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PREFACE 


Tue Journals of the first settlements of the Hudson’s Bay Company on 
the Saskatchewan need no editorial Preface to substantiate their claim to 
inclusion in this series. “They give the balance of day-to-day routine 
activities and of momentous incidents which went to the solution of a 
problem upon which this series has already touched. For James Isham 
had foreseen that when the French should have been driven from Canada 
the time would come for settlement in the interior to be undertaken. 

Editorial troubles have arisen chiefly from an attempt to reconcile the 
unity of this problem with the dictates of publication. Cumberland 
House Journals are incomplete in themselves ; they need the “‘ Hudson 
House ” Journals to complete their story. “The two sets of Journals 
have therefore been interspersed. Disconcerting as it may prove for the 
reader to switch his attention from one post to the other, the problems 
and the narrative will appear more nearly as they affected the protagonists 
when presented in that form, and it may provide a reminder that for long 
periods each post was in ignorance of events elsewhere. 

Moreover, the two sets of Journals need more than one volume to 
cover a significant period. “The temptation to economise space by 
printing only the more exciting entries has been real. But the excision 
of the day-to-day routine would have left a false impression and would 
have left the publication always suspect. “The arguments in favour of 
printing full and unexpurgated documents prevailed but left the editors 
with the further difficulty of dealing with the Journals of the two houses 
in two volumes, instead of in a single publication. In these circumstances 
the need to intersperse the Journals from the two houses was emphasised 
by the fact that to separate them would result in two separate volumes, 
first of Cumberland and then of ‘“‘ Hudson House” Journals—a 
separation of narrative and interest which would be quite unwarranted 
by the story unfolded. 

The decision to intersperse the Journals and to publish in two volumes 
is therefore deliberate and needs explanation. ‘The division between the 
two volumes is arbitrary, dictated very largely by the proper limits to the 
size of a volume. The second volume, to complete the story down to 
1782, is already in an advanced state and will follow hard on the heels 
of the first volume, to restore the unity of the episode. 

Poh. RICH 
St. Catharine’s College, 
Cambridge. 
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INTRODUCTION 
I 


CUMBERLAND House, where most of these journals were written, was a 
log-walled building with a leaky plank roof, that stood beside Pine Island 
Lake in the valley of the River Saskatchewan. It was the first far 
inland trading post of the Hudson’s Bay Company, established in 1774. by 
a man of proven quality, the explorer Samuel Hearne. The journals in 
which Hearne describes its establishment, and his first dealings with the 
Indian hunters there, were published in 1934. by The Champlain Society.1 
The journals now published were written by Hearne’s successors at his 
new post, and at its outposts further up the river, and they simply carry on 
the story from the point where those he kept leave off. Our final date of 
1782 is marked by a more striking event than Hearne’s closure, on his 
promotion to another command and hasty departure from Cumberland 
before ice sealed the rivers in October, 1775. “These journals find their 
end in the last act of war as yet committed in the Canadian Northland by 
the enemies of a British king, the destruction of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany’s posts of Prince of Wales’s Fort and York Fort by the French navy. 
It was a catastrophe from which the Hudson’s Bay Company took three 
years to recover. As such it provides a natural break in the story of the 
fur trade. 

The building of Cumberland House opened what is conveniently 
called “ the strife between the companies ”’, a period of nearly fifty years 
of bitter cheek by jowl rivalry between the Hudson’s Bay Company and 
other fur traders. Like many labels chosen for convenience, “ the strife 
between the Companies ” can be misleading. In the first place, for five 
years after 1774 the Hudson’s Bay men by the Saskatchewan opposed no 
organised “company”. ‘Their opposition consisted of a number of 
individual private traders, or groups of traders, who came chiefly from 
Montreal ? and competed for the natives’ fur as savagely with each other 
as with the Hudson’s Bay Company on whose chartered territory they 
trespassed. It was only in 1779 that those traders, and the Montreal 


1J.B. Tyrrell (ed.), The Fournals of Samuel Hearne and Philip Turnor 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1934). 

Before the War of American Independence Albany, N.Y., had some share 
in the north-west trade. 
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agents who supplied them with goods for barter, first tentatively united to 
form the North West Company. From this first union the new Company 
grew mightily in success and vigour; it survived schisms within itself; 
it vastly eclipsed the Hudson’s Bay Company in the material resources it 
disposed, and in political influence in Britain as well as in Canada; but at 
the last, mainly because of its own internal weaknesses, it was to collapse 
and amalgamate with its London rival. 

Secondly, such a term as “‘ the strife between the Companies ”’ is at 
fault if it leads anyone to suppose that anything really new began in 
1774, when Hearne and his little party of ten men started to clear a site 
by the lake shore on which to build their Cumberland House. Hearne 
had done no more than come inland from the old posts by the Bay to 
meet his Company’s rivals face to face. The rivalry that drew him 
inland was already nearly a century old. 

The granting of Charles II’s charter to the Hudson’s Bay Company 
in 1670, with its gift of territory and monopoly of trade, had been viewed 
with jealousy by the French who were already well established in the fur 
trade by the St Lawrence. “They actually attacked and destroyed Hudson’s 
Bay Company posts by the Bay itself when Louis XIV was at peace with 
James II. During the long wars of King William III and Queen Anne 
all but one of the trading posts by the Bay fell into, and long remained in, 
French hands. “The Hudson’s Bay Company only regained their forts 
and territories as a result of the triumphs of their former Governor, John 
Churchill, Duke of Marlborough. It is with justice that the Duke’s 
name remains perpetuated in one of the great rivers of the Northland. 
The restoration of Hudson Bay to Britain, and the Company, at the 
Treaty of Utrecht in 1713, was a by-product of the victories to which 
he had led the armies of the Grand Alliance in the War of the Spanish 
Succession. 

For the French fur trader the restoration of Hudson Bay to Britain 
was a severe blow. ‘The rivers that fall into it offered the shortest routes 
by which Indian canoemen from the best fur-bearing areas on the 
American continent could come to the sea to meet European traders with 
ocean-going ships. ‘This loss stirred the French to great exertions to 
renew contact, by way of the St. Lawrence and Great Lakes, with the 
Indians who continued every summer to paddle their canoes, loaded with 
rich fur, down to the trading posts by the Bay where the English were 
now ensconced. In due course the energies of the French made the 
pendulum swing back. In the middle years of the eighteenth century the 
Hudson’s Bay Company traders at the Bayside came to feel increasingly 
the results of French activity in pressing northward and westward and 


ENT RODUC TION XV 


establishing fur trading posts hundreds of miles from their base at Mon- 
treal. ‘Trade returns at all the English posts from Moose and Albany to 
Severn and York began to suffer. 

Now it was the Hudson’s Bay Company’s turn to consider anxiously 
how they might regain their lost trade. So from Albany in 1743 they 
established the outpost of Henley House, rather more than one hundred 
miles upstream, to encourage the Indians to continue coming down to the 
sea. Further north James Isham, the able Governor of York Fort, 
considered doing likewise, but refrained. Instead he accepted in 1754 
the offer of another of the Company’s servants, described by one who 
knew him as a “ bold and enterprising ”’ person, to make what proved to 
be a most remarkable journey of investigation, inland and over the 
prairies to within sight of the Rockies. This man was the ex-smuggler 
Anthony Henday (or Hendry). His observations were depressing. The 
French had two permanent posts established on the waterways leading to 
York Fort. Their “ Birch rind canoes ”, reported Henday, “ will carry 
as much as an India Ship’s Long-boat, and, draws little water; and so 
light that two men can carry one several miles with ease; they are made 
in the same form and slight materials as the small ones; only a thin board 
runs along their bottom; & they can sail them when before the wind, but 
not else. “The French talk several Languages to perfection; they have 
the advantage of us in every shape; and if they had Brazile tobacco,} 
which they have not, would entirely cut off our trade ”’.2 

So the outlook appeared grim for the Hudson’s Bay Company, but 
relief was in sight. When Henday reappeared at York Fort in the 
summer of 1755, General Braddock was already on the road to his death 
by the Monongahela; Admiral Boscawen was already at sea with the 


+ J. B. Tyrrell (ed.), 4 Fourney from Prince of Wales’s Fort in Hudson’s Bay 
to the Northern Ocean in the Years 1769, 1770, 1771 and 1772, by Samuel Hearne 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1911), p- 136, “ The tobacco used in Hudson’s 
Bay is the Brasil tobacco ; which is twisted into the form of a rope, of near an 
inch in diameter, and then wound into a large roll; from which it is taken by 
measures of length, for the natives.” As early as May, 1686, the Governor and 
Committee spoke of ‘‘ Our Tobacco... the best Brazeele, that which the Indians 
are so much bewitched with” (H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. XI, 
E. E. Rich and A. M. Johnson (eds.), Copy Book of Letters Outward Sc Begins 
29th May, 1680 Ends 5 Fuly, 1687 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1948, 
and London, ‘The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1948), p. 180). This, the 
reader may pleasantly recall, was one of the crops Robinson Crusoe grew. 

* T[ransactions of the] R[oyal] S[ociety of] C[anada], 1907, II, L. J. Burpee 
(ed.), “ York Factory to the Blackfeet Country. The Journal of Anthony 
Hendry, 1754-55”, pp. 352-3. 
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Duke of Newcastle’s order to intercept French supplies for Canada; 
without any formal declaration the Seven Years’ War had in fact begun. 
Under its impact the French fur trade wilted. The Royal Navy cut off 
the shipment of trade goods to Montreal; the traders themselves were 
drawn back from the “ Indian country ” to the unsuccessful defence of 
their own colony against Wolfe and Amherst. Wretchedly as the war 
began for Britain, it was a turn in events from which the Hudson’s Bay 
Company could not help but profit. 

The end of the war and the conquest of Canada brought the Company’s 
directors no immediate cause for alarm. In the first place, peace did not 
in fact end hostilities. “The treaty with France in 1763 was followed by 
the great Indian rising to which the able chieftain Pontiac has given his 
name. This rising began with the butchery of Anglo-Saxon traders and 
British garrisons on the Great Lakes and effectively cut the old St. 
Lawrence route to the prairies. Secondly, the British government began 
an attempt to control and regulate the Indian trade of its new and old 
American colonies. To that end Lord Hillsborough, Secretary of State 
for Trade and Plantations, issued a well-meant proclamation in July, 
1764.1 Hillsborough’s main purpose was that fertile cause of ill-will 
between colonist and colonial minister, the protection of a native race 
against white aggression; but care had also been taken to draft his 
regulations “ so as not to interfere with the Charter of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company ”’.” 

Now it might have seemed that the Hudson’s Bay Company were about 
to experience a golden age in which their enjoyment of their monopoly 
was assured beyond challenge. But the fair appearance their circum- 
stances bore was simply a prelude to disillusion. While colonial assemblies 
debated the ungodliness of war, or bickered over ways and means to 
evade its cost, Colonel Henry Bouquet with some five hundred British 
regulars (too many the barely convalescent scrapings of such Army 
hospitals as could not yet be removed from American soil) broke the main 
forces of Pontiac at Bushy Run on August 5-6, 1763. By 1764 the 
Montreal fur traders’ highway to the west was once more safe. Soon it 
ceased to be illegal. The attempted regulation of the Indian trade roused 
such protest in all quarters and involved such expense that in 1768 Lord 
Hillsborough threw up the whole scheme.® So, just when the Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s monopoly seemed assured, and their directors were lulled 


1 A.S. Morton, 4 History of the Canadian West to 1870-71, (London, 1939), 
P- 259- 

2 Ibid. 

*Ibid., p..261. 
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into a delusive security, a new stream of interlopers flowed into Rupert’s 
Land to cut off the Company’s furs at their source. 

The new situation created by these ‘‘ Pedlars ” (so the Hudson’s Bay 
men described their rivals) was more serious than anything the Company 
had faced earlier in the century. Before the conquest of Canada the 
French invasion of the west had been limited, in part by government 
restrictions, in part by the relatively modest resources of leadership and 
capital available in the little colony of New France. Now both restraints 
were gone. The Imperial Government had abandoned any real attempt 
at control and the fur trade was open to all subjects of King George III 
as well as to the former subjects of Louis XV. From New York and 
New England, from Scotland, Ireland and old England the opening of 
the French colony’s fur preserves drew traders who were accustomed to 
the use and power of a capital far beyond the resources of their French 
forerunners. Soon French leadership was to be all but squeezed out of 
the Montreal fur trade. French labour, however, remained. The 
interpreters with whom Henday had spoken, the great canoes he had 
admired, and the superbly skilled voyageurs who paddled them, all came 
into the service of the new Anglo-Saxon invader. He, in turn, studied 
with care the techniques of transport and supply that the French fur 
traders had brought to high perfection, and based his own fortunes on 
French experience.!_ As a British subject, too, he had treaty access to 
Portuguese markets and the one asset that Henday noted as formerly 
withheld from the French, Brazil tobacco. So from the union of the 
diverse aptitudes of two races the old menace to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s monopoly was reborn in far deadlier shape. 

How the Company should meet competition from rivals inland was a 
problem they had long debated. Isham’s answer, as has been seen, was to 
send Anthony Henday inland with a party of trusted Indians. Henday 
had been provided with presents for the natives and had used all his powers 
of persuasion to induce them to trap industriously and return to the Bay 
with him. He had been markedly successful. “Though he had of 
necessity to repass the two trading posts of the French, where many of his 
native companions had bartered their best furs for brandy, he had arrived 
at York Fort with a fleet of canoes seventy strong, still well-laden with 
fur. 

This was deemed an excellent result. Promptly the Company adopted 
a set policy of annually sending white servants inland to winter with the 
natives and lead them back to York to trade in summer. On some forty- 


1 See Professor H. Innis’s interesting discussion of this point, Te Fur Trade in 
Canada (New Haven, 1930), p. 170 et seq. 
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four occasions in the next twenty years, as Arthur Morton has told,1 
such travellers went inland. ‘Till the late 1760’s, their success was, on 
the whole, admirable. 

These successes helped to banish from the minds of the Company’s 
factors the rival idea, which Isham had also considered, of establishing 
inland trading posts of their own. ‘That the Company’s only reasons for 
not doing this anyway were lethargy, pettiness and timidity was asserted 
as long ago as the eighteenth century by such critics as Arthur Dobbs,? 
and the disgruntled mason from Prince of Wales’s Fort, Joseph Robson; 3 
and the echo of these criticisms has frequently been heard since. But the 
Company had seriously looked into the matter of inland posts and their 
refusal to establish them was a carefully considered decision based on all the 
facts they could assemble. “These facts, so far as they went, were correct. 

The Company’s reasons for not pushing inland are perhaps best 
indicated by Andrew Graham, who was chief successively at Severn and 
Churchill, and at times also acted as locum tenens for the factor at York. 
Graham was an able and open-minded man. He was a protégé of James 
Isham and a keen student of all that concerned the land, the peoples and 
the natural history of the part of North America in which his lot was 
cast. He was also the industrious author of a book of ‘‘ Observations 
on Hudson’s Bay”, which he revised and rewrote time and again, but 
never published.* It is in his various manuscript editions of this work 
that he records his objections to the founding of an inland settlement 
after the conclusion of the Seven Years’ War. 


1 Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 272. 

* A. Dobbs, 4” Account of the Countries adjoining to Hudson’s Bay (London, 
1744). 

3]. Robson, 4% Account of Six Years Residence in Hudson’ s-Bay, From 1733 
to 1736, and 1744 to 1747 (London, 1752). 

* Graham’s various recensions of his Observations are catalogued as E.2 /4-12. 
A MS. long attributed to Thomas Hutchins (E.2 /13) is in many places identically 
worded with other versions of Graham’s Observations and contains internal 
evidence showing that Hutchins could not have written it. To Graham, then, 
is due the credit for the information on birds and animals for which naturalists 
using this MS. have made acknowledgment to Hutchins. Edward Umfreville 
in his Present State of Hudson’s Bay (London, 1790), borrowed much from 
Graham, who in turn had borrowed from Isham’s Oédservations. Hence the 
typical speech of an Indian leader come to trade is printed in almost identical 
words in Umfreville (pp. 63-64) and H[udson’s] B{ay Company] Sferies], 
Vol. XII, E. E. Rich and A. M. Johnson (eds.), Fames Isham’s Observations on 
Hudson’s Bay, 1743 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1949, and London, 
The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1949), pp. 85-7. 
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The first point Graham made was that “ Settlements within five 
hundred miles of the forts would avail nothing ”’.1_ His reasons for this 
conclusion were, first, the poverty of the land between York Fort and 
Lake Winnipeg,” for throughout this whole area game was scarce and 
Indian trappers correspondingly few; and, secondly, the fact that it did 
not pay to have two houses close together. As evidence for this statement 
he quoted the frauds frequently practised by the Indians between Albany 
and Henley House; they would receive their advance of goods in the fall 
from the one, and in the spring would evade paying their debts by taking 
their furs to the other. Therefore Graham judged 500 miles the 
shortest distance at which an inland post would be worth making, but he 
considered it impracticable to carry a respectable freight for so great a 
distance. “ The shoalness of the rivers”, he wrote in 1771, ‘ hinders 
the Company from penetrating inland”; 4 and, he might have added, 
the scarcity of game increased the difficulties created by the shallowness 
of the waterways. In 1754, when Henday had urged the Blackfeet 
Indians to come down to York, their chief had declined; “‘ the Natives 
that frequented the Settlements, were oftentimes starved while on their 
way’, he said. “Such remarks I thought exceeding true”, was 
Henday’s comment.’ It would therefore seem necessary to carry inland 
considerable supplies of provisions as well as trade goods (the sort of 
freight whose transport between York and Severn required the services 
of a sea-going sloop of considerable burden). So Graham did not believe 
an inland enterprise on any adequate scale could be profitably carried 
out “ when”, as he wrote, “there are not a river yet discovered in 
Hudson’s Bay that a cock-boat empty can be got up 40 miles ””.6 

Any modern Canadian school-child could, of course, have told this 
fur trader of the eighteenth century that what he needed for his task was 
not “ cock-boats ”’ but birch bark canoes; and right simple the old factor 
may seem for not realising it. What must be marked, however, is the 
fact that the only canoes Graham had a chance of acquiring at York Fort 
were those the Indians made. These small craft he evidently judged to 
be thoroughly inefficient for maintaining a respectable settlement five 
hundred miles away, and thoroughly inefficient they proved to be when 
tried.? So he declared ‘“‘ Let we Factors lay aside fruitless undertakings 


Ml eue,tos 38d. 2 Tbid., fo. 39. 

Pl2/6, towas. © 2/7510, 38d. 

5 T.R.S.C., 1907, Burpee, “ Journal of Anthony Hendry, 1754-55 ”’, p. 338. 

€.2'/6,,to. 43. 

7 The problem of finding proper craft for maintaining their inland posts was a 
major one for the Hudson’s Bay Company. It is discussed on pp. Ixii-ix. 
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about the Forts, such as building Outhouses . . . applying to birch rind 
canoes and such like wild schemes that is impracticable ”’.1 

Finally, Graham judged that there was in any case no occasion for 
‘‘ applying to birch rind canoes ”’, and that sending good travellers inland 
would suffice to maintain York’s fur returns, because the new Anglo- 
Saxon pedlars in the west had not the energy, capacity or staying power 
of their French predecessors. “This last may seem a remarkable con- 
clusion. Graham supported it, however, with figures. He listed York’s 
past fur returns, showing that, in spite of natural fluctuations, they had 
remained fairly steady over a period of thirty years. In 1741 York Fort 
had sent home 29,507 1/3 Made Beaver ? and in 1770 34,000. = In 
1768-69 interlopers from Quebec had indeed taken advantage of the with- 
drawal of Lord Hillsborough’s proclamation to push westward to the 
Saskatchewan. ‘They had succeeded in cutting down the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s trade at York Fort to a mere 18,000 Made Beaver in 1768 
and 21,000 Made Beaver in 1769.4 But they had not maintained their 
ground in the next year, and, as Graham showed, the Fort’s trade had 
bounced back to 34,000. (One can almost hear him saying “* O.E.D.”’).5 


1.2/5, fo. r6-16d. 

2 Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales's Fort ...1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772 
by Samuel Hearne, p. 199, “ What is meant by Beaver in other kind of furrs, must 
be understood as follows : For the easier trading with the Indians, as well as for 
the more correctly keeping their accounts, the Hudson’s Bay Company have made 
a full-grown beaver-skin the standard by which they rate all other furrs, according 
to their respective values. ‘Thus in several species of furrs, one skin is valued at 
the rate of four beaver-skins ; some at three, and others at two; whereas those of 
an inferior quality are rated at one; and those of still less value considered so 
inferior to that of a beaver, that from six to twenty of their skins are only valued 
as equal to one beaver skin in the way of trade, and do not fetch one-fourth of the 
price at the London market. In this manner the term “‘ Made Beaver ”’ is to be 
understood ”’. 


3 F..2/7, fos. 39-40. 
4 Thid. 


° In Graham’s presentation of his case there is a controversial note suggestive 
of argument. That note is perhaps explained by Graham’s disagreement with 
Ferdinand Jacobs, his senior at York Fort. Jacobs had thought the establishment 
of an inland post desirable as soon after the war as 1766 and had recommended 
long boats of shallow draught for supplying it. Here is a proposal foreshadowing 
the famous York boats which were later adopted by the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
a craft whose efficiency for inland transport was one of the Company’s great 
assets after 1800. Jacobs seems far ahead of his time. Unfortunately he was so 
far ahead of his time that his suggestion was hardly practicable, and Graham 
would appear to have a surer grasp of the situation as it really was. Boats were 
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Such were the settled opinions of Andrew Graham, repeated in 
varying forms and with varying degrees of emphasis in 1768, 1769 and 
1771. Then, in 1772, he threw them all to the winds, in a conversion 
equally sudden and complete, to become the advocate of an immediate 
inland settlement. In that year one Thomas Corry had built a trading 
house at Cedar Lake, right in the highway of the trading Indians who 
travelled from the Saskatchewan to York. So many Indians were 
delighted to carry their furs no further that York’s trade slumped to 
21,577.1 But if many old acquaintances were missed at the Bay that 
summer, a stranger made his appearance there instead. 

The stranger was a New Englander named John Cole, the runaway 
employee of ‘Thomas Corry. At last Graham was able to get an intelli- 
gent account of the Pedlars’ methods from a man who knew them 
intimately. Cole made clear the location of Corry’s house, his system 
of transport and supply, and the feasibility of maintaining his post. All 
that Cole said was underlined by the rueful reports of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s inland travellers, Isaac Batt and Louis Primeau, who had 
arrived at Corry’s house with a fleet of one hundred and sixty canoes of 
trading Indians and left it with thirty-five? Now it was equally evident 
that the Pedlars had come to stay and that the Company’s white wanderers 
inland could not get enough Indians past their abundant stocks of rum 
to maintain York’s trade. The result was that by the next ship Graham 
wrote the London Committee urging the establishment of “‘ an Inland 
Settlement to supply the Natives with Necessarys ”’,® and giving a pretty 
complete sketch of what was required. 

Fourteen young and able-bodied new men would be needed. “The 
“* Master of the Undertaking, must be a Young lively Person, that will 
continue some Years in your Service, I know no Person that would 
Answer so well as Messrs. Hearne at Churchill & Mr. Hutchins at 
York Fort”. Graham counted on effective help from the Indians and 
insisted ‘‘ the Master at York Fort must push it up with a willingness ”’. 


far too bulky to be carried over portages; they had to be dragged on rollers ; 
before they could be dragged on rollers, a road ten feet wide had to be hewn 
through the bush over which to drag them. The opening of such highways as 
these at every portage on the inland routes was a work of great time and labour 
that took years to accomplish. Nevertheless Jacob’s earlier advocacy of inland 
posts must have contributed to the Committee’s prompt approval of the idea 
when Graham proposed it in 1772. 

1 Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 282. 

2 Ibid. 

3W. S. Wallace (ed.), Documents Relating to the North West Company 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1934), p. 42. 
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New equipment as well as new men would be wanted for the new 
enterprise. ‘‘ John Cole told me that it must be carried on in the same 
manner as the Canadian Pedlars, in large Birch Rind Canoes ”’. 

The large canoes of the French Canadians were something the western 
Indians had no use for and never made; as such they lay outside Graham’s 
experience. He knew them only at second hand, through the reports of 
Henday and other Hudson’s Bay Company men who had been inland. 
But he was quick to appreciate the value of the large canoe as an efficient 
means of maintaining an inland post over the waterways Nature had 
provided, and at last he saw his chance of getting some. ‘“‘ Two of 
which ” he continues “ I have ordered down next Year ”’. 

‘There seems a clear connection between Graham’s order for large 
canoes and another step he took. ‘This was engaging Cole to serve the 
Hudson’s Bay Company at £12 a year (double the regular wage of a 
newly-enlisted man) and sending him back inland to carry out his offer 
“to bring down next Year a fellow Servant of his, named Bove, a 
Canadian, a good able Man who resides amongst the Natives”. These 
two men, experienced as they were in Canadian methods, could each 
supervise the building of one of the two large canoes Graham now 
‘ordered down” and bear a part in bringing it back to the Bay next 
summer. 

Finally, lest the Committee should not be impressed by the story of 
a renegade from the opposition, Graham sent inland, to observe and 
report, a clerk of some education, who would “‘ give a rational Account 
of Things”. This was Matthew Cocking, the future author of two 
of the journals here published. 

Graham’s proposal confronted the Company’s directors with a difficult 
decision. The arguments for rejecting his advice must have looked 
strong. “They must, for one thing, have been familiar with all his old 
objections to going inland. Nor was his proposal very propitiously timed. 
He was, in fact, asking a good deal more of his employers than is com- 
monly recognised. Wich an energy of which they are infrequently 
suspected, they had of late years boldly plunged into a number of expensive 
enterprises of which none had proved successful. They had tried to 
expand their coasting trade with the Eskimo northward along the western 
shore of Hudson Bay, and in 1767 they were training Eskimo interpreters. 
But the “ great expence ” thus incurred was not “‘ anyways advantageous 
to the Company, by increasing the trade from that quarter”. Between 


Wl bid.5° p43: 2 Ibid., pp. 43-44. 
3'Tyrrell, Journey from Prince of Wales’s Fort ...1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772 
by Samuel Hearne, p. 323. 
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1765 and 1772 “ they sunk upwards of twenty thousand pounds ’” in 
trying to develop a black whale fishery out of Churchill River, with 
Marble Island as an advanced base, and were forced to abandon it as 
uneconomic. In a period of twelve years ending in 1758 they had sunk 
‘““many thousands of pounds” in attempting to develop a white whale 
fishery on the eastern shore of the Bay and that too had failed.2) Now 
Graham was inviting them to plunge into new expense, for the inland 
settlement could not be cheaply made, and his proposal reached them in 
the very year when the £20,000 spent on the black whale fishery was 
written off as a loss. But the directors did not hesitate nor even wait for 
Cocking’s report. By the very next ship they sent orders for Graham’s 
plan to be put into effect by Samuel Hearne with all possible speed. 

Yet a miserable and derisive irony mocked their urgency. The 
Company’s very next ship could not start its Arctic voyage till May, nor 
deliver its orders till August, 1773. When it arrived, it did not find John 
Cole and Bove waiting with two large canoes to help transport its cargo 
inland. Cole had failed to enlist Bove, failed to produce even a single 
large canoe, and, after once revisiting York Fort, had returned inland 
where he was to desert the Hudson’s Bay Company as cheerfully as he 
had deserted Corry. When next heard of, he had enlisted with another 
Pedlar, Peter Pangman. On the ship’s arrival, therefore, Isaac Batt, 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s own veteran inland traveller, was swiftly 
despatched inland as an advance messenger to tell the Company’s new 
plans to the Indians; but a couple of weeks later he was back at York, 
reporting that the upland rivers were now too shallow even for native 
canoes. Not till 1774 was Hearne able to go inland and carry out his 
orders to establish an inland settlement. 

The loss of these twelve months proved a most damaging misfortune 
to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s new venture. ‘The season 1773-74 
saw such an invasion of Pedlars as had never occurred before, and they 
met no opposition.? It had been Graham’s impatient prayer that a whole 
party of Hudson’s Bay Company’s men should go with goods and stores 
to Saskatchewan to found a permanent trading post, and he had accord- 
ingly sent off no solitary wanderers except Cole. The lateness of the 


1 Tbid., p. 364. The “ fine brig of one hundred tons ”’ (ibid., p. 48), loyally 
christened Charlotte, after George III’s young, but unlovely, Queen, was sent 
out from London in 1768 “ purposely for the [black whale] Fishery ” (A.5/1, 
fo. go—god. ). 

2 Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales's Fort ...1769, 1770, 1771; and 1772 
by Samuel Hearne, p. 365. 

3 Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 287. 
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ship, the lack of canoes, the low water in the rivers that delayed Graham’s 
hope, and Cole’s desertion therefore meant that the Pedlars came to a 
Saskatchewan country all but empty of white men save themselves and 
found only one Hudson’s Bay Company man in the land. This was 
Joseph Hansom; he went, not from York, but from Prince of Wales’s 
Fort, was ill provided with guides and achieved little save experience, 
which was to make him a useful man later on. In these circumstances 
the Indians of the Saskatchewan turned happily to a wide choice of new 
markets for their fur. When Hearne reached Basquiau in July ’74, 
sent for the principal Indians, made them presents and told them his 
purpose, he found that while some “ seemed to approve thereof. . . others 
seem’d to doubt of our Success, saying that the Pedlors by this time has 
to much influance, and that I ware to late in comeing”. Had he been 
able to go when the London Committee intended he would at least have 
started on the same footing as the bulk of his future competitors. 
Nevertheless he did found a permanent settlement on a well-chosen 
site, blessed, as these journals show, with a fishery that was often most 
productive. His fur returns, to be sure, were negligible for this first 
season, but the important thing was that, in a swiftly changing situation, 
he had made a start before it was too late. Had the establishment of 
Cumberland House been much deferred, it is unlikely that it could ever 
have been founded at all or that York Fort, the best base for the fur trade, 
could have had any share in the Hudson’s Bay Company’s struggle with 
the Montrealers. The founding, and at first the maintenance, of 
Cumberland was only made possible by the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
old friends and customers at York Fort, the Cree Indians who for a 
century past had made inland posts unnecessary to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company by annually bringing down the fur harvest of the west from 
the Saskatchewan to the sea in their birch canoes.?_ If the Indians were 
not the most efficient or disinterested of allies, their aid nevertheless 
remained for some years indispensable to the Hudson’s Bay Company 
(for reasons to be examined hereafter). A little later it is unlikely that 
their assistance could have been had. On the contrary it is probable that 


1Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 105. 

2 For a description of the wide ramifications of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
trade from York Fort to the Rocky Mountains through Cree middlemen, see 
A.S. Morton, 4 History of the Canadian West to 1870-71 ... (Toronto, 1939), 
pp. 12, 248, 272. Likewise the trade of Churchill was expanded through 
Chipewyan middlemen west and north to the Mackenzie valley; see Tyrrell, 
Fourney from Prince of Wales’s Fort...1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772, by Samuel 
Hearne, pp. 198-203, 270-71, 333-34. 
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they would all have turned to the Company’s rivals, and ceased journeying 
to York, as, indeed, most had done by 1774. ‘Then the traders at that 
future supply port of a continent would have been left marooned at the 
seaside, reduced to gathering the few local marten and muskrat skins of 
an area which cannot support a profitable population of beaver. Had 
this happened, the Hudson’s Bay Company would not necessarily have 
been excluded from the interior. They might still have occupied their 
chartered territory by way of Albany, whence in fact they did make an 
interesting and effective, if too little known, parallel penetration. Up 
to a point Albany was better situated than York for reaping the fur 
harvest of the inland country. It stood upon a greater river, whose 
waters for some distance inland offer an easier highway than the smaller 
or more broken rivers inland from York.? But Albany also lies much 
farther from the finest fur bearing areas of the north-west, namely the 
poplar-clad parklands on the northern fringe of the prairies where the 
beaver finds the type of country best suited to his needs. From Albany, 
then, the Hudson’s Bay Company’s victory over their rivals would have 
been so much the harder and less probable. “Thus the founding, mainten- 
ance and expansion of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s inland settlements 
on the Saskatchewan, which began with Hearne’s settlement at Cumber- 
land in 1774, stand as an important and perhaps decisive move in the 
trade war that was not to end till 1821. 

The mannerin which the Hudson’s Bay Company conducted themselves 
after absorbing their rivals made the result of their long trade war a 
matter of some national importance. In the short view that result was 
a heavy blow to the then small colony of lower Canada. The loss of 
the fur trade cost Montreal “ not less than £40,000 pr annum ”’ in the 


1 Morton, History of the Canadian West, pp. 425-6. 

"The Nelson River has a vast body of water, but the force of its current and 
the number of its falls make ita poorer route than the Hayes offers; and the Hayes 
route leads through waterways smaller, shallower and more beset with portages 
than at least the lower Albany. 

3 So I am informed by my colleague, Mr. Blake Nash, of the Zoology Depart- 
ment of the University of Manitoba, whose field study of the beaver has been 
wide and exhaustive. 

4 In 1775, Cocking, travelling with Indians who would make no undue haste, 
reached Cumberland after a journey of forty-one days from York; but the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s men whom Daniel Harmon met at the mouth of the 
Winnipeg River told him that in going down to Albany they took “ generally 
about forty days; but, that they are nearly twice that time in returning, in 
consequence of the current” (D. W. Harmon, 4 Fourna/ of Voyages and Travels 
in the Interiour of North America (Andover, 1820), p. 49, August 4, 1800). 
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estimate of William McGillivray.1 But in the long run it proved of no 
small advantage to the future Dominion of the united Canadas. “‘ One 
of the gravest of the questions presented for solution” to the young 
Dominion in 1867 and after “ was the securing the alliance of the Indian 
tribes, and maintaining friendly relations with them ”’, wrote a responsible 
Canadian statesman a dozen years after Confederation. In the solution 
of that question he traced a large advantage for the Dominion to the fact 
that ‘‘ The Indians of Canada have, owing to the manner in which they 
were dealt with for generations by the Hudson’s Bay Company . . . an 
abiding confidence in the Government of the Queen . . . This must not, 
at all hazards, be shaken ”’, he added.? But the normal conduct of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s worsted rivals seems much better calculated 
to shake, or even to shatter, confidence than to inspire it. Their 
methods of trade included the debauching of whole nations with rum ® 


1 Wallace, Docs. Rel. N. W.C., p. 329. 

2A. Morris, The Treaties of Canada with the Indians of Manitoba and the 
North-West Territories (Toronto, 1880), pp. 9, 285. 

3 It should, of course, be clearly said that the Hudson’s Bay Company also used 
alcohol in trading with the natives and always had done so. At the Bay, however, 
the quantity used was limited by two factors; first, of course, by the fact that 
Indians came to the Bay only once in twelve months; secondly, by restrictions 
imposed by the Hudson’s Bay Company in the natives’ interest and their own. 
On this Andrew Graham wrote: “To prevent the Natives from hurting 
themselves with brandy and strong waters; We at none of the settlements 
exchanges that commodity for any furs but the following viz. Martins, Cats, 
Foxes coloured, Wolves and Bears; This has been the case from the time the 
Company had the charter, and wisely done. If the Natives were to receive 
brandy for whatever kind of furs &c they bring down, they would trade little or 
nothing else ; which would end in their ruin and the Company’s affairs. Please 
to observe keeping up spiritous liquors to the above value makes the Natives 
trap valuable furs ”’.(E.2/8, Andrew Graham’s “ Observations on Hudson’s 
Bay”, fos. 13d.-14). But the Pedlars, once they had come inland, made no 
restriction of either time or quantity in the Indians’ drinking. The native could 
come to the inland trading post to make a sodden beast of himself as often as he 
had a few skins to barter (e.g., Turnor’s remarks (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and 
Turnor, p. 226)). This practice was encouraged and defended by the Montrealers 
on the ground that the dipsomaniac was an eager hunter; “ The love of Rum 
is their first inducement to industry’ wrote Duncan M’Gillivray; “‘ they 
undergo every hardship and fatigue to procure a Skinfull of this delicious beverage, 
and when a Nation becomes addicted to drinking, it affords a strong presumption 
that they will soon become excellent hunters ” (A. S. Morton (ed.), The Fournal 
of Duncan M’Gillivray of the North West Company at Fort George on the Saskatch- 
ewan, 1794-5 (Toronto, 1929), p. 47). So, concludes Professor Morton, 
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and the promotion and encouragement of tribal war. That the Mon- 
trealers would have indefinitely continued to pursue policies ruinous to the 
Indians cannot of course be asserted, nor would one wish to suppose it. 
But the fact remains that in the event it was the Hudson’s Bay Company 
which won the monopoly of the trade and conducted themselves towards 
the natives with a standard of fair dealing and integrity from which the 
young Dominion of Canada reaped advantage. Therein lies the import- 
ance of the Company’s regime in the west and of the critical period of 
their story with which these journals deal. 


II 


In the very moment that the Hudson’s Bay Company reversed their 
old appreciation that inland settlements were not worth making, good 
luck deserted them. How John Cole, on whom Graham had relied much, 
disappointed them, has been described; likewise how poor communica- 
tions and low water thwarted them; and in 1775 their most experienced 
canoeman, Isaac Batt, was to imitate Cole’s desertion. They had also to 
begin their new venture in complete dependence on the assistance of the 
Indians, as they had neither canoes of their own, nor the means to make 
them. But with all these handicaps the Company still found a solid 
asset in the quality of their servants. 

The policy of sending white men inland to wander with various bands 
of Indians through the winter and lead them down to the Bay in summer 
may have failed as a means of maintaining the Company’s trade when rival 
traders waylaid the Indians on upland waterways, but it was not on that 
account futile. It bred up a small nucleus of, as it were, British-born 


“* rum was the cornerstone on which the fortunes of the fur magnates were built ” 
(ibid., p. lxxi). The Hudson’s Bay Company’s men, when they had settled 
inland in competition beside the Pedlars, soon found they could do no other than 
copy their rivals’ methods and sell liquor without restriction, if they were to have 
a share of the trade. To their credit they were loath to do this. Cocking lost 
business by his hesitations (see pp. 153-4) ; Longmoor objected on the practical 
ground that a drunken Indian was a dangerous Indian (p. 323) ; Tomison’s 
strong objections in principle became very damaging to his success as a fur trader 
(Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 591). Once the Hudson’s Bay 
Company had regained their monopoly of the fur trade in 1821, the whole 
liquor traffic was abolished, save in border areas where the Company remained 
in competition with American traders who had no moral objection to a quick 
and easy method of getting rich. 

1 So says Professor H. Innis, The Fur Trade in Canada, p. 274, citing “ Joseph 
Frobisher to John Brickwood, Montreal, June 30, 1788, Can. Arch., Frobisher 
Letter Book, p. 60”. 
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coureurs de bois, a band of men who were familiar with wilderness life, 
spoke the Indian languages, could handle canoes and live upon the 
country. Among them were some with a real capacity for leadership, 
and the value of the personal qualities of these early leaders is hard to 
overstress. ‘Io make a success of their inland settlements the Hudson’s 
Bay Company needed a body of labouring men who were thoroughly 
skilled in all the arts of wilderness life and travel. Most of those they 
could initially provide were raw Orkneymen who possessed neither skill 
nor the ambition to acquire it. But over these greenhorns the Company 
were able to set officers who, besides making the success of the enterprise 
an interest of their own, were personally able to carry out any duty their 
subordinates might have to perform. ‘Their example must have been a 
large factor in the success they were to have in training up a body of 
competent inland travellers. 

The first of these leaders was, of course, Samuel Hearne. He is 
already admired, widely, but yet perhaps inadequately, as an explorer 
and pioneer. His successor, Matthew Cocking, was scarcely his inferior. 
Cocking first became known from the recension of his diary of his journey 
of 1772 which was found and published in 1908 ? by L. J. Burpee but 
described by W. S. Wallace in 1934 as “‘a very much abbreviated and 
garbled version ” of the real thing.? He was well educated, apparently 
with a smattering at least of Latin,? and his well-written journals offer 
asharp contrast to the intelligent, but semi-literate, productions of Hearne. 
He was to command Cumberland House for two seasons, loyally, but 
much against his will ‘‘ on account of a bad rupture ”’,* which made his 
annual journeys to and from York Fort a trial indeed. 

In one way at least Cocking was better equipped than Hearne to deal 
with the Indians of Cumberland House. ‘Till he went inland in 1774, 
Hearne had belonged to the “ sea service ” of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
at Churchill, and had been employed as a mate on the little ships that went 
trading and whaling up the west coast of the Bay each summer. He 
certainly seems to have spoken Cree (the language of the ““ Homeguard 
Indians ” of Churchill) but the natives he knew best were the Eskimo 
of Navels Bay, Whale Cove and Marble Island, and the Chipewyans 
with whom he had travelled afoot to the Coppermine. Cocking, on 


1 T.R.8.C., 1908, L. J. Burpee (ed.), “ Journal of Matthew Cocking from 
York Factory to the Blackfeet Country, 1772-73 ”. 

2 Wallace, Docs. Rel. N.W.C., p. 44. 

3 At least he could reel off the tag “summum bonum’ 
Humphrey Marten (p. 55). 
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the other hand, was a York Fort man, and the Indians of Cumberland 
were those who had normally come to York in the past and with whom 
he had made his journey of 1772-73. To Hearne they were strangers; 
to Cocking many must have been old acquaintance. In these early days, 
when lack of sufficient canoes and men of their own regularly compelled 
the Hudson’s Bay Company to hire natives to freight much of their fur 
down to York and goods up to Cumberland, it was important to know the 
Indians as individuals; the knowledge of which were reliable and which 
were not could make all the difference between receiving and losing 
cargoes. Besides differences of personal character between one individual 
and another, there was also an important difference of racial character 
between the Crees of the Saskatchewan and the Chipewyans of the 
Barrens, of which Hearne seems unaware. While the Chipewyans were 
indifferent to alcohol, the Crees were eager drunkards. When Hearne 
was travelling on the Barrens, he had received from Churchill, as occasion 
offered, letters, goods and small kegs of brandy, carried by Chipewyans; 
and the brandy had not failed to reach him, even when the Indians made 
free with the goods for their own purposes.!_ It was, therefore, a new 
discovery to Hearne that liquor, long but sparingly given to Indians who 
came to the Bay, must be employed as the principal article of trade inland; 
and when he learned on his journey back to Cumberland in July and 
August, 1775, that the Crees could not even be trusted to carry brandy 
in their canoes, the surprise was as unexpected as it was painful. They 
“* embezelled ”’ half his stock.? 

The experience Hearne bought so dearly was not wasted on his suc- 
cessors in command of inland expeditions. On Cocking’s journeys inland 


1'Twice Hearne received two quart kegs of brandy carried great distances 
across the Barrens from Prince of Wales’s Fort—first on May 29, 1771, from 
Captain Keelshies, a far from admirable character who ‘“‘expended”’ the “ powder, 
shot, tobacco, knives, &c ” entrusted to him for Hearne (Tyrrell, Fourney from 
Prince of Wales’s Fort .. . 1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772 by Samuel Hearne, 
p- 145); with the brandy Keelshies delivered a letter from Moses Norton dated 
August 28, 1770, so he had carried the keg a long time. ‘This was presumably 
the liquor Hearne gave the Indians at Cogead Lake, causing them to rechristen it 
Contway-to or Rum Lake as Franklin records (J. Franklin, Narrative of a 
Fourney to the Shores of the Polar Sea, In the Years 1819, 20, 21, and 22 
(London, 1823), p. 143). Secondly, he received another keg from a “‘ Northern 
Indian leader, called Thlew-sa-nell-ie, and several of his followers’? (Tyrrell, 
Journey from Prince of Wales's Fort ...1769,1770, 1771, and 1772 by Samuel 
Hearne, pp. 270-1). He did not taste this liquor himself, but, as before, gave it 
away—an interesting light on the abstemiousness of his own habits. 

2 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 193. 
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Cree carriers were trusted with dry goods only, and liquor travelled in 
the white men’s canoes.1_ Cocking was also successful or fortunate 
in securing ample rations. His trade naturally suffered from his being 
encircled in many quarters by the establishments of the Pedlars. To 
some extent, however, he overcame this handicap by sending out William 
Tomison, William Walker and Robert Longmoor with stocks of goods 
to “‘ peddle” among Indians themselves. His trade amounted to some 
3,000 Made Beaver in 1775-76 and 6,172 Made Beaver in 1776-77. 
In 1777 he was appointed master of Severn House on the coast and passes 
out of our story. 

The next chief at Cumberland House was William Tomison. He was 
not Cocking’s equal. His thinner journals betray a mind less keenly 
alert to all that concerned his job; his inferiority in tact is evident in the 
contrast between his handling of the penitent deserter, Isaac Batt, and 
Cocking’s; 2 a degree of bias and personal prejudice appears in his 
relations with William Walker. Latterly he grew increasingly rough and 
difficult to work with, and his hatred of trading liquor to the Indians was 
at the last to make him a loss rather than an asset to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. 

Yet Tomison was still a splendid servant, a great, stubborn, honest, 
cross-grained, sterling character and a man of unsurpassed personal 
hardihood. In the years these journals cover, the rough side of him was 
generally reserved for the less principled of his opponents (like Peter 
Pangman to whom he writes such a superbly vituperative letter on May 
29, 1781). To Pedlars of a decent stamp he could be entirely gracious 
(witness his letter of thanks to Blondeau of March 15, 1779). He may 
cut no very attractive figure in the writings of the Montreal traders, but 
that, A. S. Morton has suggested, is probably more to his credit than 
otherwise; and whatever the Pedlars wrote about him, they still had a 
thorough respect for his character and abilities. “Their respect appears 
in their efforts to win him over to their side, with the offer of a partnership 
and £100 a year “‘ whenever he pleased to accept of it”. 

Tomison had been born at South Ronaldshay in the Orkneys about 
1739 and had enlisted with the Hudson’s Bay Company as a labourer in 
1760. Having once been a common labourer, he was never too proud 
to work with his hands, and these journals describe his felling and hauling 
timber with the other men as well as running trap lines. Somehow he had 


1York Fort Journal, 1774 [sic], cited by G. de T. Glazebrook, 4 History of 
Transportation in Canada (Toronto, 1938), p. 50. ‘The date should obviously 
be 1776. 


2 See pp. 93-4, 116-17, 149. 3 Ali /116, fon 4r. 
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acquired a fair education which he obviously valued, for about 1794, out 
of a salary of some £140, he “ appropriated £20 Sterling a year as a 
salary to a schoolmaster in the parish where he was born ”.1. F elicitously 
he made his old superior at the Bay, Andrew Graham (who was now 
retired to Edinburgh) his agent to administer his grant. He had served his 
apprenticeship to the inland trade by travelling with Indians, after the 
fashion of Henday, up country from Severn in 1767-68 and 1769-70 
(when he returned to York Fort); and he had acted temporarily as master 
of Severnin 1771. In 1776 he first went to Cumberland and from 1 77% 
till his retirement in 1803 he remained the ‘‘ Chief Inland” over the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s operations on the Saskatchewan. York Fort 
itself was made subordinate to him in 1786. 

Tomison’s principal supporter throughout the years when he was 
“ Chief-inland ” was Robert Longmoor. They made a strong team. 
“ There is not an Indian in that part of Country ”, wrote Philip Turnor 
from the Saskatchewan in 1779, “ but Mr Willm Tomison or Robt 
Longmore or both of them is acquainted with . . . and the Indians seem 
very fond of them both”. Longmoor’s talents, like Tomison’s, were 
the envy of the Pedlars who would gladly have won him over to their side, 
but, like Tomison, he rejected their blandishments. He had entered 
the Company’s service in 1771, and spent nearly his entire career, till his 
retirement, inland. His last voyage down the Saskatchewan began on 
May 18, 1810, when, wrote Alexander Henry the younger, he ‘‘ em- 
barked with his family, determined to leave the country and retire to 
enjoy the fruits of his labors; he is now worth about £1,800, after 
nearly 40 years’ service in the H. B. Co.”.3 He was a good linguist and 
a skilled craftsman, who performed a great service for the Company by 
teaching himself to make canoes when his superiors were baffled by lack 
of transport to carry goods inland and furs out. He was one of the first 
party that came inland in 1774, and he remained a pioneer. 

Hearne, in the last of his Cumberland journals, had urged ‘‘ When a 
greater number of Cannoes can be procured . . . I would Recommend 
another Settlement to be made up Theiscatchiwan River, near Messrs. 
Patterson, Homes, Pangman &c also that valuable Branch of Trade so 


1 J. Storer Clouston (ed.), The Orkney Parishes: Containing the Statistical 
Account of Orkney 1795-1798. Drawn up from the Communications of the Ministers 
of the different Parishes by Sir Fohn Sinclair (Kirkwall, 1927), p. 211. This was 
the first school there had been on South Ronaldshay. 

2 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 253. 

%E. Coues (ed.), New Light on the Early History of the Greater Northwest 
(New York, 1897), II, 599. 
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intersepted by Joseph Forbersher to the westward of Churchill River, 
should be taken into consideration as soon as Possable”.1_ To Longmoor 
both these tasks were successively entrusted. In June, 1776, Cocking 
sent him with a small party of Indian canoemen to the Churchill River. 
His ill-usage there at the hands of the Pedlars Henry and Frobisher, as 
described in the Cumberland House journal for June 27, 1776, has long 
been familiar.2 ‘‘ Had there been eight or ten English with the Indians, 
the Pedlers would not have attempted forcing a bundle of Furs out of 
Longmoor’s canoe ”, was Humphrey Marten’s comment.? 

The “Settlement . . . up Theiscatchiwan River ” came later. Long- 
moor volunteered to make it and applied for its command in August, 
1776, describing how in the previous winter he had made enquiries 
among the “‘ Owlde Leaders ” for a suitable spot above the Pedlars and 
had made a journey with one of them to a “ verey Proper Pleass [i.e., 
place] twelfe days Paddel aganst the Current ” from Cumberland.* To 
found a house in such a place was his purpose in 1778, but he made a 
late start and was unable to do more than settle at the middle one ® of the 
three settlements of the Pedlars on the Saskatchewan for reasons given 
in his journal for October 22 and 23, 1778. An unpleasant and un- 
successful winter was the result. His rivals outnumbered him by ten to 
one in manpower and probably had at least an equal advantage in the 
quantity of their trade goods. The next year the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany’s men were more fortunate. They were ahead of their opponents, 
who, moreover, were shy of adventuring too far up the Saskatchewan as 
their highest post on that river had been attacked by Indians in April, 
1779. Longmoor’s immediate superior, Tomison, accompanied him on 
this occasion, and stayed with him till they had built the post named 
Hudson House.® Longmoor remained in command when ‘Tomison went 
back to Cumberland and returned to command it in the season 1780-81. 

This winter was a hard one at Hudson House. Food was short for one 
thing. In forest areas the main food supply of the fur trader was fish; up 
the Saskatchewan it was buffalo meat. The bison of the Canadian 
prairies in their original wild state were migratory animals of rather 
rigid habits. The herds wintered in the northern part of their range, the 
so-called ‘* Parklands” where poplar groves provide some shelter, and 
their routes of travel normally varied little. Prairie fires, so H. Y. Hind 


1Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 193-4- 

2 Tbid., pp. 43-5. 3 A.11/116, fo. 6. 4 Ibid., fo.3. 

5 See p. 287, n. 2 and 3, and p. 311, n. I. 

8 It was fourteen miles below the house occupied by Longmoor during the 
previous season. 
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was told in 1858, “interfere with this systematic migration, but there 
are no other impediments which will divert the buffalo from their 
course ’’.1_ On this occasion, however, the Indians of the Saskatchewan 
were determined the buffalo hould be Gaon from Hudson House. If 
there were no buffalo near the white men’s post, the white men would be 
unable to kill their own rations, the Indians could get all the European 
goods they needed by selling beef at famine prices, and killing buffalo 
at a distance and hauling meat to the fort over the snow with horses 
was far less laborious than breaking open frozen beaver houses to get fur. 
So Longmoor reached Hudson House in the fall of 1780 to find all the 
prairie burnt, and burnt with ghastly success. The buffalo were diverted 
so far afield that some of the Indians themselves starved during the winter, 
and Longmoor’s party were on half rations from January 18 to March 3, 
1781, when supplies of moose meat were received. ‘This was not the 
only unpleasantness of that winter. The Indians adopted a threatening 
and alarming attitude in the first week of March, and only Longmoor’s 
coolness and firmness prevented some serious incident. None of these 
things was fun for Longmoor’s men. That summer fifteen of them 
signed or made their marks upon a weirdly spelt round-robin in which 
they refused to come inland with him again. “That is why the last of the 
Hudson House journals (to be published in the next volume) was kept 
by William Walker. 

But for Longmoor another job was waiting. In his ‘fourney to the 
Northern Ocean Hearne tells how the great Indian leader who guided 
him to the Coppermine, Matonabbee, had made peace between the 
Chipewyans of the Barrens and the Crees of the Mackenzie River Valley 
and its great lakes.2 These last—then called the Athapuscow Indians 
—had begun to trade with Churchill, some coming down by water 
themselves,? others exchanging their furs for goods carried overland by 


1H. Y. Hind, Narrative of the Canadian Red River Exploring Expedition of 
1857 and of the Assiniboine and Red River Exploring Expedition of 1858 (London, 
1860), II], tog. See also H. Y. Hind, Report on the Assiniboine and Sas- 
katchewan Exploring Expedition of 1858 (Toronto, 1859), p. 106. I amaware 
that Hind’s accuracy on this point has been challenged by Mr. F. G. Roe in an 
interesting and stimulating article (“ The Buffalo and Snow’, Canadian Histori- 
cal Review (Toronto, 1936), Vol XVII); but (though this is hardly the place 
for zoological controversy) Iam not convinced by Mr. Roe’s case and judge Hind 
to be trustworthy. 

2 Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales's Fort ...1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772 
by Samuel Hearne, pp. 331-4. 

3E.g., Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 146. 
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Chipewyan middlemen. At one period during Hearne’s command 
at Prince of Wales’s Fort this trade rose to 11,000 Made Beaver 
a year! But in 1778 the Pedlars, in the person of that enterprising 
traveller, Peter Pond, found a practicable canoe route into the southern 
end of the ‘‘ Athapuscow Country ” which Hearne himself had entered 
on foot from the north. If, then, the Hudson’s Bay Company were to 
retain the Athapuscow Indians’ trade it was necessary for them, Hearne 
wrote, to “establish a settlement with the Athapuscow country, and 
undersell the Canadians ”.2. This Longmoor had volunteered to attempt 
in 1779. His offer was now accepted and in 1781 he went up country 
with the object of reaching the “‘ Athapuscow country ” by Pond’s route. 
He failed. His apparent plan was to go as far up the Saskatchewan as 
he could in 1781; spend the winter laying up provisions and engaging 
guides; to build canoes in the spring of ’82 and then go forward. But 
provisions meant pemmican—buffalo meat dried and pounded and packed 
in bags with buffalo fat by Indian women—and pemmican could not be 
got. The appalling smallpox epidemic of 1781-82, so vividly described 
by William Walker in his Hudson House journal, made such a slaughter 
among the Indians that no cooperation or assistance was to be had from 
them. So for the first, but by no means last, time the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s hope of a trading post in Athabaska was thwarted. Perhaps 
the failure saved Longmoor from the fate of the luckless Waden.* 
William Walker, who deputised for Longmoor at Hudson House in 
1781-82, had been apprenticed to the Hudson’s Bay Company for seven 
years in 1768 when he was a child of fifteen. He had evidently had some 
regular schooling and on the completion of his apprenticeship in 1775 
became a “‘ writer’, which meant that he was on the way to becoming 
one of the Company’s officers. He was apparently English, whereas 
Longmoor, who was born near Edinburgh, and William Tomison from 
the Orkneys were both Scots and had both entered the service as labourers. 
These facts, added to the education which enabled him to write and 
express himself so much better than Longmoor, may have excited jealousy 
and made things difficult for him. At any rate he was the subject of an 
unfavourable report to London in 1780 which declared him “ to be of 
a temper too unsettled to be an Assistant to the Chief at York Fort ”’.® 
But he had also perhaps been tactless when he addressed a letter of his 
own to the London Committee in July, 1777, which began by telling 


1 Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales's Fort ...1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772 
by Samuel Hearne, p. 200. 

2 Ibid. o A.TI/T16, 100,105. 

4’The man Pond murdered. SA p10, 40072. 
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them how toilsome, hard and hungry, life on the inland service was and 
concluded with a hint of menace, “ Perhaps Sirs, it may not be amiss to 
intimate the Offers that have already been made me to [ join] the Can- 
adians, but which I always rejected Mr. Bruce &c have offered me 60 Ze 
pr. Annum besides Cloathing to the Utmost”. Nor can he have 
endeared himself to his superiors when he permitted William Tomison 
at Cumberland to provoke him into threatening that he would accept the 
Canadians’ offers and desert the Hudson’s Bay Company.? 

Nevertheless Walker was a good man who did good service. He had 
first come inland in 1775 with Hearne. On October 18 that year he 
left Cumberland House to go off alone with a band of Indians “ according 
to his own desire of having an Opportunity to learn the Indian Tongue ”, 
wrote Cocking.* Thus he followed the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
tradition that stemmed from Henday’s journey twenty years before. 
Cocking, the reader will remark, did not see Walker again till December 
22, when he reappeared out of the blue “* with two Sled Loads of Moose 
and Beaver Flesh ’—and then departed again on the 24th without 
staying to share the Christmas dinner he had so seasonably provided! 
Cocking consistently found Walker willing and trustworthy, and refused 
to be a party to the unfavourable report made on him in 17803; instead 
he wrote a separate report of his own on Walker, and a very strong 
testimonial it is. Walker was not afraid to take responsibility, as his 
decision to stay the summer at Hudson House in 1782 indicates. “Tomison 
censured him for his delay in reporting his intention, and he also earned a 
bad mark by letting Magnus Sclator go off alone on the journey to 
Cumberland that resulted in his wanderings of “six Months and five 
Days, without seeing any living thing except wild Birds and Beasts ”.® 
In the following season he was superseded in command of Hudson House 
by Longmoor, but, as Longmoor was in any case his senior, this was not 
necessarily a disgrace. 

The part Joseph Hansom plays in these journals is smaller. He had 
joined the Company in 1769 and was first employed in the unenviable 
position of servant to the villainous halfbreed commander of Prince of 
Wales’s Fort, the Moses Norton whom Hearne described so luridly.6 
In 1773 Norton sent him to travel inland with a band of Indians. His 
objective was apparently Basquiau, but he did not reach it. Norton, who 


Elbid., fo. 19. 2 September 27, 1778. See p. 263. 

pibee.p. 18, S:A 11/116, fo: 60. 

5 B.49 /a/13, September 4, 1782. 

6 Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales's Fort... In the Years 1769, 1770, 
1771, and 1772 by Samuel Hearne, pp. 107-8. 
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had twice dispatched Hearne to the Coppermine with guides who had 
never seen that remote river and had but the haziest idea where it lay,’ 
likewise managed to send Hansom to Basquiau with Indians who 
had neither been there nor intended going. They would travel with 
Hansom no further than Pine Island Lake, then occupied by a Canadian 
trader, one of the Frobishers.2. There Hansom wintered and came out 
to Churchill next summer, with little more advantage from his journey 
than experience of inland travel and knowledge of the Cree tongue. When 
Cumberland House was settled beside his old wintering ground at Pine 
Island Lake, Hansom was sent from Churchill to York for the “ Inland 
Service ”, for which his previous journey had prepared him. It was, 
however, against his wishes. He refused to go inland and was sent back 
in some disgrace to Churchill. ‘There perhaps Hearne talked to him 
with persuasiveness. At any rate he returned to York Fort, expressing 
his apologies and willingness to go wherever he was sent. He was 
“second” at Cumberland from 1777 to 1779 and did good work 
travelling and peddling among the Indians; “if it had not been for 
the parties sent with Hansom, Longmoor, and Walker very few Skins 
would, or could have been got at U.Basquiaw ”, wrote Marten in August, 
1778.8 But any premonition that made Hansom unwilling to go inland 
wasasoundone. On his way out to York Fort in 1779 he met his death 
trying to run a rapid in a manner of his own, against the advice of his 
Indian guide, on June 17.4 

These, then, were the authors of the journals here published and the 
leaders at those of the Company’s inland posts which were based on York. 
Now they can be at least partially known from their own records. 
Hitherto they have not invariably been well thought of. As “the 
Hudson’s Bay people . . .”, wrote Daniel Harmon at Swan River on 
October 10, 1800, “‘ have nothing to expect from the Company, but 
their salaries, they seem, so far as I can learn, to make but little exertion 
to extend their trade, and, thereby, to benefit their employers”. This 
observation no doubt seemed a very suitable sentiment to the young 
diarist who had barely arrived in the country from his native Vermont, 
but as history, for which it has sometimes been accepted, it is less satis- 
factory. Whether or not the particular Hudson’s Bay people whom we 
have just described made inadequate exertions to extend their trade, the 
reader of these journals must judge for himself. When he has done so 


1Tbid., pp. 51,70. ® Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 239-41. 
sAlrd (116, 10.-4.10d, 

4 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 239-49. 

5 Harmon, Voyages and Travels, p. 57. 
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he may be less likely in their case to agree with Harmon than with those 
Pedlars who repeatedly tried to wean them away from their 
employers.? 

But, whatever his verdict may be, there is one point on which Harmon 
will mislead him. “The Hudson’s Bay Company’s men had in fact a good 
deal more than their salaries to exert themselves for. While the initiative 
for nearly every new step in these years naturally came from the men on 
the spot in Rupert’s Land, London made one important contribution of 
its own. “The Committee was warned by Humphrey Marten that the 
labouring men sent inland felt themselves quite inadequately rewarded 
for the hardships they endured and lacked interest in the success of the 
enterprise. In 1779, therefore, they not only approved retroactively 
Marten’s promise of a £2 gratuity for all “ Inland Servants ” over and 
above their basic pay, but also initiated a scheme of premiums which gave 
every man a personal reward proportionate to the overall success of the 
post at which he served. ‘To the post master they promised the sum of 
Is. Od. on every score of furs, valued in Made Beaver, that the post 
traded; to his assistant they promised 6d. a score; to each labouring 
man at the post they likewise promised 3d.3_ The stimulus was effective, 


1 This is not to argue that in later years the Hudson’s Bay Company did not 
suffer from having officers who lacked energy, initiative and plain ordinary 
competence, but simply to show that, as far as money can provide one, an 
incentive was offered. But there can come a point where money ceases to be a 
stimulus. In this connection one must mark the great expansion of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company between 1770 and 1800. In 1772 their servants totalled only 181 ; 
by 1799 the figure had risen to 529. This increase obviously called for a great 
increase in the number of their officers. “Thanks to the remarkably high standard 
of education prevailing in so remote a portion of Scotland as Orkney, the Com- 
pany could constantly and with fatal facility find men sufficiently literate for 
the management of a post among the ranks of their common labourers. When a 
man who had enlisted in hope of earning a labourer’s pay of a mere £6 a year 
found himself thus promoted he may well have felt he had no new worlds to 
conquer. See for example George Simpson’s character sketch of James Robert- 
son, “a steady good ceconomical trader at the height of his ambition ” (H[udson’s 
B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. I]. E. E. Rich and R. Harvey Fleming (eds.), 
Colin Robertson’s Correspondence Book, September 1817 to September 1822. 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1939, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record 
Society, 1939), p. 239). Too many James Robertsons would ruin any company. 
It may be an inspiring thought that every private who enlists in an army has 
a field marshal’s baton in his haversack, but a grim fate awaits the army that 
makes a habit of filling the rank of field marshal, and even of less responsible 
officers, with the talents of a private soldier. 

Get /116, August 20, 1776, fo. 5. PVA 07 12, 10.13 3 
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A decade later Edward Umfreville, after some experience of opposing 
the Hudson’s Bay Company on the Saskatchewan, was moved to describe 
the common Orkney labourer’s energy in pursuing his own and his 
Company’s advantage as “ sordidly avaricious’. “They. . - employ 
their time in endeavouring to enrich themselves, and their principals, by 
their diligence and unwearied assiduity ”.2. The payment of these 
premiums continued at least till 1806, as Messrs. J. B. Tyrrell and 
R. H. G. Leveson Gower have shown.? In that year Tomison (at last 
retired in Britain) applied for reemployment in America “* without 
deriving to himself any Emolument whatever but that of enjoying better 
Health there than he does in this Country”. His application was 
answered by the Committee’s resolution ‘‘ that Mr. William Tomison 
be engaged as an Inland Trader on the York or Churchill Establishment 
in consequence of his Request Viz To be allowed the usual premium on 
the Trade he procures without any Salary ”. 

So the Hudson’s Bay Company’s men did not lack financial encourage- 
ment to do their best for their employers in their struggle with the 
Pedlars for the furs of Rupert’s Land, and they were entitled to encourage- 
ment. The struggle was severe, bitter and especially unpleasant for the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s men, who were easily the weaker party. It 
was waged without benefit of referee, or, on the Pedlars’ side at anyrate, 
without any noticeable observance of the Queensberry rules. “The 
struggle was the occasion of the founding of the posts whose journals are 
here published, often the theme of the journals themselves, and always 
the chief preoccupation of their authors. No man’s achievement in any 
contest can be fairly assessed without some appreciation of the relative 
advantages and handicaps with which he entered it. Therefore it will 
be proper to imitate those sporting journalists, who, on the eve of a great 
prize fight, tabulate the weight and measurements of either pugilist, and 
to attempt here some balance of the contrasted handicaps of each rival in 
‘« the strife between the Companies ”’. 

On neither side were the handicaps small, but it was the handicaps of 
the Canadian traders that at the last proved fatal. “hey may therefore 
claim our attention first. 


LE, Umfreville, The Present State of Hudson’s Bay (London, 1790), Pp. 
DIC: 

2 Ibid. 

3Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 59°. 
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The chief handicap of the Nor’Westers is commonly accepted as 
being the immense length of the route by which they had to transport 
their goods and furs between Montreal and the North West. The burden 
of these journeys has never been concretely evaluated, nor is it easy to 
evaluate; but it has been held sufficient to account for the failure of the 
North West Company to survive their competition with the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. ‘That seems a decided exaggeration, but the handicap of 
the St. Lawrence route still was real. A clue to what it meant is provided 
by the estimate made in 1814 by Joseph Berens, Governor of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, that transportation by the St. Lawrence cost 
the Montrealers a sum that exceeded the equivalent costs of transportation 
from the Bay by at least £10,000 a year.t_ But this was only a part, and 
that the smaller part, of the burden the St. Lawrence route imposed on 
the Montrealers. “The colony of Lower Canada, unlike the barren 
shores of the Bay, had a regularly constituted colonial government, which 
needed a regular income. It found much of that income by levying an 
export tariff on furs shipped from Quebec. Professor Innis has traced 
these duties from 1784 to 1808 and found them to average some £20,000 
a year or rather more.” ‘This sum of itself seems sufficient to explain the 
Montrealers’ hankering for the right of entry into Hudson’s Bay, as an 
obvious measure of tax evasion; and over all the use of the St. Lawrence 
route would appear to have cost them some £30,000 a year, which the 


Hudson’s Bay Company did not have to find. 


1 Glazebrook, History of Transportation in Canada, p. 57. How accurate 
Beren’s figure was isa nice question. A point in favour of its approximate accuracy 
is the fact that for some time before it was made Colin Robertson had been urging 
the Hudson’s Bay Company to start using Montreal, and they had therefore had 
reason to investigate the costs of the St. Lawrence route. A point against its 
approximate accuracy is the fact that the circumstances in which Berens recorded 
it gave him every temptation to exaggerate. He was replying to the Nor’ Westers’ 
request for permission to use the Bay route which was passed to him through 
Lord Bathurst, Secretary of State for War and Colonies ; and he was raising the 
point that, if the right were conceded to the North West Company, the Hudson’s 
Bay Company would be entitled to financial compensation. In these circum- 
stances one would hardly expect him to begin by naming a minimum figure. 

2 Innis, Fur Trade in Canada, p. 181, citing Can. Arch., Q. CVIII, 59-61, 
“The shipment of furs from Quebec involved payment of a duty which brought 
in a revenue of £20,267. 16. g. in 1784 and an average of £22,021. 15. 4. for 
the nine years from 1793 to 1801. In 1808 duties averaged £20,000”. 
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£30,000 a year was a large handicap indeed, but it seems quite certain 
that it was not this that broke the North West Company. They had the 
lion’s share of the fur trade and ample material resources for carrying it on. 
Alexander Mackenzie, to be sure, gives a sombre and much quoted 
picture of the trials and labours of the St. Lawrence route, and of what 
“a very heavy business ” the pursuit of the fur trade by it was; but he 
shows how easily the burden was borne in his triumphant boast that, up 
to 1800, the North West Company enjoyed “ profits . . . surpassing . .. 
anything known in America ”? in spite of their handicaps. A decade 
later Colin Robertson was to report that the Montrealers secured profits 
amounting to £30,000 from the Athabaska Department alone; there 
the North West Company had no real competition till 1815, and even 
that competition hardly became effective before 1819. But this depart- 
ment, which was apparently able to defray the whole costs of the St. 
Lawrence route singlehanded, was only one of four (Montreal, Athabaska, 
New Caledonia and the Columbia) where the Montrealers had no competi- 
tion from their London rivals. Outside of this department they were 
still drawing fur from a larger area than that on which the London 
company subsisted and paid an annual dividend; and this they had done 
throughout their career. 

One may conclude therefore that the familiar complaint of William 
McGillivray that the North West Company had to seek amalgamation 
with the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1821 because it would be madness 
to continue competition “ against a Chartered Company, who brought 
their goods to the Indian Country at less than one half the Expence that 
ours cost us ” 2 can easily be taken too seriously. The route that caused 
McGillivray’s complaints was no longer in 1821 than it had been in 1 800 
when Mackenzie wrote so glowingly of the profits of the North West 
Company. The export duties, so far as Professor Innis has traced them, 
seem remarkably stable, with a tendency, if anything, to decline. 


il 
The really damaging flaws in the Nor’West organisation seem rather 
to have lain in their constitution. It was an equal partnership between 
the trader, who bartered goods in the Indian country, and the capitalist 
who provided the goods. The trader as well as the capitalist looked to a 


full and rich share of the Company’s profits each season. Once this was 
held to be the great strength of the Montreal concern, the incentive that 


North America ... In the Years 1789 and 1793 (London, 1801), pp. xxi—i. 
2 Wallace, Docs. Rel. N.W.C., p. 328. 
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lured them to the ends of the earth after beaver. More recently it has 
come to be regarded as the Company’s crying weakness. The system of 
dividing the spoils as soon as they were won meant that no reserve of 
capital was put by for a rainy day. When the course was easy, the North 
West Company went forward splendidly; on a hard grind they lacked 


financial stamina. 


The results of this weakness may not be apparent in our period when 
the North West Company’s opponents were weak and hampered, beaver 
were plentiful and profits came easily. Nevertheless it was present. So 
was another weakness sprung from the same source. As the Nor’West 
fur trader was not, like the Hudson’s Bay Company man, a salaried 
official hired by a group of capitalists, but the Montreal merchant’s equal, 
he was little subject to discipline or control. The North West Company’s 
one organ of government was the annual conference at Grand Portage 
or Fort William. “There the Montreal agent and the wintering partner 
from the trading ground met on an equal footing; each was free to 
vituperate the other in “ Discussions without end”, as Nicholas Garry 
wearily recorded of the last; neither had authority over the other. 
Legislation, indeed, they made aplenty; enforcement, however, is 
required to give legislation effect, and that was often another matter. One 
marks the extreme penalties provided; a rule, whose infraction brought a 
fine of £5,000,” seems inevitably to imply the attempt of the legislator 
to terrify where he does not hope to convict. A rule of 1806 by which 
the Company declined to house their men’s squaws and_half-breed 
children was criticised from the start as unenforceable.? In an astonishing 
degree each partner was free to conduct himself at his post as he saw fit 
and without regard to the prosperity of the whole. So David Thompson 
could openly boast of his defiance of a direct order to carry liquor over the 
Rockies,* or insist upon trading mountain goat skins when they were 
expressly not wanted and flatly refuse to touch them when they were found 
peculiarly profitable; ® and in neither matter was there machinery to 
compel him to act in the Company’s interest. 

In fact, take it all round, the North West Company go far to leave the 
impression of a sprawling, headless octopus. ‘Their tentacles may be 


1 Transactions of the] R{oyal] S{ociety of] Canada], 1900, “ Diary of 
Nicholas Garry ”, p. 118. 

eWallace, Docs, Rel. .N. W. Cs p. 117. 

* Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 469. 

4 J.B. Tyrrell, (ed.) David Thompson's Narrative of his Explorations in Western 
America, 1784-1812 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1916), p. 396. 

elbid., p: 380. 
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everywhere; the directing mind and master hand appear nowhere.! The 
methods in which their affairs were run reflect the weakness of their 
government. So when Simpson came to inspect the Columbia Depart- 
ment, which had been purely a North West concern till 1821, he 
reported (if we may use again his much quoted verdict) “ Everything 
appears to me on the Columbia on too extended a scale except the Trade 
and when I say that that is confined to Four permanent Establishments 
the returns of which do not amount to 20,000 Beaver & Otters altho the 
country has been occupied upwards of Fourteen Years I feel that a very 
Severe reflection is cast on those who have had the management of the 
Business ’.2. In another purely North West concern, the Montreal 
Department, Simpson found “‘ The Trade . . . has been conducted... on 
a very bad principle; that of not only feeding the Indians throughout the 
year, but giving them heavy debts which they rarely pay and indulging 
[them] in every species of extravagance ”. 

It may seem that we have strayed far from our appointed bounds of 
the period 1775-1782, but our wandering may not lack relevance. che 
weaknesses that become so apparent in the North West Company as they 
move towards their final ruin were an inheritance from the earliest 
Pedlars. ‘They hampered the Montrealers from the first and thereby 
eased the task of our journalists. Asin 1824 Simpson found former Nor’- 
Westers in Columbia eating extravagantly? and ruled by Indian women,” 
so in 1776 Alexander Henry complained to Cocking that the Pedlars up 


1 Some may object here that Simon McTavish had a very capable directing 
mind, but the objection hardly seems relevant, for this reason ; after the union of 
1821 the securing of efficient management of the fur trade involved George 
Simpson in a lifetime of ceaseless travel to every point where the Company traded ; 
but McTavish is never recorded as travelling beyond Grand Portage. 

2F. Merk, Fur Trade and Empire . . ., (Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1931), 
p- 65. 

8 H[{udson’s] B[ay Company] Series], Vol. III, R. Harvey Fleming (ed.), 
Minutes of Council Northern Department of Rupert Land, 1821-31 (Toronto, 
The Champlain Society, 1940, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 
1940), p. lii, Simpson to Roderick McKenzie, regarding the Portneuf post, April 
23,1826. Cited by H. A. Innis. 

4 Merk, Fur Trade and Empire, p. 47, “ The good people of Spokane District 
and I believe of the interior of the Columbia generally have since its first establish- 
ment shewn an extraordinary predilection for European Provisions without once 
looking at or considering the enormous price it costs; if they had taken the 
trouble they would have had little difficulty in discovering that all this time they 
may be said to have been eating Gold ”’. 

S Ibid: pas: 
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the Saskatchewan were squandering more on provisions and the wages 
of prostitution than on buying fur. As David Thompson refused to trade 
profitable goat skins, purely, it would seem, for the pleasure of spiting his 
partners, so again Henry produces a parallel to his wrong-headed feuding. 
The Pedlars, he told Cocking in 1776, had adopted a judicious plan to 
lay their goods “ in one common Stock for the time, and one person takes 
the Direction of the whole, each Trader receiving his proportion of Furrs 
according to his Stock ”’; 2 but to no avail— the minds of the Natives ar 
he continued, “are continually corrupting by the separate interest of 
the Traders who use very ungenerous methods with each other ””.3 By 
spring those “ungenerous methods” had blossomed into open rupture; 
Cocking was “‘ informed that the Master Pedlars up above are at present 
at Variance and some of them parted Stocks, one in particular is Tenting 
& ‘Trades without the Stockades”.4 Thus the end of a first year of 
tentative cooperation saw the Canadian traders in much the same position 
as its beginning when Henry had found them at Grand Portage “in a 
state of extreme reciprocal hostility ”’.6 If it was only after our period 
that Edward Umfreville joined the North West Company, what he 
observed of them may still be relevant. ‘‘ Since I have embarked in the 
Canadian employ [7.e. between 1784 and 1787] I have frequently 
observed ”, he writes, “a profuse expenditure of goods made to Indians, 
for very frivolous ends, or more properly for no end at all; which to my 
certain knowledge is not practised in the other service [i.e. the Hudson’s 
Bay Company]. Tvhis practice is productive of nothing, but the corrup- 
tion of the Indians ”’.6 This story of extravagance and a most wasteful 
and damaging mutual rivalry among the Montrealers is fully confirmed 


BTSee Pp: 37. a See ps 20; 

piGee Pp. 30; a Seep. 47. 

° J. Bain (ed.), Travels &F Adventures In Canada and the Indian Territories 
Between the Years 1760 and 1776 By Alexander Henry Fur Trader (Toronto, 
TGO1), >. 295. 

6 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p.216. Umfreville, it is necessary 
to remark, is not an easy witness to handle on this subject. Morton, indeed, 
declares his book to be “ the first, but by no means the most substantial, of a long 
series of pamphlets, which are more or less propaganda against the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, and . . . devised to win the favour of the public for the North West 
‘concern’.” (Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 340). Were this the case 
whatever Umfreville says to the detriment of the Montrealers would certainly 
command unquestioning acceptance. But I cannot convince myself that the case 
is as simple as this. Umfreville had served both companies and apparently been 
happy with neither. After his years with the North West Company he had 
endeavoured to secure re-employment with the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1789 
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by Alexander Mackenzie’s account of the fur trade before the formation 
of the North West Company; what may be worth remarking is that the 
advantages the Hudson’s Bay Company drew from these weaknesses of 
their rivals did not cease with their amalgamation into one concern in 
1779 or even in 1804. 


ll 

The extravagance of the Pedlars extended to their personal manners 
of living and travelling, but their taste for luxury was frequently, it would 
appear, not matched by even an elementary degree of personal competence. 
Here our witness is Philip Turnor. He may have been a Hudson’s Bay 
Company man, but that he was sane and level-headed few would care to 
deny, and his journals were written not for publication, but for the 
private eye of employers who wanted objective reporting. It would 
therefore seem reasonable to accept him as a good witness. If the 
Montrealer adventured into a wild and virgin land, he still declined to leave 
his luxuries behind him, and Turnor’s description of the plush fashion in 
which a young Pedlars’ clerk of the 1770's expected to brave the terrors 
of the north is as lively as it is imperfectly punctuated. It is given as a 
warning to the Hudson’s Bay Company Committee of the temptation 
their own men might be under to join their rivals. “ In my humble 
opinion ”, wrote Turnor, “ your Honors never need be surprised should 
you find great difficulty in keeping your Inland Officers as the Canadians 
prefer them to most others . . . it is not to be wondered at that they should 
make your Servants great offers which is constantly the case, when they 
give Men which never saw an Indian One Hundred Pounds Pr. Annum, 
his Feather Bed carried in the Canoe, his Tent which is exceeding good, 
pitched for him, his Bed made and he and his girl carried in and out of the 
Canoe and when in the Canoe [he] never touches a Paddle unless for his 
own pleasure all of these indulgences I have been an Eye Wutness to. . . if 


and had failed (Wallace, Docs. Rel. N. W.C., p. 504). The Present State of 
Hudson’s Bay, published in 1790, was his immediate revenge for this disappoint- 
ment (Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales's Fort... 1769, 1770, 1771, and 
1772 by Samuel Hearne, p. 42) and the Hudson’s Bay Company is certainly the 
first object of his spleen. But in view of the fact that a year before the book was 
written he had apparently liked the North West Company even less than the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, I find it hard to accept his charges against the Mon- 
trealers as that best of all evidence, a partisan’s admissions against his own cause. 
Therefore I have endeavoured to cite him as a witness against the North West 
Company only when some supporting testimony is available. 
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he chuses to keep a girl which most of them does the Masters find her in 
Apparel so that they need not spend one farthing of their Wages ”’.! 
By contrast, T'urnor continues, a Hudson’s Bay Company officer “ takes 
[1.e. paddles] the half of a Canoe and does the same duty as another Man, 
an other substantial reason why the Canadians prefer your Servants ”; and 
after a hard day’s paddling the Hudson’s Bay Company officer was not 
borne carefully ashore to an “exceeding good” tent ready pitched, 
there to recline with a girl upon a feather bed spread ready for them. He 
would simply wade up the bank, “ role him self in a Blanket and lay 
under a Tree if nigh unto them ”’.? 

Here it may perhaps be repeated that the earlier Hudson’s Bay Company 
officers at least had lived and travelled alone with bands of Indians. In 
the course of this experience, apart from learning to rough it, live upon 
the country and generally fend for themselves, they inevitably acquired 
the Indian languages. “This fact alone would explain Turnor’s surprise 
at finding the Pedlars would pay £100 to a clerk who “ never saw an 
Indian ”’, for they then had also to hire an interpreter to do all his talking 
for him. Yet neglect even to learn the language of their customers was 
a common failing of the Montrealers, and by 1800 no fewer than 
seventy-one interpreters figured on their payroll.4 

But the Hudson’s Bay Company men learnt more of the Indians than 
their language by living alone in their midst; they acquired a large 
insight into their character, and to this may be attributed the coolness and 
success with which they seem to have managed the natives when they were 
inclined to be troublesome.> “These qualities were by no means character- 
istic of the Montrealers, according to our journalists; ® their witness to 


1 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 252-3. 

2 Ibid., pp. 252-3. 

3 So in Daniel Harmon’s very first winter in the west (1800-01) two courses 
were considered for him ; either that he should stay the winter at Fort Alexandria 
“with Mr. McLeod ” or that he should go off and build beside the Hudson’s 
Bay people who were about three leagues distant from him (Harmon, Voyages 
and Travels, October 12, 1800, p. 57). In the event he did not build a new and 
closely competitive post of his own, but that such a job should be considered for 
a greenhorn seems noteworthy. He could have been little more than a figurehead 
for an interpreter who would do much as he pleased. 

4 Mackenzie, Voyages, pp. xxvi-vii. After nine years’ fur trading in the 
Indian territories, Daniel Harmon was apparently still dependent on a French 
interpreter in his dealings with Indians. Vide his references to “ my Interpreter ”, 
(Voyages and Travels, p. 180). 

5 See p. 187, and Hudson House Journal, March 4, 1781. 

eisee p..187. 
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this effect is well supported, first by Alexander Mackenzie,! and 
secondly by Henry’s story of the extortions of Chatique which ended 
with a whole brigade of white men with firearms yielding blackmail to a 
single savage with a spear.2 Likewise the employment of space in 
Pedlars’ canoes for carrying tents, girls and featherbeds must have done 
something to compensate for the inferior cargo capacity of the craft with 
which the Hudson’s Bay Company men had to content themselves in the 
earlier days of competition. 

Finally, while the glamorous allurements of service with the 
Pedlars failed to seduce the Hudson’s Bay Company officers into the 
Montreal concern,? their hardihood and willingness to work for their 
living brought their Company an obvious advantage over such 
sybaritic competitors; and this, as Turnor indicates, the Master Pedlars 
recognised. 


1 Mackenzie, Voyages, pp. x-xi: “To such a height had they carried this 
licentious conduct, that they were in a continual state of alarm, and were even 
frequently stopped to pay tribute on their route into the country ; though they 
had adopted the plan of travelling together in parties of thirty or forty canoes, 
and keeping their men armed ”. 

2 Bain, Travels and Adventures... By Alexander Henry, p. 261. 

3 The contrary was suggested twenty years ago by Professor Innis and is 
perhaps the accepted view: “... the Northwest Company during its period of 
expansion was able to attract [from the Hudson’s Bay Company] by its elastic 
organization such able men as Umfreville and David Thompson ”’, wrote Innis, 
as evidence that the Hudson’s Bay Company “ suffered materially through the 
rigidity of the organization ” (Fur Trade in Canada, p. 158). In both these 
cases, however, personal piques and incompatibilities seem the cause of the men 
concerned leaving the Hudson’s Bay Company ; see, for example, ‘Thompson’s 
abusive letter of resignation to Joseph Colen dated June 1, 1797, which failed to 
mention his not being employed on surveying, though he later alleged this to be 
the cause of his changing employers (Tyrrell, David Thompson’s Narrative, p. xli— 
iii) ; and the extent of Umfreville’s spleen against Humphrey Marten is vividly 
written in his book (Present State of Hudson’s Bay, pp. 90, 107, 108-9, 133). 
To these two W. S. Wallace has but few additions to make in his biographical 
vignettes of the Nor’Westers. He lists there Henry Hallett who was dismissed 
from the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1810 because of his “‘ atrocious cowardly 
murder of an Indian”, but promptly found employment with the Montrealers 
(Wallace, Docs. Rel. N.W.C., pp. 455-6) ; James Heron, who deserted to the 
North West Company in 1815 “ because of bad treatment Va bids. pA So) 
and George McDougall who came to Peace River as one of John Clarke’s clerks 
in 1815 and deserted the same year (ibid., p. 467). Another name to be added is 
that of Isaac Batt who deserted the Hudson’s Bay Company to join Paterson in 
1775, but returned to the English company in 1777. 
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Lack of discipline, extravagance, personal incompetence and luxurious- 
ness are handicaps indeed, but they were not the only handicaps of the 
Montrealers. ‘They suffered also from a damaging penchant for resorting 
to violence and fraud against any who stood in their way. ‘This is not to 
deny that in early days at least numerous examples of the interchange 
of courtesy and mutual assistance may be found in the relations of rival 
Hudson’s Bay Company men and Montrealers; nor that the generaliza- 
tion that the Montrealers were unscrupulous and brutal may be punctured 
by citing individual examples of men who rose markedly superior to their 
fellows. But there is a quip that runs “ All generalizatons are false— 
including this one”! And no more than any other is the generalization 
that the average type attracted to the Montreal fur trade was unscrupulous 
and violent to be invalidated by citing exceptions. There were indeed 
such men as Harmon, Thompson, Roderick McKenzie or John Mc- 
Loughlin; but almost from the start deceit and brutality appear in the 
North West story. | 

The general view is perhaps that the profits of the Canadian fur traders 
did not suffer from the violence they practised toward the Hudson’s Bay 
Company and that their shameless use of force and fraud must be con- 
doned because it secured them fur at the expense of their English 
rivals, Up to a point there is no disputing this verdict. Lack of 
honour, conscience and scruple is indeed a key that opens many an 
advantageous door to those capable of using it. It can also, however, 
prove a boomerang, and it did. So Frobisher, wrote Humphrey Marten 
to London, very much wished to secure the services of Robert Longmoor, 
who was as useful a linguist, as shrewd a trader and skilled a canoeman 
as he was a hardy traveller; but the threats and insults lavished on him 
by Frobisher and Henry on June 17, 1776, can have left little likelihood 
of Longmoor being interested in changing employers. Yet the fact that 
their conduct went far to secure to the Hudson’s Bay Company the con- 
tinued services of their ablest servants was the least of the disadvantages 
imposed on the Montrealers by their brutal manners. Their violence 
and deceit were not reserved for the Hudson’s Bay Company alone but 
were impartially bestowed on the Indians and voyageurs as well. Both 
resented them. 

How the methods of the Pedlars could stir the profound resentment 
of the natives is indicated by an incident recorded by Alexander Mac- 
kenzie. In 1780, he says, most of the Pedlars on the Saskatchewan 
were at the Eagle Hills. ‘There “a large band of Indians being engaged 


in drinking about their houses, one of the traders, to ease himself of the 
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troublesome importunities of a native, gave him a dose of laudanum ina 
glass of grog, which effectually prevented him from giving further trouble 
to any one, by setting him asleep for ever. This accident produced a fray, 
in which one of the traders and several of the men were killed, while the 
rest had no other means to save themselves but by a precipitate flight, 
abandoning a considerable quantity of goods and near half the furs which 
they had collected during the winter and the spring”. Similar attacks 
were made on forts on the Assiniboine River, adds Mackenzie, who 
suspected “that the natives had formed a resolution to extirpate the 
traders”. The salvation of the traders he ascribed only to the disastrous 
outbreak of smallpox, so vividly described in the last of the journals to be 
published in the next volume; and he traced the cause of the Indians’ 
hostility explicitly to “ the irregularity pursued in carrying on the trade * 

Such is the evidence of the Montrealers’ own historian. In the 
journals of Philip Turnor and Robert Longmoor the story is confirmed 
‘n outline and corrected in detail and a clue to what Mackenzie meant 
by “ irregularity ” is provided.” Longmoor and Turnor were not indeed 
at the Eagle Hills, the site of what they call the Pedlars’ Upper Settlement. 
They were at the Pedlars’ “ Middle Settlement” (or the “ Upper 
Settlement ” of the Hudson’s Bay Company) that lay between the Eagle 
Hills and Sturgeon River Fort. What they tell about the actual attack 
is therefore not an eye witness account, but it does record the story told by 
the fugitives, within three or four days of the occurrence of the events 
described. ‘The attack at Eagle Hills, then, did not in fact take place in 
1780, but on April 22, 1779.* Not several, but only two, white men 
were killed. The poisoning of the Indian took place, not on the day of 
the attack, but during the previous autumn, and was only one of the 
causes of the outbreak. Further contributory causes were the avariciously 
exorbitant prices the Montrealers charged, and, in particular, the conduct 
of the Pedlar Charles McCormick. In these journals he is described as 
“going about Sword in hand, threatning the Natives to make them 
trade with him, whither they will or no ”,° and when they would not, it 


. 


appears from Turnor that his practice was to cut their tents in pieces.® 


1 Mackenzie, Voyages, pp. xill-iv. 

2 See p. 332, and Tyrrell, Journals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 224-85 

3 See p. 287; 0. 3, and p. 311, n. I. 

4 Hence Mackenzie would appear to have been mistaken when he supposed 
nothing but the smallpox could have saved the traders from the Indians’ resolution 
to extirpate them. The smallpox did not come till 1781-82. 

5 See pp. 290, 327. 

6 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 226. 
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Indeed McCormick was so specially hated that one of his men is recorded 
as being murdered by two Indians “ for no other reason than being a 
Frenchman and a Servant to McCormack ”.! But the practice of “ going 
about Sword in hand” was not peculiar to him. From their “ Middle 
Settlement ”’ too the Pedlars Graves and Holmes sent off parties of up to 
‘20 armed men ”? with goods to trade; and any Indians who came to 
Holmes with fur he took “ within his stockadoes and Locked them up and 
would not let them out untill ” he had their very last skin. 

It is comprehensible that the Indians should have resented this sort of 
treatment. Why the Pedlars, with their large numbers of men, should 
have had no other resource than “ precipitate flight ” (as Mackenzie put 
it) was less comprehensible till 1934, when the Champlain Society 
published ‘Turnor’s journal for 1778-79. Then the point emerged that 
the French employees of the Pedlars were left with too little regard for 
their employers to lift a finger in their defence; rather, some of them 
threatened, in effect, to make common cause with the Indians. So when 
the shooting started at Eagle Hills the only two of the whole Canadian 
outfit “ that stood their ground was Jacobs an Englishman and Fisher a 
Highlander ”’, “all the others having taken shelter in their houses ’’.4 
When the news reached the Pedlars’ ““ Middle Settlement ”’, says Turnor, 
“ Robt. Longmore and my self was sent for by Willm. Holmes who 
informed us that his men was much sett against us and likewise against 
every Englishman 5 upon that spot and insisted they had sett the Indians 
against the Canadians and said if the People which was at the uper 
settlement was killed they would not let one Englishman ® pass the 
setting River”’.? And if Holmes generally told the truth with the 
infrequency of one who regarded it as too rare and valuable an article for 
everyday use,® he certainly believed what he said on this occasion; for 
Longmoor and Turnor found him shut up in his quarters “‘ setting with 
a brace of Pistols & a Cutlass and Powder and Ball before him to defend 


1 Tbid., pp. 235-6. a See po 22, 

® See p. 328, and Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 222. 

ei bid., p: 227. 

° T.e., against their own employers, as well as the Hudson’s Bay Company men. 

6 If it is not pedantic to say so, this word is a misnomer as Graves and Turnor 
were apparently the only Englishmen at the Pedlars’ Middle Settlement, and 
the Canadians equally threatened Holmes, who was Irish, Longmoor who was 
Lowland Scots and the other Hudson’s Bay Company servants who were Orca- 
dian. 

* Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 225. 

8 E.g., his letter to Tomison of December 2, 1779. Cf. p. lii. 
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himself against his own men ”.? Here was a degree of ill-will rare in the 
least cordial of master-and-man relationships! It can have contributed 
little to Holmes’ success as a fur-trader. 

But the Montrealers in general suffered much at the hands of their 
employees, who missed few opportunities of cheating their masters, if 
Umfreville is to be believed. The voyageurs were, he writes, ‘“‘ generally 
in debt, and having neither good name, integrity, nor property to lose, 
are always neglectful of the property committed to their charge ”’.? Here 
the words “ generally in debt ” will recall Alexander Henry the elder’s 
account of how he came to the Saskatchewan. He told Cocking he had 
thought of retiring after some years of successful trade near Lake Superior, 
“ but several of his former men being in his Debt and having an Inclina- 
tion to see this Part He has made this Journey to Trade as well as to 
clear his Debtors ”’.* 

That men should run into debt to their masters followed naturally 
from the Pedlars’ system of paying their men in truck at highly inflated 
prices. As Cocking reported Henry’s explanation of the system, the pay 
of the Pedlars’ men was on paper high, ranging from £12 to £304 year; 
but he continues “ The last Sum is only a trifle (comparatively) to the 
Men, as the extremely exorbitant Price that they are obliged to pay for 
Necessaries 4 they take up clears most of the Expence; if it was not for this 
I have heard the Masters say their Expences would be too great for their 
Proffits, for which reason, any Man that proves only a middling G&cono- 
mist is seldom employed a second year, keeping only a few of the very 
best of this sort”. “The men, moreover, were “ bound to their Fidelity 
by strong Engagements ”.® So it would appear that Henry was paddled 


1 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 225; 

2 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 213. 

3See p. 37. The passage is familiar from its citation in full by Tyrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 40. 

4“ Necessaries ” included the ammunition with which the voyageur killed his 
own rations during the winter, for at this date Master Pedlars contracted only to 
feed their men during the actual voyages. So Frobisher told Andrew Garrett at 
Cumberland House (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 192). 

5 A.r1/116, fo. 17d., Cocking to the London Committee, September I, 1770: 
This subject is discussed, perhaps somewhat misleadingly, by Morton, History 
of the Canadian West, pp. 353-4. He cites from a French visitor the following 
description of the system which in turn was drawn from an Italian traveller, 
Count Andreani: “As the men employed [in the North West trade] . . are 
paid in merchandize which the Company sells with an enormous profit, it is 
obvious at how cheap a rate these people are paid. . . These servants of the 
Company are in general extravagant, given to drinking and excess ; and these 
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all the way to the Saskatchewan in 1775 by veyageurs who served him 
because they were ground between a lower millstone of past extortion 
and an upper millstone of the law that dealt with breach of contract and 
unpaid obligations. And this, Umfreville intimates, was “‘ generally ” 
the condition of the veyageurs. It is small wonder, then, that he should 
have to add “ very few of them can be trusted with a small assortment of 
goods ”’ to trade for their master, “ but it is ten to one that he is defrauded 
of the whole by commerce with Indian women, or some other species of 
peculation 1 Robbing those who first robbed them was but too natural 
a means for the voyageurs to get some of their own back. Nor is it very 
remarkable that at the Eagle Hills they should have shown so little 
inclination to risk their skins in defence of their masters. The troubles 
of Shylock rarely command a self-sacrificial sympathy. 

So much for the reaction of the Montrealers’ employees to the treat- 
ment they received. We are not yet quite done, however, with the 
Indians’ reaction. The repercussions of their attack on the Eagle Hills 
settlement did not end with the shooting there and were felt at the 
Pedlars’ Middle Settlement too. The immediate upshot of the incident 
was that the Hudsons’ Bay Company men, who had traded all their 
goods and were almost unarmed ? left the Middle Settlement (Longmoor’s 


are exactly the people whom the Company wants. The speculation on the 
excesses of these people is carried so far, that if one of them happened [sic] to lead 
a regular sober life, he is burdened with the most laborious work, until by con- 
tinual ill-treatment he is driven to drunkenness and debauchery, which vices 
causes the rum, blankets and trinkets to be sold to greater advantage’. Not 
content with stating a general fact, Andreani tried to produce figures to fortify 
his case, but, says Morton, “ Unfortunately for the argument, many of the figures 
are palpably wrong ”’, and Morton’s statistical evidence is presented in a way that 
leaves Andreani’s sketch of the North West Company’s system appearing a baseless 
canard. But independent evidence is not wanting to indicate it was no such 
thing. Hearne records (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p- 192) that 
Frobisher told Andrew Garrett at Cumberland House in 1775 that if the Pedlars 
were not able to pay “ their wages with a handfull of goods it would not be worth 
their while to come inland ”’—a statement Henry echoes here. The few 
“middling CEconomists ”’ who Henry says were re-employed, were “‘divided ”’, 
writes Cocking, “in the Canoes as the most responsible for payment ”’; for the 
Pedlars’ employees were bound “ to pay for all Damages that happen through 
misconduct’. The apparent meaning of this is that, as thriftless squanderers 
could not pay for the damage they did, decent men were employed only in order 
that their pay might defray the damage done by their worthless fellows. 

1 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 211. 

2 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p- 228, “The Honourable Companys 
Servants had but four old Guns the others some a Pistol & Cutlass and others a 
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upper settlement) for Cumberland House. They were soon followed. 
A few days after their departure the report of a large gang of Indians 
coming to trade was too much for the stomach of Graves and Holmes. 
“Not thinking themselves safe with upwards of Sixty Men”, says 
Turnor, they embarked “ in confusion ”? ! and reached Cumberland on 
May 17. 

In the next season Holmes and his fellows still remained shy of going 
far up the Saskatchewan. ‘They established their main post no higher 
than Sturgeon River, while, to their disadvantage, Tomison and Long- 
moor went on upstream to build Hudson House between them and their 
yacated Middle Settlement of the previous season. Thus situated, 
Hudson House was the farthest-flung trading post on the Saskatchewan 
in the fall of 1779 and accordingly all the Indians of the upper waters of 
that river became the customers of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Pang- 
man and Holmes, torn between avarice for fur and anxiety for their 
scalps, yearned to get Tomison and Longmoor away. ‘To this end, on 
December 2, 1779, they sent them a note, which, to give credit where 
credit is due, may be described as a real gem of improbable hypocrisy. 
Protesting the “ Duty ‘ncumbent in all white People in this Remote 
Part of the World, to Give all the Information or Intelligence that we 
Can ”, they said they had heard “ the Dissagreable News of Cumberland 
House, Being Cut off, in the fall, By a Band of yr. Half Home Guards ”’; 
the story had been told them “ Very Privately ”, as their informant 
feared “ the Natives of the Place might Bear him a Grudge, & Kill Him”’. 
To their grim news they kindly appended the festive postscript—* Mr. 
Holmes Presents His Compliments to Messrs, Tomason & Long- 
moore, Requests the favor of their Company on Christmas day, to dine 
and spend the day . . . if not Convenient for Both, Begs a Visit from 
One? 

In this tangled web of unskilful lying it is not easy to pick the least 
probable statement. “There were scarcely any Indians on the continent 
less likely to attack a Hudson’s Bay Company post than such old customers 


hatchet and had not a Load of Powder and Ball for each peice untill assisted by ”” 
Holmes’ partner Graves who in this common crisis supplied his fellow “ English- 
men ” with ammunition. Among the unarmed Hudson’s Bay Company men 
was Longmoor himself, who had sent his own gun away to an Indian on Decem- 
ber 29, 1778. His journal for April 27, 1779 “ we are of opinion that we have 
more friends than enemies amongst the Indians ” sould explain this remarkable 
lack of weapons. 

1 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 232. 

2 A.11/116, fos. 61-61a. 
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of the Company as the ‘‘ Half Home Guards ”; 1 it is hardly conceivable 
that in the native land of the ‘ moccasin telegraph ” such an event as the 
destruction of Cumberland House should remain a close-kept secret from 
“the fall” till December 2; and if Holmes supposed that the news of 
their chief inland post being reduced to a heap of blackened ashes diversi- 
fied with scalped corpses would leave Tomison and Longmoor either the 
time or wish for Christmas jollification at Sturgeon River, he was as 
inept a psychologist as he was an incompetent liar. “Tomison declined to 
gratify his rivals. He contented himself with sending the veteran Isaac 
Batt to visit Cumberland (where he duly found all well and blithely 
unaware of having had the misfortune to be “ cut off’) and neither 
accepted nor acknowledged the invitation to Christmas dinner. 

So Holmes found the Hudson’s Bay Company men were not to be 
induced to abandon their post by falsehood nor lured into his power by 
specious hospitality, and realised that if he were to have a profitable 
season at all he must brave the risks of occupying his old post. It is to his 
credit that among all the Pedlars he was the one who dared to venture 
upstream beyond Hudson House, as described in its journal for January 
26, 1780. But even he was scarcely happy in his old quarters, for it 
appears that he made a practice of slipping back his furs as fast as he 
traded them 2—a precaution that had the merit of leaving him ready at 
any moment for another “ precipitate flight”. Conduct that led 


1“ By the Home-guard Indians ”’, runs an editorial note in Hearne’s Fourney 
Srom Prince of Wales’s Fort. ... In the Years 1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772 (R252). 
“we are to understand certain of the natives who are immediately employed 
under the protection of the Company’s servants, reside on the plantation, and are 
employed in hunting for the Factory”. Indians from as far afield as Basquiau, 
on the other hand, are referred to by Hearne himself as “ foreign Indians ” 
(ibid., p. 338). A “Half Home Guard” Indian may be presumed to be 
something between these two—a native of country some distance inland from 
Churchill or York but north or north and east of Lake Winnipeg; such a 
definition also seems consistent with Hearne’s use of the term in his Cumberland 
House Journal (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor,p. 157). Holmes and 
Pangman would therefore have had Tomison believe Cumberland had been 
destroyed by Forest Indians, who were by no means conveniently situated to 
attack it. They were likewise Indians with whom Holmes and Pangman can 
hardly have had any real acquaintance ; had they known them, they might have 
been aware that the Forest Indians in general were, in contrast to the Plains 
Indians, very unwarlike, except when grossly provoked. Finally, it is hard to see 
how the “ foreign Indians ” of Basquiau and the Saskatchewan could have any 
comprehensible motive for concealing the acts of the “ Half Home Guards”. 

* Hudson House Journal, February 6, 12, 18, 19, 21, 1780. 
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to fears and precautions of this sort cannot be called efficient fur 
trading. 


Vv 


By their extravagance and their violence and fraud the Montrealers 
presented the Hudson’s Bay Company men with an opportunity to seize 
the advantages to be derived from the practices of thrift and giving the 
native a square deal. These opportunities were not let slide. 

Year after year for a century past the letters from London to the Bay 
had directed the factors to use the Indians with civility and kindness. 
This policy continued and there can be no question the Hudson’s Bay 
Company gained by it. For example, during his short stay at the Pedlars’ 
Middle Settlement on the Saskatchewan in the spring of 1779 ‘Turnor 
noted on three separate occasions how Indians would consent to trade 
with the Canadians only when they found Robert Longmoor had run 
out of liquor. On the third occasion in particular “a Large gang... 
with upwards of Thirty Horses well Loaded and a great number of Dogs * 
_. . said they did not come to trade with them [i.e. the Pedlars] but with 
Robert Longmore, and said the Englishmen where their Country men ”’.? 
Indeed, according to Turnor, the remarkable hold that the Montrealers 
recognised Tomison and Longmoor in particular as having on the affec- 
tion and regard of the natives was no small part of their reason for wanting 
these men in their service.2 Again in 1781 Humphrey Marten could 
report “ Your Servants Inland are remarkably Friendly with the Natives 
except when the latter are in Liquor ”’; as evidence he cited the numbers 
of Indians who were willing to assist them in transporting furs down 
to York and trading goods up to Cumberland 4—and in this period 
such assistance was a service vital to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
survival. 

The advantages the Hudson’s Bay Company gained from the contrast 


1 The dogs like the horses may be presumed to have drawn sleds or been loaded 
with ¢ravois, in the fashion illustrated by George Catlin, Letters (F Notes... 0% 
the North American Indians (London, 1841), Vol. I, Plate 21, opposite p. 44. 

2 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 223. 

3 Ibid., p. 253; ‘‘ The Canadians . . . are of Opinion could they get Mr. 
Willm. Tomison & Robt. Longmore into their service they would in a great 
measure wean the Affection of the Indians from Your Honors Servants, which 
with submission to Your Honors I believe to be to true as there is not an Indian 
in that part of Country but Mr. Willm. Tomison or Robt. Longmore or both of 
them is acquainted with and many of them not known by any other of Your 
Honors Servants and the Indians seem very fond of them both”. 

4 A.11/116, fo. 94. 
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of their conduct towards the Indians with that of their rivals are perhaps 
still more sharply pointed by Edward Umfreville in 1790. ‘“ The 
Hudson’s Bay traders”, he wrote, ‘‘ have ingratiated themselves more 
into the esteem and confidence of the natives”? than the Canadian 
traders whose “ great imprudence, and bad way of living . . . have been 
an invincible bar to the emolument of their employers”. ‘‘ The 
advantage of trade”, he proceeds, “ is evidently on their [the Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s] side; their men, whose honesty is incorruptible, being 
more to be depended upon ’’; whereas the Canadian traders “ from a 
confirmed habit in bad courses ” of “‘ quarrelling, drunkenness, deception, 
&c.”, were “ held in abhorrence and disgust, even by the Indians, who 
. .. hold the generality of the Canadian traders in detestation and con- 
fernpt”’.4 

Such were the one-sided advantages over their rivals that the Hudson’s 
Bay Company derived from fair and honourable treatment of the natives. 
Colin Robertson ? and George Simpson 8 offer evidence to show that the 


1 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, pp. 208-10. By “ employers ” 
he presumably means the agents in Montreal, as it seems clear from his context 
that by “ Canadian traders ”’ he means wintering partners, not exgagés. 

2 Cf. his statement to William Auld in 1809, referring to ‘“‘ The mode you 
employ in transacting business with the natives of this Country, where your 
Candour and Generosity so far eclipses that of the Canadian Merchant ”’, 
(H{udson’s] Bfay Company] S[eries], Vol. II, E. E. Rich and R. Harvey Fleming 
(eds.), Colin Robertson’s Correspondence Book, September 1817 to September 1822 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1939, and London, The Hudson’s Bay 
Record Society, 1939), p. xxv). 

3 In Athabaska in 1820 he found an enthusiastic supporter in the Indian 
named Blackflesh whose son had been “‘ murdered by Simon McGillivray ” of the 
North West Company. Thereafter Blackflesh, very comprehensibly, had “a 
serious misunderstanding ”’ with that Company whose representative George 
Keith threatened that, if he joined the Hudson’s Bay Company “ this winter, he 
and his family would starve the next, as the N.W. would be Masters of the 
Country, and all connected with the H. B. Coy. taken prisoners and sent to 
Montreal in Irons”’. But, writes Simpson, the old man retorted “ if we were 
driven from hence, he could find his way to the Stone Fort at Churchill”. 
(H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. I, E. E. Rich (ed.), Fournal of 
Occurrences in the Athabasca Department by George Simpson, 1820 and 1821, 
and Report (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1938, and London, The Hudson’s 
Bay Record Society, 1938), p. 76). He could probably have done it too; Dr. 
Richardson states that even in the late 1820’s Indians from Athabaska occasion- 
ally crossed the Barrens to trade at Churchill (J. Richardson, Fauna Boreali- 
Americana ; or the Zoology of the Northern Parts of British America ...(London, 
1829), p. xxv). At the sea coast they could, of course, be given a much more 
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Hudson’s Bay Company were permitted to continue enjoying them 
through to the very last days of the strife between the Companies. As for 
thrift, Umfreville’s comments on how completely wanting it often was 
in the conduct of the Montrealers have already been cited; they do not 
lack confirmation in these journals. “The Hudson’s Bay Company on 
the other hand perhaps carried thrift too far; “Their unseasonable 
parsimony ”, Umfreville writes, “‘ has hitherto been proved very favour- 
able to their Canadian Opponents ”; but, all the same, he reports, “ In 
proportion to the goods imported, the Company export a greater quantity 
of furs, and these in better preservation, and consequently more valuable ”. 
In support of this verdict he produces an interesting score sheet of the 
comparative success of the rival traders on the Saskatchewan in 1787; 
and as he was himself serving with the North West Company on that 
river in that year } he was perhaps as well placed as anyone to know what 
success each party had. According to his information the Hudson’s Bay 
Company brought in 240 “pieces ” of trade goods weighing 70 lbs. each, 
in return for which they carried out 320 seventy-pound packs of fur; 
the Nor’Westers, on the other hand, had brought in 600 “ pieces ” 
of goods weighing go Ibs. each, for which they received but 303 ninety- 
pound packs of fur.2. If Umfrevilles’ figures are correct, the two-to-one 
disadvantage of costs, so loudly complained of by the North West Com- 
pany and blamed on the length of the St. Lawrence route, seems more than 
a little due to mere shiftlessness and lack of proper control and accounting 
on the trading ground itself. 
vl 

Such were the chief weaknesses that hampered the fur traders from 
Montreal. The Hudson’s Bay Company’s servants were not unaware 
of them, but they were, naturally, far more keenly aware of the seemingly 
insoluble difficulties that bedevilled their own best endeavours. To these 
we must now turn. 

Perhaps the greatest of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s disadvantages lay 
in the fact that their every decision was unavoidably based on stale 
intelligence. ‘Today, when the news of an aeroplane crash in California, 


favourable standard of trade than at the terminus of the vast line of communica- 
tion to Athabaska. 


1 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, pp. 146, 208. 

2Ibid., p. 215. Umfreville does not name the Saskatchewan but in the 
present context simply calls it “‘ this river”. It seems however to be firmly 
identified by his description of it, and the mention of his own residence on it in 


‘the winter of the years 1784, 1785, 1786 and 1787 ” (ibid., pp. 146-8). 
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or the lunch-time score of a cricket match in Sydney, is known the world 
over in a matter of hours or less, it is hard to appreciate the almost 
frightening blindness and ignorance in which the Hudson’s Bay Company 
perforce conducted their American business. 

The short navigation season of the Arctic permitted ships only once a 
year to reach each of the three main posts on the shores of Hudson Bay. 
The little fleet of vessels would leave the Thames in May, coast north- 
ward up the eastern side of Britain, pause briefly in the Orkneys and then 
head away westward over the Atlantic. After more or less trouble with 
ice in Hudson Strait, they would turn Cape Wolstenholme and diverge 
their separate ways to reach Churchill River, York, Moose or Albany in 
the second or third week of August or, occasionally, rather later. In the 
first or second week of September each vessel would weigh anchor for 
the homeward journey. Sometime in November, or far on in October, 
as the whim of the winds and ice decreed, she would butt her way up the 
Channel, round the corner of the Kentish coast and come to her berth 
at last inthe London river. Then the directors would receive the reports 
which told how each of their posts had fared in the year that had lain 
between the last August, some three months before, and the August 
preceding that, a full fifteen months ago. All their information was thus 
out of date before it reached them. It was on the basis of intelligence 
thus hopelessly stale that they made all their decisions; they must do so, 
for they had no other. If, in doubt about some point of policy, they put 
a question to the Governor of one of their forts, twelve months must pass 
before they could send instructions based on his reply, and their decision 
could not begin to be carried into effect till the situation it was intended 
to meet had had ample time in which to alter. 

Normally, too, London’s understanding of the situation in North 
America was subject to all the obscurities of the written word—and that 
too often the word of men unskilled in self-expression, ignorant of 
London’s ignorance and far too familiar with their own situation and 
their own problems to realise what needed elaborate explanation and what 
did not. From time to time, a governor, deputy governor, surgeon or 
other responsible member of a fort council would come home to England, 
either on leave or to retire. Then, and only then, was the written word 
supplemented by the meeting of man with man, by question and answer 
and the free interplay of the human mind that sought information with 
the human mind that possessed it. Very useful such meetings were, on 
the scattered occasions when they occurred; yet even so the information 
gained was partial. A returned servant could speak with authority only 
of his own factory, and, in a lesser degree, of its subordinate posts if there 
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were any. The old forts by the Bay were only less remote from each 
other than from England. 

Military historians are familiar with the meaning and importance of 
the “ fog of war ”’—the way in which a commander must grope for 
knowledge of his opponent, fight for the very information without which 
he cannot fight, and at times put all to the touch without the knowledge 
that makes the difference between success and failure. Few commanders 
in the field have been so handicapped by the fog of war as the Hudson’s 
Bay Company in their long struggle for the fur trade with their competi- 
tors from Montreal (who, as will be seen, were not similarly hampered). 
The wretchedness of the means of intercommunication between the Bay 
and London and the consequent unavoidable fog of war have their part 
in accounting for every delay and every faulty decision made by London 
throughout the strife between the Hudson’s Bay Company and its 
Montreal rivals. How this factor delayed Hearne’s establishment of 
Cumberland House and added to his difficulties there has already been 
cited as one example of its malign influence on the Company’s fortunes; 
it was by no means the last. 

Here, of course, the objection is often made that the London Com- 
mittee had only themselves to thank for delays or mistaken decisions 
based on incomplete understanding. Let them confide in the man on 
the spot, runs the argument; their factors at the Bay knew the local 
situation; they had only to trust their factors, leave the initiative to them, 
and all would have been well, or at any rate much better. But this 
objection seems cancelled by the counter-objection of A. S. Morton, who 
observes that individual governors were allowed too much initiative, with 
the result that after the establishment of inland posts had begun, posts 
based on Churchill and Albany found themselves cheek by jowl with 
posts based on York, and internecine competition resulted. Both objec- 
tions may seem to point to the same solution, as the problem is seen in 
retrospect, namely, the appointment of one American committee, under 
a supreme governor, with large deputed powers both to act on its own 
initiative and to co-ordinate the whole operation of the fur trade; in fact, 
the creation of “ a general staff, surveying the whole field and taking the 
aggressive where the greatest results could be attained, and preventing all 
overlapping ”,! as Morton puts it. Something like this had, of course 
been done in the seventeenth century; 2 it was done again in a measure 
in 1810 when the Northern and Southern Departments, each under its 
own governor, were created; and in 1826, it will be recalled, both 


1 Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 436. 
a Ibid., p83: 
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these departments were united under the single governorship of George 
Simpson. But it is idle to create an artificial unity where no natural 
unity exists. “There was perhaps a natural unity, suited to a single 
command, in the earliest days when all the Company’s posts lay relatively 
close to each other round the curve of James Bay and were united, 
rather than divided, by sea water during the open months of summer 
navigation. As soon, however, as the Hudson’s Bay Company had 
spread round Cape Henrietta Maria to York and Churchill this primitive 
unity was lost.1 The northern posts were too remote from the 
southern. 

It is true, indeed, that in 1778 the Committee did send out in Philip 
Turnor a man with some of the functions, though not the rank, of a 
supreme governor. He was not only to make maps; he was also “ to 
keep an exact Journal ” and to give the London Committee “ his Opinion 
on every matter that may occur ”,? and his sphere of investigation covered 
the affairs of Moose and Albany as well as York. But Turnor’s itinerary 
should suffice to dispose of the idea that the creation of one governor-in- 
chief over all the Company’s posts was practicable in his day. It did not 
prove possible for him to travel from Cumberland “ thro the Lakes 
inland to Albany or Moose Forts ”’,3 as the Committee wished. His 
work’ on the Saskatchewan alone, with its journeys to and from York, 
accordingly occupied him from September 9, 1778, to June 15, 1770. 
On its completion his journey from York to Severn required eight days 
at sea on the Severn sloop; to get from Severn to Moose required 
another sea voyage of twenty-two days. His journey up the Albany had 
to wait till the next summer, when the river opened again. The dispersion 
of the Company’s posts was thus so wide that there existed no central 
point at which a governor-in-chief might practicably assemble the body of 
the Company’s factors to survey the whole field and coordinate coherent 
plans of operation. Later, to be sure, the existence of Norway House 
and York as bottlenecks through which the chief factors and traders of 
the North West had to take their furs to the sea did provide the Northern 
Department with alternative natural capitals and the means to assemble 
a council at either. But Norway House and York were useless to the 


1 And even in earlier days the single command had not worked too well. See 
H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. VIII, E. E. Rich (ed.), Mizutes of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company 1679-84, First Part, 1679-82 (Toronto, The Cham- 
plain Society, 1945, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1945), 
p- 243, John Nixon’s comment : “ one may as soon have intelligence from East- 
india to London, as from the maine to Charleton island ”’. 


2 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 68. Ibid.) p69: 
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Southern Department, and the union of the two departments in 1826 
created a job to which even Simpson’s abilities were not equal in the 
eyes of his frustrated subordinates." 

Again, the mere appointment of a governor-in-chief with a “ general 
staff ” would have done little to meet the indispensable needs of the 1770s, 
when new ventures were to be undertaken. The new ventures required new 
resources, which only England could supply. For example the com- 
mander of Prince of Wales’s Fort might recommend the expansion of 
the Company’s whaling and trading among the Eskimos northward 
along the western shore of the Bay, but he was as powerless to improvise 
the Charlotte brig of one hundred tons # and a crew of competent seamen 
and trained harpooners as he was to conjure out of thin air the muskets 
and tobacco he exchanged for the natives’ fur. Or again, it has been 
made clear above that Cumberland House might have been much more 
successful if Graham had boldly established it in 1772 on his own initiative 
instead of merely sending Cocking inland to corroborate the report he 
had already made to the Committee on the basis of John Cole’s evidence. 
But the settlement of a new post required fourteen new men and Graham 
had not got them. They had to come from the Orkneys in 1773. ‘The 
factors in America also lacked knowledge of the state of the world fur 
market, the state of the Company’s balances 3 and the views of the stock- 
holders, from whom the Committee itself received but a deputed authority. 

All these were points that had to be weighed when new policies were 
proposed, and London alone had access to them. Likewise London 
alone could see, albeit imperfectly and belatedly, the overall picture of 
what was going on across the whole field in America as the journals and 
general letters from their main posts on the Bay came in with the reports 
from the subordinate posts of each. Necessarily, then, the power of 
decision lay with London, which alone could produce material resources 
and was best placed to see the whole picture in perspective; equally 
inevitably London made many mistakes because its information was 
nevertheless belated and incomplete. 


1 For example, the Council of the Southern Department met not oftener than 
once In two years. 

2 A friend, nobly determined to be critical, asks why such a ship could not have 
been built at Churchill. The answer is that it was uneconomic to maintain a 
team of skilled shipwrights at a post whose normal duties lay within the compe- 
tence of unskilled labour ; and the scrub spruce available at Churchill is not ship- 
building timber. 

3 This, the reader will recall, was to be a compelling argument for adopting 
Andrew Wedderburn’s “‘ Retrenching System ” of 1810. 
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From this great handicap the Montrealers were gloriously free. In 
Grand Portage and Fort William they had focal points through which 
all their north-western trade must regularly pass. The river up from 
Montreal was open both before and after Hudson Strait was closed by 
ice. In peace time, at any rate, news from Europe continued to reach 
Montreal by way of New York after the St. Lawrence was frozen, and 
with it came the latest word on prices and women’s tastes in fur. So in 
June, 1776, (although this was a war year) James Bannerman at Michili- 
mackinac was already informed of the results of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s latest fur sale.1_ “he Company’s own factors at the Bayside 
itself could not receive this information till August. When the rivers 
and lakes opened, the round trip from Montreal to Grand Portage could 
be handily made within the summer. “There the Montreal agent and the 
wintering partner from the west met in man to man conference; ? 
questions could be settled in discussion, with full information on both 
sides. “The wintering partner learnt what furs were most in demand in 
the wealthy capitals of Europe; the agent likewise learnt the latest shifts 
of fashion among the Crees and Chipewyans of the fur forest, and these 
were important too. Geography denied this advantage to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. That Company’s directors, commonly men with other 
interests than the fur trade to claim their time, simply could not undertake 
the voyage to the Bay that started from Gravesend in early summer and 
would not see them home till the leaves had fallen. If, for example, it 
had been attempted by that very active seventeenth-century Committee- 
man, Sir Christopher Wren, St. Paul’s Cathedral might wear a strangely 
different face from the one we know and love; had it been tried by 
Andrew Wedderburn [Colvile] in the nineteenth century, what the 
Hudson’s Bay Company gained by his presence at York would have been 


1 Wallace, Docs. Rel. N. W.C., p. 52. 

2 These conferences seem to antedate the union of the Pedlars into the North 
West Company. In 1775 Hearne wrote: “all the Canadians who Trade into 
these Parts have Partnors or some others whome they Commisshon to get such a 
Number of Cannoes made in their absence and are always ready at the grand 
Portage against their arival Every Year ” (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, 
P- 157). 

3“ Tt amused me”, wrote the Earl of Southesk at Carlton House on the 
Saskatchewan in July, 1859, “‘ to see that fashion reigned here as imperiously as 
in more civilised lands ; some fine, richly-coloured oval beads, the size of pigeon’s 
eggs, which I considered my best, and which a year or two before would have 
been generally admired, were despised and out of date, while the little trashy 
white ones, no bigger than a pin’s head, were highly appreciated ” (Saskatchewan 
and the Rocky Mountains... (Edinburgh, 1875), p. 124). 
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lost to the sugar-broking firm of Graham, Simpson and Wedderburn on 
Great Tower Street. 

‘The advantages the Montrealers gained from their annual conferences 
at Grand Portage are inestimable. For an idea of what they meant in 
dollars and cents one has only to watch the Nor’Wester, Alexander 
Henry the younger, at Fort Vermilion smugly recording in his diary for 
September, 1809, the purchase by his Hudson’s Bay Company rivals of 
wolf skins which he had long known to be not worth accepting free of 
cost.t Five weeks later he notes the arrival of “‘ Mr. Bird... from York 
Factory ... He brings London papers so late as June 13th, containing 
accounts of the battles between the French and Austrians? . . [and 
orders] to take no wolves from the natives”. This last, he was pleased 
to add, “ will be a fatal blow to the natives . . . and probably make them 
troublesome * to the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

vil 

A second handicap to the Hudson’s Bay Company was lack of means 
to transport inland a sufficient quantity of goods to exchange for the 
Indians’ fur. Their rivals had no trouble here. The French, domiciled 
by the St. Lawrence for a century and a half, had acquired and improved 
the natives’ craft of building canoes, and perfectly understood the 
mechanics of river transport. Here the Anglo-Saxon, moving into the 
northern fur trade after the conquest of Quebec, had only to hire the 
skill of the vanquished and his every problem was solved. Canoes and 
canoe-men, both, were his for money. 

‘The canoes the Frenchmen made were of two main types. First 
there was the great canot du maitre, measuring 35 to 40 feet from bow to 
stern, manned by 8 to ro men, and with a cargo capacity of up to 4 tons. 
‘This was used to carry goods from Montreal to Grand Portage by way 
of the St. Lawrence, the Ottawa and the Great Lakes. At Grand 
Portage at the western end of Lake Superior (or after the independence 
of the Americans was accomplished and Grand Portage found to be in 
their territory, at Fort William) goods were re-embarked in a smaller 


1Coues, New Light on the Early History of the Greater Northwest, Ul, 541, 
September 14, 1809. 

2 Presumably a reference to Aspern-Essling where the Archduke Charles had 
defeated Napoleon on May 21-22. Either the York Factory ship left London 
unusually late that year or the papers were received at Stromness in the Orkneys: 
probably the latter. 

3 Coues, New Light on the Early History of the Greater Northwest, Il, 559, 
October 23, 1809. 
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type of craft, suited to the lesser waterways that were to be navigated 
beyond the height of land. This was the canot du nord. It had but half 
the capacity of the canot du maitre yet it still could carry a trading cargo 
of some one and half to two tons, with a working crew of from four to 
eight men, and its covering of birchbark was so light that two men could 
carry it over a portage. 

‘The Hudson’s Bay Company, by contrast, were forced to rely on such 
canoes as they could induce the Indians to build for them. Indian 
canoes in the eighteenth century were very much what they remain 
today. Graham describes them as being 18 feet long, 18 inches deep and 
2 feet broad; they would carry a crew of two, or, at most, three people ; 
their cargo capacity was only “‘ from eighty to one hundred made Beaver 
in various sorts of furrs”’, or, in terms of actual weight, probably not 
less than 200 Ibs. and not much more than 350 lbs. at the outside.1. The 
Hudson’s Bay Company men did their best to persuade the Indians to 
build canoes of more than the common size, but with little effect. Philip 
Turnor’s observation of 1779 that “ five of [the Pedlars’ men] with one 
Canoe will carry as much goods as ten of the Honourable Companys 
Servants can with 5 Canoes ’”’,? indicated how slow was the western 
Indian’s comprehension of what was asked of him. His inability to 
grasp what was wanted meant that even in ’79 the movement of a ton 
of freight still cost the Hudson’s Bay Company the wages of two men 
where the North West Company hired one. 

‘To many it may seem strange that the Hudson’s Bay Company, after 
occupying York Fort uninterruptedly since the Treaty of Utrecht, were 
unable to produce for themselves in the 1770's so simple a craft as the 
native canoe, which the French Canadian had not failed to improve and 
make his own. It must certainly seem stranger still to those who recall 
that, thirty years before the establishment of Cumberland House was 
even proposed, the Hudson’s Bay Company had been regularly using 
canoes that sound fully as efficient as any the French of Quebec paddled 
into the north-west. “[wenty-four to twenty-eight feet long, four feet 
wide, capable of navigating shallow waters and carrying a ponderous 
cargo, such is the description of the canoes the Hudson’s Bay Company 
were using in the 1740’s.8 But they were not launched upon the Hayes 


1 See Tyrrell’s interesting note on this point in Fourney from Prince of Wales's 
Fort ...1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772 by Samuel Hearne, p. 247. 

2'Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 222. 

3 Report from the Committee Appointed to Inquire into the State and Condition of 
the Countries adjoining to Hudson’s Bay, and of the Trade carried on there (London, 


W749), p. 222. 
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from the wharves of York. ‘They were built beside the Albany to supply 
Henley House. As the botanist knows, York is so far north of Albany 
as to have a very different flora, and botany explains the lack of canoes at 
York. A canoe frame was built of cedar,! its covering was the “‘ tough 
and durable ”’ rind stripped from a “‘ mature canoe-birch tree ” ? sewn on 
with wattape made from spruce roots, and the whole was caulked with 
spruce gum. Of the three species of trees required to make a canoe, two, 
the cedar (Thuja occidentalis) and the white or canoe birch (Betula 
papyrifera, Marsh) do not grow so far north and east as York. “The 
materials, without which the transport problem was not to be solved, 
were thus simply not to be had at the Hudson’s Bay Company’s base. 
So nature conferred yet another advantage upon the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s rivals. 

The Company’s committeemen in London were fully awake to their 
needs and their handicap. Their instructions to Hearne in 1773 directed 
him, once he got inland where birches grew, to build as many birchrind 
canoes as he could to carry their second year’s outfit. But for the initial, 
the first year’s outfit, there was only one solution—namely, to charter 
space for their men and their cargoes in the canoes of such Indians as 
were returning up country after coming down to York to trade. It was 
a dismal expedient. There is still, perhaps, in some quarters, a lingering 
tendency to think of the white man among the natives as inevitably the 
majestic empire-builder, who regularly changes for dinner on safari, 
while a great column of black and docile porters staggers daily forward 
under the weight of his lavish camp kit. “This concept, the true property, 
one feels, of the pseudo-comic papers which abuse it so freely, may have 
fitted some parts of the world for a limited period (after the invention of 
the machine gun and before the invention of the motor lorry), but it 
never did fit eighteenth-century America. ‘Io approach our present 
topic with any trace of it in one’s mind is to court delusion. The standard 
of civilisation reached by the North American Indian may have been 
lowly, but he was superbly competent to resist exploitation. “Traveller 
after traveller, who has in modern times perforce relied on Indians, has 
complained bitterly of their perfect mastery of the gentle art of extortion. 
The Indians with whom Hearne and Ferdinand Jacobs attempted to 
bargain at York in 1774 had nothing to learn from their more recent 


1H. B. §., 1, 22. Sometimes the frames were built of pine, but these were 
not satisfactory. 

2 The adjectives are those of Dr. Robert Bell, the explorer and surveyor (Te 
Geographical Fournal (London, 1897), X, 3, “ Recent Explorations to the South of 
Hudson Bay ”’). 
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descendants. “They knew the white men were utterly dependent on them 
and made the most of what they knew. “To my sertin knawlage ”’, 
wrote Hearne on his first return to York from Cumberland House, 
““ some of the Natives who were Empd. to Carrey me and my men inland 
last year, ware payd. more for their Trouble before they left the Fort, 
then the amount of the whole they Carried, besides the Brandy &c. 
Expended on them by the way ”’.1 

Yet the price of the actual wages paid to Indian transporters, however 
large, was the least part of the expense the Hudson’s Bay Company 
incurred. “The vulgar European idea of the sanctity of contract had not 
yet dawned upon these noble savages who lived so near to Rousseau’s 
golden state of nature. In their unspoiled minds the receipt of wages 
brought no necessary obligation to carry out the task for which the wages 
were paid, and half Hearne’s men and cargoes never reached him. Indeed 
Hearne’s experience in 1774-75 vividly illustrates the obstacles the 
Hudson’s Bay Company had to overcome. Hearne himself with two 
white men, Andrew Garrett and Robert Longmoor, and his quota of 
goods, made his trip successfully; of the men sent after to join him 
William Flatt and Magnus Sclator overtook him on August 22,? as did 
James Banks on the 28th? and Robert Davey on October 17,4—all of 
whom reinforced Hearne’s modest stock of trade goods. But Robert 
Flatt was robbed of everything by his Indian conductors and reached 
Hearne only because he was found by the Pedlars Paterson and Frangois 
who sent him safely on and, indeed, came themselves “ out of Curiosity ” 
to see how this strange Hudson’s Bay Company managed things.® Isaac 
Batt and Charles Isham, two experienced inland travellers who had left 
York on July 2, suffered a fate similar to Robert Flatt’s and were picked 
up by Matthew Cocking who had left York on the 4th with James Lisk 
and another white servant. A party of five white men was more than 
Cocking’s red companions perhaps dared rob of their goods, but they could 
not be induced to carry Cocking to Hearne, as they had agreed at York, 
and this party was doomed to a winter of futile wandering till it met 
Hearne at the Bay in the summer of 1775.° 

“In the seat of an Opposition profusion is absolutely necessary to 
secure the trade of an Indian ”,’ wrote that able Nor’Wester, Duncan 
M’Gillivray, meaning that where two rival traders were established near 
each other the Indian’s trade naturally went to the one who had most 
goods to squander. A lively idea of the loss their unavoidable employment 


1'Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 160. 2 Tbid., pp. rr1-12. 
elbid.,(p: 112. 4 Ibid,. pp. 123-4. 5 Ibid., pp. 119-20. 
6 Ibid., pp. 32-36. 7 Morton, Fournal of Duncan M’Gillivray, p. 30. 
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of Indians and Indian canoes imposed on the Hudson’s Bay Company 1s 
provided by a comparison of the trading goods Hearne received for his 
first campaign against the Pedlars with those available to his rivals. “The 
goods he himself brought in, supplemented by later consignments, 
totalled :— 


Guns Powder Shot & Ball Tobacco Bayonets Brandy & White Waters 
4 670 lbs. 1034 ]bs. 514]bs. 72 32 gallons 


with some additional cloth, blankets and 3 kettles.t Here is an outfit 
totalling well under two tons; a Pedlar could have carried in more for 
the price of one canot du nord and the wages and rations of four voyageurs. 
But the Pedlars within reasonably easy reach of Hearne, the Frobisher 
brothers over on the Churchill, Messrs. Francgois, Paterson, Holmes and 
Pangman higher up the Saskatchewan but with a post below Pine Island 
Lake at The Pas, had come in with twenty canoes—some thirty or more 
tons of goods. Competitive “ Profusion ”’ would not have been a long- 
lived expedient in the fur-trading done at Cumberland House that year. 

More grave than the general insignificance of Hearne’s outfit was his 
special weakness in alcohol. Every canot de maitre leaving Montreal 
“ carries about 200 gallons of rum and wine ”’, wrote Charles Grant to 
General Haldimand on April 24, 1780.2 Each canot du nord would 
carry half that amount on beyond Grand Portage so, if Grant was accu- 
rate, Hearne would have been pitting his miserable 26 gallons of Brandy 
and 6 gallons of white waters against a veritable sea of some 2,000 
gallons of rum; even if, as there is some occasion for doing,® we halve 
Grant’s figure, the disparity between 32 and 1,000 gallons is still amply 
discouraging, for, when a choice existed, the Indian would only trade 
where he could drink. 


vill 
It was then an expensive practice to hire Indians to transport the 
Company’s goods, for two reasons; the Indians were extortionate and 
fickle, and their canoes were too small to carry an economical cargo. Yet 
the practice necessarily persisted for a number of years. It could not be 
dropped till the Hudson’s Bay Company were in a position to carry their 


own goods up country and furs down and they could not do this till they 
had secured enough canoes of their own. ‘That took time. Hearne 


1Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 97, 112, 113, 124. 
2 Wallace, Docs. Rel. N. W.C., p. 65. 
3 See Professor Innis’s lists of canoe cargoes, Fur Trade in Canada, p. 195 et 


seq. 
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himself did not fail to do his best to carry out his orders and secure canoes. 
To that end he engaged sundry Indians to build craft for him. But by 
the spring, when the Indians turned off the hardworked dogs that pulled 
their sleighs in winter and built canoes for the open season’s travelling,} 
Hearne’s miserable little stock of brandy was long since gone. Without 
a drink, he now learnt, the Indians would do nothing, and the oceans of 
strong liquor that had flowed into the west with the Pedlars summoned 
them with a call too imperious to be denied. ‘‘ As soon as their own 
Cannoes were finished ’’, he writes, “ they all sot off to have a drink of 
the Pedlors Rum, some went for Basquiau, and some for the two Forber- 
shers, whose Settlement lays at the back of Churchill ”.2 Of six canoes 
for which he bargained he received but two. 

‘The Hudson’s Bay Company would have started their second season 
inland almost as badly off as their first, if Cocking had not “ got 5 Cannoes 
rather larger than the Common Size”’, and if Ferdinand Jacobs, the 
chief at York Fort, had not secured “‘ some Cannoes ” from “ the half 
home Indians and those who have rather more dependance upon the 
Fort then the uplanders ’”’.2 But even these were not efficient craft. 
Turnor’s comment on the canoes he saw in 1779 has already been cited. 
Hearne’s earliest were perhaps still worse; “long, and narrow, noways 
burthensom, and . . . only fit to Row wagers in”’4 was his disgusted 
comment. More serious still, there was in his “ opinion no Probibility 
of ever geting a sufficient No. [of canoes] from the Natives ”’. 

This prompted Hearne to propose an alternative solution to the 
Company’s transport problem. He asked for light timber skiffs to be 
prefabricated in England and sent to York to be assembled there.® 
Humphrey Marten, who succeeded Ferdinand Jacobs in the command 
of York in 1775, had discussed this idea with Hearne and did not like it. 
He feared it would be too expensive. He had had far greater experience 
than Hearne in the service of the Company (which he had joined in 1750) 
and had spent some years at Albany at the Bottom of the Bay. Now he 
came forward with alternative proposals; first “to have large Canoes 
built at Moose and Albany Forts, where the Birch tree abounds and sent 
to Severn House by the AZsose Sloop. Secondly, to give encouragement 


1E.T. Seton, The Arctic Prairies ...(London, 1912), p. 159. “The Northern 
Indians’ calendar”, wrote Seton on the Mackenzie in 1907, “is divided in two 
seasons—dog season and canoe season . . . During dog season the canoes are piled 
away somewhat carelessly or guarded only from the sun. During canoe season 
the dogs are treated atrociously ”’. 

2 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 152. * Ibid., p. 157. 

4 Ibid., p. 189. 5 Tbid., p. 188. 6 Tbid. 
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to your Servants inland, to make themselves Masters of Canoe-building. 
This latter appears to me not only very practicable; but also the cheapest 
method that can be pursued ”’. 

Hearne and Marten both wrote their proposals home in August, 1776, 
and both must have been considered simultaneously by the London 
Committee. In spite of Marten’s objections to Hearne’s plan the 
Committee apparently took the view that any method proposed for 
solving their critical transport problem deserved a trial. Some skiffs were 
promptly prepared to Hearne’s specifications and by the next ship were 
sent to York to arrive in August, 1777. It was, of course, not till the 
summer of 1778 that the inland men came out to see these novel craft. 
Without hesitation they flatly turned them down. “ Their objections ”’, 
wrote Marten, “‘ were first the want of men to manage them, for the 
Indians refused to go in them, the Second, supposing there had been men 
sufficient, yet, as they would unavoidably be broke in the shooting, the 
Falls as is too often the Case, there was no Shipwright to mend them, | 
offer’d them sheets of tin,2 and scupper Nails which might be nailed over 
the part damaged, they reply’d that very often almost the broad Side of 
a Canoe was ripped away, and that it was impossible to mend such 
damage by Sheets of tin.” 3 

If, however, Hearne’s proposal was a failure, one of Marten’s sugges- 
tions was already bearing fruit. In 1776 he had discussed the question of 
canoes with Robert Longmoor. Longmoor thought “ in a little time he 
should be capable of building Canoes, and others would soon learn to 
build them, were they properly encouraged”. Without hesitation 
Marten undertook in the Company’s “ name that for every good Canoe 
built by him he should receive a gratuity of ten shillings’. The usual 
canoe building season was spring and early summer, but Longmoor was 
far too young and eager to wait for so distant a season as the spring of 
1777. Within a week of his arrival at Pine Island Lake that fall the 
Cumberland House Journal records “‘ Robert Longmore making wood- 
work for a Canoe”. So run the entries of September 18, 27 and 30, 


DACTY /116, fo. 5a, 

2 A forecast of the modern aluminium canoe ? 

3 A.rr/116, fo. 42d. There is an interesting modern parallel here. The 
Indian today often prefers purchasing a canoe to making his own, but he refuses 
to buy the plywood canoe, which has become popular at white men’s summer 
resorts. He sticks to the old canvas canoe, which can be mended with a needle 
and thread, whereas once plywood is broken, it is not easy to make any satisfactory 
repair. 


4 A.11/116, fos. 5d.—6 
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1776, and for the next summer’s trip out to York he produced two large 
canoes “ built after the Pedlers manner ”.1 For these he was, “at his 
request . . . paid 20 Shilling in goods from your warehouse ”, Marten 
wrote home in August, 1777.2. With time other men too became useful 
in a lesser degree at canoe-work. Whereas Cocking’s journal of May 4, 
1777, describes Indians as “‘ employed fitting up our Canoes (four) for 
going up the River Saskachiwan”, Tomison on June 1, 1781, simply 
writes “ the people [i.e. the Company’s own men] employed pitching and 
repairing Canoes”. But there is a great difference between merely 
repairing an old canoe and building a new one, and Longmoor, who 
learnt to make canoes with his own hands, may perhaps be credited with 
doing more than any other one man to make the maintenance of the 
Company’s inland settlements possible. He produced, as noted, two in 
1777, one in 1778, one in 1779, two in 1780, of which one was 28 feet 
long and 4 feet 5 inches wide, and three in 1781. The fact that there 
now was a Hudson’s Bay man capable of making canoes hindered the 
natives from extortionately holding the Company to ransom for every 
canoe they built, and, thus checked, they did good work in producing 
craft the Company’s men were glad to use. References in these journals 
to “ middling sized ” and “ tolerable good ” canoes got from the Indians 
suggest they came to build better craft than those Hearne touched off as 
“only fit to row Wagers in”. By 1780 the shortage of canoes was a 
thing of the past. 

But this did not mean the Company’s troubles were ended. There 
remained another and insoluble problem. “Canoes this year were 
plenty ”, wrote the Council at York, “ but ”’, they continued ominously, 
‘“ Men were wanting ’’.8 


IV 
1 

It is no doubt a weary truism that no historical problem can be studied 
in a vacuum, that an event in one part of the world may affect events in 
others far away as surely as the stone dropped in the centre of a pool sends 
ripples to its banks. But it is still not easy to write history, and more than 
a few eminent and able men have sought to tell the story of the fur trade 
without relating it to events in the world at large that could not but 
hinder the Hudson’s Bay Company from getting the men they needed. 
For there were portentous events afoot in these years. America was 
fighting for independence, Britain for survival. 


pee pp. 150, 102, 1On, aA YT 110, 10.27% 
SyeeT i / 110, to. 75d. 
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It was in April, 1775, Hearne’s first spring at Cumberland House, that 
the farmers by Concord Bridge fired the familiar shot that echoed round 
the world, and there was no poetic licence in Emerson’s estimate of the 
range of that echo. The Seven Years’ War of 1756-63 had been a 
bloody and exhausting effort for all concerned. Of the belligerents 
Britain stood out as the one real victor, and to her great gains she had 
added the crime and blunder of leaving her only ally in the lurch in the 
hour of her victory. She had passed through the ensuing years of peace 
without a single sincere friend, watched with an envious yearning for 
revenge by the enemies whom she had beaten, and by the ally, Prussia, 
whom she had abandoned. She remained without a friend when she fell 
into civil war with her own colonists in 1775. Her disaster at Saratoga, 
in October, 1777, was a signal for aid to her enemies, long rendered 
secretly, to become open. First France plunged into the war as the 
outright ally of the Americans; then Spain joined her. At last was 
realised that standing nightmare of British diplomacy in the eighteenth 
century, war single-handed against the united Bourbon powers when 
their resources were undamaged and no ally stood upon the continent to 
divert their efforts from the sea. 

‘“‘ Nec rem Romanam tam desidem unquam fuisse atque imbellem ”— 
the terrible adjectives Livy used of the Rome Hannibal smote apply 
with grim appropriateness to the England of Lord North. The 
gravest fault of successive ministries between 1763 and 1775 was not 
their failure to solve the relatively new problem of financing imperial 
defence, which brought the American War, but their neglect of the prime 
duty of keeping Britain safe upon the seat. Burke might declaim “ I 
will never suffer the name of economy to be bestowed upon the arbitrary 
defalcation of charge... When the author talks of savings in the Navy 
Estimates, it is incumbent on him to let us know not what sums he will 
cut off but what branch of that establishment he deems superfluous ”’.? 
But Burke was not heeded and the “ savings”? continued. ‘The price of 
these economies began to be paid in 1778 when the French fleet com- 
pelled Howe to abandon Philadelphia. When August and September 
of the next year saw the combined Franco-Spanish fleets in command of 
the Channel and the head of the Plymouth dockyard dithering and debating 


within himself whether he should set fire to his own naval stores or leave 


1 See Admiral Sir Herbert Richmond, Statesmen and Sea Power (Oxford, 
1943), pp. 140 et seq. for an able professional discussion of the decline of British 
seapower after 1763, and its repercussions. 

2 Cited by Richmond, ibid., p. 141. 
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their destruction to the French,! the campaigns on the American conti- 
nent had become a sideshow. 

Nor was the tale of England’s enemies yet complete. In 1780 her 
titular ally, Holland, became a foe and added a new contingent to a 
potential Bourbon invasion fleet. Native powers in India, aided with 
money and arms and supported by ships commanded by France’s greatest 
seaman, rose in an endeavour to amputate the eastern limb of England’s 
empire as Washington, Rochambeau and the main French battle fleet 
were lopping off the western. The Baltic states, seeing in England’s weak- 
ness no occasion to submit to the right of search by English seamen, 
organised the Armed Neutrality of the North to act in a manner far from 
neutral and threaten the casting of four score ships of the line on to the 
heavy side of the already so unevenly balanced scales of war. The 
unforgetting Frederick of Prussia saw his chance of revenge and hampered 
his cousin George’s efforts and amused himself by extorting on every 
German mercenary whom English recruiting officers sought to bring 
through his territory the standard tariff imposed on beef cattle driven to 
slaughter. There is, indeed, no occasion here to describe the course of the 
American War but it is to be recalled that ere long the struggle grew 
almost into a world war which its historian has not unjustly described as 
the struggle of Britannia contra Mundum.? 

Her enemies, by their division, strategic timidity and an incompetence 
surpassing that of George III’s ministers (who are usually reckoned to 
have set pretty high standards in this field) provide part of the reason why 
Britain emerged from her struggle still an imperial and a formidable 
power, but not the whole reason. She also owed her survival to her own 
prodigious, and frequently far from ill-directed, efforts on land and sea 
over half the globe. Superficially, all the great and stirring events of 
even so vast a war as this no doubt may seem too remote from the log 
walls of Cumberland House and the banks of the Saskatchewan to have 
any relevance to our story; in reality, their relevance is close. 


1H. Butterfield, George III, Lord North and the People 1779-80, (London, 
1949), p. 62. Ifthe French had risked an attack, wrote Sir David Lindsay, the 
Governor of Plymouth, “ the dockyard would have been in their possession in 
less than six hours ” (ibid., p.61). “The reason for Plymouth’s weakness was that 
Lord Amherst, the Commander-in-Chief, “ complained of the lack of troops, 
and insisted on reserving the available forces for the purpose of intercepting a 
march on the capital” (ibid., p. 56). As the French had an invasion army of 
40,000 men waiting to embark at Le Havre and St. Malo, Amherst’s insistence 
on keeping concentrated such troops as he had seems entirely sound. 


2F. E Whitton, The American War of Independence, (London, 1931). 
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In days of peace a majority of the sailors who were pressed into the 
fleets of Rodney, Hughes and Hood, of the soldiers who landed before 
Washington’s defences on Manhattan to drive him back across the Hud- 
son, who checked Hyder Ali in the Carnatic, repelled every assault of 
Spanish power upon Gibraltar, or, after an unluckier siege, marched out 
from Yorktown between the ranks of smiling Frenchmen and exultant 
rebels, would have been civilians. In this role they would have swelled 
the labour market. War denied their services to ordinary English 
commercial concerns like the Hudson’s Bay Company. ‘The point may 
have eluded the school of writers on the fur trade who have supposed the 
‘““ Hudson’s Bay men were content lethargically to watch their rivals 
take the initiative’, or, alternatively, have expressed wonder at the 
“surprising energy . . . the English Company’s affairs ” began to show 
in the years of peace when men at last became available and the Hudson’s 
Bay Company pushed on to Rainy Lake, Ile-a-la-Crosse and Brandon 
House. Nevertheless, the story of the fur trade in these years will only 
be misunderstood if the facts are not grasped that to compete on equal 
terms the Hudson’s Bay Company needed to carry as great a quantity of 
trade goods inland as the Pedlars; that to do so they needed equivalent 
numbers of men to paddle canoes up rivers and carry cargoes over 
portages; and that young, active fellows fit for this work were precisely 
the men armed forces took. 

There had been no opportunity for the Company to procure the men 
in the numbers they needed before war made them unprocurable. In 
1772 John Cole had told Graham that the Company would need no more 
than a mere fourteen men and a single trading post in order to compete 
successfully against the Pedlars in the interior. In response the London 
Committee did better than they were asked and sent out, not fourteen, 
but seventeen new men in 1773.1. But, as has been seen, when Hearne 
was at last able to go inland in 1774, he found the situation changed out 
of all recognition by the vastly increased numbers of the Pedlars. So he 
came out from Pine Island Lake in 1775 with the warning that the 
Company’s lost trade could only be regained by “ Endeavouring to 
Collect it inland after the Canadian manner—which cannot be Preform’d 
to any degree of Extent without a great Number of Cannoes and Men ”’; 2 
but he also added the caution “* Notwithstanding what I’ve say’d in the 
above Remark it will by no means be advisable to Push a great Number 
of Men inland tell some proper measures can be found to Procure 
Cannoes fit for that service”. It was in the next year that he proposed 


LALO TTI ioe 174: * Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 158. 
3 Tbid., pp. 159-60. 
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light timber craft made in England as possibly a ‘‘ proper measure ” for 
solving the transport problem and sketched to the Company the policy of 
pursuing the Pedlars wherever they might go, “‘ making other Settlements 
near theirs and endeavouring to undersell them”! But even while 
Hearne sketched this ambitious programme he still declared it as yet 
impossible for “ want of a Sufficient Number of Cannoes”’.2. So the 
Company priorities were clear. Both men and craft must be found, but 
craft must be found first, and men could not be used till craft were 
available. 

How the need for canoes was met within Cumberland House’s first 
six trading seasons has been described. As the problem of finding canoes 
dwindled, the lack of men grew ever more bitterly galling to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s far from lethargic factors by the Saskatchewan. “ All 
that stands in your Honors way is the want of Men to bring up a large 
quantity of goods ”, wrote Longmoor on April 5, 1779.3 Philip Turnor 
echoes him, pleading for fifty or sixty men on the Saskatchewan, declaring 
the Canadians cannot be effectually opposed with less, even though he, 
like Samuel Johnson, regarded one “‘ Englishmen ” as a match for three 
Frenchmen.’ But not even sixty men were enough for Longmoor. With 
erratic spelling and a sprawling hand more suited to a man of action than 
a clerk, he wrote the London Committee on July 24,1779: ‘“ These is 
to acquante your Honours of what I thinke is for your Intrestes the 
wante of men Stands muche in the waye hade your Honors about Seventey 
or Eghtey men and Cannoess the trade Cowlde be Carriede from the 
Canniedens ”’.5 In the next year Marten returned to the attack. “ Men 
we want Sirs, Furrs You want Gentlemen, should you please to send us 
the former We are confident of returning the latter”, he wrote on 
September 13, 1780; and he added that if only enough trading goods 
could have been carried up to Hudson House, its trade of 6,160 Made 
Beaver could have been increased by ‘“‘’Ten if not Fifteen thousand 
Beaver.” The cry for more men was repeated in 1781. Underscorings 
on the York Fort letters and marginalia in another hand indicate that 
London was not deaf to demands from the Bay, but annual increments of 
men were small. How baffling a problem the factors’ demands for men 
imposed on the London Committee will be obvious enough to any who 
care to relate the structure of the Company to the global war in which 
Britain stood alone against a world in arms. 

Early in the eighteenth century the Hudson’s Bay Company had 


MLbid.. pat93. 2 Ibid. S'See p. 329. 
4Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 222. 
PRAT j116,-fo. 55; * Ibid, fo, 75d. * Ibid: 
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begun recruiting in the Orkney Islands and by the century’s close it drew 
more than three-fourths of its employees from that source. The Orcad- 
ian was an excellent man for the fur trade in all kinds of ways but he 
suffered the disadvantage of being uncommonly hard to secure in wartime. 
‘The sea .. . is the element of these islanders ”,! as one of the ministers 
of Orkney wrote in describing his parish to Sir John Sinclair. On her 
seamen above all else depended the liberties of Britain in wartime, and 
therefore, with paradoxical injustice, the seaman alone of Britons enjoyed 
no liberty in war. He, and none but he, was forced to serve his country 
by compulsion in its crudest form, the press gang. As early in the 
American War as June, 1776, the ministry prepared “‘ measures for a 
press with secrecy that it [may] be carried suddenly and effectually into 
execution ’”.2. The warrants thus prepared were sprung upon the world 
in October 3—the very month in which the London Committee of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company received Hearne’s final warning that there could 
be no use for great numbers of men in Rupert’s Land until canoes were 
available in quantity. “I'welve months later almost to the day came 
Burgoyne’s crippling disaster at Saratoga; on March 17, 1778, France’s 
entry into the war was announced to the House of Commons; on June 
16, 1779, Spain’s declaration followed. As the menace to the nation 
grew, so the crying need for seamen became ever more clamant, and the 
ministry spared no pains to get them. Every means was tried, lavish 
bounties, pressing without respect to previously granted “‘ protections ” 
and the laying of an embargo on merchant shipping till seamen were 
forthcoming for the fleet. The papers of the unpopular but able First 
Lord of the Admiralty, the fourth Earl of Sandwich, show the result. 
From a peace strength of some 16,301 men in June, 1775, the numbers 
of men in pay swelled to 50,174 by the end of 1777, to 68,253 by 
December 31, 1778, and by September 30, 1781, to the figure of 99,831, 


1 Clouston, The Orkney Parishes, p. 46. The writer was the Reverend James 
Alison of the parish of Holme. The same point is made by other contributors in 
descriptions of parish after parish. 

2G. R. Barnes and J. H. Owen (eds.), The Private Papers of Fohn, Earl of 
Sandwich First Lord of the Admiralty 1771-1782 (London, The Navy Records 
Society, 1932-38), I, 213. 

3D. Hannay, 4 Short History of the Royal Navy (London, 1898), I, 215. 

4Barnes and Owen, The Sandwich Papers, I, 6; Sandwich to Lord 
North, October 15, 1778, p. 1823 Palliser to Sandwich May 27 and June 
2, 1778, pp. 80, 87. W. L. Clowes, The Royal Navy ...(London, 1898), 
III, 339-40. 
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which Sandwich claimed as an all-time record.1. Admiral Sir Herbert 
Richmond’s estimate of “‘some 118,000” as the total number of 
England’s merchant seamen available a decade later in 1793 2 gives a 
vivid idea of the immensity of the national effort required to reach this 
record total. 

To what precise extent these strident demands of the Navy stripped 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s recruiting grounds in Orkney of the men 
their factors demanded is unfortunately a question as hard to answer 
exactly as it is strictly pertinent. Here the Company’s archives are 
silent. Yet it would be unsound to build any argument on that silence.? 
As early as the summer of 1795, the third year of Britain’s next war, 
when Austria, Spain and Savoy were still her allies, David Thompson 
records “ the War which raged between England and France drained the 
Orkney Islands of all the Men, that were fit for the Navy, or the Army; 
and only those refused were obtained for the furr trade . . . those few were 
only five feet five inches and under”. Again when Franklin sought 
men from Orkney for his first land exploring expedition in 1819, he 
found Mr. Geddes, the Hudson’s Bay Company’s recruiting agent, 
discouraging in spite of the fact that the Navy was then on a peace footing. 
There was such a boom, Geddes explained, in the inshore herring fishery 
that the number of men employed in it had risen from 400 to 1,200. 
This increase of a mere 800 in the number of men locally employed had 


1 Barnes and Owen, Sandwich Papers, 1, 42; II, 265. ‘“‘ Lord Sandwich’s 
Notes for a Speech. Paper G. Admiralty Office. 10. 4. 79”; IV, 290. 
‘““ Memorandum by Lord Sandwich, 31. 12. 1781 ”’. 

2 Richmond, Statesmen and Seapower, p. 173. It is, of course, to be recalled 
that, besides thoroughbred seamen, volunteer landsmen were received into the 
Navy in time of war; that at need whole marching regiments of the Army 
might be turned over to the Navy to serve afloat (Sir John Fortescue, 4 History 
of the British Army (London, 1915), 1V, 82; Richmond, Statesmen and Sea- 
power, p. 174); nor were either foreigners or convicts from the gaols rejected 
ibid.). 
3'The nature of the documents preserved may suffice to explain this silence. 
The only documents proceeding from London to the Bay are the annual General 
Letters. ‘These are rather formal and stereotyped; they repeat from year to 
year explicit directions as to how the factors in America should conduct them- 
selves, but do not refer to problems which it was London’s job tosolve. ‘There 
was as yet no permanent agent in Stromness to recruit men and report his success 
or failure by mail to London. Labourers were engaged, as they long had been, 
by the ships’ captains during their regular halts on the way from London to the 
Bay, but what the captains did ashore during these halts does not figure in their 
ships’ logs. 

4 Tyrrell, David Thompson’s Narrative, p. 134. 
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prevented Geddes from filling the quota of men required by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company that year. For Franklin his utmost exertions could secure 
but four.1. But far more than 800 men are said to have gone from 
Orkney in the years 1775-82. “In the last war...” wrote a contribu- 
tor to Sir John Sinclair’s Statistical Account of Scotland in the 1790’s, 
‘““when the navy books were looked into there were found in them 
upwards of two thousand Orkneymen”’.? This is a striking number, large 
enough to supply most of the crew of a 32-gun frigate in addition to fully 
manning three 74-gun line of battleships (and even 1781 Britain had but 
89 ships of the line in service).3 If it is even approximately correct, the 
contribution of the Orkneys to the nation’s war effort was fine indeed, for 
the total population of the islands was reckoned at no more than 23,000 
to 24,000.4 

But in these critical years of the American and Bourbon War the Navy 
was by no means the Hudson’s Bay Company’s only competitor for the 
services of Orkneymen. “Thoroughbred seamen ”’, like the men of 
Orkney, “‘ were reluctant to serve in the Navy in time of war ”, writes 
Commander John Owen, “‘ because they could always count on far higher 
pay in merchant ships, and on better chances of prize money in priva- 
teers’. Nor was it necessary for any Orkneymen who wished to evade 
war service to join the Hudson’s Bay Company and escape the press by 
‘“skulking ” in the barren wastes of Rupert’s Land (as one severe but 
inaccurate critic alleged they did).6 The Greenland fishery, which drew 
numbers of them at any time,’ provided a normally ample sanctuary. 
Fishermen could secure “ protections ” from any ordinary press, and the 
Greenland fishery was accused in Admiralty quarters of protecting ‘‘ more 
hands than they carry ’.8 Moreover in seeking men for the fur trade the 
Hudson’s Bay Company were scarcely more able to compete with the 


1 Franklin, Fourney to the Polar Sea, pp. 3, 4, 6. 

* Clouston, Orkney Parishes, p, 46. ‘The writer was the Reverend George 
Barry, minister of the united parishes of Kirkwall and St. Ola. A similar state- 
ment is made by the Reverend Francis Liddell, minister of the parish of Orphir, 
(ibid., p. 72). 

3 Barnes and Owen, Sandwich Papers, IV, 290. 

4 Clouston, Orkney Parishes, p. 331. 

> Barnes and Owen, Sandwich Papers, Il, 5-6. 

6 Reverend Francis Liddell in Clouston, Orkney Parishes, p.75. His statement 
conflicts with the evidence of David Thompson above quoted. 

7 Thid., pp.'46, §13;(121—2; 193-4, 215. 

8 Barnes and Owen, Sandwich Papers, 1V, 389. John Balld to Lord Sandwich, 
April 28,1773. Seealso Vol. III, p. 27, Thurlow to Lord Sandwich, an undated 
letter of circa June, 1779. 
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wages on merchant ships in wartime than with the harsh compulsion of 
the press gang. A seaman was paid by the voyage and discharged at its 
end a few weeks or months later, so ship owners, engaging men for short 
periods, could afford to be elastic. The wages of a labourer in the fur 
trade, who contracted to serve for an initial period of at least three years, 
were necessarily less flexible. In order to encourage long service of men 
growing increasingly experienced and useful, the Company had elabor- 
ated a rising scale of wages giving bonuses and increments at each re- 
enlistment. ‘To raise their basic wage for newly enlisted novices in 
hasty response to every tightening of the labour market at home would 
throw that whole system into disorder; and in general the Company 
stuck to their scale throughout the American War. 

One may mark, then, first, the promptness with which the London 
Committee sent out in 1773, before the war, more men than Graham 
had asked in 1772; second, their repeated failure in the war years, 
indicated in Marten’s repeated demands, to send out anything like the 
number of men required; third, the seafaring habits of the Orcadian and 
the compelling and universal demand for seamen in war; fourth, the 
parallels “Thompson and Franklin provide from later periods. Add up 
all these factors and it must appear that the American War was an almost 
insuperable obstacle to the Company’s securing from their old recruiting 
ground in Orkney the men they needed to conduct their trade. 

It would have been equally idle for the Hudson’s Bay Company in 
these years of crisis to turn away from the Orkney Isles to seek new 
recruiting grounds. They would not merely lose the prime quality of 
the Orkneyman, an unrivalled inbred capacity for enduring hardship 
which sprang from the low standard of living to which he was born. 
There was also the fact that the Hudson’s Bay Company could escape 
competition with the Navy only at the cost of incurring competition with 
the Army. For much was done even early in the war to increase the 
nation’s military strength. In August, 1775, the Army’s establishment 
had been raised from 33,000 to 55,000. The disaster of Saratoga in 
1777 gave an almost unprecedented impulse to recruiting. Wealthy 
noblemen and great cities eagerly competed to raise regular regiments at 
their own cost, with the result that ‘ In all, about fifteen thousand men 
were given by public subscription for the service of the State”. In the 
next year the Militia was embodied. Successive recruiting acts in 1778 
and 1779 offering short service produced “ great numbers of men”. 
In addition to men raised for the Regular or Militia service “‘ corps of 
Volunteers sprang into life all over England ”, with Middlesex, Devon 
and Sussex leading the way, and “ before the end of 1779 there were close 
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upon one hundred and fifty companies, each with a strength of at least 
fifty men”. This number would have been still higher but for the fact 
that “ In some counties gentlemen preferred to devote their subscriptions 
to the gaining of recruits for the regular Army ”.1_ Loud and often 
purely factious as might be the Parliamentary opposition’s abuse of the 
ministry’s “‘ unjust war ”’, the country’s reaction to that war displayed a 
solid and instinctive patriotism. It was admirable, but its results bore 
hard on the Hudson’s Bay Conpany’s factors by the Saskatchewan. 


il 

It will occur to many that there was another expedient than recruiting 
in Britain by which the Hudson’s Bay Company might have overcome 
the handicap of lack of men—namely, enlisting French Canadians. 
Contemporary Hudson’s Bay men were not too obtuse to think of this 
expedient either. Cocking obviously gave it careful consideration and 
made specific proposals to London in 1776.2. In 1777 Longmoor again 
urged the employment of Canadians on Marten, who did not fail to pass 
on his ideas to the Committee.? Both proposals were rejected. “Their 
rejection may seem easy to criticise as a supine failure to grasp an easy 
escape from a crippling dilemma, but it may be wise to pause before 
passing such a verdict. “The Company had had French Canadians before. 
There had been Louis Primeau. He had been stranded in the west when 
the fur trade of the French regime had folded up under the impact of 
James Wolfe. As a lost piece of human flotsam he had made his way 
down to York and sought employment. He had received it, at the regular 
scale of wages, and had received due increments during his period of 
service. On the appearance of the Pedlars he had taken almost his first 
opportunity to desert the Company without completing his contract. 
This had left a bad taste. ‘‘ The Woodrunnors are a hardy race of men ”, 
opined Marten, “ but what confidence is to be placed in them, I will not 
presume to say ”’.4 


1 Fortescue, History of the British Army, UI, 172, 248, 296-7, 506. 

VAAL /116, fore7d, 3 Ibid., fo. 24. 

4 Ibid., Humphrey Marten to the London Committee, August 25, 1777. 
Earlier, in response to a proposal for the employment of Canadians emanating 
from Edward Umfreville at Severn, the Council at York had replied to Graham, 
then chief at Severn, that the Canadians “ are well acquainted with the Country 
... but have had so many proofs of their infidelity, that are loath to place any 
great dependance in them; for on the least differance with the Chief they 
would be ready to sesert [sic] to the Pedlars or Natives again” (A.11/115, fo. 
165d.). 


INTRODUCTION Ixx1x 


In other ways the character of the voyageurs was such as still more to 
discourage their employment. The Hudson’s Bay Company were at 
pains to keep on the best possible terms with the Indians among whom 
their men were constantly travelling in small parties or alone, and some- 
times almost unarmed. ‘The Pedlars’ men, on the other hand, had a 
remarkable knack of being on thoroughly bad terms with the natives, by 
whom they were not infrequently killed ‘‘ Very unfit men to be 
employed by the Company, from their General Characters & Obvious 
Behaviour ”, Cocking conceded them to be.? “ A sett of villains”, was 
Philip ‘T'urnor’s succinct verdict. Yet Cocking was at pains to point 
out that the bad character of the average voyageur was not due to any 
double dose of original sin bred in the natives of Quebec. It sprang from 
the Pedlars’ predilection for hiring the most reckless and shiftless men that 
province produced. Such men, being also the most thriftless, could be 
relied on to squander their wages on the Pedlars’ truck, and would not 
need to be paid in cash at the end of the season; men who were “ middling 
Oeconomist[s]”’ and tried to save some of their wages, were thought 
poor bargains and were rarely re-employed. But these same thrifty men 
might serve the Hudson’s Bay Company well, Cocking thought. He 
therefore urged that the Company should find in Montreal an agent who 
had no connection with the Pedlars, commission him to hire a number of 
steady-going “ middling Oeconomists ”’, and despatch them across country 
to Cumberland House.! 

The Hudson’s Bay Company Committee, however, apparently 
doubted how they should find an agent unconnected with the Pedlars in 
a city that lived by and for the fur trade; how such an innocent, were he 
found, could in turn part the sheep from the goats among the voyageurs; or 
how, were these two miracles accomplished, the men selected could success- 
fully make their way across country to Cumberland over a route thronged 
by unscrupulous rival traders who left no stone unturned to thwart the 
Hudson’s Bay Company in all their doings. One can comprehend their 

1 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 211. The Canadian servants, 
says Umfreville, “‘ are become obnoxious to the Indians, their faith is not to be 
relied on, nor their honesty confided in; so that scarce a year elapses, without 
one or more of them falling victims to their own imprudence ”. See also Frob- 
isher’s statement to Andrew Garrett at Cumberland House that in the winter 
of 1774-75 one of his men was “ Shott by the Indians for Eating human flesh ”’, 
the practice of cannibalism being abhorrent to the aboriginal savages of North 
America (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 190). See also Turnor’s 
journal, ibid., pp. 235-6. 

2 See p. 68. 3'Tyrrell, Journals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 228. 

4 A.11/116, fos. 17d.-18. 
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doubts. At the last indeed the Company were led by Colin Robertson 
to do in 1815 very much what Cocking proposed in 1776. The results 
went far to justify their earlier hesitations. In Messrs. Garden and 
Auldjo they found agents who had nothing to do with their rivals, but 
likewise knew nothing of the fur trade, and the men this agency produced 
were found by Simpson to be “ the very dross and outcast of the human 
Sneciesies 

It is also to be observed that neither Cocking nor Longmoor wanted to 
engage large numbers of men in Quebec. All they wanted was, explicitly 
‘““a few” skilled specialists—bowsmen, steersmen and canoe-builders. 
The need for these passed. On their earlier journeys Hearne and 
Cocking had been greatly handicapped for want of men who could 
manage canoes safely and competently, but in 1779 Turnor could 
describe the Company’s Orkney employees as “ good Canoe Men ”’; ? 
and Longmoor himself went far to make Canadian canoe-builders 
unnecessary. After 1777 requests for the employment of Canadians 
seem not to have been renewed. 


ill 

From within Britain, then, the London Committee of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company struggled as best they might to find the men their factors 
so repeatedly and urgently demanded. They had more than the Sas- 
katchewan to provide for. Albany as well as York was feeling the pinch 
of the Pedlars’ competition. From their old outpost of Henley House, 
therefore, the men of Albany were beginning to push on to Gloucester 
House along the road that was to lead by Lake St. Joseph and the Winni- 
peg River to the prairies. Somehow the Company managed to raise some 
- men to meet these varied needs. The dozen whom Turnor had found 
at Longmoor’s post on the Saskatchewan in 1779 became twenty-two 
in 1780. By 1782 the Company could write to their factor at York 
Fort to say they had increased the complement of men for the posts under 
his direction to a hundred, and of these fifty were to be employed “ in- 
land”. Turnor’s minimum demand was thus met, or nearly met, 


LH BS ages 

2 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 251. This verdict was pro- 
nounced by T'urnor after he had made two long canoe journeys himself and had 
opportunities of comparing Hudson’s Bay Company men with Indians. 

3 A.6/13, fo. 39d. Of the other 50 34 were to be employed at York and 16 
at Severn. 
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within three years.!_ It was an achievement far from discreditable to 
those who brought it about in such difficult circumstances. Yet it was 
still far too slow and small an increase to enable the Company to carry 
out the policy that Hearne had called for in 1 776—namely, to follow the 
Pedlars wherever they might go, settle beside them, undersell them into 
bankruptcy and thus effectually “‘ingroce the trade” 2 that was the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s titular monopoly. “That adequate manpower 
alone was needed in these years to secure that result was the united 
opinion of both Cocking and Longmoor. 


iv 

Naturally Britain’s troubles with the colonies to the south had some 
effect on the Montreal fur trade too. The Montrealers first suffered 
inconvenience when the export of firearms and ammunition from Britain 
was forbidden for a period of six months in 1774.3 A difficulty in getting 
rum through established channels made itself felt at the same time.4 
“‘ Indian Goods ” were again “ very scarce in Canada ” in 1776, after 
Montgomery and Arnold’s occupation of Montreal and siege of Quebec, 
wrote James Bannerman,® and Simon McTavish comprehensibly added 
his view that “‘a Speedy reconciliation ” was the “ wish of every good 
man ’’.6 

In 1777 came a blow that may appear harder than any of these, when 
Carleton banned private navigation of the Great Lakes. This was 
indeed an obvious and necessary war measure. If the number of actual 
collaborators whom Montgomery found in Montreal had not been unduly 
alarming, vocal sympathy with the rebellion had been sufficiently strident;? 
fur trade goods included large quantities of muskets and ammunition; 
“ The labour and Difficulty in conveying supplies to the enemy by way 
of Lake Superior ” were known to be not unduly great; § and in any 


1T yrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p- 222. It is not entirely clear 
whether Turnor included the complement of Cumberland, as well as Longmoor’s 
post, in his demand for fifty or sixty men “ in this River ”. 

‘Tbid., p:. 188. 

8 Wallace, Docs. Rel. N.W.C., p. 47. But this was a difficulty that affected 
both parties engaged in the fur trade. The Hudson’s Bay Company also had 
trouble exporting arms, as will be seen from their petitions to the King in Council 
for licences in 1775 and succeeding years (A.9 /4). 

petbid.. p.4-7. 

bid 5 p.05 2: Pl bid. 5p. 50; 

7 It had in fact been more than vocal; see A. L. Burt, The Old Province of 
Quebec, (Minneapolis, 1933), p. 203. 

8 Innis, Fur Trade in Canada, p. 184. 

ch 


Ixxxii SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


war the temptation to profiteer in arms is large. Yet naturally com- 
plaints against Carleton’s action were loud and numerous. “The Govern- 
ment ships in which trade goods had now to travel over the Great Lakes 
are said to have lacked space for all the cargoes men wished to send; 
discrimination and favouritism between one trader and another were 
charged; pilfering of cargoes by soldiers was alleged.1_ There seems no 
very obvious reason to question the truth of any of these charges. ‘That 
soldiers in the Hogarthian heyday of British drunkenness should pilfer 
cargoes where rum figured so largely is no more unlikely than that 
“influence” with a colonial administration should determine which 
traders’ goods should be embarked and which should not. No doubt 
then there were many in Montreal who had good reason to complain of 
Carleton’s system, which Haldimand continued. 

Yet it may still be easy to overrate the sufferings of traders who were 
already actually established in the north-west. Whatever they may have 
said about lack of cargo space on the Government vessels on the Lakes, 
the authors of these journals do not seem to have noticed any falling off in 
the quantity of goods they carried to the Saskatchewan; rather, their 
capacity for “ profusion” seems to have increased.? It also seems clear 
that the discrimination between trader and trader, of which complaints 
were made, actually worked in their favour. At any rate the English- 
speaking founders of the North West Company reappear in the fur 
country season after season, while, on the other hand, it was reported 
that ‘‘ French traders in general have mostly suffered [from discrimin- 
ation] . . . which has given rise to a just saying amongst them ‘ It is a 
Specimen of English Liberty’. Carleton’s restrictions have been 
noted as an actual cause of the organisation of the North West Company 
in 1779; their continuance should perhaps be regarded as a protection 
to it, effectively screening it against internecine competition from 
Montreal in its formative years. Another, and early, result of the war, 
which certainly did no harm to the colony by the St. Lawrence, was the 


1D. G. Creighton, Commercial Empire of the St. Lawrence (Toronto, 1937); 
pp: 71, 76, 97-8. 

2 See Hudson House Journal, January 15 and March 27, 1782. 

3 Innis, Fur Trade in Canada, p. 186. 

4 This suggestion may be challenged on the ground that before the full with- 
drawal of the restrictions in 1788, internecine competition did break out, with 
the alliance against the North West Company of Peter Pangman and Gregory, 
McLeod and Co. But Gregory and Pangman were, of course, both old hands 
in the north-west trade, and Pangman one of the earliest members of the North 
West Company. 
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elimination of Albany as a rival base for the north-west trade. Nor after 
1776 were the “ patriots” from the south ever again in a position to 
threaten Canada, which Henry was relieved to find in the fall of that year 
* delivered from the irruption of the colonists, and protected by the forces 
of General Burgoyne ”.!_ Least of all did the Montreal fur trade suffer 
from the great handicap of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s competition with 
the armed forces for labour. The only military duty required of the 
colonist was service in the local militia raised to defend his own colony. 
The enthusiasm with which the French Canadians performed even this 
duty was such as exposed to insult or threat of lynching any seigneurs 
who urged them to arms,? laid the whole colony open to almost unopposed 
invasion in 1775-76, and provided Carleton with a bare three hundred 
Frenchmen * to supplement the garrison besieged in Quebec itself. 
Indeed, as Professor Creighton neatly puts it, the habitants “ showed 
pugnacity mainly in their refusal to follow their ‘ natural leaders’ the 
noblesse””.4 Such conduct on the part of the French Canadian was, of 
course, only to be expected in a struggle where both contestants were his 
recent victors, especially since the Quebec Act had come too late to 
salvage the authority of the colonial nobility. 

There was thus nothing to hold the veyageur back from his natural 
avocation and the early years of the war at least saw a rapidly increasing 
number of Pedlars’ men reaching Saskatchewan. In 1776 Henry told 
Cocking the Pedlars’ men numbered no more than “ near an hundred ”.5 
In 1777 came Carleton’s restrictions on Great Lakes shipping, and two 
seasons later, in 1778-79, the Montrealers had increased their force on 
the Saskatchewan to three hundred, as Turnor recorded. ‘This three- 
fold expansion in three years no doubt provides part at least of the reason 
for the complaints of the inadequate cargo capacity of the King’s ships on 
the Great Lakes. 

It would, then, seem a reasonable conclusion that for the Montreal 
fur traders the American war was little more than a nuisance, while for 
the Hudson’s Bay Company it was all but crippling. So the English 
Company’s servants on the Saskatchewan found themselves competing 
against opponents who had more hundreds of men than they had dozens, 
who could encircle them with detachments to intercept Indians 
coming from every quarter and compel them to send off men in furtive 
little parties to try to secure the Indians’ trade by stealth. Even so, their 


' Bain, Travels and Adventures... By Alexander Henry, pp. 337-8. 

2 Burt, O/d Province of Quebec, pp. 213, 221. galcicl en ye tep 
* Creighton, Commercial Empire of the 8t. Lawrence, pe 62: 
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parties often enough found themselves forestalled by the ubiquity of the 
Pedlars’ men among the Indians, or were spotted and pursued as they 
slipped past the Pedlars’ posts; and when they really did score over their 
opponents the chances were that their lack of canoemen made them 
unable to carry out all the furs they got. 

It need only be further observed that from the founding of Cumberland 
House in 1774 to the union of the Companies in 1821 is a period of 
forty-seven years; that of these England was at war for twenty-eight; 
and it may appear that the Montreal fur traders owed a larger debt to 
Vergennes, Charles III and the Continental Congress and to Danton, 
Dumouriez and Napoleon than has sometimes been acknowledged. 


\' 


The crippling of the general conduct of the fur trade was not the only 
misfortune war imposed on the Hudson’s Bay Company. It was to end 
with the most damaging and least looked-for of blows. Weighed in any 
sane strategical balance the French attack on Prince of Wales’s Fort and 
York in 1782 was pure nonsense. It was no sideshow organised in a 
colony, like former attacks on Hudson’s Bay Company forts. It was a 
deliberate diversion of ships and men from the main French battle fleet 
at an hour when one would have supposed that fleet could least stand 
weakening. 

As such it offers a specially glaring example of that tendency which 
Mahan so eloquently deplored in French naval policy, a weakness for 
frittering resources away on commerce destruction, instead of seeking to 
dispute, to win and to hold, the command of the sea. _ In this instance the 
task was of such a nature as to prevent the ships detached from rejoining 
the main French battle fleet for half a year; and they were fast-sailing 
coppered ships, of which the French navy, in disadvantageous contrast 
to the British, had relatively few. The injury the raid caused to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company might be great; it was still the sort of mis- 
application of effort the British people as a whole had little cause to 
regret in the critical last months of a lost war. 

Behind this judgment lies, of course, the familiar fact that after 
Cornwallis’s irreplaceable seven thousand regular soldiers passed into 
captivity from Yorktown, the dream of British reconquest of the mainland 
of America ceased to be even a will-o’-the-wisp. France’s main object 
(if indeed the independence of the colonists had ever been such) was 
accomplished. Thereafter the continuing purpose of military operations 
was the securing of good bargaining counters to bring to the conference 
table or of prizes to retain after the peace. For France the war’s centre 
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of gravity more decidedly than ever lay in the West Indies, where islands, 
poor enough today, were then almost fabulously wealthy thanks to the 
near monopoly of supplying the civilised world with rum and sugar. 
The greatest prize British possessions offered there was the island of 
Jamaica. 

Toward Jamaica, then, Admiral the Comte de Grasse had sailed from 
Martinique in the spring of 1782 with thirty-one ships of the line. His 
fleet was crowded with soldiers under the command of General de 
Bouillé, whose name was one day to be associated with a village called 
Varennes and a royal family in flight, but whose immediate purpose now 
was to storm the defences of Kingston and Port Royal. De Grasse’s 
wake was dogged by Rodney, but, true to French naval doctrine of the 
day, he eschewed such irrelevancies as naval battles, studiously evaded his 
opponent instead of seeking how he might destroy him, and pressed on 
towards what Gallic strategical theory was then pleased to term his “ main 
object’. On the night of April 11, however, the Zéé, of 74 guns, 
fouled the French flagship, the Ville de Paris of 104 guns, and in so doing 
broke her own bowsprit. De Grasse accordingly ordered the Zéé to be 
towed to safety by the Astrée frigate; and it is here, as captain of the 
Astrée, that the destroyer of Prince of Wales’s Fort and York, the Comte 
de Lapérouse, first enters our story. When morning broke, the crippled 
ship and her escort were still in view of both fleets and by bearing down 
upon them, the British commander presented de Grasse with the alterna- 
tives of either seeing a ship of the line captured before his eyes or of 
accepting battle. The result was Rodney’s famous victory of the Twelfth 
of April,! where the French line of battle was broken in two places, its 
centre annihilated, while the survivors fled, some to San Domingo, others 
to Curacoa, havens of refuge five hundred miles asunder. For the first 
time in naval history the morale of the war-weary British public was to be 
cheered by the sight of a captive enemy commander-in-chief stepping 
ashore at a British dockyard, and by the capture, also for the first time 
in naval annals, of a first-rate ship of upwards of 100 guns, the Ville de 
Parts. 

Rodney’s glory was great; and yet, in sober calculation, Rodney had 
not done too well. ‘Twenty-six French ships escaped. Here was a 
nucleus which, with reinforcement, might once again dispute the com- 
mand of the Caribbean Sea on even terms; and reinforcement came in 
the form ofa Spanish squadron that joined the French in May and brought 
their strength up to thirty-four. But Rodney’s fleet still guarded Jamaica 
and his reputation was perhaps too much for them. At any rate “ les 


1 Also called the Battle of the Saints. 
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alliés ne songérent pas a l’attaquer ”,! and no sooner was the French 
concentration complete than the senior surviving French officer, de 
Vaudreuil, proceeded to disperse it, till he soon had only sixteen ships of the 
line left with him.2_ Among other detachments he ordered one ship of the 
line, the Sceptre of 74 guns, and two frigates, the 4strée and Engageante, 
of 36 guns each, to sail away to the Arctic. 

So it happened that, a month after the battle he had unwittingly had 
so significant a part in bringing on, Lapérouse was instructed to take 
command of the Sceptre in place of the Astrée, to crowd his three ships 
with men and material from the force that had been intended for the 
conquest of Jamaica, and sail northwards with sealed orders. So he 
embarked “‘ 250 men of the Armagnac and Auxerrois, and 40 artillery- 
men 2 eight inch mortars, 300 bombs and 4 cannon”. He had one 
professional engineer “‘ to direct the sieges ” and another “ to take plans 
of the coasts and bays we were going to survey”. It was eleven weeks 
later, on August 8, that the French, considerably impressed by their 
boldness in navigating icy seas through which Hudson’s Bay Company 
captains sailed as a matter of course every season, finally appeared, under 


1 G. Lacour-Gayet, La Marine militaire de la France sous le régne de Louis XVI 
(Paris, 1905), Peagns 

2 Tbid. 

3 The sources used in compiling the following account of the French operations 
in the Bay are first the contemporary English version of Lapérouse’s official 
despatch given in The Political Magazine for 1782, pp. 686-9 and taken from 
La Gazette de France for October 29, 1782 (to which I regret that I have not 
had access). Second, the account entitled Expedition de la Baie d’ Hudson, 
written by the future Admiral de la Monneraye, who took part as the second 
officer on board the Astrée. This is published in the Bulletin de la Société de 
Geographie, 7me. Ser., 1X 1788, pp. 268-83 ; it purports to bea “ Journal” and 
seems to be based on a journal, but it is in fact an old man’s reminiscences written 
many years after the event. Third, the journal of an officer called du Tremblier, 
who served on the Exgageante ; this was published in The Beaver, March, 1951, 
pp. 44-46. Fourth, a diary kept by one of the officers of Prince of Wales’s Fort 
and copied by Andrew Graham into the 1792 edition of his Odservations om 
Hudson’s Bay, E.2/12, pp. 622-42, to which Miss A. Johnson has kindly called 
my attention. Some use has also been made of Edward Umfreville, Present 
State of Hudson’s Bay, pp. 124-42; and Humphrey Marten’s own account, 
published in Tyrrell, Fourna/s of Hearne and Turnor,p.595. I regret that when 
I touched on the French operations in Churchill River in my article “ The 
Witness of David Thompson ” in the Canadian Historical Review (Vol. XXX], 
March, 1950, pp. 25-38) I had not found all these sources nor enjoyed an 
opportunity of visiting Prince of Wales’s Fort; hence any inconsistencies that 
may appear between what I wrote then and write now. 
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British colours,! at the mouth of Churchill River in Hudson Bay. And 
here Lapérouse’s operations may perhaps claim a certain appropriateness. 
On the Twelfth of April it had been to Samuel Hood that the French 
admiral de Grasse had surrendered at last when the shattered Ville de 
Paris could take no further punishment. Now one of de Grasse’s captains 
was to wreak vengeance on a protégé of Hood’s, the Samuel Hearne who 
had sailed with him on the Bideford and Vestal frigates in the last war, 
and since 1776 had commanded Prince of Wales’s Fort. 

On the evening of his arrival Lapérouse sent a small boat to take 
soundings of the river up to the Hudson’s Bay Company’s fort, but he 
does not seem to have used the soundings when, near first light next 
morning, he landed 400 men, according to Umfreville,2 or 150 men 
according to one of the French sources,’ with an unspecified number 
of guns, at the tip of the peninsula on which the fort stands. The French 
troops marched toward the fort to a point somewhat outside the effective 
range of grapeshot. ‘There they halted and sent on two officers to demand 
surrender. Hearne went out to parley with them. The results of the 
little conference that followed by the water’s edge are variously described. 
One of the Hudson’s Bay Company officers wrote to Andrew Graham 
that the two parties agreed “‘on such capitulations as Mr. Hearne thought 
necessary, or could Obtain both for Europeans & Natives ”.4 Lapérouse, 
on the other hand, says simply ‘“‘ The governor and garrison surrendered 
at discretion ”’.5 

So ended the fur trading career of that elaborate Canadian historical 
monument, Prince of Wales’s Fort. “There was little alternative to 
surrender. “‘ The great strength of modern fortification’, wrote an 
engineer officer on Sir John Moore’s staff in 1806, “ consists certainly 
in the glacis, or in that smoothly sloping mound which conceals and 
covers the rampart to the very chin, yet is severed from it by a deep and 
impassible ditch, screening it from every injury, even by the heaviest and 
most numerous ordnance, whilst its own gradual slope is swept by a rain 
and hail of cannon-balls, grapeshot & musketry, both from its own 
parapet & that of the superior rampart ”’.6 It was of the castle of Scylla 


1 Graham’s informant indicates that this device did not lull the suspicions of 
the men in Prince of Wales’s Fort. , 

2 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 138. 

3 Du Tremblier’s account ; The Beaver (Winnipeg, Hudsons’ Bay Company), 
March, 1951, p. 45. 

arlie2/1 2, (ps 623. 

5 The Political Magazine, 1782, p. 687. 

6 M.S. and C. E. Boothby, Under England’s Flag from 1804 to 1809. The 
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on the toe of Italy that Captain Boothby wrote this observation, and 
because Scylla lacked glacis and ditch, he correctly anticipated that it 
would be breached and would surrender within a matter of hours of the 
opening of a battery of four 24-pounders one hundred and twenty yards 
from its walls. Like Scylla, Prince of Wales’s Fort had neither the glacis 
nor the ditch, with its ashlar-faced scarp and counterscarp, of a proper 
fortress; and, unlike Scylla, it lacked too a garrison of regular soldiers to 
pour grape and musketry on its assailants and so hinder or thwart the 
establishment of breaching batteries. Its complement is said to have 
amounted to thirty-nine men,! who, had they all been present, 
which is more than doubtful,? and had they all been fully trained pro- 
fessional artillery men, as none were, could barely have manned four of 
the fort’s armament of forty guns by day, and could never have secured 
the walls from escalade by night. Lapérouse wrote with a reasoned 
confidence that the garrison of Prince of Wales’s Fort “‘ could not have 
any idea of defence ” because of “ the ease with which my ship could 
approach that settlement ” $ and he “‘ was assured that if the enemy should 
meditate any resistance, the Sceptre could easily reduce them ”’.4 

At Prince of Wales’s Fort Lapérouse secured a handsome plunder, 
which may have been some compensation for the risks and hardships he 
had encountered, but the real beneficiaries of his operations were the 
Canadian traders. Hearne and his old guide to the Coppermine, Maton- 
abbee, had formed a team which most successfully exploited the rich 
beaver lands of Athabaska. The Chipewyans had acted as middlemen 
who carried down to Churchill the furs taken by the Crees of the far 
west; Matonabbee brought “a greater quantity of furrs . . . than any 
other Indian ever did, or ever will do’’.® Asa result Churchill River 


Memoirs, Diary, and Correspondence of Charles Boothby, Captain of the Royal 
Engineers, Compiled by the last Survivors of his Family, (London, 1900), p. 86. 

1 Edward Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 138. Thirty-eight is 
the figure given for Prince of Wales’s Fort in the “ List of Servants in Hudson’s 
Bay ” for 1781-82 (A.30/2). 

2L. J. Burpee, The Search for the Western Sea (London, 1908), p. 164. 

3 Political Magazine, 1782, p. 688. 

4 Ibid., p. 687. It is, of course, one of the oldest rules of war that gens ashore 
are normally an overmatch for guns afloat, yet Lapérouse’s appreciation was 
probably right, for two reasons : first, the lack of skilled gunners ashore ; second, 
the shoddy construction of Prince of Wales’s Fort. Here I may perhaps refer 
the reader to my article ““ The Witness of David Thompson ” in the Canadian 
Historical Review (March, 1950, p. 30). 

5 Tyrrell, 4 Fourney from Prince of Wales's Fort... In the Years 1769, 1770, 
1771, and 1772 by Samuel Hearne, p. 334. 
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had consistently shown a handsome profit, when the earnings of other 
posts had suffered severely from inland competitors.!_ Now the fort was 
to be left empty and gutted. Its destruction took place before a large 
body of Indians (among them a famous “ leader ”, “ Captain” Keel- 
shies).2_ All could see that for a while at least they must look to the 
Canadian traders for the European goods on which the practice of half 
a century had made them almost helplessly dependent. Alexander 
Mackenzie is indeed our witness that, after his return in 1783, Hearne, 
in spite of Matonabbee’s suicide, did apparently win back some of the 
western Chipewyans and that their allegiance, for a while at least, was 
held; ® but this was done at a cost that produced expostulation from 
London,‘ and does not seem to include the trade of the Athabaskan 
Crees. ‘The loss of Prince of Wales’s Fort was a permanent gain to Fort 
Chipewyan. 

Before leaving Prince of Wales’s Fort Lapérouse made all the English 
prisoners, burnt the buildings within the curtain walls, broke the guns 
and blew up the arches of the magazines in the bastions. Then, he 
writes, “ on the 11th I set sail for York Fort, the chief settlement of the 
English in this Bay, but underwent here much greater difficulties than 
those I had overcome since my entrance into these seas. I knew the 
coast was full of rocky shoals; I had no chart; our prisoners obstinately 
refused to give me the least information”. On the 14th, however, he 
arrived safely at Cape Tatnam, some forty miles from York Fort, but 
not till the rgth did he decide on his plan of attack and put his troops on 
shore. In order to avoid the batteries by the Hayes he landed at Port 
Nelson with “ about 250 troops, all my mortars, all my cannon and eight 
days provision ”.6 Umfreville credits him with scaling ladders too,? and 


1 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 141. 

2 Tyrrell, 4 Fourney from Prince of Wales’s Fort... In the Years 1769, 1770, 
1771, and 1772 by Samuel Hearne, p. 331. 

3 L.R. Masson, Les Bourgeois de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest, (Quebec, 1889), 
I, 29, ““ Reminiscences ” by the Honourable Roderic McKenzie. On February 
14, 1789, Alexander Mackenzie wrote “ A great number of Chipeweans who 
went to Hudson’s Bay last summer came this winter to our new establishment 
at the Lake. They traded largely at the Bay, and were highly satisfied with their 
reception. They say they had taken seven months to perform their journey ; 
yet they seemed inclined to return ”’. 

4°Tyrrell, Journals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 31. 

5 The Political Magazine, 1782, p. 687. The obstinate secrecy of the 
prisoners is pleasant note. 

8 Ibid., p. 688. 

7 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 125. 
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this seems likely enough; but the guns certainly, and perhaps the mortars, 
were of no use to him. A prisoner “ whom we paid generously ”’, 
continues Lapérouse, ‘“‘. . . offered to serve as a guide ”.1_ But when the 
prisoner showed them the best path across the isthmus between the 
Nelson and the Hayes, the French, who were not used to wilderness 
tracks, simply would not believe it was a path at all. So, ignoring the 
information they had bought, they proceeded laboriously to hack their 
own way through the bush on a compass bearing, and left behind as they 
did so what Graham’s informant calls their “ Attillery”’.2 On the 
morning of the 24th they at last came in sight of York Fort. 

While the French slowly hewed their way forward from Port Nelson 
the Hudson’s Bay Company men were not idle. The annual ship, the 
King George, commanded by Captain Jonathan Fowler, had arrived, and 
lay offshore, without immediate molestation, in the “ five fathom hole ”’. 
The Severn sloop was also in, with its cargo of furs from York’s outpost 
south-east along the Bay. In feverish haste her cargo was shifted to the 
King George. As much as could be managed of York’s own trade was 
ferried out to the King George as well. The fair copy of York Fort’s 
annual general letter to London was ready, in the usual numbered 
paragraphs and beautiful copperplate hand, but none of the Council had 
signed it. No one found time to sign it now. It was bundled aboard just 
as it was, and lies today in the Hudson’s Bay Company archives without 
a name at its foot.® 

All this was done when Lapérouse sent a written order to the young 
second officer, who was temporarily commanding the Astrée, directing 
him to capture the King George. He received his order on the morning 
of August 25, when a clear white mist still lay over the sea. “ Qu’elle 
nouvelle ce fut pour moi, alors agé de vingt et un ans! ” he wrote years 
later, ‘‘ Je le combattrai vigoreusement, me disais-je, et j’en aurai le 
commandement! ” But when he made his way past the buoys through 
the lifting fog to where the King George had lain, his prize was gone. 
Captain Fowler had slipped his anchor at 9.00 p.m. the night before and 
was well on his way to England. 

So Humphrey Marten had saved the best part of his trade. He could 
perhaps in no circumstances have saved his fort, which, as one of the 


1 The Political Magazine, 1782, p. 688. The account in Graham’s “ Obser- 
vations ”’ names “ Old John Irvine ” as “ standing Pilot for a Number of dollers ”. 

2.2 /025p.030. 

3 A.11/116, fos. 104-9. 

4De la Monneraye, Bulletin de la Société de Geographie, Ser. 7, 1888, 
p.202: 
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French officers records “ n’était construit qu’en bois ”’.1_ His own story 
is probably as good an account as any of what happened ashore on the 
morning of the 24th. ‘“ Atri this Morning ”’, he wrote, “‘ observed the 
French troops in motion. Soon after about 3 or 400 of the Regiments 
of Armagnac Auxerrois with Artillery & Seamen in all about 700 Men 
came to the Fort and demanded Entrance. Before this I had hailed them 
and told them to halt. At first they took no Notice but on my acquaint- 
ing them that if they did not halt I should be obliged to fire at them they 
halted. I demanded a parley which was granted. They delivered a 
Letter signed La Perouse and Rostaing offering us our Lives and private 
property but threatening the utmost fury should we resist. On which I 
delivered terms of Capitulation which being in the main agreed to, upon 
Honor I delivered up the Fort. They informed me Churchill [Factory] 
was taken and blown up ”’.? It seems that Marten committed the common 
enough error of overestimating the numbers of his opponents,® but it is 
hardly necessary to take at face value all the malice toward him displayed 
in Edward Umfreville’s account of these events. 

The usual scene of destruction now took place. The French slaugh- 
tered the fort’s livestock and indiscriminately pillaged the stores and 
warehouses. “ They seem to take little or no notice of the Furs, or at 
least they understand nothing of their value ”’,4 wrote Graham’s inform- 
ant, with the natural pain of a good fur trader. Then, after firing the 
timber palisades and buildings on August 31, Lapérouse set sail for 
Europe with his prisoners and booty on September 1, 1782. 

Eleven months later, William Tomison, with the annual brigade of 
canoes from the Saskatchewan, returned to the mouth of the Hayes to 
view the scene that Lapérouse had left. He was not entirely unprepared 
for it, yet his feelings, and those of all his men, can be imagined. ‘They 
had brought all of a winter’s fur to hand over for despatch to England 
and found none to whom to deliver it. “They needed a year’s supply of 
trade goods, the guns, ammunition and fishing nets that were the essential 
means of life in the upland wilderness, and the brandy, blankets, beads 
and kettles for which the Indians bartered fur and food. Instead of 
finding all these, and the welcome of their fellow countrymen, they 
found a deserted site by a barren shore. They waited as long as they 
dared for the ship, but the ship was more than ordinarily late. At last on 


1 Tbid. > Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 595. 

3 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p.125. But it is to be noted that 
Umfreville as well as Marten adds a number of marines to the body of regular 
soldiers which Lapérouse reports putting ashore. 


ei2/12, p. 631. 
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Thursday, September 4, Tomison resolved to return to Cumberland 
‘as we cannot Stay any longer and God knows whether we shall 
[reach] that place or any place, as we have no Ammunition or any 
provision except a little Salt Venison ”’.* So they turned back from the 
blackened ruins of the fort, to make their way up country again and 
weather out the next twelve months as best they might. 

The hardships Tomison and all the inland men were to suffer, and the 
slow stages by which the Hudson’s Bay Company’s affairs recovered 
from this disaster lie outside our story. But the extent of the disaster is 
not to be underrated. Besides losing buildings, shipping, equipment and 
stores, and two years’ fur returns from each of their most productive 
posts, the Hudson’s Bay Company lost prestige and failed all their up- 
country customers. “The Company’s men themselves had to buy 
ammunition from their rivals to survive. Their most loyal Indian 
friends on the Saskatchewan, who once had said “ the Englishmen were 
their countrymen”, had now no choice but turn to the Montrealers. 
And the Company on which this blow fell was not easily and luxuriously 
reaping the fruits of a plush monopoly. With miserably inadequate 
strength in men and goods they were engaged in a bitter, up-hill struggle 
against rapacious and unscrupulous opponents with vastly superior 
resources. 


vl 

It will be clear that the period these journals cover was a hard one for 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. But it was not a sterile one. On the 
contrary, it was a period in which the Company may perhaps be judged 
to have shown considerable flexibility, resource and tenacity. 

In 1772 its directors had (virtually overnight as their communications 
went) reversed their carefully considered appreciation of some years’ 
standing and ordered the prompt establishment of a new inland post to 
meet a new situation. The plans Andrew Graham had thoughtfully 
laid to provide for such a contingency had foundered when John Cole 
failed him; and luck swung against the Company in other ways as well. 
Nevertheless the Company’s men had done what was asked of them. 
Without a canoe of their own, and with only a handful of ccmpetent 
canoemen, they had established their new inland post in 1774. ‘There, 
thanks mainly to Robert Longmoor, they had succeeded in producing 
or acquiring all the canoes they needed and so, within six seasons, they 
mastered their biggest initial handicap. Before five seasons were gone 


1B.87 /a/6, fo. 44d. 
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they had, according to Philip Turnor, trained out of raw Europeans a 
body of canoemen who did not look too bad even in the company of 
Indians who were born and bred to river travel. Also in their fifth 
season inland they had branched out beyond their first foundation, and 
Cumberland House had acquired a daughter post far up the Saskatchewan. 
To be sure the Company’s men still had but a small portion of that River’s 
trade, yet they managed their affairs with a skill that made it an increasing 
and a profitable portion.! 

All this was accomplished during a world war whose effect was to 
compel the Hudson’s Bay Company to struggle along on a shoestring 
while the means and resources of their rivals apparently continued to grow. 
It would seem a very solid and respectable achievement for Hearne, 
Cocking, Tomison, Longmoor and their fellows to have brought about. 
Many years were to pass yet, and many improvements to be made, before, 
in 1821, the old Company triumphed at last, and took over everything 
of their rivals but their name, their debts, their bad business methods, 
and their less satisfactory personnel. ‘The foundations of that victory 
were nevertheless being laid in the years when these journals were 
written and by the men who wrote them. 


1'The following figures (omitting fractions) have been extracted from the 
York Fort account books B.239 /d /64--72, and show the fur returns shipped to 
London from 1774-82 inclusive : 


Outfit Made Beaver 
1773-74 7,052 
1774-75 16,822 (including 1,647 from Inland) 
1775-76 11,267 (including 2,go1 “ from Basquea ’’) 
1776-77 16,102 (including 6,162 from Cumberland House) 
1777-78 13,439 (including 5,908 from Cumberland House) 
1778-79 13,162 (including 5,777 from Cumberland House) 
1779-80 17,320 (including 9,830 from Inland) 
1780-81 25,901 (including 14,926 from Inland) 
1781-82 12,836 (including 6,095 from Inland) 


1781-82 is, of course, the year of the great small-pox epidemic among the 
Indians. In the earlier years the inland posts may be fairly credited with 
producing more furs than are actually listed to their account, for, writes 
Alexander Henry the elder, the purpose of Cumberland House was both 26 
prevent the Indians from dealing with the Canadian merchants, and to induce 
them to go to Hudson’s Bay” (Bain, Travels and Adventures ...by Alexander 
Henry, p. 262). 
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A Journal of the most 
remarkable Transactions and Occurrences 
on a Journey from and to York Fort and 
at Cumberland House from 23d August 

1775 to 28th July 1776 
kept by 
Mr. Matthew Cocking 


This foolscap journal, B.49/a/3, still retains its vellum binding and the title 
appears on the front cover. The journal is signed by Matthew Cocking, but 
appears to be a fair copy. The book contains sixty-seven unruled folios, the first 
thirty-seven folios only being used. 

Cumberland House was established by Samuel Hearne in 1774. See Intro- 
duction, p. xiii et seq., and Appendix p. 339. For the Cumberland House journals 
covering the period when Hearne was in charge until Cocking succeeded him in 
October, 1775, see J. B. Tyrrell (ed.), Fournals of Samuel Hearne and Philip 


Turnor (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1934), PP- 94-195: 


Journal of Occurrences and Transactions 
at Cumberland House 
by Matthew Cocking Master; 
and also of his journey 
from & to York Fort; 
commencing 4th October 1775, 
and ending 28th July 1776 


23rd Wednesday. \Nind N.E. clear Weather this Day I left 
York Fort! to proceed up to the new Settlement Inland with two 
Canoes of Home Indians; We paddled down Hays’s and 
entered the North or Port-nelson River, Our Distance about 
ten miles. 

24th Thursday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. 
Proceeding, Our Distance about 24 miles, at 22 Miles 
Tracking, Killed a Doe Deer in the River. 

25th friday. Wind Variable clear Weather, our Distance 
about Twenty miles, at 16 miles passed a River called Keshea 
Mechiskon or old River for killing fish with hand Nets, at 18 
miles passed a large Branch of the same, at the conclusion 


1 A.6/12, fo. 28, Governor and Committee to Ferdinand Jacobs and Council 
at York Factory, May 4, 1775, ordering that Samuel Hearne should leave Cum- 
berland House and succeed the late Moses Norton as Chief at Prince of Wales’s 
Fort. Paragraph 4 of the same letter stated: “ As We are at present uncertain 
in what Station Mr. Cocking may be on the receipt of this Letter, We particularly 
recommend it to the mature deliberation of Mr. Jacobs, Mr. Marten and Council 
to consider the most effectual means to prosecute Our Intention at Basquiau and 
to appoint a proper person to superintend the same. We are well pleased with 
the several Steps that were taken in 1774 for settling Basquiau and We hope 
large Canoes and every other requisite have been procured for that Service, having 
the prosecution of that Concern very much at Heart”. A. 11/115, fo. 176, 
Jacobs & Council at York Factory to the Governor and Committee, August 26, 
1775, °...we have with all possible dispatch sent Mr. Matthew Cocking to 
relieve him [Samuel Hearne], no other Person being in any degree fit for that 
service. But as Mr. Cocking labours under an ugly rupture and is not in a good 
State of health, he doth not consent to stay Inland longer than the present year ; 
We therefore humbly hope you will provide a proper person to succeed Mr. 
Cocking...”. For the instructions issued to Cocking by Humphrey Marten, see 
Appendix, pp. 340-1. 
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arrived at the Place where several Home Natives are waiting to 
kill Deer,! several crossing the River Here at times. We also 
met with several of the North River Indians here, They 
informed Us that there is such a great fresh of Water at present 
in the Falls, owing to the late rains, that they expect we shall 
find great difficulty in getting up. 

26th Saturday. Wind S.W. Clear Weather. Our Distance 
about 10 miles, passed some Islands. Many Deer crossing the 
River in Places. 

27th Sunday. WNind variable Weather clear till Noon, then 
Cloudy with Rain obliged Us to put up. Our Distance only 
about eight miles; tracking, passed over one Fall. We met 
with a Canoe of North River Indians whom I have prevailed 
with to accompany Us, my Indians pretending they are 
unacquainted with the Falls. 

28th Monday. Wind N.W. Weather part clear & part cloudy 
with Rain. One of the Indians who came with me from the 
Fort being much intoxicated with Liquor which he stole 1n the 
night, scalded one of his Arms in such a manner as to disable 
him from paddling. I was obliged to leave him here to return 
to the Fort, taking the Goods which he had received as payment 


1 The deer referred to are caribou, and were, almost certainly, the woodland 
form. Andrew Graham gave the following description of this method of hunting 
deer in E.2/12, “ Observations on Hudson’s Bay ” [1792], p. 16, ““ When the 
Deer are pretty far advanced into the river, the Canoes are all manned, and 
paddle after them ; one party surrounding them and preventing their landing on 
the opposite shore ; whilst the Women, Children and Dogs by making a noise & 
throwing stones, hinder them from returning: The Men in the other canoes 
immediately approach the unhappy victims, and stab them with spears, bayonets, 
knives, arrows, or even a stick sharpened at the point and hardned in the fire; for 
they cannot make the smallest resistance while swimming; but the Bucks in 
rutting time will attack the savages on landing, when cross pressed: After the 
sport is over, the Canoes tow them on shore, and if the Natives are not hungry 
they bring the Meat down to the Forts skinned and cut up into joints; but in 
scarce times happy is he that can cut fastest. ..”. See also Warburton Pike, T'he 
Barren Ground of Northern Canada (London, 1892), p. 48, “...it is with the 
spear that the vast slaughter in the summer is annually made. The best swimming- 
places are known and carefully watched, and woe betide a herd of caribou if once 
surrounded in a lake by the small hunting-canoes. One thrust of the spear, high 
up in the loins and ranging forward, does the work.” 
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& giving them to the Indians engaged yesterday. We 
proceeded tracking, Our Distance about ten miles.1 

29th Tuesday. WWind South Weather as yesterday, Tracking 
against a very strong Current. We passed over several Falls 
leading Canoes in Places, very bad, One Fall about four 
Hundred Yards, Three hours in Leading Canoes over. Our 
Distance about seven miles. We are very tedious in our 
Passage Our Guides being very delatory. 

30th Wednesday. Wind Variable Weather as before. 
Proceeding, tracking against a Strong Current, Our Distance 
nine miles. We passed two Falls at both which we carried, at 
the first a hundred Yards & a mile at the other, they are both 
called Lime Stone Falls? from much of that sort being there; 
After passing both Falls tracking and sometimes leading 
Canoes through an exceeding strong Current. We met with 
four Canoes of Indians going to the Fort to get Creditvas 
Usual. 

31st Thursday. Wind South clear Weather, Tracking for 
about six miles and then Paddling. We passed five falls, 
leading Canoes over two and carrying at two. Our whole 
distance about Eight miles. Before We had left off Tracking 
the Canoe of Indians whom we had lately employed as Guides 
proposed to return, saying that they were not able to proceed, 
and notwithstanding all I would say seemed determined to go 
no further, then I proposed for my Indians to try at proceeding 
without them, But they Refused, alledging their old excuse of 
being unacquainted, and therefore proposed also to turn back; 
as a last resort I was obliged to give some Liquor to our Guides, 
and after making them half Drunk I prevailed on them to 
change their Intent & we proceeded. 

Ist friday. Nind variable clear Weather. Before we 
proceeded I was obliged to Give my Gun to our Guides in 
additon to their former payment before they would accompany 


* Cocking reported this incident to Marten. See Appendix, p. 342. 

* Cocking was near the mouth of Limestone River, which flows into Nelson 
River from the north. The route he took to Cumberland House was that 
followed by Philip Turnor in 1778. See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and 
Turnor, pp. 198-215. 
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Us: In this manner the Natives impose upon an European 
when they know he cannot do without them. Our Distance 
about ten miles, passed over several rocky Falls, lead Canoes 
over four & carried all at five Falls; One Carrying Place ? mile 
across, two more } mile each, the others short, many rocky 
Islands. 

and Saturday. Wind S.W. Weather cloudy with a few drops 
of Rain, towards Evening Clear. Our Distance about eight 
miles, passed over many falls, carried at nine, one Carrying 
Place 4 mile, two more } Each, the rest short carriage, lead 
Canoes over some of the Falls, several Islands. 

3rd Sunday. Wind S.E. Weather first part clear afterwards 
cloudy a strong Gale with rain. Our Distance about eight 
miles, We passed over one Carrying Place of 4 Mile called 
Muskake or swampy carrying Place, also lead Canoes over two 
falls. We met with two Canoes of Indians waiting to kill Deer, 
see several crossing while we were here. I traded a Small 
supply of Provision from these Indians and they exchanged a 
Canoe for one of ours that was very bad.} 

4th Monday. WindS.W.a fresh Gale at times clear Weather. 
Lead Canoes over three Falls and passed one carrying Place of 
4 mile, Our Distance twelve miles. 

sth Tuesday. Wind West cloudy Weather with small Rain at 
times. Our Distance six miles, We passed over five Carrying 
Places each of } mile, except one $ mile, lead Canoes over six 
falls, at 4 miles entered the Gull Lake, narrow, met with two 
Canoes of Indians waiting to kill Deer, several crossing at 
times. 

61h Wednesday. Wind N.E. a fresh Gale cloudy but fair till 
Noon, then a continuance of Rain obliged Us to put up. Our 
Distance about twelve miles, dangerous Paddling being a swell. 

7th Thursday. \Nind & Weather for the most part the same 
as Yesterday, till the Evening then fair when we proceeded. 
Our Distance seven miles, at three miles entered a River which 
the Indians call a continuation of Port-nelson, a strong Current 
with some falls in places. 


1 For Cocking’s letter to Marten of this date see Appendix, pp. 342-3. 
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8th Friday. Wind Variable Weather cloudy with very little 
intermissions of Rain. We did not proceed. 

gth Saturday. ‘Wind West Weather very variable but most 
part cloudy with rain at times. We proceeded our Distance 
about fifteen miles, for ten miles in the River in which we 
passed several Falls, dragged Canoes over some and carried 
z mile at one; Entered a Lake called Tahtasquiow Sackaeagon 
or streight wood Lake,! Put up in a Narrow we entered: At 
Noon met a Canoe of Home Natives returning for the Fort, 
they went up with Mr. Hearne, whom they say they left 
Eighteen days since.2, Our Company two Canoes did not 
come up with Us. 

10th Sunday. Wind variable Weather first part cloudy with 
small Rain at times afterwards clear towards Noon our 
Companions came up, find one of their Canoes had been stove 
was the reason they did not arrive last Night. We did not 
proceed waiting to mend the Canoe properly, finished towards 
Evening when I proposed to proceed and to paddle on in the 
Night by the Light of the Moon being Calm; but the Indians 
would not comply: indeed I am afraid that between their 
delatoriness and the Stoppages we have with our Leaky 
Canoes, that we shall be very long in getting up. I begin to 
suspect that the Home Natives that accompanied me from the 
Fort endeavour to protract the time with an intention of forcing 
me to turn back, as they have often wanted me to comply with. 

11th Monday. Wind N.E. a strong Gale cloudy Weather, 
towards Evening a strong Gale at N.W. We proceeded 
through the narrow three miles, when the Indians declared it 
was unsafe to proceed for the swell, so we put up. 

12th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a strong Gale cloudy Weather, 
small rain at times, much rain in the Night. We did not 
proceed. 

13th Wednesday. WWind & Weather the same till Noon then 
calmer, when I proposed to proceed but the Indians were 


1 Split Lake. 

2 These were the Indians who accompanied Hearne from York Fort on his 
return to Cumberland House in the summer of 1775. See Appendix, p. 339, 
and Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 175. 
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unwilling, pretending it was unsafe. Towards Evening three 
Canoes of Indians arrived who are going down to the Fort, 
they soon left Us: As these Indians had come across the same 
path which we have to go in this Lake, it was undoubtedly as 
safe for Us to have been paddling as for them; I therefore 
again proposed to proceed but my Indians seemed unwilling to 
comply: As I found Our Guides the most unwilling, and my 
Indians seemed to rest upon their delays as an excuse for 
protracting the time, I resolved upon turning them off 
being now got over the worst of the Falls, accordingly I took 
my Gun from them which I had been obliged to give to 
prevent their leaving Us as mentioned before, As the things 
I had at first given them over sufficiently paid them for 
their trouble. We then proceeded without them much 
against my Indians Inclinations, one in particular would 
not paddle. We went only about five miles paddling in the 
Lake: 

14th Thursday. Wind S.W. Weather part Clear & part 
Cloudy. We proceeded our Distance about Thirty miles, at 
26 miles passed by a Carrying Place of 4 mile at a fall into a 
River of the same Name as the one formerly left, paddling 
against a Current, Many Islands in the Lake we left which was 
narrow in Places, but blowing fresh at times made it dangerous 
Paddling, Here we lost the Track for sometime, but meeting 
with ten Canoes of the North River Indians going to the Fort 
they put us right. 

15th Friday. Wind East Weather cloudy with a continued 
rain, towards Evening a strong Gale at N.W. with 
rain & Sleet. notwithstanding the Weather We proceeded, 
Our Distance about twelve miles, At 14 Mile left Port 
Nelson River and entered another called Mus-kus-sis-kow 
Se-py or Grass River, passed some Falls in it & lead Canoes 
+ mile through one: at the conclusion we came to a 
carrying Place of + mile and put up, the Weather being very 
bad. 

16th Saturday. Wind N.E. a strong gale at times, Weather 
most part cloudy with Rain at times. Our Distance this day 
about twenty seven miles, At 4 miles entered Wich-eag 
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Sackaeagon or Stinking Lake, At 13 miles entered a River of 
the same name as the one last left, At 25 miles entered a small 
Lake no Name. 

17th Sunday. Wind S.W. Weather very Variable frequent 
Showers of Rain. Proceeding our Distance about thirty six 
miles, At 3 miles out of the Lake & entered a continuation of 
the Grass River, 12 miles in it; passed some Falls in it, lead 
Canoes over two & carried at one, At 15 miles entered a large 
Lake called dry wood Lake. 

18th Monday. Wind N.W. Weather part clear & part 
Cloudy with Sleet at times. We proceeded but again lost our 
way, after sometime We found it by meer chance. We are 
often at a loss, indeed it could not be expected otherwise with 
the Indians I am sent with, for the only one who pretended to 
show the Road has been only once Inland before. Our 
Distance this day about thirty five miles, At 12 miles left the 
Lake passing by a Carrying Place of half a mile into another 
Lake, narrow; At 14 miles more entered a continuation of the 
Grass River, Lead Canoes over two falls and carried half a mile 
at one. 

19th Tuesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Our 
Distance twenty five Miles; At 4 miles left the River and 
entered a Narrow Lake called Uthamun Sackaeagan or Paint 
Lake, from there being some Indian Paint found here. 

20th Wednesday. Nind as before a strong Gale cloudy 
Weather. We proceeded but only went seven miles being a 
great Swell; At 2 miles left the Lake & entered a continuation 
of the Grass River; at 6 miles entered a Lake called 
Pimmichicomasin or long narrow Lake.? 

21st Thursday. Wind the same but less cloudy Weather. 
Our Distance Eight miles; at 3 miles entered a continuation 
of the late River, We passed over three Carrying Places in it, 
one of half a mile the others short; Also lead Canoes over one 


Fall. 


1 Witchai Lake, the Cree Indian name for Stinking Lake. See Place-Names of 
Manitoba (Ottawa, Geographic Board of Canada, 1933), p. 94. 

* Presumably Setting Lake. See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 
207. 
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22nd Friday. Wind N.E. cloudy Weather. Our Distance 
sixteen miles, We passed over three Carrying Places, the two 
first 1 mile each, the last 4 mile called the Pelican Fall. Here 
we lay. 

23rd Saturday. Wind S.W. Weather for the most part 
cloudy. Our Distance about forty miles; for 25 miles 
paddling in a Lake called Pataquasquaeagan or Stachikan 
Lake, so called as I am told from this being a Part where 
Indians used to lay up Reserves of Provision; Entered a 
continuation of the Grass River passing a corner of the late 
Lake also passed a narrow River called Goose River. 

24th Sunday. Wind N.W. Weather cloudy with Snow most 
part of the day. We proceeded but only went about seven 
miles, lead Canoes over one bad fall. 

26th Monday. Wind N.W. Weather most part cloudy & 
very cold. We proceeded our Distance about Twenty-five 
miles, Passed over six Carrying Places two } mile each, the 
other short, very bad Passage; lead Canoes also over two 
Falls. Our Canoes in very bad Condition by the frost cracking 
the Pitch. 

26th Tuesday. Wind & Weather the same very raw & cold, 
Snow in the morning. We proceeded but only went about S1X 
miles, Our Canoes being so very leaky with the Frost obliged 
Us to put up to repair them. We passed over three Carrying 
Places of 100 Yards each, Lead Canoes over one Fall. 

27th Wednesday. Wind the same Weather most part cloudy 
Snow in the morning. We proceeded Our Distance about 
sixteen miles. We arrived at the Edge of a Large Lake called 
We-cos-quah or Sweet Herb Lake where we put up, being a 
great swell. 

28th Thursday. \Nind as before Weather cloudy till the 
Evening when it cleared, Snow last Night. We did not 
proceed being yet a great Swell, Met with a Family of this 
Country Indians. 

29th Friday. Wind S.E. first part mild afterwards a fresh 
breeze Weather most part Cloudy. The Indians We met 
yesterday having Plenty of Provision I perswaded them to 
accompany us with a Canoe Load to Trade at the Settlement 
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and We proceeded: Our Distance about thirty-eight miles; 
At 12 miles over the Lake passing by a Carrying Place of 1 
mile into a continuation of the Grass River and soon entered a 
narrow Lake called Paskiseagan or Gun Lake; At 28 miles 
passed by Tha-kow-escow An-i-cop or Gravelly carrying Place 
into a continuation of the River in which we passed three more 
Carrying Places, and lead Canoes over two Falls; At 34 miles 
entered Pe-pe-quew-nes-cus or Reed Lake, put up at an 
Island. Two of the Carrying Places each about 4 mile the 
others short passed this day. 

30th Saturday. Wind & Weather variable, Our Distance 
about forty miles; At 18 miles over the Lake and entered the 
continued River for 17 miles, in which we passed 3 Carrying 
Places each of 4 Mile, then in a Lake (no Name) for three 
miles more, then in a River for 4 miles, when we entered a 
Lake which we paddled over & lay at the mouth of a 
continuation of the River. 

1st Sunday. Wind variable Weather cloudy with a heavy 
rain at times, proceeding notwithstanding. Our Distance 
about Twenty Miles; At 14 miles through the last of Grass 
River in which we carried at three falls + mile each & paddled 
over three Falls, then entered a narrow Lake called Athinne 
Oo’Toos’kan (i.e.) Indian Elbow, from the shape; At 16 
miles entered a very crooked Narrow River, called Elbow 
River. 

2nd Monday. Wind South mild cloudy weather. Our 
Distance about Twenty-six miles; At 4 miles out of the River 
and entered We-sock-i-me-nah or Craneberry Lake; At 20 
miles passed by a Carrying Place of the same name (2 miles) 
into a Lake called Pusquapiskow or Rocky Lake; At 24 miles 
entered a River paddling with the Current, in which we passed 
four Carrying Places & Shot & Lead Canoes over several 
Falls, very shallow Water. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind as Yesterday variable Weather. We 
proceeded about forty miles; At 2 miles entered a Lake called 
Niscock or Goose Lake, then entered another River paddling 


1 Now known as Tramping Lake. 
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with the Current, shot several Falls & passed over one carrying 
Place of 3 mile, passed another River where the Indians spear 
many Sturgeon every Summer,! Pedlers track to the Thopiskow? 
Indians Country is cross the Head of this through a small 
River that Leads to Lakes that way; At 30 Miles entered 
Menistick Menihague-a-skow Spruce or Pine Island Lake. 

4th Wednesday. Wind S.W. a fresh Gale Weather most 
part clear. We proceeded Our Distance about thirty miles, 
paddling in the Lake, and arrived at the New Settlement, 
where we found Mr. Hearne & his People all well. 


Total of Distances 676 Miles 
Total Carrying Places No. 63 


5th Thursday. Wind South cloudy mild Weather. This 
Day I examined the Packages of Trading Goods Stores Furrs 
&c. and found them to correspond with the Account of 
Remains given me by Mr. Samuel Hearne, in which was 
included 34 lb. of Tobacco brought up by me.® I gave Him 

1 Sturgeon-weir River. 

2 Athabaska. See p. 16, n. 2. 

3 B.239/d/66, York Factory Account Book, 1775-76, fo. 13, contains a list of 
““Tradg. Goods sent to Basquea”’. See Appendix, p. 361. In addition to his 
trade goods Cocking also took from York a cargo of goods “‘ Presented to Mr. 
Cocking for his journey to Basquea, & paid to 4 Indians that went wth. him ” as 
follows : 


Blankets Nos. 6 Hatchets middling 4 
Brandy Eng. Gall. 73 = Ice chizzils narrow 2 
Cloth red yds. » 8 Knives yew handle 4 
blue corded IO Kettle of 2$ Gall. Pi 
fine blue 13 Lines net 3 
Combs No. 4 Powder fine Ib. 24 
Flannel yds. 2 Shot duck 60 
Flints Eng. 48 bristol 20 
Files large 2 Shirts white strap’d Z 
Guns of 34 feet I Stockings worsted knit a 
Hooks fish 18 Sashes worsted I 
Hats laced I Trunk I 
‘Tobacco boxes IO 


The “ wives & children of those men that are gone inland with Mr. Cocking ” 
were clothed during their absence. (Ibid., fos. rod—11). For the Standard of 
Trade, see Appendix, pp. 358-60. 
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my receipt! & took Charge. Mr. Hearne not having the 
Remains of his last Accounts? here, by which a Proper General 
Charge may be made, We have agreed that I shall make my 
Charge from the present Remains, leaving Him to Account 
for the Expence of Goods & Stores hitherto. Mr. Hearne 
informs me that the Indians did not bring the Goods that I 
laid up in the Cedar Lake in going down in the Summer,? 
neither has He heard from that Quarter, therefore supposes 
they have Stole them. 

6th friday. Wind W.b.N. Clear Weather. This Day in the 
morning Mr. Samuel Hearne embarked to go down to York 


* Hearne remarked in his journal, “...we ware Empd taking an exact 
account of the Trading Goods, Stores, Provisions and Furs remaining at the 
House, and got a Receipt for the same from Mr Cocking all except for about 3 
Months Dryed Provisions for which Mr Cocking refused to give a Receipt, tho it 
had coste me several Hundreds of Beaver in the purchice ” (Tyrrell, Fournals of 
Hearne and Turnor, p. 184). 

The Cumberland House Account Books for this period have not been traced 
in the Company’s Archives. Writing to Thomas Hutchins at Albany Fort on 
August 26, 1775, Humphrey Marten remarked: “ Mr. Jacobs trade [at York 
Factory] 16,6573 in furs sent home this year, of which 1647 is from Messrs. 
Hearne and Cocking [on the Saskatchewan]” (B.239/b/36, fo. 3). For the 
figures given in the York Fort account books see Introduction, p. xciii, n. I. 

3 A brief outline of Cocking’s movements during trading season 1774-75 is 
given in Tyrrell, fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 31-6. Cocking’s journal 
entitled : “A Journal of a Journey Inland with the Natives Commencing 4th 
July [1774] and Ending 27th June 1775 ”’ is in B.239/a/72. The goods referred 
to above were “ laid up... at an Island in the Cedar Lake” on May 31, 1775, 
and according to the entries made on that day and the previous August 28, 
consisted of : 


“250 tod & 500-20 Nails 4 splinter Locks 
1 Bench Vice 4 lb. Soap 
1 Pit-saw & tiller 3 1-gall. Kettles 
2 Copper drinking Pots 750 Flints [less 30] 


153% lb. Beads ”’ and a small reserve of Tobacco “‘ to Smook with the Indians as I 
[Cocking] go down”. In addition there were : 


16 lbs. Powder 2 Files 
2 Ice Chisels 1 Claw Hammer. 
1 Saw Set 


Cocking also noted that after his arrival at York Fort “ an Indian was employed 
by Mr. Jacobs to carry up the Goods &c. here mentioned, to Mr. Samuel 
Hearne’s Settlement”. See also Appendix, p. 351. 
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Fort accompanied by the Indians who brought me up. The 
Men employed Cutting & Setting up Firewood in Piles to 
clear the Plantation, Four Canoes of Indians arrived, brought 
dried Moose Flesh to Trade. In the Evening Ten Canoes of 
Pigogomew! Indians Arrived with Provisions & a few Furrs to 
Trade. Gave Supplies of Ammunition to the Indians before 
here & sent them Hunting. 

7th Saturday. ‘Nind N.W. a fresh breeze at times Cloudy 
Weather. Smoaking and Trading with the Pigogomew 
Indians. They came from the Eagle Hill? above the Branch of 
Saskachiwan, The only Articles they Trade and seem to want 
are Brazile Tobacco and Brandy. The Carpenter making 
Conveniences in the House, One man mending a Fishing Net, 
the rest employed as Yesterday. 

8th Sunday. Wind & Weather variable. ‘The four first 
Canoes that arrived on Friday went away. Mr. Hearne having 
informed me that on account of the great scarcity of Provisions 
here last Winter, He had appointed two men who were willing 
to be sent up the River Saskachiwan to be supported by the 
Indians there till they came down in Canoes, And as one of the 
Pigogomew Leaders who is here 1s a very trusty man, I propose 
to send them with Him witha supply of Goods for their Support, 
As they can be very well spared: [ also propose to send one or 
two more away with some other Indians to be supported. 

gth Monday. Wind N.E. Cloudy Weather. Empoyed 
the men in pointing the upper Works of the House to exclude 
the Air. Carptr. making conveniences in the House. The 
ten Canoes of Pigogomew Indians went away, sent two Men 
with them to be supported, Robert Longmore? & Charles 


1 According to Tyrrell, who quotes extensively from Cocking’s journal in 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 36 et seq., ““ The name ‘ Pigogomew ’ is 
applied by both Philip Turnor and David Thompson to the South branch of the 
Saskatchewan river”. Presumably the Pigogomew Indians came from that 
quarter. 

2 Eagle Hills, south of the present Battleford, Saskatchewan. 

3 For a biographical note on Robert Longmoor, described by Humphrey 
Marten, chief at York Fort, to the Governor and Committee in 1776 as “ very 
deserving and ... the first Canoe Man in your Service ” (A.11/116, fo. 13d.), see 
Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 97. 
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Isham.’ Three Tents of Indians at present here, chiefly old & 
useless Members, they are only waiting as Mr. Hearne 
informed me they did last Year for the Pedlers arrival to get 
Liquor from them. Mr. Hearne informed me that the 
chiefest part and best of the Indians belonging to this part 
went away soon after he arrived to War, and do not expect to 
return till late next Summer. Two Canoes of Indians I lately 
sent away Hunting returned bringing Geese. 
10th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale variable Weather. 
One man employed making a Net having none fit for Use 
except a Sturgeon Net, The rest employed as Yesterday, 
finished the Job. A Canoe of Hunters arrived with Geese. 
11th Wednesday. Wind S.E. Clear Weather. Men 
employed falling & setting up Firewood, Carpenter making 
Conveniences, One man making a Net, Two Canoes arrived 
with Geese to Trade and two more with dried Moose flesh. 
12th Thursday. Wind N.E. a fresh Gale Weather most part 
cloudy. Men employed as Yesterday. The Indians that 
arrived Yesterday went away. Employed the Indian Women 
splitting & smoak drying Geese for Us to preserve them. 
13th Friday. Wind N.W. a strong Gale variable Weather. 
14th Saturday. Wind Variable Clear Weather. Three 
Canoes of Indians arrived. One with Geese & two with dried 
Moose flesh to Trade. In the Evening Ten Canoes of Pedlers 
arrived, putting ashore a little below Us, and the Masters 
(Three)? soon after paid mea Visit. Four of the Canoes belong 

1 Charles Price Isham (also known as Charles Thomas Isham), half-breed son 
of James Isham, a former Chief Factor. For biographical information, see 
H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. XII, E. E. Rich and A. M. Johnson 
(eds.), Fames Isham’s Observations on Hudsons Bay, 1743... (Toronto, The 
Champlain Society, 1949, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 
1949), p. 325, and Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 173. 

2 Joseph Frobisher, Thomas Frobisher and Alexander Henry the elder. 
Henry recorded meeting the Frobishers en route to Saskatchewan River on 
September 7, 1775. After their arrival at Cumberland House, Henry stated 
“we resolved on joining our stock and wintering together”. This union of 
interests later resulted in the creation of the North West Company. See J. Bain 
(ed.), Travels & Adventures In Canada and the Indian Territories Between the 
Years 1760 and 1776 By Alexander Henry Fur Trader (‘Voronto, 1901), pp. 253, 
263. Cf. Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 36 et seq. 
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to one Henry,’ A New Adventurer this way, and the other six 
to The two Frobisher who resided near the Thopiskow? Indians 
last Year, and the Year before in this Lake when Joseph 
Handsome? wintered with them. They inform me that they 
are all going to reside in one Place in the Beaver Lake not far 
Distant, The Frobishers and their People having been greatly 
distressed for want of Provisions at their late Settlement. It 
seems that Twenty three Canoes of Pedlers intend to Winter 
up the River Saskachiwan Under several Masters, 18 of Which 
are gone past. The Pedler Patterson# is again going up the 
River Saskachiwan; that he has got for his Interpreter the 
Pedler Blondow,® who Wintered at the rocky shore River lesser 


1 Alexander Henry the elder. See Bain, Travels &% Adventures... By 
Alexander Henry ..., p. 261, where the date of arrival at Cumberland House is 
given as October 26. Henry described Cumberland House as “one of the 
factories of the Hudson’s Bay Company, seated on Sturgeon Lake, in about 54° 
north latitude, and 102° longitude west from Greenwich. This house had been 
built the year before, by Mr. Hearne... We found it garrisoned by Highlanders, 
from the Orkney Islands, and under the command of a Mr. Cockings, by whom, 
though unwelcome guests, we were treated with much civility. The design, in 
building this house, was to prevent the Indians from dealing with the Canadian 
merchants, and to induce them to go to Hudson’s Bay”. See also A. S. Morton, 
A History of the Canadian West to 1870-71 ... (London, 1939), pp- 310-18. 

* Athabaska. According toa note by James Bain, in Travels §° Adventures... 
By Alexander Henry, p. 253, Joseph Frobisher “in the spring of the year 1774 
and 1775 met the Indians... on their way to Fort Churchill... He met with 
some difficulty in persuading the Indians to deal with him, but at length succeeded 
In procuring as many furs as his canoes could carry. [Peter] Pond’s map, 
Canadian Archives, 1890, notes at this place, ‘ Mr. Frobisher in 1774, called 
Fort de Trait.’ This fort was situated at the northern end of Portage de ‘Trait 
or Trade Portage leading from the Saskatchewan waters to the Churchill River. 
The names English River and Fort de Trait were both given by him. In 1774, 
this was the most northerly post occupied by any of the Canadian traders or 
Hudson’s Bay Company ”’. 

* Joseph Hansom, “a very deserving young man ” (A.6/12, fo. 53d.). Fora 
biographical note see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, P2390. 

* Identified as Charles Paterson (d. 1788) in Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and 
Turnor, p.120. Fora biography see W. S. Wallace (ed.), Documents Relating to 
the North West Company (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1934), p.-49% 

° Bartelémi Blondeau, a French Canadian, who was apparently active as a fur 
trader in 1769. He wintered at the mouth of Steep Rock River, Manitoba, in 
the winter of 1774-75. See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p- 159, 
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Sea Lake as mentioned in my Journal last Year; That Isaac 
Batt! is gone with another Master & two Canoes to reside in 
the lesser Sea Lake;? but in what part was not determined 
until they see the Indians there. 

15th Sunday. Wind Variable Clear Weather. I have 
shewn the Masters so far civility as to desire their eating with 
me. They speak of several Canoes of their People left on the 
road, whom they expect some to reside below and others above 
the Sea Lake; That six of their People were killed by the 
Natives below the Sea Lake, four in the Winter, and two as they 
were going down in Canoes; That one man more was lost by a 
Canoe oversetting upon a Fallin going down. These losses of 
Men they say has frightened the Canadians, several of their 
old Servants having quitted, and that they found much 
difficulty in procuring fresh Men; That they lost one Canoe 


and Wallace, Docs. Rel. N.W.C., p. 427. Blondeau is frequently mentioned in 
Cocking’s journal for 1774-75, B.239/a/72. 

1 Tsaac Batt, an experienced inland trader, was described by Cocking as “‘ Open 
as a Scieve” (B.239/a/72, fo. 43d.). He left the service of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in 1775 on account of alleged “‘ very bad usage ” (A.11/116, fo. 21d.). 
Batt engaged with the Pedlar, Charles Paterson (B.239/a/72), but was later 
employed by ‘“‘ another Master” and then by Thomas Frobisher. The letter 
from Humphrey Marten, chief at York Fort, addressed to Batt (and given to 
Cocking for delivery) requesting him to return to the Company’s service is in 
Appendix p. 340. Batt re-entered the Company’s service in 1777, when he was 
described as “‘ a good Moose hunter ; but too light to have the command of any 
place” (A.11/116, fo. 22). According to E. T. Seton, Te Arctic Prairies . . 
London, 1912), pp. 116-17, the description “a good moose-hunter ” is “a 
wonderfully pregnant phrase. Moose-hunting by fair stalking is the pinnacle of 
woodcraft... One must be a consummate trailer, a good shot, have tireless limbs 
and wind and a complete knowledge of the animal’s habits and ways of moving 
and thinking. One must watch the wind, without ceasing, for no hunter has the 
slightest chance of success if once the Moose should scent him. This last is 
fundamental, a three-times sacred principle... A man may be a good hunter, 
i.é., an all-round trapper and woodman, but not a moose-hunter. .. The phrase 
is not usually qualified ; he #5, or 75 mot, a moose-hunter. Just as a man is, or 1s 
not, an Oxford M.A.”. For a biographical note on Isaac Batt see Tyrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 5-6. 

2 Lake Winnipegosis. 

3 Lake Winnipeg. 
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now in coming up in the Sea Lake, and the Goods with one 
Man were lost by its filling in a great Swell.1 

16th Monday. Wind N.W. a fresh gale towards Evening 
Clear Weather. Early in the Morning the Pedlers proceeded 
on their Journey? sent two men to set a Net in a small River 
that runs out of this Lake into Saskachiwan about two miles 
below the House. Carptr. employed making Conveniences in 
the House, two men making a fishing net, and the other three 
falling & setting up Firewood. A Canoe of Indians arrived 
with Geese to Trade. 

17th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a strong Gale Weather as 
Yesterday, sent two men to the Net (no Success), the rest 
employed as yesterday. All the Indians gone, they had 
been only here to wait as usual to get a Drink from the 
Pedlers. They all promised me if they can get any Provisions 
to bring some in in the Winter, however if they should fail, 
I find by a survey of my Provisions at present in hand that 
I have got Enough to serve an hundred Days, which with 
what fish we may kill will provide against Accidents. In 
the Evening A Canoe of Indians with dried Provisions 
arrived. 

18th Wednesday. Wind Variable Clear Weather. The 
Canoe of Indians that arrived Yesterday went away. As they 
were inclinable to take a man with them to support until the 
spring, I sent with them William Walker? giving hima supply 
of Goods for his support. I sent Him according to his own 
desire of having an Opportunity to learn the Indian Tongue. 
These Indians propose with some others to Winter near the 


* Henry (Bain, Travels & Adventures, pp. 251-2) mentioned losing a canoe 
and four men on Lake Winnipeg. 

* The two Frobishers and Alexander Henry “ steered for the river Churchill, 
or Missinipi, to the east of Beaver Lake, or Lake aux Castors”, now known by 
the Cree equivalent of Amisk Lake, where, according to Henry, they arrived on 
November 1, 1775. See Bain, Travels &% Adventures... By Alexander 
Henry ..., pp. 263-4. 

* William Walker, described in 1774 by Ferdinand Jacobs, chief at York 
Fort, as “a very Sober Deserving young man” (A.11/115, fo. 167d.). 
For a biographical note see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, Pp: 
215-16. 
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Cranberry Carring Place,! and have promised me to bring in 
Provisions as soon as the Lakes & Rivers are froze, if they 
should have any Success. Men employed as before, except 
James Wass? who is ill of a Flux. Twenty-six Pike from the 
Net. 

19th Thursday. Wind variable clear mild Weather. A few 
fish from the Net. 

20th Friday. Wind N.E. a fresh breeze Clear Weather. 
James Wass and James Batt? laying ill one of a Flux and the 
other with a disorder in his head, The rest of the men employed 
as before. A few Fish from the Net. 

21st Saturday. Wind N.W. a fresh Breeze clear Weather. 
A few Fish from the Net which was taken up to mend. 

22nd Sunday. Wind the same but milder clear Weather. 

23rd Monday. Wind variable clear Weather. Carpenter 
employed making conveniences in the House, One man Net 
making, sent two more to set the Net taken up on Saturday, 
the rest except James Batt who continues ill employed falling 
& setting up Firewood. In the Afternoon a Canoe with 
fourteen of the Pedlers men arrived on their way to the upper 
Settlement? in Sas-kach-i-wan River, to be sent into the Plains 
to be supported, as I am informed by a Complimentary Letter® 
they brought me which I shall preserve. They soon after went 
away. 

ee Tuesday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. James Batt well 


1 Cranberry Portage is at the south-west end of Cranberry Lake, Manitoba. 
The Portage crosses the watershed dividing the waters flowing north-eastward 
into Nelson River from those flowing southward into Saskatchewan River. 

2 Humphrey Marten, in 1777, described Wass as “a quiet tho’ a little peevish 
Man ... fit to go Inland” (A.11/116, fo. 24d.). 

3 James Batt, described by Humphrey Marten in 1776 as “ very weak but very 
willing ” (A.11/116, fo. 13d.), was a brother of Isaac Batt. He joined the 
Company as a labourer at £10 per annum in 1773 and served until his return to 
Europe in 1791. 

4 One of the several posts on the Saskatchewan River called Fort des Prairies. 
Alexander Henry (Bain, Travels 9 Adventures, p. 275) referred to it by that 
name when he visited itin 1776. The site was apparently near that of the French 
Fort 4 la Corne. See also Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 17, and 
Morton, History of the Canadian West..., p. 314. 

5 This letter has not been traced in the Company’s archives. 


Ly 7S 
October 


LT TS 
October 


November 


20 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


and at Work, sent two men to the Net from which we recieved 
twelve Pike. 


25th Wednesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday, some 
Fish from the Nets. 

26th Thursday. Wind West variable Weather, fish from 
the Net. 

27th Friday. Wind variable clear mild Weather. Fish from 
the Net. 

28th Saturday. Calm clear Weather, Fish from the Net 
finished a new Pike Net. 

29th Sunday. Wind West a strong Gale variable weather. 
A swell prevented our going to the Net. 

30th Monday. Wind North a fresh breeze till Noon when it 
calmed clear Weather. Carpenter making window Shutters, 
Two men sent to the Net which they took up and set down a 
new one (8 Fish), the rest employed falling & setting up 
Firewood. 

31st Tuesday. Wind variable Weather most part clear. 
Carptr. employed as yesterday, two men sent to the Net, One 
man mendg. one lately taken up, the remainder clearing the 
Plantation of Rubbish a sufficient distance from the House. 

Ist Wednesday. Wind N.W. cloudy Weather. Towards 
Noon a strong Gale with rain & snow in the Evening. 
Carpenter & all the men (except one mending a Net) Falling 
& squaring Timber for Plank. 

and Thursday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday a strong 
Gale, much Ice along the shore, took up the Net, We have 
killed 122 Pike between 3 & 7 Ib. weight Each Fish. Men 


1 Identified by Mr. George Butler of the Game and Fisheries Service of the 
Manitoba Government as Fsox /ucius. E.2/12, Graham’s “‘ Observations . . .” 
[1792], p. 193, “‘ Keneshue. the Pike or Jack. They frequent the Lakes, Rivers 
and Creeks; are caught both with nets, hooks, and by spearing them at the 
cataracts; they are esteemed good eating and weigh about twelve pounds at 
farthest. It would be unnecessary to describe it, as the Learned Pennant has 
already employed his pen that way in his British Zoology. They are very 
numerous and are much valued by the Lake Indians, as they are a supply for them 
at all seasons, when their gun & Ammunition fails, or other food fails. Great 
numbers are caught at the forts and are reckoned excellent food by us.” 


NOVEMBER 3-11, 1775 21 


employed as Yesterday. A Canoe of Indians arrived in the 
Night brought some fresh Moose Flesh to Trade. 

3rd Friday. ‘Wind & Weather the same. The Indians are 
prevented getting away in their Canoe but propose to go to 
morrow by Land. 

4th Saturday. ‘Nind as before Weather cloudy with a 
continuance of small Snow & Drift. The Lake seemingly 
froze in as far as can be seen. James Wass laying ill ofa Flux. 

5th Sunday. Wind & Weather most part the same. 

6th Monday. Wind the same clear Weather. The men all 
employed falling & squaring Timber except James Wass who 
is sick, and One Man makinga Net. The Indians who arrived 
on Thursday went away by Land. 

7th Tuesday. Calm clear Weather. Myself with two men 
went & set a Sturgeon & a Pike Net under the Ice about four 
miles below the House. Also set several Hooks. One man 
net making, The rest with James Wass who is recovered falling 
& squaring Timber. 

8th Wednesday. Nind East cloudy mild Weather. Myself 
with two men went to look at the Nets only one Fish. 

gth Thursday. ‘Nind as Yesterday, Weather cloudy with 
Snow most part of the day, three of Us went to the Nets only 
one Fish. 

10th Friday. Wind variable Cloudy with Snow. 

11th Saturday. Calm cloudy weather. Sent three men to 
the Nets from which and the hooks we recieved two Sturgeon! 
of 23 lbs. each and one of 16 lb. also a Nemaycoose! or kind of 
Sammon of 16 lb. weight and one Pike. 


1'The sturgeon is identified by Mr. George Butler as Acipenser fulvescens. 
E.12/2, Graham’s “‘ Observations...” [1792], pp. 192-3, ‘‘ Nemew. the 
Sturgeon. They are found in great plenty in the Lakes about one hundred miles 
up the country and sometimes (tho’ rarely) a strayed one is found in the creeks 
near the Fort. The Natives kill them with spears. I have seen three canoes 
come down to us loaded in one day, but it was reckoned very extraordinary. The 
largest sizes are between twenty and thirty pounds weight ; they are fat and good 
eating. I have sent home as presents to friends in London several casks soused 
which proved very good and were highly esteemed.” Mr. Butler has identified 
nemaycoose as lake trout, Cristivomer namaycush. CGraham’s “ Observations...” 


[1792], p. 194, ‘““Namaycush. the Buddagh Trout. They are plenty in 
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12th Sunday. Wind variable cloudy mild Weather with 
Snow. 

13th Monday. Wind West cloudy Weather. One man Net 
making sent three men to go to the Nets but returned as they 
could not get to them for Water. The rest of the men 
squaring Timber. 

14th Tuesday. Wind variable Cloudy Weather. Finished 
another new Sturgeon Net. We are obliged to make our 
Sturgeon Nets all of Jack Twine, the fishing Twine We have 
got being two Weak two Thread to hold a fish of any size, and 
we get only Sturgeon in these the Jack Twine being too 
clumsy for any other Fish entering the Meshes. The proper 
Twine for Fishing Nets in these Lakes should be a smart three 
Thread good sort. 

15th Wednesday. Wind N.W. cloudy Weather with small 
Snow at times. Pretty good Success from the Nets, Set another. 

16th Thursday. Calm cloudy Weather. Men carried in all 
the Timber Pieces (42) to the Pits, having squared them all 
ready for Sawing into Plank. 

17th Friday, Wind Variable Weather as before. Myself 
with two men went to the Nets middling Success. One man 
Net making, One Man digging a Trench before the ground be 
too much froze for the Stockades to be put down in the Spring, 
cannot employ any more on this duty for want of Tools. The 
rest of the men falling Stockades. 

18th Saturday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. Men employed 
as Yesterday. 

19th Sunday. Wind variable clear Weather. Great Success 
from the Nets. 

20th Monday. Calm clear Weather. One man digging the 
Stockade Trench, one man Net making, and the Carpenter 
with the rest falling wood for Stockades. 


several of the Lakes weighing from four to thirty-six pounds. The Natives angle 
great numbers in winter. I have had several brought down in winter froze and 
were highly esteemed by all of us as a good fish. We were long at a loss to know 
what fish it was, till the Royal Society informed me that it was the above named 
Trout: I having sent them home a specimen preserved in spirits amongst many 
other Beasts, birds, Fishes, &c &c, by permission of the Hudson’s Bay Company.” 


NOVENMBER’z21 TO DECEMBER.6, 1775 22 


21st Tuesday. ‘Wind S.W. cloudy Weather. Thawed 
much, Some Fish from the Nets. 

22nd Wednesday. Wind N.W. Cloudy cold Weather. 

23rd Thursday. \Nind & Weather as Yesterday with Drift. 
The badness of the Weather prevented me sending Men to 
look at the Nets. 

24th Friday. Wind & Weather much the same but milder. 
A few fish from the Nets. 

2$th Saturday. Wind S.W. Weather cloudy with Snow at 
times. 

26th Sunday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale clear Weather. 

27th Monday. Wind S.E. Weather cloudy with small Snow 
at times, Snow last Night. But small success from the Nets, 
set a New one. One man digging the Stockade Trench, One 
more Net making, and the rest falling Stockades. 

28th Tuesday. Wind N.W.a fresh Gale Cloudy with Snow 
& Drift. The men employed as Yesterday. 

29th Wednesday. Wind the same but less. Weather 
cloudy, pretty good Success from the Nets. 

30th Thursday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. 

1st Friday. Wind variable cloudy Weather. Small Snow 
at times, small success from the Nets. 

and Saturday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. One man 
digging the Stockade Trench, Another Net making, sent one 
man to set Rabbet Snares, the rest employed falling Stockades 
which they finished. 

3rd Sunday. Wind N.E. Weather cloudy with small Snow 
at times, Some Fish from the Nets. 

4th Monday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Sent two 
men hunting Partridges & Rabbets. One man digging the 
Stockade Trench which he finished, the rest squaring Stockades 
for the front and pointing others. 

sth Tuesday. WNind West a fresh breeze Weather most part 
Cloudy with small Snow and Drift. Myself with two men 
went to the Nets but small Success, Set another Sturgeon Net 
finished yesterday. The rest of the men squaring & pointing 
Stockades. 

6th Wednesday. Calm clear Weather & Sharp, all the 
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men except two sent a hunting Squaring & pointing 
Stockades. 

7th Thursday. Neather as Yesterday. Middling Success 
from the Nets. 

8th Friday. Wind N.W. Clear Weather. In the Evening 
five of the Pedlers men arrived from the Beaver Lake. Three 
of them are going to the Upper Settlement and two are to 
return to the Beaver Lake. I recieved a letter! by them which 
I shall preserve. 

gth Saturday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. The Pedlers 
Men went away, Three for above and two on their return from 
whence they came, sent a Complimentary Letter! by these in 
Answer to the one recieved, also a little medicine as in their 
Letter desired. Some fish from the Nets. 

10th Sunday. Wind & Weather the same very cold. 

11th Monday. Wind variable clear Weather. Sent three 
Men to the Nets but small Success, took up a Pike Net to 
mend. ‘The rest of the Men preparing Stockades. 

12th Tuesday. Wind S.E. Weather cloudy with small Snow 
at times, two men Hunting Partridges the rest employed as 
Yesterday. 

13th Wednesday. Nind variable clear Weather. No fish 
from the Nets. One man mending the one lately taken up. 

14th Thursday. Wind West Weather cloudy with small 
Snow and Drift. 

1 5th Friday. Wind S.E. clear mild Weather. No fish from 
the Nets, Two men daily hunting Partridges & Rabbets, but 
small success being scarce, particularly Rabbets. 

16th Saturday. Wind East Weather most part Cloudy. I 
sent off three Men with a Net Hooks & Ammunition to Tent 
& try to procure Provision at the mouth of the River where we 
entered this Lake in our Passage up. The rest of the men 
cutting up Firewood. 

17th Sunday. \Nind & Weather variable, myself with two 
Men at the Nets, Two Sturgeon. 

18th Monday. Calm cloudy Weather. One man hunting 
Partridges. The rest preparing Stockades. 


1 These letters have not been traced in the Company’s archives. 
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19th Tuesday. ind S.E. Clear mild Weather. Three 
men sent to the Nets only one Fish, the rest of the Men 
squaring Stockades. 

20th Wednesday. Wind N.E. Weather cloudy with Snow. 

21st Thursday. Wind & Weather most part as Yesterday 
One Sturgeon from Nets. 

22nd Friday. Wind & Weather variable. The three Men 
that I sent off to endeavour procuring Provisions returned, no 
Success. In the Evening William Walker anda young Indian 
arrived with two Sled Loads of Moose and Beaver Flesh, they 
left the Indians (Two Tents) on Tuesday. It seems they were 
very scant of Provisions in the Fall, but since have been in 
plenty. 

23rd Saturday. Wind N.W. Clear sharp Weather. One 
Sturgeon from the Nets. Traded the Provisions brought 
Yesterday and gave a fresh supply to William Walker. The 
Indians they came from are moving by short Journies this 
way Hunting & Trapping as they come, And as they 
desired to have two more Men sent to be ready to assist in 
bringing in Provisions when procured | propose to send two 
more. 

24th Sunday. Wind West Clear Weather. This morning 
William Walker & two men I have sent with him and the 
Indian went away. 

25th Monday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Myself 
with two Men went to the Nets good Success, Set the Pike Net 
lately taken up. 

26th Tuesday. Wind N.E. Clear Weather. Men employed 
cutting up Firewood. 

27th Wednesday. Winds & Weather as Yesterday. Sent 
three Men to the Nets middling Success. The rest employed 
as yesterday. 

28th Thursday. Wind the same cloudy Weather. 

29th Triday. Wind N.E. Clear Weather, some fish from 
the Nets. 

30th Saturday. Calm clear Weather. 

31st Sunday. Wind S.E. Weather most part Clear. Fish 
from the Nets. 
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1st Monday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. 

and Tuesday. Wind West Weather Cloudy with light 
drizzling Snow, sent three men to the Nets only three 
small fish. The rest of the Men Squaring & Pointing 
Stockades. 

3rd Wednesday. Wind N.W. a fresh breeze Clear sharp 
Weather, sent two men hunting Partridges. The rest 
preparing Stockades. 

4th Thursday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Two large 
Sturgeon from the Nets. 

sth Friday. Wind & Weather the same. 

6th Saturday. Wind & Weather as before, very Cold 
prevented me sending to the Nets. 

ath Sunday. Wind South clear sharp Weather. 

8th Monday. Wind variable clear Weather. Sent three 
Men to the Nets, great Success, the rest squaring & pointg. 
Stockades. 

oth Tuesday. Wind S.W. Weather notwithstanding 
exceeding Cold. 

10th Wednesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Sent 
three men to the Nets, but the Cold prevented their looking at 
them all Small Success. 

11th Thursday. Wind the same till Noon then N.E. 
Weather something milder Cloudy with a little Snow. Men 
cutting up Firewood. 

12th Friday. Wind N.W. Clear Weather. Three Men 
cutting up Firewood, the rest sent to the Nets great Success. 

13th Saturday. Wind East Weather cloudy with small 
Snow at times. 

14th Sunday. Wind N.W. Clear Weather. Few fish from 
the Nets. 

15th Monday. Wind N.W. clear sharp Weather. Men 
employed cutting up Firewood. 

16th Tuesday. Wind variable Weather Cloudy & milder. 
Sent three men to the Nets great Success. The rest of the men 
cutting up Firewood. 

17th Wednesday. Wind & Weather most part as Yesterday 
Snow last Night. 
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18th Thursday. Wind N.W. a Strong Gale Cloudy with 
Drift. Nine fine Sturgeon from the Nets. 

19th Friday. ‘Ninds & Weather variable & mild. Men 
employed preparing Stockades. 

20th Saturday. Wind N.E. Weather most part Cloudy 
with drift. Nine Sturgeon & two Tickameg! from the Nets. 
In the Afternoon two of the Master Pedlers arrived from the 
Beaver Lake Settlement. One of them (Henry)? is going as 
they say on a visit to the Upper Settlement, The other 
(Frobisher) came here in compliment of Accompanying Henry 
on part of his Journey and to pay mea Visit. Two men also 
arrived with them hauling their Provisions & other 
Necessaries, they also left two more on the Road hauling 
Provisions for Henry’s Journeys to the Upper Settlement. 
They tell me that they have been four Days in coming 
following the course of the Lakes & the Rivers in their Road, 
but that they have been told by Indians that this Place is only 
two very short days Walk in a streight Course from their 
House. 


‘Identified by Mr. George Butler as whitefish, Coregonus culpeaformis. 
E.2/12, Graham’s ‘‘ Observations...” [1792], p. 198, “ Tickomeg, the 
Guiniad. This fish weighs from two to four pounds: They are found in large 
quantities in several of the Lakes and Rivers: The Indians frequently catch five 
or six hundred in a day, by means of Weires, and I have been oftentimes present 
at hauling our seine net when we have turned out above one thousand each 
draught : The time of taking them in the Lakes is in November ; and in summer 
they frequent the rivers, but are then very poor: In autumn they are in good 
condition and then is the time that we catch them, as before observed : They will 
not take bait but are easily caught with nets: In gales of wind I have seen 
numbers of Guiniads drove up in the marshes serving as food for the Crows & 
Gulls. They are very sweat and good eating. 

The only material difference I could discern between the subject I examined, 
and that mentioned in the British Zoology [by Thomas Pennant] was in the 
lateral line, which in the latter is said to consist of distinct dusky spots, whereas in 
the Hudson’s Bay one there was no appearance of them.” 

* Bain, Travels &F Adventures... By Alexander Henry ..., p. 268, gives the 
date of Henry’s arrival at Cumberland House as January 4, 1776. Henry 
remarked : “ Mr. Cocking received us with much hospitality, making us partake 
of all he had, which, however, was but little. Himself and his men subsisted 
wholly upon fish, in which sturgeon bore the largest proportion; and this was 
caught near the house.” 
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21st Sunday. ind variable Weather clear & Sharp. The 
Two Pedlers Men left behind arrived. The Masters say that 
they have abundance of Provisions of the fish kind at present, 
except Sturgeon which are no Inhabitant of that Lake But no 
other kind of Provision to serve to their men. They pretend 
to have seen no Indians since the first of the Winter, when 
some fresh Elk Flesh was brought in; and being told by the 
Indians that Animals were plenty they sent some of their men 
away with them to be supported, But these have since returned 
in want, saying that the Natives were in great distress for 
Provisions. The Pedlers method it seems is to divide their 
men into Companies of six each whom they supply with two 
Nets & Hooks to provide for themselves, And a few whom 
they employ to hunt for them provide Partridges & Rabbets, 
which with Salt Provisions (small Quantities of which they 
bring up) serve with Fish as their food. They Brought some 
Salt Provisions here with them. In Contra to the above 
account of the Scarcity of Flesh Provision, they afterwards 
mentioned several Elk! Tracks having been seen about them. 


1 Nowadays elk is the name always applied by Canadians and Americans to the 
wapiti, the New World representative of the red deer group (Cergus). The 
supporters in the Company’s coat of arms are wapiti, but the description “ On 
either side an elk proper ” is in accordance with Canadian usage. But presumably 
Cocking, like Graham in the following extract, when writing elk was using a 
European terminology and meant moose, A/ces americanus. E.2/12, Graham’s 
‘‘ Observations...” [1792] p. 18, ““ Moosu the elk or Moose-deer are never 
found on the sea-coasts, but are numerous inland ; they are not migratory like the 
Deer [Attick or Reindeer], but will continue in one plain throughout the year 
providing there is food sufficient ; when young the legs are so long that they are 
obliged to bend the knees for the mouth to touch the grass which is their common 
food in summer, as the Birch-willow-tops and white moss are in winter. They 
are much larger than the deer, and require more dexterity to kill them, as they are 
of a more shy nature: It is uncommon for the Natives to bring any of the meat 
green to the factories the distance being very great, but we receive a little of it in 
summer ; the nose is esteemed a great delicacy: I have received several times a 
present of a few of them from Leading Indians. They have two Young ones at a 
birth, and like the Deer bring them forth in the latter end of may or beginning of 
June: A Specimen alive was sent from Churchill Fort to his Majesty, and is at 
this present time in Richmond park, a lofty majestic animal. The skins make 
buff leather and sell in England for four or five shillings each.” See also J. B. 
Tyrrell (ed.), 4 Fourney from Prince of Wales's Fort in Hudson’s Bay to the 
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They tell me that they did hear in the Fall from the two 
Canoes left by Frobisher in the Thopiskow Indians Country 
last Summer, They were intended to have gone a considerable 
distance up a River that way to Trade but the account recieved 
from them informs that they had gone but a little way & were 
scarce of Provisions. 

22nd Monday. Wind S.W. Clear Weather very sharp. 
Henry with his two men set off on their way to the Upper 
Settlement & Frobisher with his men on their return to the 
Beaver Lake. These Pedlers seemed to be very polite rather 
upon the extreme, owing to their intercourse with the French 
Canadians; indeed the common Men seem to affect a kind of 
fulsome finese in their Behaviour to each other, much above 
their Situation. Our Conversation ran chiefly on indifferent 
matters, but sometimes flagging, kept up with Accounts of 
their own Affairs, much of no consequence; but the chief, 
that French Laws! having been established in Canada last April 
they suspect the Pedling Business will be confined to few hands 
as in the French time, and consequently that the present 
Quantities of Furrs Yearly carried down will be much 
deminished tho’ the Proffits accruing will be much greater in 
proportion. That at present the Traders most of them carry 
on the Business seperately, being supplied with Men & Goods 
from Montreal; But being so Numerous several of them are 
obliged often to reside in one Place, when to prevent Confusion 
the Goods are laid in one common Stock for the time, and one 
person takes the Direction of the whole, each Trader recieving 
his proportion of Furrs according to his Stock. That the 
Traders are Yearly increasing, and this Year no less than Sixty 


Northern Ocean In the Years 1769, 1770, 1771 and 1772 by Samuel Hearne 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1911), pp. 258-62. 

This is a reference to the Quebec Act of 1774, which came into effect on 
May 1, 1775, and substituted the ancient laws and customs of French Canada for 
the English common law. The most important part of the Act so far as the fur 
trade was concerned was that which provided for the extension of the boundaries 
of Canada so as to include the area lying between the Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers. For a discussion of this Act and its effect on the fur trade see University 
of Illinois Studies in the Social Sciences (Urbana, Ill., 1926), Vol. XIV, W. E. 
Stevens, “ The Northwest Fur Trade 1763-1800 ”, p. 33 et seq. 
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Canoes with Goods came from the Grand Carrying Place:! by 
this means the Proffits, considering the great adventures in 
coming here to Trade are reduced to near as low an Ebb as the 
Missisippi Trade, and the minds of the Natives are continually 
corrupting by the seperate Interest of the Traders who use very 
ungenerous methods with each other. They were very free in 
their observations on some of their fellow Traders &c. The 
Pedler Bruce? who was in the little Sea Lake as mentioned in 
my last Years Journal? and in my former Journal* to be at 
Basquio,® Is it seems at present below the large Sea Lake. 
These Pedlers giving as a reason for his shifting so often that 
his severe method of treating the Natives prevents his residing 
twice in one Place. The Pedler Franceway® who has been 


1].e., Grand Portage, the rendezvous of the fur traders and the merchant 
providers. E. Coues'(ed.), Mew Light on the Early History of the Greater 
Northwest ...(New York, 1897), I, 6-7, “ Grand Portage .. . was primarily 
the designation of the long carrying-place over which baggage was taken on men’s 
shoulders from a point on Lake Superior to a point on Pigeon r., 9 m. distant ; 
but it speedily became the name of the place on the lake whence the start was 
made, and also the title of various establishments there... It was abandoned 
in 1803, headquarters being then removed to Kaministiquia... Fort Charlotte 
was the N.W. Co. post at the other end of the portage, on Pigeon r....”. 

2 Identified as William Bruce in Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 
159. See also Wallace, Docs. Re/. N.W.C., p. 248. 

3 B.239/a/72, October 22, 1774. 

4B.239/a/69, May 27, 1773, ““...He told me his name was Bruce. That 
he had been a Trader among the Indians at Mississippi, where a difference 
happening between his Men and the Natives he had killed one of the Latter, and 
was obliged to leave that part and entered into this Trade, being the first time of 
his being up.” A shortened version of Cocking’s journal of 1772-73 is printed 
in T[ransactions of the] R{oyal] S{ociety of | Clanada], 1908, L. J. Burpee (ed.), 
An Adventurer from Hudson Bay. ‘fournal of Matthew Cocking, from York 
Factory to the Blackfeet Country, 1772-73, pp. 96-121. 

5 Pasquia, or The Pas. For a note on the early history of Pasquia (Basquio), 
see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 109-110. 

6 For a brief biography see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 120. 
Cocking arrived at “the Pedler Franceway’s Settlement ” on May 20, 1773, and 
stayed there until May 23. His journal (B.239/a/69) gives a very detailed 
account of the visit and on May 22 he remarked: “I have been twice into 
Franceways Dwelling by his Invitation to eat with him which I did not think 
necessary to refuse, as it gave me an opportunity to see his Habitation. ‘The Poor 
Man and the Woman which He called his Wife were very assiduous to please. 
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many Years Trading in these Parts being superanuted is 
retired. The men employed cutting up Firewood, being very 
cold I did not send any to the Nets. James Batt sick. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Men 
employed as Yesterday. 

24th Wednesday. ‘Wind & Weather much the same but 
milder sent three Men to the Nets, great success; the rest of 
the men preparing Stockades. 

25th Thursday. Wind N.E. Weather cloudy with small 
Snow at times & drift. 

26th friday. Wind variable clear & very sharp. Seven 
Sturgeon from the Nets, took up one Net to mend. 

27th Saturday. Wind N.W. clear Weather. Towards 
Noon William Walker with the two Men I sent with him and 
two Indians arrived bring Moosse Flesh and Beaver Skins to 
Trade. It seems that the Indians have had but indifferent 
Success in Moose Hunting since I heard from them last, 
having killed only a few Bucks, at this time of the Year poor, 
And of these almost barely sufficient for their own Supports. 
James Batt yet ill. 

28th Sunday. Wind & Weather as before. Traded the 
Provisions & Furrs brought Yesterday, Sturgeon from the 
Nets. 

29th Monday. Wind N.E. a fresh Gale Weather most part 
cloudy with Snow & Drift. The Men employed preparing 
Stockades. James Batt seemingly very ill, His disorder 


We had but little conversation together taking my leave as soon as the meal was 
over only his pleading time for his right to trade where He now is, saying that he 
had been thirty Years upon this Business. however I found he was an ignorant 
Frenchman seemingly above sixty Years of Age, all his men were his Country 
Canadians, except an Irishman and one who pretended to come from England ; 
but on my asking him some questions seemed to Equivocate, so that I thought 
him to belong to New England. these interpreted between Franceway and me. 
As to Command I do not find He keeps any the Common Fellows coming into his 
Appartment and talking with him almost like one of themselves. The Natives 
I observed had free liberty to come in when they liked ; but what the Irishman 
told me most surprized me, that they never keep a Watch in the Night ; his 
Teason was that the Men would not consent to any such order if given by him...”. 
Cf. T.R.8.C., 1908, Burpee, “ Journal of Matthew Cocking...”, p. 118. 
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shifting Pains in the Breast: I have daily given him such 
remedies as are generally used for that Complaint in this 
Country. 

30th Tuesday. Wind & Weather most part as Yesterday 
but milder. The two Indians that arrived on Saturday went 
away. I sent only William Walker with them as we abound in 
Provisions, and have a prospect of continuance from our great 
Success in Fish. The Men employed as yesterday, except 
three sent to the Nets, from which we recieved three Sturgeon, 
One of 40 lb. Weight. James Batt something better. 

31st Wednesday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale Weather clear 
with low Drift. 

1st Thursday. Wind S.W. Weather clear & exceeding 
Sharp. Five Sturgeon & one Pike of 35 lb. from the Nets. 

and Friday. Wind variable Weather as yesterday. 

3rd Saturday. ‘Nind East Weather cloudy & much milder. 
One Pike of 29 lb. weight and five Sturgeon from the Nets. 
James Batt at work. 

4th. Sunday. WNind Variable clear & mild weather. 

sth Monday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Sent six 
men to the Nets, two Sturgeon; Set the Net lately taken up 
and took up another to mend. James Banks! Laying ill of a 
violent cold. 

6th Tuesday. Calm clear Weather. One Man employed 
Net-mending, the rest preparing Stockades. 

7th Wednesday. Wind N.W. Clear mild Weather. Four 
Sturgeon from the nets, set the Net lately taken up and took 
up another to mend. 

8th Thursday. ‘Nind & Weather much the same. James 
Banks continues ill, He complains of a Cancer in his mouth, 
which he says has been increasing since last Winter, and 
Whenever he catches cold effects him much, I apprehend part 
of his palate is destroyed, part of what he drinks sometimes 
gushing out at his Nose. 


1 James Banks is recorded in the Officers’ and Servants’ Ledgers (A.16/32, 33) 
as being a labourer from Barra, in the Hebrides, Scotland, and as having received 
wages for the period August 23, 1773, to August 23, 1792. He returned to 
Europe in the Company’s ship Prince of Wales in 1793. 
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gth Friday. Wind & Weather variable. 

10th Saturday. Nind S.W. clear Weather. Sent three 
Men to the Nets, only two Sturgeon. The Net lately set being 
frozen to the Ice they lost two thirds of it in taking it up. Set 
the Net taken up on Wednesday. Two men employed sawing 
into Plank Timber felled the first of the Winter for Floors & 
Partitions in the House; and the Carpenter with one Man 
preparing Gate Posts. 

11th Sunday. Calm Weather part clear & part Cloudy. 

12th Monday. Wind N.W. variable mild Weather The 
Carpenter preparing Gate Posts. One man net-mending, Two 
men sawing Plank, and three men sent to the Nets only Two 
fish, took up another Net to mend. 

13th Tuesday. Wind variable clear Weather. William 
Walker with four Indians arrived bringing Beaver & Moose 
Flesh and a few Skins to trade. Carpenter sick James Banks 
as before. 

14th Wednesday. Wind N.W. Weather first part Cloudy 
with small Snow afterwards Clear. Only one Sturgeon from 
the Nets, set another Net Traded the Provisions & Furrs 
brought yesterday. 

1$th Thursday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale Weather most 
part Cloudy with drift very cold. 

16th Friday. Wind West clear sharp Weather. Indians 
went away, kept William Walker at home. Sent five men to 
look at the Nets but the Weather was so very cold they were 
obliged to return without doing any thing. 

17th Saturday. WNind South variable Weather & something 
milder, sent five Men to the nets three Sturgeon, set another 
Net. 

18th Sunday. Wind S.W. clear Weather very mild. 
William Flatt! sick, James Banks as before, Carpenter better. 

19th Monday. Wind N.E. a fresh Gale cloudy Weather. 
Carpenter preparing Gate Posts, two men sawing Plank, Sent 
three Men to the Nets from which we recieved seven Sturgeon, 


1 For a biographical note on William Flatt (or Flett) see Tyrrell, Fourna/s of 
Hearne and Turnor, p. 112. 
e 
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One 32 lb. Pike, one Perch! & one Carp.t William Flatt and 
James Banks laying in sick. 

20th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale Weather party 
Cloudy with drift & small Snow. Two men sawing Plank 
and three men cutting up Firewood. Carpenter & two men 
laying in Sick. 

21st Wednesday. Wind N.E. Weather cloudy with small 
Snow & Drift. Late last Night four Basquio Indians arrived 
with some Provisions & a few Beaver Skins which I have this 
Day Traded. Gave them a small present of Ammunition & 
Tobacco to carry to their People (ten Tents) desiring them to 
go down to the Fort next Summer, and to come here to Trade 
what present supplies they may want. Three Sturgeon from 
the Nets. 

22nd Thursday. WNind Variable clear mild Weather Thawed 
much Rain & Hail last Night. The four Indians that arrived 
the other day went away. These Indians would not own that 
any of their People had been at any of the Pedlers Settlements, 
but from some words dropped in the Course of Conversation 
I have reason to suspect otherwise. Men employed as before 
three men yet sick. 

23rd Friday. Wind East a fresh Gale Weather most part 
Cloudy. 

24th Saturday. Wind South variable mild Weather. 
Carpenter (who is recovered) repairing the Fire Place, The 
rest of the men except two yet sick employed as before. 

25th Sunday. Wind S.W. Clear Weather thawed much. 
Sturgeon from the Nets. William Flatt & James Banks on 
the recovery. 

26th Monday. Wind variable clear Weather. William 


1K.2/12, Graham’s “ Observations...” [1792], p: 195, Oukou™ the 
Perch. They are found in the Rivers but are not plenty only a few being caught 
yearly, which are served up at the Factor’s table as a great delicacy.” See p. 42, 


n. 2. Mr. George Butler of the Game and Fisheries Service of the Manitoba 
Government states that the carp is an introduced European species which has 
only reached Western Canada in the twentieth century. He suggests that when 
Cocking referred to carp he probably meant either the silver redhorse, Moxostoma 
anisurum, or the northern redhorse, Moxostoma aureolum. Graham did not refer 
to carp in his ‘‘ Observations”. 


FEBRUARY 27 TO MARCH 8, 1776 35 


Flatt and James Banks at work, Two men sawing Plank The 
Carpenter & two men preparing the Gateway, The rest 
preparing Stockades. 

27th Tuesday. Wind & Weather the same. Sturgeon from 
the Nets. 

28th Wednesday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. Towards 
Evening a Leader and three more Basquio Indians arrived 
from those mentioned the 21st Instant, brought some dried 
Provisions & a few Furrs to Trade. 

29th Thursday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. No fish 
from the Nets. Smoaked with the Indians and traded what 
they brought; I gave the Leader a small present desiring them 
to be diligent in Trapping Martens having told me they are 
plentiful, He owned that they had been at the Pedlers upper 
Settlement the first of the Winter. 

Ist friday. Wind N.W. clear Weather. The Indians 
went away. I'wo Men sawing Plank, the rest of the Men 
with the Carpenter fitting the Stockades to the Ribbons & 
boring them ready for Setting up as soon as the Season will 
permit. 

2nd Saturday. Wind N.E. Weather cloudy with hail at 
times Two Sturgeon from the Nets. 

3rd Sunday. Wind S.W. Clear sharp Weather. 

4th Monday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Two Men 
sawing Plank, three more sent to the Nets the rest with the 
Carpenter fitting & boring the Stockades. 

5th Tuesday. Wind variable cloudy cool Weather, a little 
Snow last Night. The Men employed sawing Plank and 
preparing Stockades, towards Noon seven Pedlers Men and 
one Indian Woman arrived from above on their return to the 
Beaver Lake Settlement, they soon after went away. 

6th Wednesday. Wind N.W. clear sharp Weather. No 
fish from the Nets. 

7th Thursday. Wind S.W. Weather as Yesterday. 

8th Friday. Wind & Weather much the same. Three 
Indians arrived from the two Tents who have supplied us with 
Provisions this Winter, brought some fresh Moose Flesh & 
Beaver Skins which I traded. 
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gth! Saturday. Wind Variable clear Weather. The Indians 
went away. In the Afternoon the Pedler Henry with nine 
men arrived from above on their way to the Beaver Lake. 

10th Sunday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. No fish from 
the Nets. The Pedlers went away. Henry informed me that 
they have abundance of fresh Buffelo Flesh at the upper 
Settlement at present; That the Indians have been of late very 
successful in Pounding? Buffelo, and are continually bringing 
the meat in Fresh the Masters not being able to prevail on 
them to dry it. That the Pedlers have collected but little 
Beaver, but have got upwards of fifty Bundles of Wolves of 
fifty skins Each. That several of the Assinnee Poet® Indians 
from Sacketakow Wachy (i.e.) Thick woody Mountain whom 
they never used to see till they came past in Canoes, Have been 
there this Winter; and have traded Supplies, saying that they 
do not intend to build Canoes but were going directly away 
to War. ‘That no account has been recieved from the Beaver 
Indians, only from the reports of others they are not expected 
to come down even in the Summer, on account of a Quarrel 
having happened between them and some others last Winter. 
That an Indian was shot by another the first of this Winter at 
the upper Settlement, the Indian killed having murdered his 
Wife last Summer was the reason of the other’s taking the 
same revenge, the Woman being his Sister: Tis supposed that 
the affair will stop here, The man murdered belonging 
originally to a Tribe of Indians a long way below the sea Lake. 
He said that the Pedlers are all rejoiced at this Man’s Death, 
having always been very troublesome to them. He said that 
the Pedlers were greatly in distress for want of Provisions all 
the Fall and first of the Winter at the House, notwithstanding 
most of the Men being sent away with the Natives to be 


1 The entries for March g—10 are printed in Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and 
Turnor, pp. 39-40. Henry gives the dates of his arrival and departure as April 5 
and 7, 1776 (Bain, Travels &% Adventures... By Alexander Henry ..., p. 322). 

2 For contemporary descriptions of this method of hunting buffalo see Bain, 
Travels SF Adventures... By Alexander Henry ..., pp. 299-301, and T.R.8.C., 
1908, Burpee, “ Journal of Matthew Cocking...”, p. 109. 

3 Assiniboine, or Stone Indians. See p. ITI, n. 2. 
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supported, The Grass Ground being burnt last Summer for a 1776 
considerable distance in, and they were obliged to give very March 
great Premiums for what little was brought. He said that the 
Pedlers require so much Food, (being near an hundred) for 
present Use & to supply them in their Journey down, that the 
Natives seem to have little occasion to Trap Furrs, for what 
with trading Provisions, lending their Women to Masters and 
Men they obtain more necessaries than they want. He said 
that no Letters had been recieved from the Settlements below; 
but that accounts had been brought by Indians of three Canoes 
of Pedlers being plunder’d of all their Goods at the Swan 
River in the Lesser sea Lake. These Canoes it seems belonged 
to two French Men (new Adventurers this way), who had 
proposed to have Wintered with the rest at the upper 
Settlement, but being left on the Road are supposed to have 
changed their Intent. This Pedler (Henry) tells me that He has 
been for some Years past a Trader in the Lake Superior up a 
River (I forget the Name) on the back of Albany Fort, and 
often used to see the Bungee! Indian Debtors belonging to that 
Place, and that He has share in a Settlement thereabouts at 
Present. That He has obtained a Competency and thought of 
retiring but several of his former men being in his Debt and 
having an Inclination to see this Part He has made this 
Journey to Trade as well as to clear his Debters. That he 
proposes to Visit England next fall, and if he can get an 
Oppotunity to speak to the Hudson’s Bay Gentlemen? will 
make a proposal to them for employing Canadians to be 
engaged by him for a term of years at Montreal to serve as 
Bowsmen & Helms-men and building large Canoes. I gave 
him no incouragement to think that his proposals would be 
recieved. 

11th Monday. Wind & Weather variable. Two men 
sawing Plank, The Carpenter and the rest preparing Stockades. 


* Identified as Swampy Crees from Lake Winnipeg by Morton, History of the 
Canadian West, p. 156. 

* According to Bain, Travels (3 Adventures... By Alexander Henry, p. xxi, 
Henry sailed for England in 1776. No record of any approach to the Governor 
and Committee has been found in the Company’s archives. 
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12th Tuesday. Wind N.W. clear Weather. Sent three men 
to the Nets only one fish, a Jack 26 lb. weight. The rest of 
the Men employed as Yesterday. 

13th Wednesday. Wind S.W. Clear Weather thawed much. 

14th Thursday. Wind variable, Weather first part Clear 
afterwards Cloudy with a little Snow. Two Indians arrived 
from three Tents a little distance off up the River Saskachiwan, 
brought some Provisions. They pretend to have killed few 
furrs alledging their old excuse of being prevented by sickness, 
however they were at the Pedlers above in the first of the 
Winter and expended what little they had then in Liquor: I 
traded what they brought giving them a small present of 
Tobacco for a Leader to distribute amongst his followers, 
desiring them to Trap Martins. One Sturgeon from the Nets. 

15th Friday. Wind N.W. clear Weather. The Two 
Indians went away. 

16th Saturday. Wind variable cloudy cold Weather. One 
family of Indians arrived traded a few Skins from them. They 
propose to wait here untill the Canoe Building time. No Fish 
from the Nets. 

17th Sunday. Wind N.E. a strong Gale with a continuance 
of Snow & Drift most part of the Day. 

18th Monday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. Two Men 
sawing Plank, the rest with the Carpenter about the Stockades. 
I sent off the Indians that arrived on Saturday (giving them a 
small supply) to trap Martins, as there is a fortnight or three 
Weeks of the Trapping Season yet to come. 

19th Tuesday. Wind East first part Clear afterwards Cloudy 
with a heavy flight of Snow. 

20th Wednesday. Wind N.E. Weather most part Cloudy 
with Drift, The two last flights of Snow have increased the 
former quantity on the Ground seemingly above one third 
more in Depth. 

21st Thursday. Wind S.W. clear Weather, thawed much. 

22nd Friday. Wind & Weather very variable thawed much. 
No Fish from the Nets. In the night one Indian Man & three 
Women arrived from those mentioned the 14th Instant 
bringing Provisions and a very few Furrs to Trade. They tell 
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me that their People are employed Trapping Martins as I 
desired. 

23rd Saturday. Wind N.E. Cloudy Weather. I traded 
the Provisions &c. brought Yesterday. 

24th Sunday. Wind as Yesterday Weather cloudy with a 
continued Snow. The Indians went away In the Evening the 
two Tents of Indians who have hunted for us all the Winter 
came in with their Families I traded some Provision from them. 

25th Monday. Calm Clear Weather. Two men sawing 
Plank, two more clearing away the Snow from about the 
House, and the Carpenter with the rest making Trenails. 

26th Tuesday. Wind N.E. Clear Weather. The men 
employed as Yesterday except three sent to the Nets, no Fish. 
I gave a supply to the Indians and sent off the Men with most 
of their Familes to Trap Martins. 

27th Wednesday. Calm clear Weather, thawed much. The 
Men employed as before. The Leader and two others arrived 
from the Indians mentioned the 14th Instant, brought a few 
Martin Skins, I smoaked & traded with them giving the 
Leader a small present. 

28th Thursday. Calm & Clear. The Indians that arrived 
Yesterday went away, They have promised me to continue 
trapping Martins as long as the Season will permit. 

29th Friday. Wind Variable clear Weather thawed much. 
No Fish from the Nets. We cannot account for our not 
getting fish at this time, except it be the Shallowness of the 
Water where our Nets are set, owing to the great thickness of 
Ice, The Indians telling me that fish used to be very plentiful 
there in the Spring. The Indians say that this Winter has 
been much Colder than they have ever known fora continuance, 
Yet at that time We had suprizing Success, the Height of the 
Winter being the most noted scarce season of the Year. | 
have been informed of another good Place for setting Nets at, 
but as it is some distance further off & the Spring seems to be 
advancing so early, I have not thought it worth while to Shift 
them. 

30th Saturday. Wind South clear Weather. The Men 
employed as before. 
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31st Sunday. Wind N.E. clear Weather No fish from the 
Nets. 

1st Monday. Wind variable clear Weather. Two men 
employed sawing Plank, the rest with the Carpenter boring 
& fitting Stockades ready for setting up. 

2nd Tuesday. Wind S.E. Variable Weather, Rain last night. 
The Men employed as Yesterday. 

3rd Wednesday. Wind N.W. Clear coolish Weather. No 
Fish from the Nets took up one Net to mend. 

4th Thursday. Wind & Weather much the same. Two 
men sawing Plank, One man mending a Net, the rest with 
the Carpenter compleated boring & fitting the Stockades. 

sth Friday. Wind Variable clear Weather. Two men 
sawing Plank, Carpenter and two Men preparing Wood for 
Gates, and three Men falling and squaring Timber for 
building an Out Office for keeping Provisions in. 

6th Saturday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. No fish 
from the Nets, set the one lately taken up. The family of 
Indians whom I sent off the 18 Ulto. to Trap Martins 
returned, saying that the Waters obliged them to return, They 
have had great Success considerg the small time they have 
been away. Two families of Indians also arrived part of those 
belonging to Basquio, They came to remain here until the 
building of Canoes, they have killed but few Martins wanting 
Hatchets. Traded some furrs & a little Beaver flesh. 

7th Sunday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale variable Weather, 
the Indians whom I sent off the 26th Ulto. to Trap Marten’s 
returned, middling Success. They complain that no moose 
are about, so did those who arrived Yesterday. They brought 
some Birch Rhind for Canoes. The Indians now they find 
the martins so plentiful repent they did not begin sooner to 
Trap, however they propose to do so another year. Out of a 
few Traps which I had put up chiefly for Amusement in 
walking round I have been much more successful than | 
expected. The necessary Works for the House, and the men 
being Sickly during the Winter has prevented me from 
employing them in Trapping, further than taking one or two 
at times to assist me in setting up my Traps; But if I could 
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have spared men to lay abroad it would seemingly have been 
worth while. 

8th Monday. Wind & Weather variable. Carpenter 
making Gates Two men sawing Plank, the rest of the men 
felling and squaring Timber. 

9th Tuesday. Wind N.E. a fresh Gale Weather cloudy 
with some Snow. No fish from the Nets. 

10th Wednesday. Wind N.W. a strong Gale cloudy drifting 
Weather, until towards Evening then Clear. One family of 
Indians arrived, I traded a few Marten’s & some Provisions 
from them, they propose to build Canoes here, They tell me 
that the River Saskachiwan is broke up along the Shores. A 
Goose & Duck seen. 

11th Thursday. Wind N.W. Clear Weather, in the Evening 
a Leader and eighteen more Basquio Indians arrived part of 
those mentioned the 18th of February bringing Furrs to 
Trade. They tell me that they had much difficulty in getting 
here for Water, the Spring being so far advanced. I smoaked 
& traded with them in the Night. They speak of several 
more of their Countrymen who since I last heard from them 
were pitched away to the Basquio Mountain to Trap Martins, 
& did propose to return and accompany them here to Trade 
Supplies, but the Spring unexpectedly coming on so early is 
supposed to have prevented them. They say Spring Fowl are 
growing plentiful where they came from. They were three 
days in coming. 

12th Friday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. In the 
morning the Indians who arrived Yesterday went away, They 
promised Several of them to come here in Canoes and to 
accompany some of Us to the Fort through the Sea Lake 
Track.1 One Sturgeon from the Nets. 

1 William Tomison used the Sea (Winnipeg) Lake route on his journey 
inland in the following summer (see p. 83, n. 1). A.rr/116, fo. 21, Humphrey 
Marten to the Governor and Committee, York Fort, August 25, 1777, “... Wm. 
Tomison, and the party with him arrived safe at that place [Cumberland House] 
on the 30th of August; after a passage of 51 days, that the road is a round about 
one, consequently the Journey becomes tedious, and if it blows hard which is 


frequently the case, in the sea Lake, it is very dangerous paddling, for Canoes. 
To counter ballance these inconveniencys, there are but few falls and those not 
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13th Saturday. Wind & Weather as before. 

14th Sunday. Wind N.E. Weather cloudy with a continued 
Snow The Indians here are in want. I am obliged to give them 
Scraps of Provisions. 

15th Monday. Wind N.W. a Strong Gale cloudy drifting 
weather. Two men sawing Plank, The Carpenter and five 
Men Squaring Timber. 

16th Tuesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday, sent three 
men to the Nets no Fish, The rest of the Men employed as 
Yesterday except James Spence! who is sick. 

17th Wednesday. ‘Nind the same but milder clear Weather. 
Swans & Geese Seen. 

18th Thursday. Wind & Weather the same, no Fish from 
the Nets. 

19th Friday. Wind Variable clear Weather. The Water 
being much increased on the Lake I sent three Men to take 
up the Nets, Three Sturgeon. We have killed during this 
Winter 165 Sturgeon weighing from 3 to 40 lbs. a fish, but 
much the greatest part between 16 & 24 lb. weight each, 7 
Nemaycoose (a fish much like a Sammon) from 8 to 18 lb. 
weight—24 Pike weighing between 4 & 35 lb. a fish—14 
Perch between 3 & 6 lb. each—4o Tickameg generally of 3 or 
4 lb. weight—4 Methy a kind of Burbot? and 5 Carp. Fine 


very dangerous ; the carrying places are more level, but the grandest circumstance 
of all, is, there are few or no Natives to intercept them, and by force or fraud, take 
the liquor &ca. from them, consequently you have no others to manage, then those 
you sett off with from the Fort, William Tomison, had, great Success in getting 
the goodsup oa. 

James Spence, senior. For a biographical note see Tyrrell, Fournals of 
Hearne and Turnor, p. 235. 

2 Mr. George Butler of the Games and Fisheries Service of the Manitoba 
Government states that these perch were too big for the yellow perch, Perca 
Jiavescens, and suggests that Cocking meant pickerel or yellow pike-perch, 
Stizostedion vitreum. Mr. Butler has identified the ‘‘ Methy a kind of Rurbot ” 
as Lota lota maculosa. E.2/12, Graham’s “‘ Observations...” [1792], p. 195, 
““Mathy the Burbot. This fish is covered with a tough skin, and almost black 
along the back, with obscure spots of a dirty yellow ; the under part of the fish 
gradually approaches to a perfect white: it has a beard in the lower jaw; and 
innumerable small teeth or spines in the palate and both jaws: The upper lip is 
double : It has two pectoral, two ventral, and two dorsal fins ; the first dorsal fin 
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food particularly the Sturgeon being fat and not cloying, myself 1776 
and Men prefered this before any other Food We could get. April 

20th Saturday. ‘Nind & Weather the same. One Family 
of Indians arrived from the Beaver Lake, brought but few 
furrs with them; had much difficulty in getting here the Lake 
&c. being much broke up in Places. They tell me that the 
few Indians that way are almost starving for want few Animals 
being near, and the Pedlers have traded the most part of their 
furrs, However they suppose the Pedlers as yet have collected 
but a very small Quantity of furrs no other Indians having 
been near them this Winter. They inform me that one of the 
Master Pedlers with Eight Men went off last month hauling 
Rum for the two Canoes who are residing in the Thopiskow 
Indians Country. James Banks laying in IIl. 

21st Sunday. Wind S.W. Clear Weather. One Swan 
killed. Water much increased upon the Ice in the Lake. 

22nd Monday. Wind Variable clear Weather. Two men 
sawing Plank. The Carpenter with the rest squaring Timber, 
a Goosse killed, many Swans flew but few killed. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. James Batt 
Sick, James Banks as before. 


is very small, but the second arises almost close to it and reaches to the tail: The 
anal fin is also of a great length and terminates very near the tail: The tail fin is 
of an elliptic form, whose longest diameter may be supposed a continuation of the 
lateral line: It has six brancheosteous rays on each side. The weight of these 
fish are from one to ten pounds each. They are found in great plenty when the 
rivers are freezing over ; which is in October: It swims close to the ground is 
extreamly ravenous, devouring every fish that comes in its way ; and will feed on 
any carrion; even stones are sometimes swallowed by it; I myself have taken 
one of a pound weight out of its stomach: I have known a Pike-fish caught at a 
night-hook, and a Mathy coming afterwards swallowed the pike ; but as it could 
not disengage itself, both were caught at once: It will not take bait till after 
sunset ; ‘The pike resists it more than any fish in the rivers, but frequently suffers 
for its presumption, together with Trout &c&c. The Mathy is insipid dry eating 
but the Roes and Livers are esteemed delicious when fresh caught; but in a few 
days they turn rancid and oily, although kept froze solid all the time.” 

1 According to Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 41, this evidently 
meant that the Master Pedlar and eight men went “ to and up Churchill river to 
where [Louis] Primeau with two canoes had spent the winter, doubtless at 
Primeau lake ”’. 
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24th Wednesday. Wind N.E. variable Weather. The Indians 
here are yet Starving Geese being as yet scarce, and through 
want of Use are very poor Marksmen at Shooting flying. 

25th Thursday. Wind N.W. clear Weather. The River 
Saskachiwan is broke up. James Batt out at Work, James 
Banks yet ill. 

26th Friday. Wind S.W. Clear Weather. James Banks at 
work. 

27th Saturday. Wind N.E.a Small breeze variable Weather. 
The Indians say Wild Fowl are growing Plentiful in the 
Marshes but I have only collected sufficient for one days 
Allowance as yet. Lake broke up along the Shore. 

28th Sunday. Wind N.W. Clear Weather. The Indians a 
little Successful in hunting. 

29th Monday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. The men 
employ’d two in sawing Plank and the Carpenter with five 
Squaring Timber. Two Indians went off in an old Canoe to 
hunt Geese. 

30th Tuesday. Wind S.W. clear Weather Sent three men 
ahunting Wild Fowl brought a few. The rest employed as 
Yesterday. 

1st Wednesday. Wind & Weather much the same as 
yesterday. Three men hunting, the Canoe of Indians returned 
no Success few Geese being lighted. 

2nd Thursday. \Nind variable a Strong Gale at times with 
rain & Sleet. The men employed as on Monday. 

3rd Friday. Wind N.W. a Small breeze Clear Weather. 

4th Saturday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Two 
familes of Indians went off in old Canoes to hunt Geese. 

5th Sunday. WNind variable clear Weather, in the Afternoon 
a Strong Gale at N.W. with Snow. 

6th Monday. Wind N.W. a small breeze clear Weather, in 
the Evening a Strong Gale cloudy with Rain & Sleet Snow 
last Night. Two men sawing Plank & five men with the 
Carpenter squaring Timber. [wo Canoes of Indians went off 
to hunt Geese. 

7th Tuesday. ‘Wind N.W. clear Weather, In the Evening 
Cloudy with Hail afterwards Snow. 
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8th Wednesday. Wind & Weather Variable. 

9th Thursday. Wind N.W. Weather most part Cloudy with 
small Snow at times. Two Canoes of Indians returned with 
Geese. 

10th Friday. Wind & Weather much as Yesterday. The 
fourth Canoe of Indians that went hunting returned with 
Geese. In the Evening Six Indians arrived in old Canoes 
from Basquio to trade a few Furrs. 

11th Saturday. Wind S.W. clear Weather, a Third Canoe 
from Basquio brought some Furrs to Trade. Two men sawing 
Plank & the Carpenter with the rest setting up Stockades. 

12th Sunday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday, Sultry hot, 
the three Canoes of Basquio Indians went away, One Canoe 
of the same arrived in the Evening also three more from above, 
traded some Furrs from them. 

13th Monday. Wind & Weather much the same. Two 
men sawing Plank and the Carpenter with the rest employed 
setting up Stockades. I sent off William Walker with a Canoe 
of Indians to go & reside at the Branch of Saskachiwan! above 
the Pedlers Settlement. I sent with them a few Trading 
Goods, chiefly Tobacco, to Trade Supplies and to make small 
presents to the Indians as they come down from above to 
Induce them not to trade with the Pedlers but go down to 
York Fort, and for such as do not intend to go down to come 
and Trade Here. If the desired end is not effectually obtained 
by this proceeding it will at least increase the Pedlers Expences 
by causing the Natives to rise in their demands upon them. 

14th Tuesday. Calm clear Sultry Weather. The Men 
employed as Yesterday, finished Sawing Plank. The Canoe 
of Basquio Indians went away. The Lake clear of Ice to the 
distance of about a mile from the shore. 

1 $th Wednesday. \Neather much the same fourteen Canoes 
of Indians arrived from above with Furrs to Trade (Wolves & 
Beaver). They are part of them Pigogomew and part Beaver 
Indians. They inform me that no Indians from above intend 
to go to the Fort having traded what furrs they had with the 


1 Presumably at the forks of the North and South Saskatchewan Rivers. 
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Pedlers and are again gone to War. The Swampy Assinnee 
Poet Indians were not arrived when they came away, neither 
are they expected for sometime, therefore cannot tell their 
Determinations; The information I had before received of the 
Woody Mountain Assinnee Poet Indians having traded with 
the Pedlers in the Winter & going away to War, I find it too 
true. These Indians also tell me that they do not intend to go 
to the Fort, but are come here to Trade & then return; They 
say that several more did propose to accompany them, But 
expecting that the few Goods brought here were near expended, 
and that no Hatchets, Chissels &c. were brought up prevented 
them. Robert Longmore & Charles Isham also returned well 
with these Indians, brought two large Canoes which I traded 
from the Indians. The Canoe I sent off the 13th with William 
Walker also returned, upon the information brought of no 
Indians coming down, however I shall send them off again as 
soon as these Indians are gone to wait for the Assinnee Poet 
Indians. If 1 was to send him away now these Indians now 
arrived would be troublesome and expensive to him as they go 
up: He wanted to have proceeded notwithstanding the 
information He recieved of all the Indians being come down 
to the Pedlers Settlement which Charles Isham & Robert 
Longmore also confirmed, but being told by all It would be 
quite imprudent to proceed he was overruled. The Spring 
Season has been much earlier than common up above is the 
reason of the Indians coming down so early. They seldom 
arriving as low as the Branch until after the 20th of this 
month. The Beaver Indians in particular used to be later. 
The Year I was with the Indians above We did not get into 
Canoes until the 18th of this Month. 

16th Thursday. Weather much the same until the Evening 
then a hurricane with rain for a Short time. JI smoaked with 
the Indians and traded their Furrs; they would not comply 
with my desire to go down to the Fort, but propose on their 
return to the Families to go to the Stone Mountain to Trap 
Furrs where they are plentiful, and not to accompany any of 
the Warring Companies They also promised me to come here 
next Summer and trade what present Supplies they may want, 
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and to go down with the rest of their Furrs to York Fort. I 
gave the Leaders & young men some presents. 

17th Friday. Calm Weather most part Clear, in the 
Evening Cloudy with lightening and distant thunder. The 
Indians went away, they seemed to be much pleased with their 
Treatment and renewed their promises made Yesterday. | 
am informed that the Master Pedlers up above are at present 
at Variance and have some of them parted Stocks, one in 
particularlar is Tenting & Trades without the Stockades.1 

18th Saturday. Wind Variable clear Weather. In the 
morning William Walker with a Canoe of Indians again set off 
to go up to the Branch of Saskachiwan River. I am of Opinion 
that the Company must have a Settlement up above before any 
effectual blow is Struck at the Pedlers Interest, for the Indians 
cannot come past a place? where Liquor is without stopping, 
and when they are intoxicated few of them have discretion to 
keep their furrs. The Pedlers cannot go much further up than 
their present residence, being so late in the fall before they 
come up the Season will stop them. However until such 
Settlement is made, if Liquor & a few other Trading Goods 
were sent up from here in Canoes under the Care of a few men 
in the Spring to meet the Indians, it will be serviceable. My 
stock of Liquor is two Small to send a Quantity that may do 
any service Amongst so many Indians, I have therefore 
declined It at present. A Canoe of Goose Hunters who 
returned with Geese from Saskachiwan River inform me that 
three Canoes of Pedlers are gone past, They are going to lay 
at the Ceder Lake killing fish until the others come down. 

19th Sunday. Wind N.W. a fresh breeze clear Weather. 
Four Canoes of Indians arrived who generally Winter above 
and pass the Summer in the Lakes, they brought a few Furrs 
& some Provisions which I traded, They pretend to have 
trapped but little in the Winter having been sickly. This is an 
old excuse that is in every natives mouth when he is poor: 
However these Indians as well as the others before here have 


1 Peter Pangman. See entry for May 28, 1776, and Doe PUR sr as cd 
2 Fort des Prairies (or a la Corne) in this instance. 
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promised to stay about here next Winter hunting Martens and 
Beaver now they find the former are so very plentiful. 

20th Monday. Wind variable clear Weather. James Banks 
ill Carpenter & three men setting up Stockades, and five men 
squaring Timber. 

21st Tuesday. Wind N.W. a Strong Gale cloudy Weather. 
The men employed as Yesterday. No Ice in sight on the 
Peake: 

22nd Wednesday. ‘Nind the same but milder cloudy 
Weather rain last Night. James Banks as before. A Canoe 
with six of the Pedlers men (part of those from the Beaver Lake 
who were sent up Saskachiwan River last fall) past by on their 
return to the Beaver Lake loaded with Provisions. They 
landed here and offered me a present of Provisions sent by the 
Master Pedlers above but I declined accepting of it; I was 
also desired (as from the Masters above) to take part of their 
Loading under my care until the Master Pedlers should come 
past from the Beaver Lake; this I did also refuse, not chusing 
to make a Warehouse of this House for their Conveniences; 
they immediately went away. 

23rd Thursday. Nind variable Cloudy Weather, In the 
Evening a fresh breeze at N.E. with Snow. Carpenter & two 
men Covering the roof of the House with Tent Leather to 
exclude the rain water coming through in many Places, Three 
men Setting up Stockades and two men Squaring Timber. 
James Banks laying in Sick. A Canoe of Goose Hunters from 
Saskachiwan River inform me that three more Canoes of 
Pedlers are gone Past downwards. Geese most of them gone 
off. 

24th Friday. Wind N.E. a Strong Gale Cloudy with Snow 
and Drift. Two men making a Pike Net of the last of our 
Twine which I had reserved for Summer Use, Carpenter 
finishing the Stockade Gates in the House, the rest of the men 
cut up a little firewood the Weather being too bad for doing 
anything Else. A Swell from the Windy Weather every day 
Since Monday has prevented me sending men to set Nets as I 
intended. 

25th Saturday. Wind as Yesterday but less clear Weather. 
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Sent two men with Nets & Hooks to lay abroad killing fish 
near at hand Two men Net making, Carpenter preparing the 
Stockade Gates, and three men setting up Stockades & one 
man Squaring Timber. 

26th Sunday. Wind N.W. a Strong Gale cloudy Weather. 

27th Monday. Wind variable mild Weather, the Carpenter 
& one man covering the House with Tent Leather, finished 
half of it on both Sides, cannot do any more at present wanting 
Leather. Three men setting up Stockades which they finished 
and two men net making. The two men I sent to kill fish 
returned no Success. Two Canoes arrived from up Sakachiwan 
traded a few furrs from them. They generally pass the 
Summer in the Lakes. 

28th Tuesday. Wind Nly. Clear Weather. Sent off two 
Men with Nets to lay abroad & endeavour to kill Fish in 
another Place, also sent two more to set two nets in the little 
River below Us, these returned in the Evening, great Success 
in Pike, Carp, & Perch. Carpenter & one man set up the 
Stockade Gates one on each side of the House. Two Men 
squaring Timber, & One men Net makg. James Banks yet 
ill. Eleven Canoes of Basquio Indians arrived with the Leader 
as they promised to assist in carrying furrs to the Fort & to 
bring up Goods, with these, and some others here before, I 
shall send what furrs I can, But propose myself to wait for the 
Grass River Indians returning from War and endeavour to 
prevail upon them also to go down, Proposing to send a Canoe 
to meet them beyond the Pedlers. The Indians now arrived 
have most of them old Canoes, however as I have traded two 
large Ones and had preserved two old large ones all I found 
left on my Arrival here in the fall, also having traded some 
common sized Indian Canoes suppling them in return with old 
ones preserved by Us over the Winter, I shall be able to supply 
most of them. In the Evening William Walker & the two 
Indians I sent with Him returned in three Canoes having 
Traded two from the Indians above, only one Canoe of 
Assinnee Poet Indians arrived with them proposing to Assist 
in Carrying Furrs down and to bring up Goods from the Fort. 
William Walker tells me that they were much detained with 
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Ice in this Lake on their passage to Saskachiwan River, and 
that they were seven days in reaching the Pedlers Settlement 
where they found the Assinnee Poet Indians had arrived the 
day before and were then Trading with the Pedlers: He 
accordingly landed there, and the Indians immediately desisted 
from Trading with the Pedlers and soon traded all his Goods: 
they had but few furrs left having expended many the day 
before in Liquor. They told William Walker that they did 
propose some of them to come here to Trade and then return, 
proposing to go to war, but were prevented by the Indians who 
lately Traded here and were arrived at the Pedlers Settlement 
just before them: These it seems said my Goods were near 
done and that I could supply but little of their Wants purposely 
that the Assinnee Poet Indians might Trade Furrs with them 
in exchange for small Quantities of Tobacco with which they 
traded Liquor from the Pedlers: However after William 
Walker arrived there the Indians who had been here denied 
what they had said, and desired him to tell me that they would 
certainly according to promise go down to York Fort next 
Year and to Trade what present Supplies they may want here. 
I have been unfortunate at this time in being too late in my 
Opperations and in losing time by unexpected delays, or rather 
by the Natives coming down earlier than usual in intending to 
go soon to War, for even now it is full early for Paddling in 
the Lakes down to the Northward. I received from William 
Walker 277 made Beaver in Furrs chiefly Coat & parchment 
Beaver in return for 134 Beaver of Goods sent up. William 
Walker told me that He remained only one Night at the 
Pedlers Settlement and then set off on his return; that He 
received a message & an offer of a foot of Tobacco from the 
Pedler Patterson desiring him to come in: The present He 
refused, and bid the man tell his Master that He did not 
chuse to come in without Patterson had himself attended upon 
him an answer given becoming one of the Company’s 
Officers to these Upstarts. The Pedler Pangman whom He 
see, said that He & another Master proposed to go up 
& build an House much higher next Fall upon their own 
Joint Accounts. This man was Tenting without the Stockades 


MAY 29-30, 1776 om 


Him and others having differed with some of the other 
Masters. 

29th Wednesday. WNind Variable clear Weather. A Canoe 
of Indians arrived from the Beaver Lake brought some dried 
& Fresh Moose Flesh and a few Furrs which I traded, they 
tell me that the Pedlers are all gone off in Canoes further on 
except a few left in care of the House; that they have as yet 
collected but few furrs no strange Indians having been near 
them, and the Indians thereabouts had killed but few Furrs 
having been distressed with want in the Winter. They also 
tell me that the Canoe of Pedlers, who lately went by here 
loaded with Provisions, landed most of their Cargo at the old 
House about six miles below here,! and three of them are at 
present residing there, and the rest went forward with the 
Canoe for the Beaver Lake. 

30th Thursday. Wind North a fresh gale variable Weather. 
I gave the Indians who are going down to the Fort payment to 
carry the furrs, and also gave Supplies of Ammunition & 
Tobacco to four men whom I shall send with them for Use in 
going down. Also some Provisions. | propose to leave four 
men in Care of the House when I go away, I have therefore 
this Day appointed four that they may have an Oppertunity 
to send to the Fort by this Conveyance for what little necessaries 
they may want. I have been informed that last Year the men 
were left to their own choice when none but one man were 
Willing to Stay, accordingly what Goods were remaining were 
privately buried in the Earth intending all to go down, but 
afterwards two more men consented to stay. As I apprehend 
this method if persued will establish a precedent that may in 
time be detrimental to the Company’s Affairs I have presumed 
to appoint whom I please to stay. The following Men I do 
intend to send down Vizt. James Banks, He being an ailing 
man, James Wass on Account of his Contract expiring this 
Year, Magnus Sclator? & William Flatt on Account of their 


1 This no doubt refers to the house occupied by Louis Primeau in the winter 
of 1773-74. See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 116. 

* Magnus Sclator (Slator), a labourer, entered the Company’s service in 1773 
and returned to Scotland in 1780. He re-entered the service in 1781 and an 
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1776 having been here the Year before, & Robert Longmore & 
May Charles Isham they being the most handy in Canoes. Of those 
I intend to keep here William Walker | shall leave in Charge 
of the House, Andrew Garret! the Carpenter to carry on the 
necessary works and for the other Two I have left James Batt, 
James Spence & Malchom Ross: however to prevent these 
men thinking I favoured one more than the others, I did so far 
deviate from my proposed plan as to resolve they should draw 
Lots; I accordingly called them in and told them my 
determination, but that I did not establish this as a precedent: 
James Batt objected against staying, saying that his Private 
Affairs required his presence at the Fort, and James Spence & 
Malchom Ross required an Advancement of Wages: They 
then all answered to my Qestions that they have not wanted for 
Plenty of Provisions, and could make no other objections 
against Staying here except what they first mentioned: I did 
then tell them that I was resolved they should conform to my 
determination, when Malchom Ross & James Spence offered 
to stay 1f I would promise that they should go down by the 
return of any Factory Home Natives that may come up with 
Goods, this I told them I would not do, & said to them all that 
I did not leave it to their Options of Staying or going: That I 
had intended to have particularly appointed two of them, and 
gave them my reason for my present determination, then 
Threatning to put my Authority in force by particularly 
naming two and compelling them by force to stay, I caused 
them to draw Lots, when Malchom Ross drew the Lot for 
going down and I did accordingly appoint James Spence & 
James Batt to stay with the two men I had before appointed. 
I am very sensible the method I have pursued by Lotting is 


account of his adventures in 1782 will be given in the next volume. Sclator again 
returned home in the Company’s ship Seahorse in 1784, and his account in 
A.16/33, fos. 98d.—99, shows that he was “lost going to Scotland”. The 
balance of his account was paid to his administrator, James Russell, on December 
16, 1784. 

1 See pp. 162-4, 169 for Cocking’s report on Garrett’s behaviour in 1777, and 
for a short biographical note see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 97. 

2 For a biography of Malchom Ross see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, 


Pp: 598-600. 
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irregular, and unfit to be followed another Year, however in 
Tenderness to my men I have at present done it to give them 
an equal Chance of attending their little Affairs at the Fort. 

31st friday. Wind Variable but less, but notwithstanding 
being yet a swell in the Lake the Indians could not embark: 
however the two men I sent away to kill fish returned with a 
few. 

1st Saturday. Wind S.W. Clear Weather. Seventeen 
Canoes of Indians went off for York Fort Eleven of them 
Basquio Indians the remaining Six are most of them what I had 
before engaged and were waiting for the other Indians arrival 
to go with them. I sent with them forty-five Bundles of Furrs 
under the Care of four men Vizt. Magnus Sclator, Charles 
Isham, James Banks & James Wass, these Canoes are going 
down through the Sea Lake Track which is the best. Charles 
Isham being present when I laid up Goods in the Cedar Lake 
Jast Year in our Passage down, I[ have therefore directed him to 
search for them and if they are any of them left to remove them 
to another private part for to be brought here in the Passage up. 
] have in my former Journal! mentioned that an Indian was 
employed at the Fort to bring these Goods up here; but 
presume to think the most effectual method would have been 
to have sent one of the Company’s Servants up that way to 
take care of them, This I did advise at the time but my Opinion 
was over ruled. There are no Indians left now except the two 
Tents who hunted for Us during the Winter who have not yet 
finished their Canoes. After the Indians were gone off I sent 
away Robert Longmore with a Canoe of Indians to meet the 
Grass River Indians who went away to War to the Northward 
last Summer, I sent with them five Gallons Brandy hoping it 
may be of Service amongst so few; also a Supply of 
Ammunition & Tobacco, directing Robt. Longmore to go 
above the Pedlers and wait for the Indians there, and endeavour 
to prevent them or any other Indians from Trading with the 
Pedlers by giving them small Supplies of Ammunition & 
Tobacco there desiring them to be Speedy in coming here, 
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and that I am waiting for them to go down with me; But not 
to give the Keg of Liquor until they were proceeded some 
distance on this side of the Pedlers Settlement. 


Copy of a Letter Sent to Mr. Humphrey Martin.1 


CumBeELanp House 1st Yune 1776 
SIR 

With 17 Canoes of Indians I have now sent down 45 
Bundles of Furrs under the Care of four men. I am sorry to 
inform You that no Indians from up Saskachiwan are coming 
this Year to the Fort, Thirteen Canoes only have come here to 
trade the rest who arrived much earlier than common at the 
Pedlers Settlement above have expended their Furrs there and 
are as 1 am informed most of them going off immediately to 
War. I have not been wanting in my Endeavours for the 
Company’s Interest but I have not been so Successful as I 
could have wished. The Indians now sent down are chiefly 
from Basquio, who propose to assist in bringing up Goods. I 
have with much perswasion &c. prevailed on these to come 
down and have promised the Leader and the rest that they will 
be kindly used and well paid for bringing up Goods. They 
have got no Stocks of preserved Provisions to lay up on the 
Road for Use in coming up again I have therefore promised 
them that You will Supply every Canoe that Carries Goods 
with a little Stock of Oatmeal; Indeed I have been obliged to 
Supply most of them with fresh Canoes. The Grass River 
Indians who brought up Goods last Summer went off for War 
(as Mr. Hearne informed me) soon after their arrival and are 
not expected until the middle of this month; I propose to 
wait for these and endeavour to Induce them to come down 
also, so that I expect not to arrive at York Fort until late in 
July. I have inclosed the Indent of Goods &c. that are 
necessary to be sent up, this Sir you will please to lessen or 
inlarge according as You may now or hereafter find convenience 
of Carriage. I wish You could send some Person up with the 
Goods that will be active in his Care of them, the Indians 
‘Humphrey Marten, chief at York Fort. For a biography see Tyrrell, 

Journals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 592-7. 
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embezzled a large Stock of Liquor in their passage up last 1776 
Year, the particular Quantity I have not been informed of, June 
however I only found sixty Gallons out of two Hundred 
remaining on my Arrival, This has been a great loss to me 
Liquor being the Summum Bonum Here. We have abounded 
in Provisions killed many Sturgeon &c. in the Winter, but I 
shall refer giving You Particular News until I may have the 
Pleasure of seeing you. 
I remain 
Sir 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 
Matruew Cockine. 


SIR, 

P.S. The Natives I found here on my Arrival having heard 
from the Home Indians who brought me up, that I was 
intended to stay here only one Year, and from them the News 
spreading to others and finding it would be detrimental; [| 
have therefore to prevent Imposition hitherto perswaded the 
Natives that I propose to continue wintering here: This I 
thought proper to inform You of that You may conceal my 
not coming up again for the Present if You think it necessary. 
Please to remember me to Messrs. Body! & Lockey.? 

Sir Yours 


VEC. 


2nd Sunday. Wind S.W. clear Sultry Weather. 

3rd Monday. Wind S.E. Cloudy with rain in the Afternoon. 
Sent two men to kill fish who returned in the Evening with a 
few. Three men Squaring Timber. A Canoe of Indians who 
lately went from here arrived from the little fishing River a 
little below in Saskachiwan River, They tell me that the Body 
of the Pedlers went past on their way down on Friday, but 
that there are some left in Care of the House above; These 
are to build an House up the West Branch of Saskachiwan 


1 Robert Body, surgeon at York Fort. 
2 William Lockey, sloopmaster. 
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some distance on this side of Sackitakow (i.e.) Woody 
Mountain, mentioned in my former Journal.t 

4th Tuesday. Wind Variable clear Weather, sent two men 
to tend and take up the nets as We cannot dispence with what 
we may kill in continually keeping them down; They returned 
in the Evening with a few Fish. Three men Squaring 
Timber. A Canoe of Indians who lately went hunting brought 
some Sturgeon which I traded. 

sth Wednesday. Wind S.E. Weather first part clear 
afterwards Cloudy, five men employed Squaring Timber. A 
Canoe of Indians returned who went down upon their own 
Affairs to Basquio in Company with those who are gone for 
the Fort. They tell me that they all arrived at Basquio on 
Monday and expect they are proceeded this Day on their 
Journey. 

6th Thursday. Wind & Weather variable. The men 
carrying home the Planks from the Pits and placing them to 
dry within the Stockades. 

7th Friday. Wind West fresh breeze clear Weather. The 
men employed as Yesterday. In the Afternoon sent two men 
to kill some fish. 

8th Saturday. Nind Variable clear Weather. Three Men 
squaring Timber. The two men sent Yesterday returned with 
a few Fish, four Canoes of Indians arrived who have wintered 
about the Beaver Lake brought a few Furrs. 

gth Sunday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday, Two men 
Canoes arrived from the Northward, brought some Provisions 
& a few Furrs. 

10th Monday. Wind S.W. Weather great part Cloudy with 
Rain at times, much rain last night. The Indians lately 
arrived went away I sent off for York Fort Seven Bundles 
Skins in two Canoes part of those who hunted for Us in the 
Winter all that are going down I also sent William Flatt with 
them. They are going down the Grass River Track. Four 
men Squaring Timber. 


1 Thickwood Hills, Saskatchewan. See p. 76, n. 1, and 7.R.8.C., 1908, 
Burpee, “ Journal of Matthew Cocking...”, p. 113, January 31, 1773. 
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Copy of a Letter Sent to Mr. Humprey Marten 


CuMBERLAND Houssz, 10th June 1776 

SIR 
With this Conveyance I have sent down One man in 
care of four Bundles of Furrs, Contents as p. Account Inclosed; 
Also three Bundles of drest Moose Skins the last belonging to 
Mr. Hearnes Trade. I have paid the Indians now sent the 
same as the others before for their Carriage of the Furrs, so 
that they have no Demands to make on that Account: They 
expect to arrive at least before the Indians leave You whom | 
have before Sent. The Pedlers up above Us are all gone down 
except a few left in Care of the remains, these are to build an 
House some distance up the West Branch against the return 
of the rest, as I am informed by Indians from Saskachiwan. 
The Pedlers to the Northward of Us are gone further on to a 
place of Rendesvouz of Indians, I sent One of my men with 
a Canoe of Indians to meet the Indians above them and 
endeavour to prevent their Trading there, and to hasten the 
Grass River or any other Indians here to accompany Us down. 

I am Sir 
Your most humble & most Obedient Servant 
Marruew CockIne. 


11th Tuesday. Wind West a fresh breeze clear Weather, 
sent two men to lay abroad with Nets Two men squaring 
Timber. The remainder of the Indians (three Canoes) went 
off, promised to bring in fresh Moose Flesh when they killed 
any good. Of the Indians that have arrived here at different 
times I have endeavoured to prevail on such as I thought were 
fit to go down to York Fort and assist in bringing up Goods, 
promising them great Incouragement for their trouble, but in 
Vain except those I have already sent, some pleading Inability 
through some Infirmity, and others that they could not leave 
the care of their Families. Indeed I partly expect that the 
Indians sent off the rst Instt. will be accompanied by some 
others in the Lakes a little below Basquio, A Canoe of these 
Indians who wintered above Us and lately arrived here on 
their way down having promised me to Accompany the 
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Basquio Indians and endeavour to Induce others of their 
Countrymen also to go down. 

12th Wednesday. Wind Variable clear Weather. 

13th Thursday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. The two men 
sent a fishing returned with two Sturgeon. 

14th friday. Wind N.E. a fresh breeze at times clear 
Weather. Sent two men to tend the Nets, Two men Squaring 
Timber. In the Evening a Canoe arrived with a little fresh & 
dried Moose Flesh. 

15th Saturday. Wind Variable clear Sultry Weather. The 
Canoe of Indians went away. I sent two men hunting who 
brought a few Ducks, the men returned with two Sturgeon 
from the Nets. 

16th Sunday. Wind West clear Weather. 

17th Monday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday very hot. 
Sent two men to take up the Nets who returned with one 
Sturgeon, Two men squaring Timber. Two Canoes of 
Indians arrived with a little fresh & dried Moose Flesh. 

18th Tuesday. Wind East Weather Clear until the Evening 
then a fresh Gale cloudy with rain & Thunder. Four men 
employed squaring Timber. Indians went away. 

19th Wednesday. Wind West clear Weather. The men 
employed as Yesterday. A Canoe of Indians arrived from 
Basquio, brought a few Furrs & a little Provision to Trade. 
They inform me that the Seventeen Canoes which carried 
Furrs from here for York Fort on the 1st Instt. proceeded on 
their Journey from Basquio on the sth three more Canoes 
accompanying them from thence, This Information these 
Indians received on their arrival at Basquio, having themselves 
with a few others wintered within the Country and built 
Canoes along way up the West Branch of the Red Deers River. 
They pretend that most of the Indians that way with the Swan 
River & Sassahnew Indians went off to War the first of the 
Winter, This I was informed of by the Basquio Indians when 
some of them came in the Spring, saying that there had been 
a Dearth of Moose &c. that way was the Reason of their 
having left their Countries, this news they pretended to have 
been passed to them through Indians on this side, but I did 
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not then credit them. The Indians now arrived pretend to 
have killed no Furrs in the Winter being Sickly, what they 
now brought (chiefly Beaver) being killed in the Spring. They 
could give me no Account of the Pedlers in the Lesser sea 
Lake, saying that they came this Way across a Carrying Place 
some distance up the Red Deers River. 

20th Thursday. Nind Variable clear Weather. In the 
Evening some rain & distant Thunder. The Canoe of Indians 
went away. 

21st Friday. Wind & Weather Variable The men employed 
as before. 

22nd Saturday. Wind & Weather the same. 

23rd Sunday. Wind N.W. a very strong Gale with heavy 
rain & distant Thunder in the morning afterwards milder 
Cloudy Weather. 

24th Monday. Wind the same a fresh breeze Weather 
cloudy with a little rain. Sent two Men to lay abroad killing 
fish. 

25th Tuesday. Wind N.E. Weather most part Clear, sent 
two men to kill Fish, they returned with a few bringing the 
Net. 

26th Wednesday. WNind & Weather much the same. The 
two men sent abroad on Monday returned with one Sturgeon, 
Two men Squaring Timber. 

27th Thursday. Wind N.E. a fresh Breeze Weather Cloudy 
rain in the Afternoon. The Men employed squaring Timber. 
Towards noon Robert Longmore arrived with the Canoe of 
Indians I sent away with him the rst Instant. He gave me 
the following Account of his Proceedings: That he reached 
the Pedlers Settlement up a River called Winnepeg-e-chick on 
the 7th Instant, having laid up the keg of Liquor some way 
on this side, and finding two Tents of Indians he landed there 
and lived with them proposing to wait for any Indians Arrival. 
He found two of the Master Pedlers were gone up with a 
Supply to the upper Settlement sometime, the Master left at 
the House (the Elder Forbisher)! did invite him in and offer 


1 Joseph Frobisher. 
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him any Assistance he might want which he refused except 
partaking of a little Food. On the 16th the two Masters 
returned from above, accompanied by Lewis Primo! who had 
resided at the Upper Settlement.? In the Evening Robert 
Logmore was invited into their House to partake of some 
Liquor with them, this he did, but suspecting they intended 
to make him intoxicated before it Grew late he took his Leave. 
On this Visit they often offered to assist him with any little 
necessaries he might want, and were inquisitive to know the 
Intent of his Journey, whether he proposed going further or 
what he intended; however he evadid answering their 
Questions. As usual they seemed to be very communicative 
themselves, informing him that as soon as the Indians were 
come down, The Elder Forbisher with Primo were to be sent 
with the remains along way up® above the Upper Settlement 
there to winter. On the 17th Day Robert Longmore set off 
up the River to meet the Indians, being Supposed to be near; 
Soon after a Pedlers Canoe with six men followed him with 
half a Roll of Tobacco watching his motions, they both 
returned to the Pedlers Settlement in the Evening: this was 
repeated the two following Days, on the last the Indians 
arriving. He says that he supposed there were an hundred 
Canoes of them, the chiefest part A’ Thopuskow Indians, the 
rest were only loaded with the Pedlers Furrs from the Upper 
House. The A’Thopuskow Indians informed Robert 
Longmore that they had seen the Grass River Indians (who 
went that way to War last Summer) in the Winter; who have 
sent word that they do not expect to return until next Summer; 
as he was informed by some, & by others that they may return 
very late next fall. A few of them had been in to the Pedlers 


1 Louis Primeau. Fora biographical note see Tyrrell, Fourmals of Hearne and 
Turnor, pp. 121-2. 

2 Probably Primeau Lake. See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 47. 

3 At Ile-a-la-Crosse. See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 47 and 
48. Joseph, the “ Elder Frobisher ”’, returned to Grand Portage and Montreal 
with Alexander Henry in 1776 (cf. Bain, Travels && Adventures... By Alexander 
Henry, pp. 335, 337). Lhomas Frobisher is mentioned in the entry of October 4, 
1776 (p. 94) as being on his way up Saskatchewan River (p. 93, September 


30). 
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upper Settlement in the Spring and traded a fresh Supply of 1776 
Ammunition &c. He accordingly distributed Presents to the June 
Indians arrived to induce them to come here to Trade; and 
also Traded a few Furrs ; and Several promised to accompany 
him proposing to Trade only some Liquor there: accordingly 
the first Day they Traded Liquor, many telling the Pedlers 
they intended to Trade no other Goods, but come here: The 
second day they also traded Liquor; but two Indians who were 
Sober having desired Robert Longmore to take their Furrs 
under his care and to set off on his way here the next morning, 
they being to follow him; He accordingly recieved a Bundle 
from one man, and from another He recieved two Bundles; 
these he was Carrying one at a time from their Tents to his 
own, passing near the Pedlers House: On passing with the 
third Bundle he was addressed by the Pedler Henry (walking 
without) with the Words You seem to be very Busy to Day? 
to which Robert Longmore returned not very busy, but that it 
was seeminly a busy time with them. Henry then said that 
he was more busy than He had a right, demanding to know 
what right he had in that Bundle, saying that it was not Traded 
having not yet been untied? This Question Robert Longmore 
refused to resolve, saying that He (Henry) had no right to 
interfere Henry then Threatned to take the Bundle from him, 
this Robert Longmore said he would resist, when (after some 
more repitions of the like nature) Henry order’d four of his 
men to take the Bundle by force. One man immediately came 
& took hold of it but the other three did not Obey his Order 
until he had again repeated it with Swearing; accordinly they 
forced the Bundle from Robert Longmore’s hands, he 
endeavouring to keep it: in the Struggle they had got within 
the Door of the House, He holding by a String; when the 
Younger Forbisher! came to them, and being informed of the 
Affair, he insisted upon the Bundles being delivered up to them, 
this Robert Longmore as Strongly refused and some Altercation 
passed, but no personal Abuse, Forbisher and the other two 
Partners often telling Robert Longmore to recollect where he 
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was, to Bridle his Tongue, and likewise often threatning they 
would make it worse for him, but not Specifying in what 
manner. They told him He had no right to come upon their 
Plantation to Trade, more particularly to go into an Indians 
Tent to Trade; that he had no right to endeavour hindering 
Indians trading with them, concluding with their old Threat 
by way of intimidating him. To these He gave proper 
Answers, saying that as the Honble. Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
Servant He had a right to go to any part within their Limits 
where he was sent by his Superior & would, and hinted at 
their being Interlopers, some more words having passed but 
not of greater purport than above, Forbisher told Robert 
Longmore he might take that Bundle away but forbad his 
fetching at his Peril any more from the Indians Tents: To 
this Robert Longmore returned that he would not Comply, 
accordingly after he had carried that Bundle to his Tent he 
went for more; but He found the Indian whose Furrs he was 
fetching had been taken into the House by the Pedlers. 
Sometime after a message was brought by an Indian demanding 
two Bundles of Furrs belonging to the man in the House; this 
Robert Longmore would not comply with, saying that the 
Indian who belonged to them must himself come; the 
messenger said that he could not being confined; then 
Robert Longmore went into the House to be certified, when 
the Indian that owned the Furrs desired they might be sent in 
lamenting that the Pedlers had in a manner detained him as a 
Prisoner refusing to release him until all his Furrs should be 
brought in, then Robert Longmore seeming to pause Forbisher 
told him he must Comply otherwise the Furrs should be taken 
out of his Tent by force, He then went & gave them up to the 
Indian Sent for them. The first Bundle he recieved belonging 
to another Indian was all he had now in his Care. In the 
Evening and during great part of the Night Robert Longmore 
observed the Pedlers men to be very busy in Carrying into 
their House all the Indians Furrs they could find, this they 
did whilst the Indians were Drunk, lifting up the Eves of the 
Tent Cloths & taking the Bundles out, the Indians not having 
courage to resist. In the morning a Native missing part of his 
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Furrs that were carried in in the Night—He was referred by 
one of the Pedlers men to Robert Longmore, saying that he 
was supposed to have Stole them having been seen Carrying 
Bundles to his Tent the day before. The Indian accordingly 
applying, Robert Longmore satisfied Him, shewing the Bundle 
He had in care and a few Furrs he had collected in Trade: 
Robert Longmore then went to the Window of the House and 
desired to speak with Forbisher and asked if it was by his 
Order that he had been accused of Theft by one of their men, 
shewing him the Person; this Forbisher denied, telling him 
however, that he supposed he had been drunken with the 
Natives in the Night and was then besotted so as to be 
incap[ab]le of knowing what he had done: to this Robert 
Longmore returned, that he scorned the Action of getting 
Drunk with the Indians or even with him; that He Could 
Justly say that he (Forbisher) had pillaged a Native of his 
Furrs Yesterday. The Indian having complained of their 
taking of his Furrs from him, and he had recieved nothing in 
return except being made intoxicated; Forbisher then said 
that it was no Business of his, again bidding him remember 
where he was & Threatning him that otherwise it should be 
worse for him, and again repeating that he had no right to 
Stop Indians Trading there, and it would be serving him right 
to confine him in Irons as Pangman had been lately confined 
by Mr. Jacobs! at York Fort* some more words passed much 


* The Pedlar Pangman received no such Treatment from Mr. Jacobs. 


' Ferdinand Jacobs, who was Humphrey Marten’s predecessor at York Fort. 
The remarks above presumably refer to the following incident recorded in the 
York Fort journal (B.239/a/68, fo. 44-44d.) : June 30, 1773, “... two Canoes 
of Indians Came here to Trade, allso Peter Pingman another man & an Indian in 
another Canoe with some Furrs wch. the Said Pingman brought as his own, I 
Put the Furrs in the Ware House & told the Said Pingman I would Send him 
home in the Companys Ship as an Interloper & his Furrs with him ”. July 1, 
1773, .... Gave Peter Pingman Notice to Remove of Your Honrs. Lands . . .”. 
July 3, 1773, “... Fitted out Peter Pingman with a Sufficient Supply of 
necessarys and Provisions to Carry him back from whence he Came”. July 4, 
1773, .-. Peter Pingman Left the Factory ...”. A.6/12, fo. 10, Governor 
and Committee to F. Jacobs and Council at York Fort, May 11, 1774, ““ We 
highly approve the mature deliberation of Our Council respecting the Furrs 
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to the same purport, the other Forbisher & Henry assisting 
to Browbeat him, saying they were not afraid of the Company 
& such Stuff; to these Robert Longmore returned proper 
Answers, however cautiously avoiding saying any thing that 
they might construe into personal Abuse; and reminded 
Forbisher of his having been very Active with his Colleagues 
in Collecting a large Quantity of Provisions here in the Fall of 
74, which the Indians would not Trade before with Mr. 
Hearne notwithstanding his being in want and it being all 
procured by Ammunition supplied gratis by him, however He 
(Mr. Forbisher &c.) on their Arrival very generously purchased 
the whole with their Liquor and Carried it off with them. 
Then one of their Men stepped up in a Bullying manner, 
bidding Robert Longmore to desist from disputing with the 
Gentlemen their Masters, otherwise he and another present 
(whom he pointed to) would beat him & send him away abused 
to his Tent; before an Answer could be given to this, Forbisher 
told Robert Longmore to go about his Business, calling him 
dirty Rascal; accordingly thinking it unnecessary to continue 
the dispute he went away to his Tent, and according to 
agreement before made with the Natives he embarked; 
several having promised to follow him; the Second Day he 
was overtaken by Six Canoes of the Indians all that are coming, 
these saying that they were coming with what little they had 
left; but chiefly to see the Road here none of them having 
ever been this way before. The Indians with Robert 
Longmore having described the road and promised to leave 
marks to guide them they left them on their way, he being 
desirous of getting speedily here to inform me of his 
proceedings, and they are expected on Saturday. Robert 
Longmore told me that he traded the Keg (which he laid up 
some distance on this Side the Pedlers) with some Indians on 


brought to York Fort by Peter Pangman and greatly commend your Seizure of 
them, consistent with the Companys Charter. We think the supply of Goods 
given him for his future Support was not wholly improper but their qualities 
appear to Us rather too numerous and the quantities might have been lessened, 
because he was thereby provided with a sufficiency to become a fresh Trader to 
Our Prejudice in future...”. 
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his return whom he found waiting in the way to Trade with 1776 
the Pedlers as they returned; but he collected from them all June 
the Furrs they had, except one Beaver Coat which was said to 
have been traded before by the Pedlers and only lent to wear. 
The two Canoes of Indians whom I sent off with William 
Flatt for York Fort on the roth Instant I find are laying at a 
place for killing Sturgeon along with other Indians two days 
Paddle from Hence they pretending that one of their Canoes 
was in bad condition and one of them is become Sick; that by 
waiting there they have expended what Provisions & 
Ammunition they had, some of the Indians had also privately 
stole William Flatts Supply, and therefore are waiting until | 
go to them proposing to accompany me down. Robert 
Longmore informed me that the Pedlers were preparing to 
embark Just after him, Two Canoes of them set off that 
morning before him, these he overtook and left on the Road 
having paddled in the Night, they are expected to pass here 
tomorrow. I recieved to1 made Beaver in Furrs from Robert 
Longmore in return for 94 Beaver of Goods sent with him, 
but he having kept no Account of his Expences I am prevented 
making a distinct Charge: I shall therefore Account for them 
along with the rest of the Trade as all Traded, as I had done 
with those before Expendend by William Walker, charging 
no further expence on both Journeys except what was given as 
payment to the Indians for Carrying them. Robert Longmore 
informed me that the Course of the Place He was at is about 
N.W. from here; that they passed over Thirteen Carrying 
Places two in his passage from this Lake to the Beaver Lake 
where there is very bad Water; but beyond they had fine deep 
Water except at 11 Falls where they carried. The Beaver 
Lake He said was only Clear of Ice about the distance of two 
hundred Yards agoing, But they did not see any Ice on their 
return. 

28th Friday. Wind N.E. Weather Cloudy with rain at 
times, sent two men to take up the Nets they laying in the 
Pedlers Track, they soon returned with 4 Sturgeon, the rest 
squaring Timber, in the Afternoon two Pedlers Canoes passed 
by about 1 mile from the Shore. 
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29th Saturday. Wind N.E. a Strong Gale Weather Cloudy 
with very little intermission of Rain the whole Day, a great 
swell in the Lake. 

30th Sunday. Wind N. a Strong Gale in the morning 
afterwards Calmer clear Weather. 

1st Monday. Wind Variable clear Weather. The men 
employed Squaring Timber. Six Canoes of A’Thopuskow 
Indians arrived (those expected) brought very little with them. 
They tell me that the Pedlers (four Canoes) overtook and 
passed by them three days ago; as we did not see them pass 
by here they must have gone by in the Night or gone down to 
Saskachiwan River through the little River below Us, which 
they did not use to do before, being Shallow in Places for them, 
however as the Water is at this time increased they may have 
gone that way: These Canoes with the two We see before pass 
are all that are going down, the other four are sent up with 
the Elder [sic] Forbisher with what Goodsare remaining to reside 
above the Upper Settlement; The two Canoes which were 
used in carrying the Goods to the Upper Settlement last Year 
are it seems Useless. The Indians say that they Expect the 
Pedlers now gone down will be Stopped in their Passage Up 
by the Winter setting in: but most likely they will return in 
good time, as undoubtedly if they are late in Arriving at the 
Great Carrying Place men with Goods in new Canoes will be 
sent up to meet them & exchange with them on this side, 
which they have before done upon these Occasions. If they 
had come and landed here I did propose to have denied them 
admission into the House and to have taken no notice of them 
in a civil way, as their Late Behaviour to Robert Longmore 
does not deserve it. 

and Tuesday. Wind & Weather Variable. The men 
employed as Yesterday, there is now near enough of Timber 
squared Sufficient to build the two intended Offices one for 
Provisions & another for a Cook Room. I smoaked & traded 
with the Indians giving them Presents as incouragement, 
they greatly lament their Furrs being mostly expended at the 
Pedlers Settlement, now they see the great difference of the 
rate of Trading here and there, pretending that many of them 
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did propose accompanying them with Furrs but the Pedlers 
did in a manner take them by force; however they say they 
came now purposely to see the Road being unacquainted, and 
promise to come here next year; and also expect that the 
Account of their Treatment will induce many of their 
Countrymen to accompany them; but there is no dependance 
to be had in their Promises this way, for notwithstanding a 
native may form ever such a Strong resolution he is of such a 
wavering disposition & Indolent the Pedlers by being in his 
road will cause him to change with their Liquor. These 
Indians seldom used to go down to York Fort generally going 
to Prince of Wale’s Fort, but since the Pedlers have laid up 
that way that Trade has been entirely cut off, their Furrs are 
generally Beaver & Split Cats! with a few Wolves & Martin’s. 
The Cats with some Beaver They Trade from Yachithinnee2 
Indians in friendship & bordering upon them. The Pedlers 
by their Penetrating still further up seem to intend reaching 
these by this means they will carry off all the Inland Cats, 
four or five Years ago, Cats were very plentiful Here & in the 
Woody parts to the Southward &c. But now the Natives say 
there are scarce any, this is attributed to the Scarcity of 
Rabbets these being the Cats chief food, the scarcity of Rabbets 
was also remarked down to the Northward where they used 
to be Plentiful owing to a supposed dearth Amongst them. 
From what has been said I shall presume to infer the necessity 
of the Company’s having outer Settlements to Trade at: This 
Place is seemingly very well situated for Food which the 
everlasting resource of Fish will insure and it is very 
conveniently Situated as a repository for Goods when brought 
up &c. But otherwise Events will prove that but few Furrs 
can be collected here from the natives; and the kindest 
Treatment great presents & easy Trading will be an almost 
fruitless Expence, as they cannot pass the Circle of Pedlers 


1 The method by which the animals were skinned. To split or open, the skin 
on the belly of the animal should be ripped from the point of the lower jaw to the 
vent, down the back of the hind legs and on the inside of the front legs across the 
breast to the point of brisket. 

2 Blackfeet. 
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that surround It, and even those that may come through the 
Pedlers most of them will be fleeced of great part of their 
Furrs. The advantages the Pedlers have is in their Situations 
& Quantities of Goods, from their great convenience of 
Carriage; But if the Company had as good conveniences, the 
Natives Approve so much of their Goods which I may presume 
to say may be traded at such a rate as most probably must in 
time ruin the Pedlers. Until out Settlements can be made 
sending men with Goods to Trade with the Natives in the 
Spring will be serviceable but liable to great delays from the 
lateness of the Season and rendered of small effect without a 
convenience of Transporting a considerable Quantity of Goods 
up is obtained. I am fearful of being thought impertinent by 
presuming to point at any remedies, however with deference 
I think that vessels in Canoe form made of Fir might be 
contrived of a small Draught of greater burden than the 
Indians Canoes, and Yet of such a Weight as to be carried 
occasionally by those who go in them, & the Company’s 
Servants will probaly sooner learn the management of these 
as they will be much Steadier than Indian Canoes, which 
are dangerous to unskilful Persons. I have in my first 
Journal said that the Canadians are very unfit men to be 
employed by the Company,! from their General Characters 
& Obvious Behaviour, but if it may be thought necessary 
to employ some of them many may be engaged in Canada 
who are proficient in building Canoes after the Pedlers 
Manner. 

3rd Wednesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday the A 
Thopuskow Indians went away. I examined the remains of 
Trading Goods Stores & Provisions and gave William Walker 
a Copy of the Account. I propose to proceed tomorrow on 
my Journey down. 


1 B.239/a/69, ‘‘ Thoughts on making a Settlement Inland”, 1773, fo. 52d., 
“ ., But as to employing of Canadians who are certainly well versed in this kind 
of Business ; I am of Opinion they are very improper Persons, for they would be 
continually running off to the Pedlers and laying open all they know; Indeed 
when they are engaged on the Pedling Business, they often Elope from their 
Employ and go with the Natives...”. 
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4th Thursday. Wind N.E. a fresh breeze clear Weather. 
This day I embarked! to proceed to York Fort, leaving William 
Walker in Charge of the House: (this Person I beg leave to 
mention will be very fit to take Charge of one of the Company’s 
Inland Settlements being very Active Discreet & otherwise 
Qualified). Three Canoes, in Company Myself, Robert 
Longmore, Malcolm Ross and two Indians. We were also 
accompanied by two more of the Men from the House in a 
fourth Canoe whom I took to assist in carrying the Furrs (16 
Bundles) to where some Indians are residing waiting for Us. 
We put up in the Lake. 

5th Friday. Wind & Weather variable. We passed over 
the remainder of the Lake and went through part of the first 
River, passing over one Carrying Place. 

6th Saturday. \Nind & Weather very variable Thunder & 
rain at times. We proceeded arriving at the edve “of 
Pusquapiskow Lake, having carried at four Falls and lead 
Canoes in several Places. We met with the Indians here, one 
of the Canoes I sent off with William Flat I find is gone 
forward on the Journey, proposing to proceed slowly by 
hunting as they go and to wait for us on the Way. 

7th Sunday. Calm clear Weather. We did not proceed 
Indians waiting to Spear Fish. 

8th Monday. Wind variable clear Weather. We proceeded 
being accompanied by three more Canoes from these Indians 
and William Flat in addition to my two former Men. The 
two Men I took from the House to assist in bringing the Furrs 
forward I ordered to return. We paddled over Pusquapiskow 
Lake, crossed the Cranberry Carrying Place and over part of 
the Lake of the same Name. 

gth Tuesday. ‘Wind N.E. Weather variable. We paddled 
over the remainder of the Lake, through Elbow River & Lake 
& first part of Grass River, carrying at one Fall and leading 
Canoes down two. We put up in the next Lake. 

10th Wednesday. Wind & Weather the same much 
Thunder with rain at times. Proceeding paddled over the 


1’The Cumberland House journal is continued on p. 75. 
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Lake & through part of the continued River, carried at one 
Fall. 

11th Thursday. Wind & Weather very variable as before. 
We arrived at the Head of Pepequewnescus (1.e.) reed Lake 
where we lay. 

12th Friday. Wind N.E. a strong Gale at times Weather 
Variable much rain at times. We passed over the reed Lake 
and through the next River Carrying at three & leading at 
two Falls. 

13th Saturday. Wind S.W.a fresh breeze at times Weather 
clear. We paddled through the Gun small Lake carrying into 
Sweet Herb Lake, which we crossed and lay about ten miles 
within the continued Grass River. Indians killed a Moose. 

14th Sunday. Wind N.E. a fresh Gale Weather part cloudy 
with Rain and part clear, proceeding in the Grass River, lead 
at one Fall and carried at three, laying at the last. An Indian 
in Company complaining of his being ailing from our hard 
Paddling in the last Lake, which was obliged to be done on 
Account of a great Swell; and that He is disabled from 
continuing the Journey, I was obliged to consent to leave him 
& partner in the Morning to return back to their Country, 
five Canoes at present in Company. 

15th Monday. Wind N.W. Weather part cloudy & part 
clear. We passed over five Carrying Places putting up yet in 
the River. We overtook the Canoe mentioned to have 
proceeded before us they have procured some fresh & dried 
Moose Flesh, and found an additional Canoe. 

16th Tuesday. Wind S.E. clear Weather. We proceeded 
passing through the remainder of the River, over Reserve 
Lake and part of the continued River, having carried at the 
Pelican Fall. Seven Canoes in Company. 

17th Wednesday. Nind variable Weather cloudy with rain. 
We proceeded down the River passing five Carrying Places, 
when the Weather obliged us to put up. 

18th Thursday. Wind North cloudy Weather small rain at 
times. We passed through Pimmochicomosin Lake and over 
the Paint Lake entering the continued River, Shot one Fall & 
carried at One. 
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19th Friday. Wind variable Weather first part clear 
afterwards Cloudy with Thunder and a heavy rain, Paddled 
down the remainder of the River shooting one Fall, and 
pee over great part of dry Wood Lake putting up at an 

sland. 

20th Saturday. Wind South Weather most part clear. 
Passed over the remainder of the Lake and through the next 
continuation of the River, Carrying at one Fall and shooting 
four, proceeded to and passed over part of Wicheag Sackeagan 
(i.e.) stinking Lake. Indians killed a Bear, plenty of Ducks all 
the way hitherto. 

21st Sunday. Wind S.W. variable Weather. Proceeded 
over the remainder of the Lake and through the remainder of 
the continued Grass River; also through part of Saskachiwan 
(i.e.) Strong Current or Port Nelson River, laying at the Head 
of Tahtasquiow Lake, having passed over two Carrying Places 
& Shot two Falls. 

22nd Monday. Wind S.E. a fresh Gale Weather variable. 
We proceeded over part of the Lake when the swell obliged 
us to put up. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind & Weather variable. We proceeded 
over the remainder of the Lake and over the Gull Lake, down 
Port Nelson to the mouth of the Gull Fall, having carried at 
six Falls and shot some others. 

24th Wednesday. Wind East a fresh Gale clear Weather. 
Proceeding, passed over seven Carrying Places & Shot over 
many Falls. 

25th Thursday. Wind East a fresh gale clear Weather. 
Proceeding passed over one Carrying Place and Shot over the 
remainder of the Falls, lead at one. 

26th Friday. Wind & Weather the same, a great swell in 
the River, proceeding down the River put up at Flamborough 
Head. 

27th Saturday. ‘Nind the same cloudy Weather with rain 
until the Afternoon then fair with less Wind. We proceeded 
down and round the Point of Marsh laying at the Battery 
House, being too late in the Night to proceed to the 
Fort. 
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28th Sunday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. We proceeded 
arriving at York Fort. 
Errors Excepted 
MatTHew CockInec. 


1'The returns from Cumberland House amounted to “ very near 3000 [Made 
Beaver] ” (B.239/b/36, fo. 22). According to B.239/d/66, fo. 68, the exact 
figures were 2901 Made Beaver. Cocking remained at York Factory until 
Sunday, September 8, 1776, when he again set off for Cumberland House, 
travelling by the route he had used the previous year. His journal of the journey 
is contained in B.49/a/5, fos. 8-11. 


Cumberland House 
1777 
¥ 
A Journal of the most 
remarkable Transactions and Occurrences 
at Cumberland House from 4th July 1776 to 
2d July 1777 kept by 
Mr. Matthew Cocking 


B.49/a/4. The title on p. 73 appears on the original vellum cover of the 
foolscap journal. It is signed by Matthew Cocking and contains fifty-nine 
closely-written folios and nine blank folios. 


Journal of Occurrences and Transactions 
at Cumberland House by Mr. 
Matthew Cocking and others, Commencing 
the 4th July 1776 and ending 


the 4th July 1777 
By William Walker 


4th Thursday. WNind variable clear Weather, blow’d hard but 1776 
at Noon Calm’d, Mr. Cocking embarked on his Journey down July 
Accompanied by 4 Canoes, One of which belonging to the 
House with two Men to assist him on part of his way till He 
met with Indians on the Road to accompany Him down to 
the Fort. One Man employed doing odd Jobs. 

5th Friday. Wind Wly. Clear most part of the Day, but 
towards Evening N.E. a fresh Breeze Cloudy Weather. One 
Man employed Squaring Timber. One Canoe arrived here 
brought nothing; Saw eight more Canoes paddling up the 
Lake to the River Saskachiwan for to hunt Moose and young 
wild Fowl. 

6th Saturday. Wind variable Clear till Noon then Cloudy 
Weather with squalls of Rain and Thunder. One Man 
employed as Yesterday. One Canoe of Canadian Pedlers 
arrived with five Men & with one small Indian Canoe who 
Accompanied them, They informed me that John Cole? was at 
the little fishing River below Us with a Canoe killing Fish, 
These Men are going to assist in building another House 
further up the River Saskachiwan. 

7th Sunday. Wind S.W. Clear fine Weather. 

8th Monday. Wind N.E. Clear hot Sultry Weather. One 
Man employed Squaring Timber. One Canoe arrived in the 
Morning which informed, that Mr. Cocking was to be 
Aaccompanied by few of their Indians a little on this Side the 
Cran-berry Carrying Place. 

gth Tuesday. Wind variable sometimes Clear, other times 
Cloudy with very heavy squalls of Rain and Thunder. One 


1 For a biographical note see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 124. 
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Man employed as Yesterday, the Canoe returned that embarked 
with Mr. Cocking to assist Him on part of his way till He met 
with Indians to accompany Him down to the Fort, they 
inform me that He is Accompanied by six Canoes. 

10th Wednesday. Wind variable cloudy Weather with Showers 
of Rain and Thunder. The Men employed squaring Timber. 

11th Thursday. Wind N.W. a Strong Gale Weather 
Cloudy. The Men employed turning over the Boards and 
Cleaning the Plantation. In the Evening one Canoe arrived, 
brought some Moose Flesh. 

12th friday. Wind N.W. A Strong Gale Clear Weather. 
One Man Squaring Timber and two Men away setting Nets. 
The Canoe that Arrived Yesterday traded what they brought 
& went away. 

13th Saturday. Wind Wly. A middling breeze clear 
Weather. The Men returned with one Fish from the Nets. 
One Man employed squaring Timber. In the Evening one 
Canoe arrived brought Nothing. 

14th Sunday. Wind N.W. a Strong gale clear Weather. In 
the Evening one Canoe arrived here which returned from War, 
brought a little Moose Flesh & a few Skins which I traded. 

1$th Monday. Wind & Weather the same as Yesterday 
but towards Noon it Calm’d. The Carpenter employed squaring 
Timber and two Men clearing the Plantation. In the 
Morning four Pedlers Men Arrived here accompanied by 
John Cole their Interpriter; The Canoe of Indians Arrived 
the 13th was belonging to them, which was hired to hunt 
Provisions for them on their Passage up to the new Settlement; 
they went away about two hours after their Arrival, and I saw 
as good Brazil Tobacco with these People as Ours every bit. 
The Canoe that arrived from War last night went away having 
Traded what they brought, they being cleansed before they 
came this Length, for the Pedlers are so very Numerous all 
over the Country, and now they expect Indians from War they 
move about and so way lays them. The New House! which 

1 According to Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 48, the Pedlars’ 


upper settlement during season 1776-77 was up the North Saskatchewan River, 
at Setting or Sturgeon River. 
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they are building is about three Days Paddle above their 
former Settlement; they have got such great quantities of 
Goods remaining, and now they are gone down to the great 
Carrying Place They have Canoes and Men at every Place 
where Indians resort, so that an Indian cannot come from any 
part of the Country but they see of them. 

16th Tuesday. Wind Ely. Weather sometimes Clear other 
times Cloudy. Two Men I sent to look at the Nets returned 
with no Success, The Carpenter laying by with a cut Foot. 

17th Wednesday. Wind Variable cloudy Weather with rain 
at times. Two Men employed squaring Timber, The 
Carpenter doing odd Jobs about the House. In the Evening 
a Canoe Arrived with some dried Moose Flesh and Beat Meat! 
which I traded from them. I sent two Men to look at the 
Nets for We are doubtful of the Indians over hauling them as 
they was to return that night and the Nets being in their 
Track; They returned about 3 OClock next morning with 
very little Success, supposing the Indians had over hauled them 
coming here. 

18th Thursday. Wind N.E. fine clear Weather. The 
Carpenter & one Man Squaring Timber, and one Man cutting 
up Roots & clearing the Ground to lay the foundation of the 
Cook Room. 

19th Friday. Nind Variable hot Sultry Weather. The 
Carpenter employed doing odd Jobs, Two Men sent to look 
at the Nets middling Success. 

20th Saturday. WWind S.E. Cloudy Weather with Lightning 
Thunder and Rain. The Carpenter and Men employed laying 
the Foundation of the Cook-Room. 

21st Sunday. Wind S.W. Weather cloudy a very strong 
Gale. One Man and me went to look at the Nets, but 


1 F.2/12, Graham’s “ Observations . . .” [1792], p. 15, “‘ The Indians are very 
fond of venison... They frequently beat this dryed venison between two stones, 
and mix it with dryed fish &c., and term it Thuihagan. They eat it in this state, 
or else throw a handful of it into boiling water and make a temporary soup: They 
have still another way of preparation which is; they take equal quantities of 
dryed meat and fat of the deer, mixed together, of this, they are very fond, and 
was it dressed in a cleanly manner would not be disagreeable to Europeans. ..”’. 
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returned without any Success, thinking that Indians had given 
them attendance in the Night. 

22nd Monday. Wind variable, Weather sometimes Clear 
other times Cloudy. The Carpenter employed Squaring 
Timber, Sent two Men to take up the Nets, they returned 
with a little Success. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind Wly. blowed a fresh Breeze 
Weather Clear. The Carpenter and men squaring Peices 
for the Cook Room. One Canoe Arrived here brought 
Nothing. 

24th Wednesday. Wind Ely. Calm till noon than Cloudy 
Weather. The Carpenter and two Men building the cook 
Room and myself mending the Nets. The Indians laying so 
close to Our Fishing Place that We cannot pretend to set 
them, for they would be of no Service to Us without we was 
to tend them, & the Compliment of Men being so few that 
they cannot be Spared. 

25th Thursday. Wind Variable sometimes Clear other times 
Cloudy Weather. The Carpenter and men building the new 
Cook Room. Two Tents of Indians Tenting about a Mile 
below the House. 

26th Friday. Wind variable cloudy Weather with Thunder 
& Rain. The Carpenter and one Man Squaring Timber, One 
Man Cleaning about the House. 

27th Saturday. WNind Wly. Cloudy Weather with Rain & 
Thunder. The Carpenter & Men building the Cook Room. 

28th Sunday. Wind variable, Weather hot Sultry and 
Cloudy. 

29th Monday. Wind variable, Weather clear and hot till 
towards Evening then Cloudy. The Carpenter and one Man 
building the Cook Room, Myself & one Man setting two 
fishing Nets about 3 miles below the House. 

30th Tuesday. Wind W.b.N. a Middling fresh Breeze 
clear Weather, but towards Noon blow’d very hard. The 
Carpenter and one Man building the Cook Room, One man 
went off to the Nets in the morning, but the Day turning out 
so Windy He could not return. 

315t Wednesday. Wind W.b.N. a very strong Tempest of 
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Wind & Weather. The two Men employed the same as 
Yesterday, One Man still Weather bound. 

1st Thursday. Wind N.W. Weather Cloudy blowed fresh 
in the Morning but in the Afternoon Calmed. I sent two Men 
to look after the Man that was Weather bound, They all three 
returned with middling Success of Fish, at Noon arrived five 
Canoes, brought some Moose Flesh Beat Meat, and two or three 
Skins which I traded. 

2nd Friday. Wind Wly. Weather clear a middling Strong 
Gale but towards Evening it Calm’d. The Carpenter & two 
men building & squaring Timber. 

3rd Saturday. Wind Wly. fine Calm Weather. The 
Carpenter & two Men building the Cook Room, and in the 
Afternoon I sent two to the Nets, they returned with very 
little Success and they brought one of them Home being very 
much damaged with the last Winds. The five Canoes that 
arrived on Thursday went away; and in the Afternoon one 
Canoe arrived, brought a little Moose Flesh which I traded 
and they went away. 

4th Sunday. Wind N.W. a Strong Gale Weather cloudy 
with Thunder & Rain. 

sth Monday. Wind N.W. a Strong gale Weather Cloudy 
with Small showers of Rain. The Carpenter and two men 
building the Cook Room, myself mending the Fishing Net 
lately taken up. 

6th Tuesday. Wind W.b.N. a fine pleasent Breeze, 
Sometimes Clear other times Cloudy Weather. The Carpenter 
and two Men building the Cook Room, and two Men setting 
a Net in the Afternoon. 

7th Wednesday. Calm clear Weather. The Carpenter and 
one Man employed as Yesterday, One Man went to the Nets 
no Success. Six Canoes of Indians Arrived, brought a little 
Moose Flesh, & one Canoe arrived from two Tents of Indians 
at a little River below Us, informs me that they have had but 
little Success in hunting Moose, But as far as I can find they 
traded most of their Flesh with the Pedlers that came their 
way this Spring. 

8th Thursday. Wind Wly. A middling fresh Breeze Clear 
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Weather. The Carpenter and one Man Employed as 
Yesterday, One Man I sent to the Net no Success, three 
Canoes of the Indians that are Tenting here went off a hunting 
a Cross‘thes Lake, 

gth Friday. Wind W.N.W. a middling fresh Breeze Clear 
Weather. The Carpenter and one Man putting up the 
Couple Backs of the Cook-Room, Myself with one Man went 
to the Nets, returned with very little Success. The Indians 
that went away returned with one Moose which they had killed. 

10th Saturday. Wind N.W.a Strong Breeze clear Weather. 
The Carpenter and one Man building the Cook Room, One 
Man smoak drying some Moose Flesh for Preservation. At 
noon seven Canoes Arrived belonging to the Basquio Indians 
that are at the Factory, brought very little with them. In the 
Evening two Men went to the Nets but returned with very 
little Success. 

11th Sunday. Wind N.E. Fine moderate Weather. 

12th Monday. Wind Ely. fine calm clear Weather. The 
Carpenter employed Boarding between the end of the Cook 
Room & the Stockades; Two Men I sent to take up a Net 
for it was damaged with the last Winds. At noon arrived 
four Canoes which brought some dried Meat and Beat meat, 
which I traded. 

13th Tuesday, Wind variable calm cloudy Weather, very hot 
and Sultry. The Carpenter and two Men Squaring Timber. 

14th Wednesday. ind variable with fine fresh Breezes, 
Clear Weather. The Carpenter Squaring Timber, Two Men 
I sent to take up the Net, The Indians that arrived the Twelth 
and some of them that were Tenting here before went away, 
and at Noon arrived four Canoes more, that brought some 
dried Moose Flesh & Beat Meat. This Day my stock of 
Liquor being ended, The Indians left off trading and were 
ready to have torn me to Pieces thinking I was deceiving them, 
till I let a Couple of them have admittance to see, and then 
they hardly would believe but what We had some buried under 
the Ground; If it was not for the Liquor and Tobacco We 
should not get a bit of Victuals to put in Our Mouths, but 
what We would have caught ourselves. 
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15th Thursday. Wind N.W. a fresh Breeze clear Weather. 
The Carpenter laying by with a Sore Arm, Two Men cleaning 
the Yard and smoke drying some Moose Flesh.!1 At Noon 
arrived six Canoes belonging to Basquio, brought Nothing, 
but only came to wait till the arrival of the Indians from the 
Factory for to get a Drink with them. 

16th Friday. Wind Sly. Fine moderate Weather. The 
Carpenter laying by of a sweld Arm, Two Men Yewing 
Timber. At noon Arrived Twenty Canoes of Basquio Indians, 
waiting for the Arrival of the Indians from the Factory, that 
belongs to their Place of Resortment. 

17th Saturday. \Nind Wly. fine clear Weather. The Men 
employed as Yesterday. The Carpenter laying by with a 
Sweld Arm. In the Evening Arrived a Canoe from the 
Factory, brought one Bundle & some Hatchets Loose, and 
that Bundle He brought had been Opened. He said he had a 
Letter but he had lost it, so I judge by that he had made away 
with some of the Goods; He informed me that their was 
twelve Englishmen a Coming up with other Indians, & said 
that the Rivers and Lakes were very shallow of Water. 

18th Sunday. WNind S.W. Cloudy hot Sultry Weather. At 
noon arrived one Canoe, brought a little Deers flesh which I 
Traded. 

19th Monday. Wind N.W. Cloudy Weather with a heavy 
Rain. The Carpenter and two Men laying the foundation of 
the Victualing Office. 

20th Tuesday. Wind N.W. Cloudy Weather, the Carpenter 
and two men building the new Victualing Shed, seven Tents 
of Indians laying waiting here for the Arrival of the Indians 
from the Fort for to get a Drink of Liquor with them. 

21st Wednesday. Wind Ely. Cloudy Weather with Rain. 
The Carpenter and one Man building the new Victualing 
Shed, & one Man Digging a Celler in It. There are seven 


Tents of Indians upon our Plantation most of them belonging 


1 F.2/12, Graham’s “‘ Observations .. .” [1792], p. 15, “... Sometimes they 
[the Indians] take the bones out of the sides and legs [of the deer], and cutting the 
meat into thin slices dry it in the Smoke over the fire, this gives the meat a 
particular flavour that is far from disagreeable ...”’. 
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to the Captain that is assisting in Carrying furrs down and 
Goods up: Likewise they are of very great Expences and seem 
to say as much, as if We laid to their Options for to do as they 
pleased, and still saying that the Frenchmen gave so and so 
and We gave them Nothing. I do assure you Gentlemen I 
should not like to be left in Care without a better Company of 
Men another Year; And I do all that lays in my Power to 
Please them in Moderation, But if I was for to give every 
thing that was in the Warehouse It would Just be the same, 
They would still want more. 

22nd Thursday. Wind N.E. Blows fresh, Cloudy Weather 
with Rain. The Carpenter doing odd Jobs in the House, 
Two Men cleaning the Cabbins and putting them to 
Rights. 

23rd Friday. Wind Wly. Cloudy with small Messling 
Rain. The Carpenter and one Man Squaring Timber, One 
Man Digging the Celler. At noon Arrived one Canoe 
which brought a little Moose Flesh and a few Skins, which 
I traded. 

24th Saturday. Wind N.E. A middling strong gale with 
very heavy Rain Lightning & Thunder. The Carpenter & 
one Man Squaring Timber, One Man Digging the Celler, 
The Canoe that Arrived Yesterday went away. 

25th Sunday. Wind variable clear fine Weather, eight 
Canoes arrived here in the Morning, brought some Moose 
Flesh, and because the Liquor was done they would not Trade 
any but a little for Tobacco, so they feasted it allaway. In the 
Evening arrived another Canoe, brought a few Skins, which 
I traded for Tobacco, for that is the Chief they run upon when 
the above mentioned Article is done, for they get Plenty of 
Necessaries from the Frenchmen for very little or nothing for 
when the Pedlers they come Here in the fall, they are so very 
short of Victuals that they give a Blanket for a Dog, and they 
have such great Stocks of Liquor that they give it away fer very 
little or nothing at all. 

26th Monday. Wind Ely. A middling fresh Breeze clear 
Weather. The Carpenter & one Man Building the new 
Victualing Shed, One Man Digging a Celler in it. In the 
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Evening Arrived ten Canoes, three of which Arrived fromthe 1776 
Factory brought 6 Bundles 1 cag of Powder & two bags of August 
Shot, But what they contain I cannot Justly say. 

27th Tuesday. Wind Ely. Cloudy Weather with 
Thunder & Rain. The Carpenter and Men employed as 
Yesterday. 

28th Wednesday. Wind Ely. Clear fine Weather. The 
Carpenter and one Man Building the Victualing Office, One 
Man squaring Timber. Two Canoes arrived brought 
nothing. 

29th Thursday. Wind variable foggy Weather, But towards 
Noon Clear. The Carpenter & one Man employed as 
Yesterday, Myself & one Man overhauling the Provisions, In 
the Evening Arrived five Canoes, brought a great deal of 
victuals, But the most of it they will feast away except a little 
they Trade for Tobacco. 

30th Friday. Wind N.E. Sometimes Clear other times 
Cloudy. The Carpenter and two Men employed building and 
Squaring Timber. In the Morning Arrived three Canoes, 
brought a little Moose Flesh which they traded. In the 
Evening Mr. William Tomoson! and the Men that 
Accompanied Him Arrived all well. 


1 B.239/b/36, fo. 10, Marten to W. Falconer (at Severn House), York Fort, 
January 1, 1776, “... Mr. Cocking desired Mr. Hearne to inform me that he 
would not go Inland again for £500 each Journey as this is the case, I must desire 
you to spare William Tomison at the best opportunity to be sent as master of that 
Settlement, which Mr. Hearne hath called Cumberland house, which is 26 feet 
broad 38 do. long and 212 do. [?] in height ”. Ibid., fo. 13, Falconer to Marten, 
April 8, 1776, “ William Tomison accompany’s this ; he is so worthy and honest 
man and so well acquainted with the manners and customs of the natives, that I 
think him a very fit Person for the undertaking he has agreed to, tho’ it is with 
reluctance I part with him”. Ibid., fo. 22, Marten to Hearne, York Fort, 
August 10, 1776, “...on the 13th [July] William Tomison, Charles Isham and 
eight other Factory men, Four Home Indians, Eskun, Wapun a chauk, and 
Sha-shappokeshik in all 25 canoes went off with a large of Goods (in which 228 
Gallons of Brandy) for Cumberland House, since which time I have not heard 
from them”. ‘Tomison followed the route via Lake Winnipeg to Cumberland 
House (see p. 41, n. 1). For his instructions see Appendix, pp. 343-6. His 
journal of the voyage is in B.4g/a/5, fos. 3-8. Fora biography of Tomison, see 
Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 581-91. 
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By Mr. WiLi1aAm TomMIson 


31st Saturday. Wind N.E. Cloudy with Rain. The Men 
employed Watching the Gates in case the Indians should be 
troublesome, as they was Trading a Little Liquor most part 
of the Day, Myself and two or three Men overhauling the 
Trading Goods and Provisions. Yesterday Evening | gave 
the Indians a good Drink that came up with Us, & others here 
before traded a Small quantity of Provisions. Twelve Tents 
now upon our Plantation which were waiting for Our Arrival 
to get a Drink from the rest, for the greatest part were Basquio 
Indians. 

st Sunday. Wind Wly.a Middling stiff Breeze Sometimes 
Cloudy other times Clear. Busy in Opening the Goods & 
found them all in good Condition. 

and Monday. Wind variable Clear fine Weather. The 
Carpenter & two men building the Victualing Shed, Six men 
making a Limekiln, One Man repairing the Nets, Two Men 
and Myself packing up a few Furrs to be sent Down to the 
Fort. The home guard Indians that were laying here I served 
them out Powder & Shot and sent them ahunting, they had 
Middling Success; & some of the Indians that was Tenting 
here went away Hunting.! 

3rd Tuesday. Wind Nly. Cloudy Weather. The Carpenter 
& two Men building the new House, The rest building a 
Limekiln, & one Man making a Net; Myself fitting out the 
Indians and they going away to kill Provisions. The North 
River and Home Indians that assisted in bringing Goods up 
Embarked this Day for York Fort with three Bundles I sent 
Down with them. 

4th Wednesday. Wind variable with cloudy Rainey 
Weather, No Working without Doors, Two Men making a 
Sturgeon Net, The rest about necessary Duty within Doors. 
A few Geese & Ducks from an Indian Man. 

sth Thursday. Wind N.Et. A very strong Gale Cloudy 
Weather with Rain at times. The Carpenter and one Man 
making a Bench. Two Men making and mending Nets, The 

1 For Tomison’s letter to Humphrey Marten of this date see Appendix, p. 349. 
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rest at the Limkiln. I trusted several Indians Debt and they 
Pitched away for their Winter Quarters. 
6th Friday. WWind W.b.N. Weather Cloudy with squalls of 
Rain. The Carpenter & Men doing Necessary Jobs in Doors. 
7th Saturday. \Nind variable with cloudy moderate Weather. 
Carpenter and one Man employed making a lime Screan, The 
rest breaking lime Stone and getting Wood for the Limekiln, 
fitted Charles Isham out with a sufficient quantity of Goods, & 
sent Him away to the Buffeloe Country to encourage the 
Indians to come down to Trade, Also to get what Canoes he 
possible can. A few Geese & Ducks from the Indians. 
8th Sunday. Wind S.W. Clear moderate Weather. Several 
of the Indians Pitched away. 
gth Monday. Wind W.N.W. Sometimes clear other times 
Cloudy, The Carpenter and two Men Building, Two Men 
Sawing, the rest working at the Limekiln and Carrying a few 
Stones, Indians Pitched away. Three Tents of Indians upon 
our Plantation. 
10th Tuesday. Wind Wly. a fresh Breeze Clear at times. 
The Carpenter & two Men employed as Yesterday, Sent two 
Men a fishing, The rest Carrying up Stones for the Chymneys. 
11th Wednesday. Nind variable with Clear fine Weather, 
two Men a hunting, poor Luck no Geese flying, the rest 
employed as before. 
NB omitted. 
13th Friday. ‘Wind & Weather as Yesterday. The 
Carpenter & Sawyers employed as Yesterday, The rest of the 
Men pulling down the House Chymney. Fisher Men came 
Home, but with very little Success. At Noon Arrived Robert 
Longmore & Malchom Ross! who were accompanied with six 
Canoes, which brought 13 Bundles of Goods and two Casks of 
1B.239/b/36, fo. 22-22d., Marten to Hearne, York Fort, August 10, 1776, 
“On the 2d [August] I dispatched Longmoor, Easty, Ross, Lisk, two home 
Indians, and the Uplanders... On the 5th Longmoor with the two home 
Indians return’d to the Fort, with an account that Easty had had upwards of 
forty fits in some of which he endeavour’d to destroy every thing about him. 
Mr. Body and two home Indians were dispatched to take care of him, as also of 
Leask whose hand was wounded and was found not able to paddle, & who must 
consequently return, as they did on the 7th Instant”. 
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Powder, which we Opened & overhauled and found them 
Answer the Invoice except part that was returned by them to 
the Factory, all in good Condition. At Noon Arrived 12 
Canoes, brought a little Moose flesh which I traded. 

NB. Omitted the Day 12¢h Thursday. Wind & Weather 
as Yesterday. The Carpenter & Sawyers employed as 
Yesterday, The rest of the Men carrying Stones & mud; 
drawed the Limekiln. In the Evening arrived one Canoe, 
brought some Fish, Moose Flesh and a few Geese, for which 
I Paid them. 


A coppy of a Letter recd. from Mr. Humpy. Marten 


York Fort August 1st 1776 
Mr. Wiiim. Tomison. 


SIR 

The arrival of Mr. Matthew Cocking with the English 
and a Party of Indians on the 28th July, gives me an 
Opportunity of sending You a large addition to your present 
Stock of Trading Goods &c. I need not repeat to you that 
the greatest frugality should be used in the Expenditure of 
every article under Your care, these Goods are entrusted to the 
Care of Robert Longmore, and as Mr. Cocking informed me, 
Brandy should be got up in as large quantitys as possible; I 
have sent with Him to prevent Embezzlement, John Easty,! 
Malchom Ross, William Flatt and James Lisk.* But as not 


1John Easty entered the Company’s service in 1768 and served first as a 
labourer and later as a smith. He returned home in 1776 and apparently died 
soon after. 

2 James Lisk (Leask, Leesk), who entered the Company’s service in 1773. He 
accompanied Cocking inland in 1774 and on July 20 permanently lost the use of 
two fingers in defending Cocking from an Indian’s knife. Cocking recorded the 
incident in his journal (B.239/a/72) as follows: ‘“‘ Last Night the Indians were 
all intoxicated with Liquor; when one of the Men that overtook us yesterday 
was very troublesome ; assaulting me with a Knife because I did not comply with 
a demand he had no right to make. I believe he had no design to kill me, as he 
had made two gentle thrusts against my side which did not penetrate my Jacket ; 
I catched hold of his wrist and in wrestling with him fell, He falling across me; 
when James Lisk assisting me, in endeavouring to wrest the Knife out of his 
Hand had two of his Fingers cut in a dangerous manner : By this time some of the 
Indians came to our Assistance and amongst them got the Knife from Him”. 
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one of these persons except Longmore knows how to Steer a 
Conoe; I was obliged to engage two home Indians, vizt. Go, 
cum,a,soo-kee and Ma,the-got for that Service. As these 
Men now sent You, with those You have already, (yourself 
included) amount to Nineteen men, you will do well to employ 
some of the most active and discreet of them during the proper 
Seasons, in visiting the various tribes of Indians to Trade with 
You, or if Possible to come to York Fort. Robert Longmore 
will inform You of the ill usage He recieved from one Mr. 
Henery Mr. Frobisher and some of their People; had not 
Longmore been by himself it is probable they would not have 
proceeded to such lengths: I therefore advise you on your 
recieving intelligence of the A,thup’pes’cau or any other tribes 
of Indians coming your way to Trade, that you immediately 
dispatch not less than Six men (but more if they can be spared) 
to meet such Indians to Trade with, the Men you send should 
be advised to be careful not to say or do any thing that could 
be construed into personal abuse or insult, but yet be firm and 
steady in protecting those Indians that are willing to Trade 
with You, or have given their furrs to the Care of your Men. 
It may be proper to inform the Master Traders; that the 
Honourable Hudson’s Bay Company will undoubtedly protect 
their Servants from Insults, and their properity from being 
invaded by all lawful Means. Robert Longmore having 
informed me that He is almost Master of Canoe building, You 
will give Him all necessary assistance and proper encouragement 
in getting as many built as possible; and You may assure the 
Company Servants in general, that for every good large Canoe 
built by Englishmen (the Persons that build them) shall 
receive ten shillings above their Current wages. I have 
according to their desire, sent the following Goods for James 
Batt and James Spence Vizt. James Batt Sugar 12 Ib. Soap 
2 Ib. Tobacco roll 84 lb. and 2 Dozen Waistcot Buttons, and 
for Spence 54 lb. Tobacco Roll but as to the other Articles 
wrote for they may be much better Supplied at the House. 
These Goods will be carried to the next Years Account, The 
Men’s Debts being finially closed. It would be proper to Open 
and Examine the Bundles of Cloth and all sorts of Goods that 
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can be damaged by Rain, or Leaking of the Canoes, but as to 
the Tobacco it will be better not to open it till wanted for 
Trade. I have made the same bargin with these Indians I did 
with those that went up with You Vizt. Six Beaver for each 
Bundle at this Place and three Beaver for each when delivered 
to You; as to the Home Indians They have no Demand on 
You yet certainly will expect something by way of Friendship, 
Your discretion and their behaviour must determine how 
much; In the whole from me each home Indian is to receive 
50 Beaver, the greatest part of it will not be paid untill their 
return. Mr. Cocking informs me that Too,toose wanted to 
smoak the Calimut on bringing some Geese to the House, 
which he did not think proper to Comply with; I am intirely 
of his opinion, and advise you to smoak no formal Pipe with 
the Natives except for Trade in goods. Mr. Cocking also says 
that the Natives will send Spies to pry into your Situation in 
regard to Provisions, If they find you in want their demands 
are extravagant, If other ways moderate; you will do well 
therefore to appear always well stocked tho’ You should not 
be so in reality. The Brandy now sent You (as before) is all 
under the Care of Englishmen and home Indians; The 
Invoice will shew You what Bundles belong to each Canoe; 
Robert Longmore hath with Him an account of the number of 
Bundles delivered to each Indian, tho’ not of the particular 
Packages. Two Guns lent by Mr. Cocking’s vizt. one a 4 Foot 
Gun belonging to the Company, to Wee-chess-cow-we-coppo, 
or Spotty’s Son, the other a Steel mounted Gun Mr. Cockings 
properity to be delivered to Andrew Garret lent to 
Wee-sippe-num, which you will please to Stop before you pay 
the Indians for the Goods they bring You. These Indians (as 
You know those before did) have received very great 
encouragement to be deligent and faithful, should they Prove 
otherways inform me of it, and do you Sir use them 
accordingly, Sheecocks brother named Jackapish has a very 
bad Character, to guard against Him will prevent fraud and 
imposition. Mr. Cocking on his Arrival declared, that 
Ma’meek’a’thin’nue and the rest of the Indians that brought 
his Furrs to the Fort were paid by him for that service, which 
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you know they positively denied (and the Englishmen then 
with them could not prove), and in consequence of which they 
were paid for that Service at the Fort; To prevent such 
imposition in future, you will be particularly careful to send me 
an Account whether you have Paid them at the House or I am 
to pay them (and how much) at the Fort. Wishing all possible 
Success to the Company’s affairs and Health and Happiness 
to You and all under Your Command. 
] am Your sincere Friend 
Humpurey Marten 


14th Saturday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday the 
Carpenter and one Man finished the Victualing Shed all but 
Boarding it, Two men Sawing, The rest pulling down the 
Chymney. I trusted some of the Indians Debt & Paid the 
Indians for bringing the Goods up. 

15th Sunday. Nind Sly. Clear Weather. Sent two Indians 
a hunting, kild 9 Geese. Trusted Indians Debt and they went 
away. 

ae Monday. Wind N.N.E. a brisk Gale with cloudy 
Weather and Rain at times. Carpenter & one Man fixing 
the door Jams of the Victualing Shed, two sawing Boards for 
ditto, The rest employed a building the Chymney and 
Skreaning the Lime; Also overhauling the fishing Nets, no 
luck of Fish. At noon two Canoes of Caw’ene’taw Indians 
came, brought a few Summer Skins, 16 Geese from an Indian 
Man. 

17th Tuesday. Wind Nly. with a fresh gale till Noon 
afterwards clear moderate Weather, The Carpenter & one 
Man about necessary Jobs, the rest employed as Yesterday, 
dispatched the Home Indians for the Fort that Assisted Robert 
Longmore up with the Goods; One of the Indians that came 
Yesterday informed me that I had looked in the wrong Place 
for the Goods put up by Mr. Matthew Cocking, & that Charles 
Isham did not know where it was laid, which induced me to 
engage the Indian with William Walker to go in Search of it. 
A few Pike and Pearch from the Nets, no Sturgeon to be got. 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. William Tomison to Mr. 
Humphy. Marten 


CuMBERLAND House Septr. 1 §th 76 
Goop Sir, 
Your Packet came safe to hand the 13th of September. 
Seven Canoes with Robert Longmore Malchom Ross and two 
home Indians who accompanied them brought the Goods safe, 
and in good Condition, except 3 Kegs of Liquor Embezzlement 
by the Natives, for they seed most part of the Port-nelson River 
Indians on their passage up, which was of great trouble to 
them. The two Young Indians that accompanied Robert 
Longmore behaved very well. Our Provisions being very 
scant I have sent off Charles Isham along with the Natives, 
and shall endeavour to send as many away as I can possibly 
spare for there is very little Likelyhood of Victuals coming in 
this Fall, for the Frenchmen has got such great quantitys of 
Goods remaining that the Indians dont care to come a bit out 
of their Road to Trade with Us, when they get such great 
encouragement from the Frenchmen for Provisions nearer 
hand. 

As the Compliment of Men being Sixteen Hands, I shall 
do my best endeavours to forward the Company’s Trade, when 
the time & Seasons of the Year permits. I shall endeavour to 
get as many Indians down with Furrs to Trade at York Fort 
as possible I can. And for giving the Gentlemen Pedlers any 
abusive Language, I shall discharge my Men from having any 
Correspondance with Men or Master, no more then if a civil 
Question is asked of no consequence if thought proper for to 
return an Answer, But not to interfair with the Company’s 
affairs. 

I intend to send Robert Longmore away and a Man or two 
with Him, when time permits that Indians Arrive that I can 
fit them out. Myself & William Walker opened the Packages 
and found every thing for to Answer the Invoice sent up. Sir 
I return you thanks for your good caution in informing me in 
bringing up such customs as Smoaking with Indians for small 
quantities of Provisions or Summer furrs: William Walker 
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that was about Mr. Cockings hands, and with his assistance 
I hope We shall do very well. & as for the Indians sending 
spies, there is no Indian that shall get admittance into my 
Warehouse to see what Stock of Provisions is remaining. The 
Guns Mr. Cockings lent were returned safe, and the Steel 
mounted Gun was delivered to Andrew Garret according to 
Order. Wee,see-pe-num and his Young Men behaved very 
well. William Walker informed me that every Indian that 
went away from the House to assist in Carrying Furrs Down 
was paid Here, so that they had no Demands, But to caution 
against any such imposition I shall always let You know with 
the Bearers. Escon met with Wee’see’pe’num on his Journey 
down, and He perswaded him to turn Back and to stay here & 
Winter with Him, which was much against my inclination; I 
have trusted Him 144 Beaver in Debt, which if he should alter 
his mind and go down that You may Stop his Debt. I have 
nothing more to add but Conclude wishing all possible Success 
to the Company’s affairs with Health and Happiness to attend 
You and all under your Command. And so remain 

Your most obedient & Humble Servant 

WitiiaM TomMison 

P.S. Pray remember me to the Gentlemen of Your Mess. 


18th Wednesday. Wind variable with clear moderate 
Weather. Carpenter making a Chest to put Trading Goods 
in, sent two Men to bring home the Sturgeon Nets. Fitted 
James Batt and Robert Davey! out and sent them away with 
the Basquio Indians to be supported, and to endeavour to stop 
them going to the Pedlers. Robert Longmore making 
Woodwork for a Canoe, The rest employed a Sawing & 
building. Some fresh Moose Flesh from an Indian Man. 

19th Thursday. Wind N.W. with clear moderate Weather 
till Noon then squally with Rain. The Men employed as 
Yesterday. A few Pike and Pearch from the Nets, sent the 
Indians all off in search of Provisions. 


20th Friday. Wind N.N.W. and squally Weather with Rain 


1 For a short biographical note see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 
198. 
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at times. Carpenter & one Man a hunting, killed three 
Geese, very few Geese flying, The rest employed as before, a 
few Fish from the Nets. 

21st Saturday. Wind W.N.W. a Strong Gale with rain at 
times. Carpenter & one Man finished the Roof of the 
Victualing Shed, Two Men Sawing Boards for the Cook Room 
Roof, The rest building the Chymney and doing other 
necessary Jobs. A few fish from the Nets. 

22nd Sunday. Wind N.W. A Strong Gale with Cloudy 
Weather. 

23rd Monday. Wind S.E. a moderate breeze with clear 
Weather, four Men ahunting, Two Men repairing the 
Sturgeon Nets, The rest abuilding the Chymney, Eight Fish 
from the Nets & seven Geese from the Hunters. One Canoe 
came, brought a few Summer Skins and a little dried Moose 
Flesh. 

24th Tuesday. Wind variable from E. to W. with a fresh 
Gale Sometimes Cloudy & sometimes Clear. The Men 
employed as Yesterday. The Indians that came last Night 
went away three Canoes came, brought some dried Moose 
Flesh & a few Geese. William Walker returned, the Indian 
being unwilling to proceed, and being attended with bad 
Weather made them to return without Success. 

25th Wednesday. Wind N.W. a Strong Gale Cloudy 
Weather with a little Snow at times. The Men employed 
abuilding the Chymney and doing other necessary Jobs, the 
Men that went ahunting Yesterday returned, brought 6 
Geese & 8 Ducks. One Canoe came, brought some Moose 
Flesh and fat. The Indians that came last Night traded some 
Meat and got Drunk. 

26th Thursday. Wind S.E. With clear moderate Weather. 
Carpenter and one Man a Boarding the roof of the Cook 
Room, Two Men attending the Fishing Nets, The rest 
about the Chymney. The Indians went away. A few fish to 
Day. 

27th Friday. Wind E.S.E. a Brisk gale and cloudy with 
Snow in the Evening. Carpenter & one Man making the 
Victualing Shed Door. Two Men Sawing, Robert Longmore 
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making woodwork for Canoes, The rest a building the 
Chymney and attending the Nets, 12 Fish to Day. 

28th Saturday. Wind variable from E.S.E. to N.E. 
and Cloudy Weather with Snow. Carpenter and one Man 
about the Doors, The rest about necessary Jobs within 
Doors. 

29th Sunday. Wind N.N.W. a fresh Gale with clear 
Weather. Read Divine Service for the Day. One Canoe came, 
brought some Meat and a few Beaver Skins. A few Fish from 
the Nets. 

30th Monday. Variable with moderate cloudy Weather. 
Carpenter & one Man finished the Doors, Robert Longmore 
making Woodwork for a Canoe, the rest building the Chymney 
and drying Meat &c. Two Canoes came, brought some 
fresh Moose Flesh. The Indians that came Yesterday went 
away, a few fish from the Nets. an Indian came here which I 
take for a spy, as he was very inquisitive what Indians had been 
here and where they had gone to : He informed of leaving the 
Pedlers a few Days ago some Distance off, and that they are 
25 Canoes all going up Saskachiwan River. 

Ist Tuesday. Wind W.N.W. A fresh gale with cloudy 
Weather. Carpenter & one Man edging Boards for the 
Victualing Shed floor, Two Men Sawing, The rest employed 
as Yesterday. The Indians went away, a few fish from the 
Nets. 

2nd Wednesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday Carpenter 
& one man laying the Victualing Shed floor The rest employed 
as before a few Fish from the Nets. 

3rd Thursday. Nind variable with fine clear Weather. 
Two Men ahunting, but returned without Success, no Geese 
flying ; The rest finished building the Men’s Chimney and did 
other necessary Jobs, a few fish from the Nets. 

4th Friday. Wind N.E. a moderate breeze with cloudy 
Weather. Carpenter and one Man finished the Victualing 
Shed floor, The rest about necessary Duty. Two Canoes 
came, brought a little dried Meat. At noon arrived two Canoes 
of Canadian Pedlers, with whom Accompanied five Masters & 
Isaac Batt, He would have willingly Stayed here, but Mr. 
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Frobisher! would not consent to let Him go till the Spring, to 
which I made reply, that if he did not come to stay now, I 
would have no concern with Him in the Spring, for to think 
upon it and come now if ever he intented to come into this 
Service. They embarked in the Evening. 

sth Saturday. Wind Nly. Cloudy Weather. The Carpenter 
& one Man about Necessary Jobs, The rest carrying up 
Stones for the Cook Room Chimney. two Canoes Arrived in 
the Evening from the Northward, brought a little Moose 
Flesh; Also fitted out Robert Longmore, James Spence and 
Malchom Ross and sent them away up Saskachiwan River, 
there have been no Indians here from that quarter this Fall and 
there is no likelyhood of any to come, as the Pedlers are all got 
up so soon, which has induced me to send my Men away by 
themselves as Robert Longmore knows the road. 

6th Sunday. Wind variable with moderate cloudy Weather. 
Read Divine Service as usual, a few Fish from the Nets. 

7th Monday. Wind N.W. A fresh gale with cloudy Weather. 
Carpenter & one Man laying the upper floor, The rest 
building the Cookroom Chymney and attending the Nets, 16 
Pike and Pearch to Day. 12 Canoes came from the Northward 
four of which have been at War, They have brought a few 
Furrs but the others brought no Furrs and very little Meat. 

8th Tuesday. Wind Nly. a Strong Gale with thick Snowing 
Weather. Carpenter & one Man employed as Yesterday. 
The rest employed making Wooden Pegs for the Floor and 
other necessary Jobs within Doors. Traded with the Indians. 

oth Wednesday. Wind Wly. A middling strong Gale, 
Cloudy most part of the day But at Night clear with a very 
hard frost. The Carpenter and one man employed as 
Yesterday; Sent two Men to take up the Nets which returned 
with middling Success, The rest employed Spriging and setting 
up Firewood. At noon arrived Two Canoes of Pedlers which 
are going to reside at Mr. Frobishers old Settlement in the 
Beaver Lake, the Masters name Captain Tute? Two Canoes of 

1'Thomas Frobisher. See p. 60, n. 3. 


2 Presumably James Tute, who was formerly one of Roger’s Rangers. See 
Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 159. 


OCTOBER 10-12, 1776 95 


Indians Arrived, brought some Moose flesh Geese and a few 
Beaver Skins. 

1oth Thursday. Wind Wly. very cold freezing Weather, 
great quantitys of Ice driving in the Lake. The Carpenter & 
one Man employed as Yesterday, The rest of the Men 
Spriging & setting up Firewood, the Indians that Arrived last 
Night I traded what they brought and they embarked, and the 
frenchmen went also. 

11th Friday. Wind S.W. Cloudy Weather, with great 
quantitys of Ice Driving in the Lake. The Carpenter & one 
Man employed as Yesterday, The rest of the Men Carrying in 
Wood and setting it up at the Pile. 

12th Saturday. Wind Ely. Blowing fresh with Cloudy 
Weather. The Carpenter & one Man putting Parchment on 
the Windows. Three Men pointing the seams of the House, 
and the rest cleaning the Yard. after Dark Mr. Cocking! with 
Magnus Sclator and James Wass arrived, accompanied by four 
Canoes of North River Indians. 


1 See p. 83,n.1. For Cocking’s instructions and for his two letters to Marten 
dated September 30, 1776, see Appendix, pp. 346-8, 349-ST. Cocking was sent 
to Cumberland House again on the direct orders of the Governor and Committee 
(A.6/12, fo. 53d.). These orders, dated May 15, 1776, arrived in the King 
George on August 23, nearly six weeks after Tomison’s departure. In a personal 
letter to Cocking (A.5/2, fo. 16d.) the Governor and Committee said: “ We 
are sorry to hear of your Complaint, but as We are very solicitous to have Our 
Settlement at Basquiau fully established We cannot at present appoint a more 
proper Person than Yourself for the conducting that Settlement or any other 
Inland Establishment that may hereafter be thought necessary ; However that 
You may enjoy the full benefits of your present Contract, We agree to allow You 
£80 a Year for Your own Wages, {10 a Year for a Servant, and whatever Sum 
may become due to the person by whom Our Severn Cargo shall be consigned to 
Usa like Sum will be annually placed to Your Credit”. To this Cocking replied 
on September 1, 1776, thanking the Governor and Committee for “‘ the Benifits ” 
allowed him and adding : “ But cannot help deploring my Fate in being again to 
take a Journey wherein I have before suffered much through weakness of Body ; 
And I am compelled to repeat my former earnest request to be discontinued on 
that Service” (A.11/116, fo. 17). Cocking, in company with James Wass, 
Magnus Sclator and five Indian men and their families, left York Fort on 


September 8, 1776 (B.239/a/74). 
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By Mr. MatrHew CockINnG 


13th Sunday. Wind variable cloudy mild Weather. This 
Day I examined the remains of Trading Goods, Stores and 
Provisions, and found them agree with the Account recieved 
from William Tomison. I gave the Indians who brought us 
up Supplies of Ammunition & Tobacco to carry them away, 
and gave them a Packet for Mr. Marten. A few Indians (6 
Canoes) before & now here. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humpy. Marten 


CuMBERLAND HovuseE 13th Octr. 1776. 
Goop Sir, 

We arrived here last night Having been much 
detained with Ice and Wind in our Passage up. The Indian 
called Cotebethatom I was obliged to leave the 5th Instant 
He refusing to proceed from his family We met with, In his 
room I employed his Son in Law (Uckimow Pethasew) and 
have paid him here. The old Man called Ketakow I left on the 
1st Instant also; begging my consent to be left with his 
family, saying he feared they might be distressed, particularly 
if he should be stopped with the Winter, on his return. As 
this Man had realy a large family of small Children, I consented 
to his staying; He was very active & careful whilst with me; 
All the rest behaved very well and performed the Journey 
chearfully. I have given them Small Supplies of Ammunition 
& Tobacco and will send them off immediately for their own 
parts; but I expect the Winter will stop their proceeding far 
in Canoes. I have according to Your instructions examined 
the remains of Trading Goods, Stores, and Provisions & 
found them to agree with the account recieved from William 
Tomison. The Provisions in hand are much less than was 
expected, The Indians not being Successful in Hunting, and’ 
few Geese have been brought in, the early Northwest Winds 
with Snow having drove them off; And Ice driving along shore 
has obliged the Nets to be taken up. William Tomison has 
very prudently sent off Six Men with the Natives to be 
Supported, on finding Provisions come in Slowly; However I 
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hope as soon as the Lake sets in, We shall have great Supplies 
from our Nets as last Winter, so that there is no fear of Want. 
Tam informed by William Tomison, that Twenty three Canoes 
of Pedlers are gone up the River Saskachiwan, and two are 
gone to the Beaver Lake; These I met but would not permit 
my Indians to speak them. The Natives since inform that two 
Canoes of those gone above are to come down to the Beaver 
Lake in the Spring: Two Canoes are left below at 
Mithquogamew River, These as the Pedlers informed with the 
aforementioned, are all that came up, The disturbances in 
America having put their Affairs in some disorder; That 
Montreal was retaken by the Kings forces last May.! I shall 
conclude, wishing You & Yours every Felicity. 
And remain 
Good Sir, 
Your obliged & obedient Servant, 
Matruew Cockinc 


P.S. Some of the Grass River Indians who went to War 
last Summer returned lately, They brought but little with them. 


14th Monday. Calm cloudy mild Weather. The Indians 
that Arrived with me set off from here. The Men employed, 
Four building the Cookroom Chimney, Carpenter & one Man 
laying the upper floor, and two Men making Pegs for Binding 
it down with, & sent two men to set a Net, these returned in 
the Evening with only two Pike. 

15th Tuesday. Wind N.E. Weather cloudy with Snow at 
times, the remainder of the Indians (6 Canoes) went away; 
they propose to hunt to the Westward of this Lake for Furrs 
and Provisions, and promised to bring in Provisions in the 
Winter, I sent two of my men (William Omen? & John 
Draver)? along with them to be supported. The Carpenter & 


1 Montreal was taken by Congress troops in the War of American Independence 
on November 13, 1775, and was recaptured by Royalist forces in May, 1776. 
* William Omen and John Driver (Draver) were both described by Humphrey 
Marten in 1776 (A.11/116, fo. 14) as “ strong young Men” who, he added, 
“ when their Contracts expire will willingly sign another for three years at ten 
Pounds each year to be employed in Inland Duties. . .”. 
G 
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1776 one Man laying the House upper flooring, four men building 
October the Cook Room Chymney, and two more serving them with 
materials, sent William Tomison & William Walker to the 
Nets, recieved Two Pike and two Tickameg. In the Evening 
four Canoes Arrived who sometime since went up Saskachiwan 
River to Hunt Provisions; They brought nothing, pretending 
they have had no Success, but as they owned having seen the 
Pedlers as they passed, suppose they got what Provisions were 
in hand from them. 
16th Wednesday. Wind North variable mild Weather. One 
Canoe of Indians went away, The other three are belonging toa 
Sick Superanuated Leader and family; They propose to Winter 
here, saying they cannot carry him about. I have discouraged 
their staying here, telling them they must not expect any 
supplies of food from me in the Winter if they should be 
distressed, but without effect, saying they hoped to provide 
themselves with food, and that they could not move about in 
the Winter. The Carpenter and one Man employed laying 
the upper flooring of the House, and five Men employed about 
the Cook Room Chimney, & one Man Net making. William 
Tomison & William Walker went to the Nets, set another 
small Meshed Net & brought home ¢ Pike. 
17th Thursday. Wind variable clear Weather. The Men 
employed as Yesterday, six Pike, two Tickameg & one Pearch 
from the Nets. 
18th Friday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. A few fish from 
the Nets. 
19th Saturday. Wind as Yesterday cloudy Weather. 
Seven Pike and other Fish from the Nets. 
20th Sunday. Wind variable clear Weather. Read Divine 
Service. 
21st Monday. Wind South clear Weather. Six Sturgeon 
from the Nets. The Carpenter & one man laying the upper 
Floor, One Man Net making, & five Men building the Cook 
Room Chimney. 
22nd Tuesday. Wind West Weather cloudy with rain at 
times. The Men employed as Yesterday. 
23rd Wednesday. Wind & Weather variable, a fresh Gale 
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at times prevented our going to the Nets. William Omen 
and an Indian arrived with Moose & Beaver flesh which I 
Traded, & they again went away. 

24th Thursday. Wind N.W. a fresh Breeze untill the 
Evening, when it calmed, & I sent William Tomison & 
William Walker to the Nets, from which we recieved ten 
Sturgeon and other fish, took up the small meshed Nets to 
mend. The Men finished the Cook Room Chymney & laying 
the upper flooring of the House. 

2th Friday. Wind the same cloudy Weather with small 


1776 
October 


Snow at times. Carpenter and one Man repairing the roof, - 


four Men carrying away rubbish from within the Stockades, 
one Man clearing some Ground for Gardening in the Spring, 
and one Man Net making. 

26th Saturday. Nind variable clear Weather. Ice along 
shore, the Carpenter planing Boards for Partitions &c. One 
Man laying the Cook Room floor, The rest employed about 
necessary Works as Yesterday, four Sturgeon from the Nets. 

27th Sunday. Wind & Weather variable & mild. Read 
Divine Service. 

28th Monday. Wind S.E. clear Weather. The Carpenter 
planing Boards for partitions. One Man laying the Cook 
Room floor. One man clearing Ground for Gardening in the 
Spring, Two Men Net making, and three Men clearing away 
rubbish from within the Stockades, Eight Sturgeon from the 
Nets. 

29th Tuesday. Wind N.W. variable Weather, much Ice in 
the Lake along shore. The Men employed as Yesterday. 

30th Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday a Strong Gale with 
Snow and Drift, afterwards clear, very cold, Snow last night, 
the Lake set in as far as can be seen. The Men employed, 
Carpenter Planing Boards, Two Men laying Cook Room 
floor, Two men Net making & the rest employed within 
Doors, making Pegs for fastning Plank & Boards. 

31s¢ Thursday. Wind South clear Weather. Carpenter 
planing boards Two Men laying the Cook Room floor, Two 
Men sawing framing for Partitions, One Man Net making 
and the rest about necessary Duty. 
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1st Friday. Wind variable Weather clear & very mild. The 
Men employed as Yesterday. 

and Saturday. Wind & Weather much the same. This 
open Weather has prevented our going upon the Lake to our 
Nets. The Ice being Yet too weak. The Men employed as 
before, finished the Cook Room floor. 

3rd Sunday. Wind N.W. a small Breeze clear Weather. 
Read Divine Service. 

4th Monday. Wind variable clear mild Weather. Two men 
Sawing framing for Partitions, Carpenter & one Man planing 
Boards, One man net making, The rest setting up dry 
Firewood. 

sth Tuesday. Wind West clear Weather. The Men 
employed as Yesterday. 

6th Wednesday. Wind South clear Weather. 

ath Thursday. Wind N.W. clear Weather no getting to the 
Nets as Yet. 

8th Friday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday, but yet mild. 

gth Saturday. Nind variable clear mild Weather. The 
Men have been employed the remainder of the Week as on 
Monday. 

10th Sunday. Wind S.E. Clear Weather. Read Divine 
Service. 

11th Monday. Wind N.E. Weather part Clear & part 
Cloudy & mild. Two Men sawing Plank, Carpenter & one 
man preparing Wood for Partitions, One Man Net making, 
and three Men setting up firewood. 

12th Tuesday. Wind variable clear Weather. The Men 
employed as Yesterday. Sent off William Tomison & William 
Walker to snare Rabbets, where Indians say they are plentiful. 

13th Wednesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. We 
have attempted at times to get to the Nets but in vain. 

14th Thursday. Calm cloudy Weather till towards Evening 
then a Small Breeze at N.W. with Snow The Men employed 
as before. William Tomison & Walker returned not finding 
by the few Tracks they see that there were Rabbets worth 
waiting to Hunt. 

15th Friday. Wind North Weather Cloudy with small 
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Snow most of the Day. The Men employed about necessary 
Duty within Doors. 

16th Saturday. Wind S.E. cloudy Weather, Snow at times. 
The Men employed as Yesterday. 

17th Sunday. ‘Nind & Weather variable. Read Divine 
Service. 

18th Monday. Wind variable cloudy Weather. Carpenter 
and one Man laying the lower flooring of one quarter of the 
House, Two Men sawing Plank, Two Men sent to make 
Rabbet Hedging! near at Hand, One Man net making, & one 
Man Cutting firewood. 

19th Tuesday. Wind N.W. Cloudy Weather with snow at 
times. The Men employed as Yesterday. 

20th Wednesday. \Nind variable Weather cloudy with small 
Snow at times. Sent William Walker & William Tomison 
with one Man to the Nets, They took up the old and set down 
two new nets, brought home nineteen Sturgeon. Two Men 
Sawing Boards. The Carpenter and one Man laying the 
lower flooring. One Man net-mending and two Men 
preparing Stones for a Hearth. 

21st Thursday. Wind N.W. a fresh Breeze cold drifting 
Weather. One Man made a Fire Hearth Carpenter and one 
man setting up Partitions, Two men Sawing, One Man net- 
mending & Two Men making Wooden Pins for fastning 
Boards. 

22nd Friday. Wind variable clear Weather. The Men 
employed as Yesterday. 

23rd Saturday. Wind S.E. Weather cloudy with Snow. 
Sent three Men to the Nets, (three fish), They brought one 
Net home that was damaged in taking up, being froze into 
the Ice; They set down the two old Nets lately taken up to 
mend, the rest of the Men employed as before. 

24th Sunday. Wind N.W. cloudy Weather. Read Divine 
Service. 

25th Monday. Wind & Weather variable. The Carpenter 
& one Man laying the flooring of a Second Quarter of the 
House. One Man Net mending, the rest setting up Firewood. 
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26th Tuesday. Wind variable Weather first part Cloudy 
with Snow afterwards clear. The Men employed as Yesterday, 
except three sent to the Nets, Three Fish, Set the net lately 
taken up. 

27th Wednesday. Wind N.E. Weather part Cloudy & part 
Clear, 

28th Thursday. Wind variable cloudy Weather. Three 
Small Sturgeon from the Nets. 

29th Friday. Wind N.W. a Small Breeze clear Weather. 
The men employed as before, except two Men sent Hunting 
Partridges, very small Success, being very scarce. 

30th Saturday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday, three small 
Sturgeon from the Nets, set a new Net. A Basquio Leader 
from Two Tents of Indians arrived, bringing a few Marten’s 
to Trade in Supplies, Robert Davey came in with Him: The 
rest of the Indians that way are in Small parties purposely for 
killing furrs; James Batt is with some of these. The 
Indian tells me that He left no Stock of Provisions at his 
Tents. I traded the furrs brought and gave the Indian a 
Present, and also a small additional supply to Robert Davey of 
Tobacco. 

1st Sunday. Wind S.W. Weather part Clear and part 
Cloudy. The Indian & Robert Davey went away. I sent off 
William Tomison & William Walker to Trap Martens on the 
other Side of Saskachiwan River. Read Divine Service. 

and Monday. Wind variable very mild Weather. The 
Carpenter and one Man employed setting up Partitions, Two 
Men sawing Boards, One man net making, and three Men 
sent to the Nets, from which we recieved Sixteen Sturgeon. 
An Indian belonging to the Superanuated Leader here, and 
who lately went hunting, returned with an Account of his 
having killed a large Moose; Hitherto they have scarcely 
killed food for themselves, nothwithstanding the two Young 
fellows having been often laying abroad hunting. 

3rd Tuesday. ‘Wind & Weather much the same. Sent two 
Men along with the Indian to fetch Moose flesh. One Man 
felling firewood, The rest employed about necessary Works as 
Yesterday. 
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4th Wednesday. Wind & Weather the same, The two men 
returned with some Moose flesh. 

5th Thursday. Nind N.E. a fresh gale clear Weather. 
Nine Sturgeon, Two Nemaycoose or a kind of Salmon each 
18 lb. weight, & some small Fish from the Nets. 

6th Friday. Wind variable clear mild Weather. Carpenter 
& one Man Setting up Partitions & Bed Places, One Man net 
making, Iwo Men sawing Boards, and three Men felling 
firewood. 

7th Saturday. ‘Wind West cloudy Weather. Snow last 
night. The three Men who were felling Wood Yesterday 
sent to the Nets, brought Twenty Sturgeon & some small fish, 
The rest of the Men employed as Yesterday. 

8th Sunday. Wind N.E. clear Weather. Read Divine 
Service. William Tomison & William Walker returned, they 
brought Twelve Martens, they complain that the Martens 
refuse Bait at Present. 

gth Monday. Wind N.W. clear Weather. The Carpenter 
and one Man setting up Partitions & Bed Places, Two Men 
sawing Boards, One Man Net making, and three Men sent to 
the Nets, brought home Twenty Sturgeon and some other Fish. 

10th Tuesday. Wind S.E. clear Weather. Sent off William 
Tomison & William Walker to look at the Marten Traps & 
put up a few more. The three Men who were Yesterday at 
the Nets employed felling Firewood, the rest employed as 
Yesterday. 

11th Wednesday. Nind variable Clear Weather until the 
Evening then Cloudy. 

12th Thursday. Wind East Weather part Clear & part 
Cloudy Snow last Night. Two Basquio Indians arrived with 
a trifle of Furrs to Trade Supplies, Robert Davey also returned 
with them, the Man He was with having sent Him back on 
Account of their having but little food. This it seems is true, 
but Robert Davey tells me that they have been very delitory 
in Trapping until lately. I susspect that they propose to slip 
up to the Pedlers Upper Settlement by sending Robert Davey 
home. 


13th Friday. Wind North cloudy Weather, the Indians 
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went away, I kept Robert Davey at home. Sent four Men to 
the Nets, some fish. 

14th Saturday. Wind variable clear Weather. The Men 
have been employed the remainder of the Week as on Monday 
& Tuesday. In the Evening William Tomison & William 
Walker returned from the Traps, brought twenty two Martens 
and one Quiquihatch.+ 

15th Sunday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Read 
Divine Service. 

16th Monday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. Sent William 
Walker & Robert Davey to endeavour to kill some Beaver, 
The Indians lately here having seen a House as they came. 
The Carpenter & one Man setting up Partitions and Bed 
Places. One man Net making, Two Men sawing and three 
Men felling firewood. Three Basquio Indians with Women 
arrived from another Tribe (Ten Tents), They brought a 
Scrap of Provisions and some furrs to Trade, they inform me 
that three of their Men with their Wives are gone to the 
Pedlers. 

17th Tuesday. Wind South cloudy Weather with small 
Snow. I traded with the Indians and gave them some small 
Presents. Three Men that were felling firewood Sent to the 
Nets, some Fish. The rest of the Men employed as Yesterday. 

18th Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday cloudy Weather, 
much Rhime fell, Sent William Tomison & one Man to look 
at the Marten Traps, Two Men felling firewood & the rest 
employed as before. In the Evening William Walker & 
Robert Davey returned, no Success, the Beaver having so 
many old Houses & Vaults to escape to. 

19th Thursday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale Weather cloudy 
with Snow & Drift. The Men employed in necessary Works 
within Doors, Vizt. Carpenter & one Man setting up the 
Partitions and Bed Places, two Men net making, and four Men 
making wooden Pegs for fastning boards. 

20th Friday. Wind the same clear Weather with low Drift. 
Carpenter & one Man at Work as before, One Man net 


1].e., Wolverenes. See H.B.8., XII, 141. 
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making, two Men felling firewood and three Men sent to the 
Nets, they brought some fish. Five Indians with Women 
arrived from the Red Deer River to the Southward, brought 
some furrs, they left their People as they say (Ten Tents) 
Seventeen Days ago, and by losing the Road have been almost 
starved in coming; That the Distance is only about eight or 
nine Days Walk, but having been never this way by Land 
before was the reason of their being solong. They mentioned 
having Crossed the Tracks of three Tribes of Indians on their 
way here, who seemed to be Pitching towards the Pedlers, but 
Could not judge who they were. They say that the chiefest 
part of their Countrymen and who were at War last Year are 
at Present trapping Furrs to the Southward, and that many 
propose to go down to York Fort next Summer. The Indian 
mentioned in my Journal of -751 to be employed by Mr. Jacobs 
at York Fort to bring the Goods up to this Place, which I laid 
up in the Ceder Lake in our Passage down, is here, He 
pretends that a fit of Sickness on his way from the Factory 
prevented his performing his promise, & was afterwards away 
with others at War; but He expects the Goods are all yet safe 
and promises to wait for our People any of them that may go 
that way next Summer & give them up. 

21st Saturday. ‘Wind the same but less clear Weather, 
Five Men felling Firewood. The rest employed as 
Yesterday. 

22nd Sunday. ‘Nind & Weather as Yesterday. Read 
Divine Service. Traded with the Indians and gave them some 
small presents. William Tomison & the Man sent with Him 
returned, brought fifteen Martens. They put down the 
furthest Traps, Martins at present refusing Bait. 

23rd Monday. Wind variable clear mild Weather. The 
Indians did not go away. The Carpenter & one Man lining 
the Trading room with Boards, One Man net making, Two 
Men cutting up Firewood, and four Men sent to the Nets, 
some fish, set another Net & took up one to mend. 

24th Tuesday. Calm clear Weather. The Indians went 
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away. The Carpenter & one Man employed as Yesterday. 
One Man Net mending and the rest felling Firewood. 

26th Wednesday. Wind N.E. Weather cloudy with small 
Snow. Read Divine Service for the Day. 

26th Thursday. Wind N.W. clear sharp Weather. Sent 
William Walker and one Man to look at the Marten Traps, 
Carpenter & one Man lining the Trading Room, One Man 
net making, One man Cutting up Firewood, and four men sent 
to the Nets, set the one lately taken up, brought some fish. 

27th Friday. Wind East Cloudy thick Weather. The 
Carpenter & one Man employed as before, and the rest 
Cutting up Firewood. William Walker and the Man sent 
with Him returned, they brought five Martin’s and one 
Quiquihatch. 

28th Saturday. Nind variable Weather cloudy with Snow 
first part afterwards Clear, very cold. Sent six men to the 
Nets, some Fish, Carpenter and the rest employed as before. 
Two Indian Men and their Women arrived, (part of a Tribe 
of Basquio Indians) James Batt returned with them. He 
complains of his having been much afflicted with the 
Rhumatism is the reason of his returning so soon. 

29th Sunday. Wind N.W. clear sharp Weather. Read 
Divine Service. Traded with the Indians who arrived 
Yesterday. 

30th Monday. Wind S.W. Weather clear and sharp. The 
Indians went away; kept James Batt at home, as he complained 
of his not being able to continue Tenting with them. The 
Carpenter & one Man fitting up conveniences in the Trading 
Room, The rest cutting up Firewood. 

31st Tuesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. The 
Carpenter & one Man employed as Yesterday, four men 
cutting up Firewood and four Men sent to the Nets, some fish, 
Sent William Walker to look at the Marten Traps, He 
returned in the Evening with two Martins. 


ist Wednesday. Wind N.W. Clear Weather. 
2nd Thursday. WNind as Yesterday a fresh Breeze Weather 
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Cloudy with drift, some snow in the Night. Sent away 1777 
William Tomison with six Men to lay abroad a little below the January 
Nets, about four miles distant, to fell Timber & Provide 
Boards for new Covering the House, the present Roof being 
very open, and also to attend the Nets. The Carpenter & one 
Man fitting up conveniences in the Trading Room, One man 
net making & one Man cutting up Firewood. 

3rd Friday. \Nind S.E. Cloudy Weather. Sent one man to 
fetch home some fish from the Nets, He returned with some. 
The rest employed as Yesterday. The Men at the Woods were 
served with their allowance of Fish at the Nets. 

4th Saturday, Wind N.E. Cloudy Weather with Snow & 
Drift. The Men employed in necessary Works as before. 
William Tomison and two men arrived for their next weeks 
allowance of dried Provisions. 

sth Sunday. \Nind N.W. clear sharp Weather Read Divine 
Service. The Wooders returned for their Tent. 

6th Monday. ‘Nind East Weather cloudy with Snow most 
part of the Day. Sent William Walker and one man to look 
at the Marten Traps, The Carpenter & one Man making 
Conveniences in the Trading Room; And one Man sent to 
fetch home Fish from the Nets. 

7th Tuesday. Wind variable Weather as Yesterday. The 
Carpenter and one Man employed as Yesterday, & one Man 
net making. 

8th Wednesday. Wind & Weather the same. The Men 
employed as Yesterday. William Walker and the Man sent 
with Him returned with three Martens. 

gth Thursday. Wind N.W. a fresh breeze variable cold 
Weather. Sent one Man to fetch fish from the Nets. The 
rest employed as before. 

10th Friday. Wind N.E. cloudy Weather small Snow at 
times. One Man cutting up firewood, the rest employed as 
before. Two Indians with their Women arrived from a little 
below, they brought a few Furrs and a very small triffle of 
Beaver flesh to Trade. They pretend that Moose are very 
scarce except a considerable distance off, too far to bring Flesh 
Here. 
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nel 11th Saturday. Wind variable clear Weather. Traded with 
January the Indians and gave them some small Presents as an 
Inducement to bring in Provisions. The Men employed as 
before. William Tomison and one man Arrived for some dried 
Provisions, They brought home some fish from the Nets. 
12th Sunday. Wind South Weather clear & very mild Read 
Divine Service. The Indians went away, and the Wooders 
returned for their Tent. 
13th Monday. Wind N.E. Weather cloudy The Carpenter 
and one Man planing Boards, and two Men cutting up 
Firewood. 
14th Tuesday. Wind East Weather cloudy with a little 
drissling Snow. The Men employed as Yesterday, except one 
sent to the Nets, brought only two Sturgeon and a few small 
Fish, The Nets being less Successful. Sent a new Net to set 
and brought home one to mend. 
15th Wednesday. Wind North cloudy Weather. One Man 
employed net mending, The rest employed as before. 
16th Thursday. Wind & Weather the same. A few Fish 
from the Nets. 
17th Friday. Weather calm and Clear, very warm. Sent 
two men to fetch Moose Flesh killed by one of the Indians 
away hunting. The Carpenter & one Man employed as 
before. 
18th Saturday. Wind S.W. Weather as Yesterday very 
mild. But few Fish from the Nets Set the Net lately taken up, 
and took up another net to mend. The Men came Home 
from the Woods for dried Provisions. 
19th Sunday. Wind & Weather the same. Read Divine 
Service. The Men from the Woods returned to their Tent, 
except one | kept at home to assist in fetching meat, another 
Beast being killed. 
20th Monday. Wind & Weather the same. The Carpenter 
& one Man planing Boards for Partitions. Having few Tools 
and those at Present in bad condition, make this Business very 
tedious. Sent two Men to fetch Moose flesh, and one Man 
cutting up Firewood. The two Men sent returned with some 


Moose Flesh. 
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21st Tuesday. Wind N.W. clear mild Weather. Sent the 
Man away to the Woods whom I kept home on Sunday. Sent 
one Man to fetch Fish from the Nets. The Carpenter & one 
Man employed as Yesterday. Sent one Man round what 
Martin Traps are Yet up, He returned in the Evening with two 
Martins. 

22nd Wednesday. \Nind N.E. cloudy mild Weather. The 
Carpenter and one Man laying the flooring of a third Quarter 
of the House, One Man cutting up Firewood & one Man Net 
making. 

23rd Thursday. Wind N.W. Weather mild & cloudy with 
small Snow at times. The Men employed as Yesterday. The 
Family of Indians who have been laying here during the Winter 
went away, intending to hunt round the Edge of this Lake, 
they promised to bring in Provisions if they kill any. Three 
Young Indians with William Omen & John Driver arrived, 
bringing Provisions chiefly Beaver flesh and a few Scraps of 
Furrs. Our men inform me that the first of the Winter they 
see two frenchmen and two of the Southward Country Indians 
called Nackowock,! who occasionally assist the Pedlers in 
coming up; these were all on their way to the upper House to 
be Supported, having been in a starving way at the Beaver 
Lake; And the Indians tell me, that they had met with the 
Track of some more of the Pedlers going the same way a few 
Days ago. 

24th Friday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Fish from 
the Nets, Set another Net and took up two to mend. I traded 
with the Indians and gave them some small presents; also a 
Present for a Leader and his followers, and they went away. 
I kept William Omen & John Driver at home, as they 
complained of their having been almost Starved at times, and 
that the Indians did not use them well. I believe the chief 
reason of our Men not being well with the Natives; Is their 
not being affable and otherwise endeavouring to make 
themselves agreable, seeming frequently displeased and 
unwilling to render little Assistances in their way. Our Men 

1 For a brief account of these Indians by Andrew Graham [1775], see H.B.S., 
XII, 314-5. 
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some of them like very well to go off at first with the Indians, 
as they are removed from under the Eye of a Master and 
expect to have nothing to do; There are none of the Indians 
who are exempted from endeavouring to obviate the necessities 
of themselves and families, the appelation of a Gentlemen being 
unknown among them; Therefore no wonder that they 
require our men also to render some help, which they are 
unwilling to do; by this means they become dissatisfied with 
each other, and our Men the first opportunity they can get of 
coming in, will make some complaint Such as Ill Usage, want 
of Provisions &c. To cause them to be kept at Home. The 
Natives way of Living is uncertain; being sometimes in great 
plenty and generally of better food than can be collected here, 
at other times they are scarce: However all our Men that have 
been with the Natives and returned, are in good Case. 
According to my Account of Expences of dried Provisions, I 
find I have at present remaining 975 lb. dried Moose Flesh, 
422 lb. Beat Meat, and 169 lb. Fat. These together, will 
serve the present Complement of Fifteen Men at the House, 
Thirty-seven Days: Which in fact is but a Small Stock, when 
it is considered that But little Provisions can be collected from 
the Natives at this Season of the Year, on Account of their 
Distance and difficulty of Conveyance; indeed towards the 
Fall is the best time for Collecting Provisions here, when the 
Buck Moose are Fat, and the Indians have the convenience of 
Canoes. I have traded since the setting in of the Lake only 
about Eight Days Provisions, exclusive of four Days (for the 
present Complement of Men) now brought; notwithstanding 
great Incouragement having been given to Induce the Natives 
to bring in Provisions. Besides the improbality of any 
considerable quantities of Flesh Provisions being brought in, 
there is great likelyhood of Our Nets falling off soon, as last 
Year; for I find by recurring to my last Years Allowance 
Book,! That I could only serve twelve one half Days fish in the 


1 This book has not been traced in the Company’s archives. It was apparently 
the practice to issue rations for definite periods to men from time to time. These 
they were to use and cook from day to day at their own discretion. The amounts 
issued were weighed on a steelyard and recorded in an Allowance Book. 
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Month next ensuing; and in the Month of March & April, 1777 
each, only one Day fish, I propose therefore, on the fish falling January 
off too much & otherwise Provisions seeming to come in so 
slow as to endanger a scarcity, to reduce the present Allowance. 
We have had great Success in Fish this Winter, principally 
Sturgeon, which indeed is fine food; This has been owing to 
our Number of Nets, which are extended as far a Cross the 
narrow they are set in as the Fish seem to swim in: But I must 
again inforce what I have said in my former Journal of the 14th 
November last,! The necessity of this Place being provided with 
a small three Thread fishing Net Twine; The Italian Twine 
we have been provided with, and which I expected might have 
done very well, It answers better than the Jack Twine, being 
a size smaller, But it swells much in the Water. I have caused 
two Nets for Sturgeon to be made of our Common fishing 
Twine; with these We have had much greater Success in 
proportion than with the other Nets, but being only two 
Thread and a very indifferent Sort, they were continually 
requiring repairs, and consequently we lost many Fish we 
should have otherwise got. As I did find that the Allowance of 
Fish 24 lb. P. Mess for a Day was too small when but little 
Meat is served with it, not sufficing for more than two meals; 
I therefore did give the Men 30 lb. P. Mess from the first of 
the Winter: And in Contra as I found that 10 lb. of dried 
Moose Flesh was sufficient, I did therefore reduce that from 
i2e1by to 10 lb. P. Mess fora Day. As no Bread &c. can be 
served here, requires such large Allowance of the Country 
food, particularly Fish; Being at Present fifteen Men at the 
House, 112 Ib. Fish will be required to serve the whole one 
Day. This Place according to late Appearances will not be 
able to maintain above Ten or Twelve Men well; Indeed as the 
dependances for food are so very precarious it would be 
imprudent for more to be kept to Winter Here: This inforces 
the necessity of the Company’s making an early Settlement up 
above towards the Buffelo Country, where men may most likely 
be well provided for, As the? Assinnee Poet Indians can come 


moee p. 22. 
2 The following footnote appears in the journal in a different, but apparently 
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there, These being the Best for bringing in food, and indeed it 
may be said they are the only ones who ever have any large 
Stocks of Preserved Provisions: Besides if any Scarcity of 
Provisions should happen at an upper Settlement, the 
Complement of Men can always be lessened for a time by 
sending part with the Natives into the more interior parts of 
the Country, where they may be sure to live well if they use 
discretion in the Expenditure of the Goods they may be 
entrusted with for their Supports. Provisions may also be 
Collected at an Upper Settlement to assist this Place; Since 
the Pedlers have been so numerous, those who resided at the 
Upper Settlements have generally provided a Supply of 
Provisions to help their fellow Traders in the Spring who 
resided in the Lakes, otherwise these would be distressed in 
their Journey down. The Pedlers who have hitherto resided 
in the Lakes have some of them been in great Distress for Food, 
chiefly owing to their not being able to come up early enough 
for the Season of collecting preserved Provisions, & now Since 
this Settlement has been made, those Pedlers who are near 
are more liable to be worse, As for Instance the Pedlers now 
residing in the Beaver Lake; because any reserves of Provisions 
that the Natives might otherwise have kept for the Pedlers, the 
Liquor here will most probably draw from them. I have in 
my late Journal of the 18th May and of 2nd July, mentioned 
the Expediency of the Company’s having out Settlements, to 
which I refer for further Particulars on this Head. The 
making a Settlement up the River Saskachiwan ought to be the 
first object; However if an Order should be brought to York 
Fort by the next Ship from the Company for this purpose, yet 
before any Orders can Arrive Here that may be sent off then, it 
will most probably be too late for such an Undertaking; for 
according to appearances convenience of Natives & Canoes 
will be wanted for assisting to transport Men and Goods up. 
I am of Opinion that it will therefore be necessary, to send up 


contemporary handwriting: “‘ *They inhabit the Extreme Tract of Land to the 
S. & W. of Christianaux Lake & they are the richest Indians that come down to 
the Factories. War is their Delight and the Archithinue Indians are the Objects 
of their inveterate enmity. V. Grahams Acct. of H.B.”. See H.B.8., XII, 311. 
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as soon as convenient after the first arrival of Men and Goods 
from the Fort, by any Indians either of the Pegogomew, 
Sturgeon River or Assinnee Poet Tribes, who may be on their 
return for above from the Fort, or may afterwards come down 
here to Trade, or otherwise by any Indians who belong 
hereabouts; most probably few of the last will consent to 
assist, for the Natives in general are a dastardly People, and 
some of them from the Badness of their own minds become 
fearful of others, so that they generally go with reluctance 
amongst other Tribes, notwithstanding most of them being 
personally known to each other, either by having been in 
Warring Companies together or in accidental meetings. By 
making a Settlement up above, I mean only a temporary one, 
that will require the least necessary time in erecting, and which 
may be occasionally quitted to reside in a more convenient 
Place, According to the motions of the Pedlers, who will 
undoubtedly make some Alterations occasionally in their 
Situation. 

25th Saturday. Wind S.W. clear and very mild Weather. 
The Carpenter and one Man laying the House flooring, One 
man making wooden Pegs for fastning Boards, One Man net 
mending, and two men cleaning Snow out of the Pathway in 
the Yard. William Tomison returned and four Men with 
Him; He informs me that they have felled Timber sufficient 
and it is all squared ready for sawing into Boards, except a few 
Pieces. An elderly and almost superanuated Indian arrived 
with his Woman and three small Children; He pretends that 
they have been almost starved for want of food, and that He 
proposes to wait here until some of his relations may come in 
and then go away with them: I have told Him that it is out of 
my Power to assist Him with any thing, except Ammunition 
or Tobacco, and therefore He must not expect further from 
me. 
26th Sunday. WindS.E. clear Weather read Divine Service. 
I kept William Tomison and two Men at home and only sent 
two Men away to the Woods, These will be sufficient to square 
the remainder of the Timber to assist the Sawyers, and do the 
necessary Tent Duty so as the sawyers may be kept constantly 
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employed in that way, These two Men I have also ordered to 
assist in looking at the Nets. 

27th Monday. Wind the same cloudy Weather. The 
Carpenter & one Man laying the House flooring, One man 
net mending, Two Men laying the Men’s fire Hearth, and 
three Men sent to the Nets; I went with them and served out 
the Wooders Allowance there, this I shall continually do as 
long as the Wooders remain abroad. 

28th Tuesday. Wind West clear Weather. The Carpenter 
and one Man setting up Partitions and Bed Places, One Man 
net mending, One Man sent Hunting Partridges, very small 
Success, And two Men clearing Snow out of the Pathway in 
the Yard. Sent William Tomison and two men to provide 
Sledges purposely for hauling home roof Boards upon. 

29th Wednesday. WNind East a fresh breeze clear Weather. 
The Men employed as Yesterday. 

30th Thursday. Wind S.W. clear Weather very warm. 
The Carpenter & one Man employed as before, One Man net 
mending, One Man sent Hunting Partridges, and two Men 
sent to the Nets, brought a few fish. William Tomison and the 
two Men sent with Him returned, they brought home two new 
Sledges and two Martins from the Traps. 

31st Friday. Wind variable clear mild Weather. The two 
men who were at the Nets employed cutting up Firewood, and 
two Men cutting wooden Pegs for fastning Boards. 

1st Saturday. Wind N.E. clear Weather. Sent two Men 
to the Nets, who with the Dogs brought home some Fish and 
two Sledge Loads of Roof Boards from the Sawyers; The rest 
of the Men employed as Yesterday. One Man arrived from 
the Wooders to fetch flesh Provisions. 

and Sunday. Wind N.W. Weather first part cloudy with 
Drift afterwards clear. Read Divine Service. The Man from 
the Woods went away for his Tent. 

3rd Monday. Wind as Yesterday clear Weather. | sent off 
William Tomison and William Grey! to go to the Southward 


1 William Grey, labourer, went to Hudson Bay in 1773 and, according to his 
account in A.16/33 and 34, remained in the Company’s service until he was 
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to Trap Martins; Also sent off William Walker and Robert 
Davey to go up Saskachiwan & proceed to the Southward some 
distance above. The Carpenter and one Man setting up 
Partitions and Bed Places, One Man net mending, One 
Man hunting Partridges and snaring Rabbets, what He kills 
is hardly worth while continuing him on this Duty, but as we 
want Provisions. Sent two Men to the Nets, who brought 
home some fish and Boards from the Sawyers. 

4th Tuesday. Wind & Weather the same sharp. Thetwo spare 
Men cutting up Firewood. The rest employed as Yesterday. 

sth Wednesday. Wind & Weather as before. Fish from 
the Nets & Roof Boards brought home, Set one Net taken up 
sometime ago to mend. 

6th Thursday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. 

7th Friday. Wind variable clear Weather. Last night 
Robert Longmore & Malchom Ross arrived from Inland 
bringing four Sledge Loads of Furrs, hauled by Dogs. 
They tell me that they came from Mekisew-Wachy i.e. Eagle 
Hill (mentioned in my first inland Journal)! Where the 
Indians they left (chiefly Assinnee Poetuck) are pounding 
Buffelo. That they set off from there forty Days ago, but 
having to wait to provide Sledges & Snow Shoes on the Road 
detained them much. They say that there is so little Snow on 
the Ground where they came from that the Indians had not 
yet then occasion for Snow Shoes or Sledges. That an 
Indian did set off to Accompany them Here, But when they 
came to the upper Pedlers House? He Traded a little Provision 
which was all that belonged to Him and then left them to turn 
Back However the Pedlers gave our men a little Supply of 
Provision and were otherwise very kind. Robert Longmore 
& Malchom Ross accordingly proceeded by themselves, 
keeping the River all the way and passed the lower House,? 


taken prisoner by the French when they captured Prince of Wales’s Fort and 
York Fort in August, 1782. 

1 September 6, 1772. See T.R.8.C., 1908, Burpee, “ Journal of Matthew 
Cocking ...”, p. 105. 

? At Setting or Sturgeon River. See p. 76, n. .1 

3 T.e., Fort des Prairies. See ps 19, n.-4. 
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where one Master with Isaac Batt and a few Men are residing; 
These have hardly any Goods Left, what few they had being 
chiefly Expended. Robert Longmore informs me; that 
there are several Indians Above, who propose some to go to 
York Fort & others to come Here to Trade next Summer; 
But that many notwithstanding have been, and others are 
continually going down to the Pedlers with Furs and Provisions; 
And there are many of the Pedlers Men interspersed through 
the Natives who Trade and collect all the Furrs they can. He 
says that the Pedlers at first had three Settlements, and there 
was great Emulation between them in endeavouring to 
undersell each other, by which means they hurt themselves 
much; the reason was, that some who had a Difference with 
their fellow Traders last spring refused to Join Stocks, But 
however these finding the Inconvenience of their acting 
seperately and through Perswasions used by others they 
consented to Join, And accordingly they all went up to the 
Upper Settlement, except one Master with a few Goods who 
was stationed at the lower House, as before mentioned. The 
Upper House Robert Longmore informs me, is up the West 
branch of the River (as I was informed last Summer by the 
Indians) at a small River or rather Creek a little on this side 
of Sacketakow Wachy (i.e.) thick Woody Mountain, mentioned 
in my first Inland Journal; That the distance from the Upper 
to the lower House is about five Days Journey, (NB He 
supposes they might have travelled between twenty five & 
Thirty Miles each Day) And twelve Days Journey from here, 
The lower House being seven Days Journey from here. 
Robert Longmore further informs me that Isaac Batt is very 
desirous to return into the Company’s Service, being tired of the 
Pedlers, And that He proposes to come here next Spring if 
agreable, in consequence of a Letter delivered to him when 
here last fall by William Tomison from Mr. Marten,! But that 
notwithstanding He is afraid of being sent to England for 
quitting the Company’s Service. I have directed Robert 
Longmore to tell Isaac Batt, That if He will come here, | 


1 See Appendix, p. 340. 
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shall recieve Him kindly, and that He may accompany some 
of our Men down to York Fort next Summer. Robert 
Longmore Gave me the following Account of their proceeding 
in their Journey up last fall; That they overtook the Pedlers 
at the Carriage from this Lake into Saskachiwan River and 
they were in company most of the way up; That on the 15th 
October they reached the lower Pedlers Settlement, where 
were several Indians, and Robert Longmore traded a large 
Canoe from them which He has laid up for Spring Use; 
On the 22nd they arrived at the Upper Settlement where 
were also several Indians waiting; here they remained until 
the 2nd November, having to wait for some of the Indians 
going away with; Then they pitched away, and have been 
moving in the Plain Ground ever Since. Robert Longmore 
informs me that the Pedlers were very kind to Him and the rest 
in their Journey up, offering them any Assistance, as also 
when they passed the Settlement in coming down; And that 
they have sent their Compliment to me: He further said that 
the Pedler (Frobisher One of those who behaved so ill to the 
Northward as mentioned in my late Journal the 27th June 
last, did ask his pardon for his (Frobishers) ill treatment of 
him, and laid the Blame upon his partner Henery, Whom 
He said was the cause of all. In return Robert Longmore told 
Fobisher; that as to Himself He should wave the Affair if 
the Company did not think proper to take notice of it; 
Frobisher it seems when here last fall made use of the same 
mean Subterfuge of throwing the blame upon Henry and 
asked pardon, to which William Tomison returned, that the 
Company will undoubtedly protect their Servants from Insults 
by all Lawful means. Robert Longmore further tells me that 
a Canoe with a Frenchman and an Indian Arrived at the 
Pedlers upper Settlement the 2nd November in the Morning 
before He left that Place, from the Beaver Lake with a Packet,! 
forwarded from the Pedlers who are up to the Northwestward 
in the A’Thopuskow Indians Country, (the four Canoes 

1 See Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 318 et seq., for mention of 


“ the first use in history of the track by Green Lake to the Saskatchewan ” and 
_ for his interpretation of the Pedlars’ movements during outfit 1776-77. 
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mentioned in my Journal of the rst July last to be gone up 
that way), and also with Letters from the Beaver Lake: 
The Pedlers told Robert Longmore that by the last they were 
informed I was Arrived, The two Canoes who were going to 
the Beaver Lake having seen me pass, but that they did not 
speak with me as We did not wait, notwithstanding their 
having called to Us. Robert Longmore also says that the 
Pedlers Men who went up above from the Beaver Lake (as 
mentioned the 24th Ulto.) Gave an Account that they had 
been in great distress for Food except a little Fish, No Indians 
having been near them during that part of the Winter, and 
that only one Beaver Skin had been Traded: He further says 
He was informed by the Pedlers That they had recieved a 
Packet over Land from the Northwest Pedlers this Winter 
which gave an Account of Twenty-eight Packs of Furrs having 
been Traded there. (NB Their Packs or Bundles are general 
go Ib. Weight). This Packet they said was only fourteen 
Days in its Passage, The River (called Beaver River) up which 
they are, running much up to the Westward. ‘The Pedler 
Frobisher is to come down with two Canoes to go to the 
Northward in the Spring as they informed Robert Longmore: 
This information of two Canoes being to go to the Northward, 
We recieved from the natives Here in the fall. Robert 
Longmore informs me; that in their Journey up last fall they 
overtook Charles Isham and the Indians He was sent away 
with, a little above the first Fall in the River Saskachiwan, and 
they kept Company up to the Pedlers upper Settlement, 
where they parted with Him; But that Charles I[s]ham came 
to them in distress the first of the Winter, having wastefully 
Expended all his Goods, and has lived with them ever since. 
Robert Longmore tells me; that one of the Frenchmen at 
the lower Settlement, and who pretends he knows how to 
build Canoes, proposes if agreable, to build a large Canoe & 
come Here to Engage as a Company’s Servant, or to assist 
as an Indian in going down to & returning from the Fort; 
This Man Robert Longmore says seems to have a good Name 
amongst his Fellows: I find this is a Man who deserted from 
the Pedler Pangman at the Carrying Place above here last 
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Fall, and came to offer his Service to William Tomison, but 
William Tomison very prudently refused to accept Him, and 
He lay about among the Indians until the Pedler Tute 
returned from the Carrying Place above on his way to the 
Beaver Lake, and He went away in one of the Canoes, but 
Tute would not pemit him to go in the one He himself was in; 
Tute gave him a very indifferent Character Here: the above 
Man was one of those who went up from the Beaver Lake this 
Winter, and gave Account of their being Starving. The 
Furrs brought by Robert Longmore, amount to 123 made 
Beaver, consisting of Wolves, small coloured Foxes, (commonly 
called Yeachithinnee Foxes),! and some whole & half Beaver. 
I have traded them from Him in such Goods as will be most 
convenient for Carriage, and for Collecting of furrs for to 
bring down in the Spring; This I have done to encourage 
his continued Diligence, intending to give him a Supply 
besides, for his own and the other Mens Supports, To 
encourage Indians &c. Robert Longmore says: that they 
met with no Indians on this side of the Pedlers Settlements, 
only some Tracks, two Days ago gone a Cross Saskachiwan 
River to the Northward. 

8th Saturday. Wind N.W. clear Weather. The Men 
have been employed the remainder of the Week as on Monda 
& Tuesday. The Carpenter and his mate finished the Third 
Division of the House. A few Fish from the Nets and Boards 
from the Sawyers. As we are so very scant of flesh Provisions, 
and no likelihood of any quantity considerable being brought 
in during the remainder of the Winter, or even in the Spring, 
chiefly on Account of the Distance of the Natives and the 


1 Presumably the small foxes described in E.2/13, pp. 17-18, ‘“‘ Observations 
on Hudson’s Bay ” [1782], formerly attributed to Thomas Hutchins (see p. xviii, 
n. 4), as “of a whitish grey colour... very plenty inland very far to the 
Southward in the Country inhabited by the Archithinue [Blackfeet] Nation of 
Indians, for which reason they go sometimes by thatname. They are about the 
size of an English hare... Archithinue Fox [sell] for two or three shillings a 
piece...7. ‘This is the fox called by Graham (E.2/12,. “ Observations...” 
[1792], p. 26), “‘ Makeshis or the Inland Fox”; the kit fox, the u/pes cineres- 
argentatus of Richardson (Fauna Boreali-Americana, Part I, Quadrupeds, p. 98) ; 
and the Vulpes velox of modern zoologists. 
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inconvenience of Carriage; Besides the probability of our Nets 
falling off the latter part of the Spring, and when we may not be 
able to get to them for Water: I have therefore appointed two 
Men, (James Wass & William Omen) to accompany Robert 
Longmore amd Malchom Ross on their return Inland, and to 
be there supported until they come down in Canoes. As our 
Complement of Men will then be thirteen, I shall be able to 
Spare Eight or Nine Men, which will probably be all that I can 
employ with the Canoes we now or may have or will indeed be 
necessary for going up Saskachiwan River with the Quantity of 
Goods that can be sent next Spring, together with the assistance 
of what few Indians may be willing to undertake to go, for as 
few of our Men can Steer Canoes, We shall require the Help 
of some Indians. I have given Robert Longmore a fresh 
Supply of Goods in addition to some He left behind for his 
own and the other Mens support, and to encourage Indians to 
go down to York Fort with their Furrs, or to come Here and 
Trade Furrs or Provisions. I have also directed Him to 
Trade what Provisions He can, appointing Him a Time with 
the Men with Him to meet the Men who may go up in the 
Spring, that they may get supplied, and likewise recieve what 
Assistance Him and his partners can give. This I expect will 
be of great Service; For as according to appearances, We may 
not have any good quantity of Provisions to spare as a Supply 
to the Men who may be sent up, They will now require no 
more than is necessary for their Journey up, and the fear of 
their being too early there for Natives coming down and by 
that means wanting Provisions is obviated; therefore I can 
now send as soon as the River Saskachiwan appears sufficiently 
Clear of Ice. I have likewise directed Robert Longmore to 
take Notice next Spring as He comes down, of the Depth of 
Water and particular places where good Woods are near the 
River, above the Pedlers upper Settlement. On Roberts 
Longmores return now up, I have directed Him to return my 
Compliments to the Master Pedlers, and that I consider 
myself much obliged to them for their kindnesses to our Men, 
And that if any of their Men should come my way in Distress | 
shall endeavour to assist them, But as to any thing further I 
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must decline; And also to inform the Master Pedlers, that the 
Honourable Hudson’s Bay Company, will undoubtedly protect 
their Servants and Property by all Lawful means. I think that 
the Pedlers repeated Behaviour of enticing away the Company’s 
Servants, requires their Servants having as little connection 
with them as possible, and the ill Usage shown to Robert 
Longmore by them last Summer, Has given a fair Opportunity 
of breaking off all friendly Intercourse, except occasionally 
giving and recieving Assistance in times of Necessity. As to 
the Frenchman who offers to build a large Canoe and to be 
employed by me, as mentioned Yesterday; I have ordered 
Robert Longmore to tell Him; that I will not engage Him, 
But that if he builds a large & strong Canoe & brings it to me 
I will trade it from Him, I do not expect that this Man will 
bring me any Canoe, But however if He should, the Quantity 
of Goods He will recieve from me as payment will be small, 
and I shall be careful that they are of such kinds as to prevent 
his doing any Injury to the Company’s Interest among the 
Natives. A few Indians who were here last Fall did (as 
William Tomison informs me) promise to build large Canoes, 
but the Natives are in general so very Fickle & Indolent, that 
there is no Depending on them. I have repeated my message 
to Isaac Batt as Yesterday, But directed Robert Longmore to 
deliver it privately, to prevent as much as possible any design 
Isaac Batt may have of endeavouring to enhance his Value with 
the Pedlers, in having this repeated Offer of being recieved 
Here delivered in their Hearing. I gave two Small Articles 
of Medicines to Robert Longmore for to deliver to Isaac Batt, 
which He had required from me by Robert Longmore. 

gth Sunday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. Read Divine 
Service. Robert Longmore and the Men with Him did not go 
away. One man I only sent to the Sawyers Tent, as He will 
be sufficient to tend the Sawyers and to do other necessary 
tent Duty, He is also to assist in looking at the Nets. 

10th Monday. Wind East Weather cloudy with Small 
Snow the whole Day. Early in the morning Robert Longmore 
and the three Men ordered with Him set off on their Journey 
for Inland, the Carpenter and one Man laying the flooring 
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of the fourth and last Quarter of the House, Two Men cutting 
up Firewood, and one Man hunting Rabbets and Partridges. 

11th Tuesday. Wind N.E. Weather cloudy with small Snow 
most part of the Day. The Carpenter & one Man employed 
as Yesterday, & three Men sent to the Nets, who brought 
home a few Fish also Boards from the Sawyers. In the 
Evening, William Walker and Robert Davey returned with 
thirteen Martens, they said they might have got more having 
seen several Tracks, But a Quiquihatch happening upon their 
Track He followed it a while and pulled down several of their 
Traps. 

oe Wednesday. Wind N.W. a fresh Breeze at times, 
Weather cloudy with Snow at times. The Carpenter and one 
Man laying the flooring, One Man making Pegs for fastning 
Boards, One Man Hunting, and two Men cutting up 
Firewood. 

13th Thursday. Wind as Yesterday cloudy Weather. The 
Men employed as Yesterday. Five Basquio Indians arrived, 
who brought a few Furrs and a small triffle of Provisions to 
Trade, They are part of the same Tribe who arrived the 28th 
Décember. 

14th Friday. Wind & Weather the same. Traded with 
the Indians & gave them some Presents as incouragement and 
to bring in Provisions, they afterwards went away. Sent three 
of our Men to the Nets who brought home some Fish, also 
Boards from the Sawyers. 

15th Saturday. Wind N.W. clear Weather. The Men 
employed as before. One Man came from the Woodsers for 
Provisions. 

16th Sunday. Calm clear Weather. Read Divine Service. 
The Man from the Woods went away for his Tent. In the 
Afternoon William Tomison and the Man with Him returned 
with forty Martins, one Jackash! and two Quiquihatches. 

17th Monday. Wind variable Weather Cloudy with small 


1The mink, Mustela vison. See J. Richardson, Fauna Boreali-Americana ; or 
the Zoology of the Northern Parts of British America... Part I, Quadrupeds 
(London, 1829), pp. 48-50, 53, and Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales's 
Fort ...1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772 by Samuel Hearne, p. 350. 
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Snow. Sent William Walker and Robert Davey to look at the 
Traps They lately set up, and to build more Traps further on. 
The Carpenter & one man setting up Partitions and Bed 
Places, One Man cutting up Firewood, and three Men sent 
to the Nets who brought home some Fish, also Boards from 
the Sawyers. 

18th Tuesday. Wind East Weather cloudy. Sent the 
Carpenter & one Man to prepare some Hickery for Chairs 
and to bring it Home for Seasoning against Opportunity 
suits for making them, They returned in the Evening with 
some. One Man sent Hunting Partridges, He kills very few, 
Two Men cutting up Firewood, And one Man making Pegs 
for fastning Boards. 

19th Wednesday. ‘Wind variable clear Weather. The 
Carpenter and one Man setting up Partitions & Bed Places, 
One man cutting up Firewood, and three Men sent to the 
Nets, they brought home six Sturgeon and some Boards from 
the Sawyers. 

20th Thursday. Wind West clear Weather. William 
Tomison & William Grey set off to look at their Martin 
Traps and to build some more further on. The Carpenter 
and one Man employed as Yesterday. One Man Hunting, 
and two Men cutting up Firewood. 

21st Friday. Wind N.E. variable Weather. Sent one Man 
with the Dogs to fetch home some Boards from the Sawyers, 
The rest employed as Yesterday. 

22nd Saturday. Nind East clear Weather. Three Men 
sent to the Nets, they brought home a few small Sturgeon 
and Boards from the Sawyers. In the Evening William 
Walker & Robert Davey returned from Trapping, not having 
found Ground fit for that purpose much further than where 
they were before, they brought twenty seven Martins. One 
Man came from the Wooders for Provisions. 

23rd Sunday. Wind East clear warm Weather. Read 
Divine Service. The Man from the Woods returned for his 
Tent; I sent an Additional Man with Him, who with the 
other spare Man at the Tent, is to Assist those I shall send to 
the Nets, and to do the Necessary Tent Duty, in providing 
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Firewood &c. so as the Sawyers may constantly be employed 
in that way; The above two Spare Men are also to angle for 
Fish, to Hunt Rabbets & Partridges. 

24th Monday. Wind & Weather variable, thawed much, 
A smart Shower of Rain in the Afternoon for about ten 
Minutes. Three Indians with Women arrived from up the 
River Saskachiwan, they brought some Moose and Beaver 
Flesh and Beaver Skins to Trade; Also two Basquio Indians 
arrived, bringing few Martins and a little Provisions. The 
Men employed, Carpenter and one Man setting up Partitions 
and Bed Places, One Man cutting up Firewood, and two Men 
sent to the Nets, but small Success, They brought home Boards 
from the Sawyers. 

25th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a small Breeze clear mild 
Weather, thawed much. Traded with the Indians and gave 
them some small presents as Incouragement. The Carpenter 
and one Man at work, Two Men cutting up Firewood, and 
one Man sent with William Walker to build a little Rabbet 
Hedging near at Hand. 

26th Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday a fresh Breeze clear 
cool Weather. A few Fish from the Nets. The Indians from 
up Saskachiwan River went away, But the Basquio Indians yet 
ere. 

27th Thursday. ‘Nind variable Weather clear until the 
Evening then Cloudy. The Basquio Indians went away, | 
sent off with them William Walker and Robert Davey, The 
Leader having said that He would direct them to good 
Trapping Ground; But William Walker & Robert Davey 
returned in the Evening, having found that the Ground 
which the Indian showed them, was where William Tomison 
& Walker had been Trapping in the first of the Winter. 

28th Friday. Wind S.W. Clear Weather, thawed much. 

1st Saturday. Wind West clear mild Weather, But small 
Success from the Nets, And the two spare Men at the Sawyers 
Tent have killed only one small Pike in Angling as yet. One 
of them come Home for Allowance of Provisions. 

and Sunday. Wind N.E.a fresh Gale, Weather cloudy with 
continued Snow & Drift the whole Day, some rain last Night. 
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Read Divine Service. Two Indians arrived with a little 
Provisions and a few Furrs to Trade from those mentioned 
the 23d January. 

3rd Monday. Wind N.W.4a Strong gale with Drift Weather 
Clear and Sharp. Traded with the Indians and gave them 
some Presents as further Encouragement to bring in Provisions. 
The Men employed, The Carpenter and one Man setting up 
Partitions and Bed Places, And three Men sent to the Nets, 
But they returned without Looking at them, the Weather 
becoming too bad; they brought home some boards from the 
Sawyers. William Tomison and William Grey returned with 
Sixty-six Martins, Two Quiquihatches & three Jackashes 
from their Traps. 

4th Tuesday. Wind N.W. clear sharp Weather. The 
Carpenter & one Man employed as Yesterday, One Man 
making Pegs for fastning boards, and two Men cutting up 
Firewood. William Walker and Robert Davey went off to 
look at their Traps. The Indians went away; the old Indian 
and his family who have been here sometime went away with 
them. 

sth Wednesday. Wind & Weather the same but milder, 
sent three Men to the Nets from which we recieved ten 
Sturgeon and two Pike. 

6th Thursday. Wind S.W. Weather variable, a little Snow 
last Night. Three Men cutting up Firewood until Breakfast, 
then sent two with the Dogs to the Sawyers for Boards, but 
they brought two four-inch Plank, which I have caused to be 
cut for the purpose of erecting a Press for Packing furrs. In 
the Evening four Indians with their Women arrived bringing 
Moose and Beaver Flesh, also some Furrs to Trade, Two of 
them part of the Company who brought me up in the Fall, 
The others from the Sweet Herb Lake. 

7th Friday. Wind N.W. variable Weather. Sent Men to 
the Nets but they returned without any Fish. 

8th Saturday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Traded 
with the Indians And gave them a Packet for Mr. Marten. 
One Man came from the Sawyers, The Carpenter and his 
mate finished the Bed Places & Conveniences in the Mens 
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Cabbins, William Walker & Robert Davey returned with 
forty Martins and one Jackash from their Traps. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humphrey Marten 


CuMBERLAND House 8th March 1777 
Goop SiR, 

By the Arrival of some of the North River Indians, I 
embrace a second Opportunity of writing to You by them. 
The Indians (four with Women) now come in, Two of them 
are part of those who brought me &c. up, Wappatunisk and 
Metunekishock (old Ketakow’s Son); These have been killing 
Furrs &c. between this Place and the Sweet Herb Lake. The 
other two are Escon and Wesack from the Sweet Herb Lake; 
These two Parties pretend not to have seen each other during 
the Winter But accidentally met two Days ago on their way 
Here; They brought Provisions and Furrs with them; The 
Provisions are very Acceptable, But I assure You Sir, the 
Furrs are not so from these Indians, as they are Your Debtors. 

On my Arrival last Fall finding Provisions so Scarce Here, 
I did desire the Indians who brought us Up to bring in 
Provisions, but told them not to bring in Furrs, As they 
proposed to come Here in the Winter expecting not to get far 
in Canoes. The Indian called Wesippenum who came down 
with me to York Fort last Summer, And a Young Musquash 
River Indian called Pissu Wattaky and whom I dont find in 
the List of Your Debtors, Arrived Here sometime ago to 
Trade a trifle of Provisions and a few Furrs; Wesippenum 
had Debt here in the Fall which He paid Honestly, as He did 
last Spring a Debt He had here last Year, But as he expected 
to fall short I complied with his Entreaties in Crediting Him 
afresh, And he is at present indebted twenty Beaver to this 
Place: As we were so very short of Provisions, I did strongly 
inforce a request by this Man, That these He came from or 
any others that He might meet with, would be diligent in 
Collecting Provisions and bring in Here, and that I would 
give great Encouragement to any of the Young Men who 
would assist in Hauling in Provisions, telling Him that no 


York Fort Debtors were to bring in Furrs for if they did I 
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should be obliged to stop them. He gave me very little hopes 
of any Quantity considerable being brought on Account of the 
Distance; His Son in Law Escon with Wesack are all that 
came from there, and old Ketakows Wife; They have brought 
according to their Number much more Provisions than I could 
have expected at this Time of the Year such a Distance, Or 
indeed I have recieved from any others much nearer Hand. 

I have expostulated with and discommended the Indians 
now Arrived for bringing in Furrs, Telling them my having 
recieved Your Orders for stopping all Debtors Furrs, and 
reminding them of my having directed them only to bring 
Provisions. In excuse they say That they had expended their 
Stocks of Goods and that Provision was too heavy to bring a 
Quantity sufficient on Sledges such a Distance to Trade 
Goods enough for supplying their Necessities, And that they 
have left behind Furrs over and above sufficient to pay their 
Debts to You. This is the Excuse of those from the Sweet 
Herb Lake; They further say, that the two Canoes of their 
Countrymen part of those whom I met in coming up, were 
prevented by the Frost from proceeding to York Fort, and by 
that means prevented recieving their Payment from You for 
bringing up Goods here, and likewise from recieving their 
usual Credit from You; These have returned to them and 
being in want, the supplying them has been a great cause of 
their Stocks being so soon expended. Escon I believe had no 
Debt from You last Year, but I hear that He owes You to part 
of a former Debt Twenty Beaver: According to the best 
Judgement that could be formed of his Furrs as He traded 
with the others, He had about Thirty made Beaver and 
Provisions, Out of which He paid his Debt trusted Here, 
Wesack whom You trusted thirty Beaver last Fall and I 
believe owes You something to a former Debt; He tells me 
that He has left sixty made Beaver behind and expects more 
to be given to Him, He brought sixty Beaver in Furrs, also 
Provisions. Ketakows Wife brought besides Provisions 
Twenty-two Beaver in Furrs, She says like the rest that the 
Debt of Twenty Beaver due to You are left. I have stopped 
ten Beaver from Her as part of Your Debt. Wappatunisk and 
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Metunekishock the other party also say they have left Furrs 
behind. Provisions were the chief of what they brought, The 
Furrs were triffing and seemingly most of them killed in 
coming here being mostly yet Green I did intend to have 
stopped all their Debts, But as they complained that they 
would be distressed if I did stop them, And considering that 
I should have to supply them Gratis with necessaries; I have 
therefore, only stopped thirty Beaver as Your present Debt 
from Wesack and traded the remainder; I have also stopped 
ten Beaver from Ketakows Wife, part of his Debt as above 
mentioned. 

I hope Sir I shall not incur your censure for having thus 
only partly punished these Indians for bringing their Furrs 
Here, When you consider the above reason; Besides I must 
own I had some repugnance to being more severe from 
Gratitude for having brought us a Supply of Provisions. 

I have something Sir with regard to the state of Affairs 
Here to say, But wanting time to enlarge I shall defer it until 
another opportunity in the Spring, That I may either send 
down or come myself, which perhaps will be soon after You 
recieve this: I therefore shall only inform You; That we have 
in general been Healthful and through great Success in Fish 
have Hitherto been in Plenty of Food; We had more 
Provisions brought in by the Natives than I expected at this 
Season of the Year considering the difficulty of Carriage. 
These Indians have brought in a Seasonable supply of ten 
Days, which is no small Quantity, when it is considered that 
our Allowance is large as we have nothing but Country food 
to serve: And as I expect according to last Year that our Nets 
will now fall almost entirely off, I had intended to reduce the 
Allowance of Provisions, proposing to enlarge as We may get 
an Increase; But however the present Supply induces me to 
defer it further. My reduction will be as follows Vizt. Half 
dried Meat I shall reduce from 15 lb. to 12 lb. p. Mess for a 
Day (NB. Our half dried Meat here is such as is called dried 
meat at York Fort. The same kind Traded here in the Warm 
Weather is much dried to preserve it after we recieve it) Dried 
Meat from 10 lb. to 8 lb. And Beat Meat from 10 |b. to 8 lb. 
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with Fat from 4 Ib. to 34. lb. p. Mess for a Day; Fish I intend 
to continue at the Allowance of 30 Ib. p. Mess without a 
seeming prospect of Scarcity should requirea further reduction. 
With the above reduction I have found the Men will be 
supported without even reasonably knowing want, for Moose 
Flesh is very nourishing Food. I have at present collected 
Here One Thousand and odd made Beaver in Furrs and have 
great Expectations from the Spring. Robert Longmore and 
Malchom Ross have arrived from Inland bringing Furrs; 
there are at present five Men along with Robert Longmore 
Inland, These are all at present Abroad; Several Basquio and 
other Indians hereabouts have been here trading Supplies. 
The Accounts from all Qurters mention Indians intending to 
go down to York Fort, but nevertheless I have heard of 
Several having been at the Pedlers. Of those whom You see 
last Summer, Ohoetuck and his Son Tootoose and 
Mameekathinnee I have heard have been about the Pedlers, 
Also some of the U’Basquio Indians have been at the Pedlers, 
but I have not heard that Cattabobbinwow has been there, 
However I suspect that He may have sent Furrs with some 
that went. 

I am of Opinion Sir, that the Company must have an early 
out Settlement up above, Which to Effect next Summer must 
be set on Foot as soon as convenient after the arrival Here of 
Men and Goods from You, further particulars on this Head I 
shall inform You of If I should arrive early at York Fort, 
otherwise I shall transmit them by Letter in Time. 

I shall conclude with an Hope that Yourself and all at York 
Fort are at present in Health and Felicity. 

Remaining Good Sir 
Your most obliged & Obedient Servant 
MatrHew CockinG 
P.S. Iam very happy Sir in my 
two Messmates,} they have been of great Service to me; I do 
expect great Benifit from their Joint Endeavours in the Spring. 
Robert Longmore when Here from Inland informed me, that 
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Wesippinum who was one of his Company in coming up last 
Summer was very troublesome, being the cause of much 
Expence of Liquor Whenever they met Indians; Cocumasoke 
also behaved but badly often wanting to turn Back, But his 
Canoe-mate Mathicot would not consent. 


gth Sunday. Wind variable Weather Clear and very mild 
thawed much. The Indians went away and the Sawyer for his 
Tent Read Divine Service. 

10th Monday. Calm cloudy Weather. The Carpenter and 
one Man making two Ladders for the Passages to the Upper 
Appartment of the House, One Man cutting up Firewood. 
William Tomison and William Grey went away to attend their 
Traps and to set up more; Sent two men to the Nets One of 
which is to assist the two spare Men at the Sawyers Tent in 
endeavouring to procure Fish by Angling and to remove some 
of the Nets to a Place about four miles below where they are 
at Present; I also sent William Walker with them to remain 
there, as I do suspect the two former Men have not exerted 
themselves hitherto, having killed only two Pike and one 
Trout: Whereas the Superanuated Indian lately here did 
maintain Himself, Wife, and three small Children by Angling, 
and Besides traded ten spare Fish with me. One Man 
returned from the Nets who with the Dogs brought home some 
Sturgeon. A few Boards and a Net taken up to mend. 

11th Tuesday. Calm cloudy Weather very mild small 
drizzling Snow at times, Snow last night. The Carpenter and 
one Man employed as Yesterday. One Man net mending & 
one Man sent to fetch Boards from the Sawyers. 

12th Wednesday. Wind variable clear Weather thawed 
much. The Man who was employed with the Carpenter sent 
to the Nets, No Success, He brought Home some Boards, Also 
two Fish Angled Yesterday by the spare Men at the Sawyers 
Tent having kept two more Fish there to serve themselves, 
They set one Net below Yesterday, I sent another to them to 
Day from here to set below; One Man employed net mending 
The other Man (Robert Davey) laying in with a sprained Foot 
making Pegs for the Carpenter. An Indian Arrived from 
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those who went away the 23d January bringing a trifle of Nis iy) 
fresh Deers Flesh, He pretends that they have killed no Beasts March 
which prevented my hearing from them sooner, and that they 
have subsisted chiefly on Rabbets. 

13th Thursday. Wind N.W. Weather most part Cloudy. 
The Indian went away. The Carpenter making conveniences 
in the House, One Man net mending, One Man making 
Wooden Pegs and one Man sent to fetch home Boards from 
the Sawyers. 

14th Friday. Calm clear Weather. Sent off Robert Davey 
to attend the Martin Traps; Sent one Man to the Nets who 
brought home two Sturgeon and left three Sturgeon to serve 
the Men at the Tent; He also brought one Pearch & Pike 
which with one of the Sturgeon were caught in the two Nets 
below: I sent another Net lately mended to be set tomorrow. 

15th Saturday. Wind East variable Weather. The 
Carpenter making Gates for the two Divisions in the Nard, 
And two Men cutting up Firewood. William Walker and 
two Men came from the Tent, the Sawyers having finished 
their Business, They brought home one Sturgeon one Pike & 
five Perch, caught in the Nets below. 

16th Sunday. Calm clear Weather thawed much. Two 
Young Indians arrived from those who went away last Sunday 
They brought some Provisions and a few Furrs, The Provisions 
I Traded, but the Furrs I stopped as part of a Debt due to 
York Fort. I gave them a Line to be forwarded to Mr. 
Marten & they again went away. William Walker returned 
for the Tent himself and the other three Men being to Angle 
for Fish and attend the lower Nets. 


Copy of a Note sent to Mr. Humpy. Marten 


CumBERLAND House 16th March 1777 

Goop Sir 
Two Young Men from the same Tribe lately Here 
have now arrived with a little more Provision which I have 
traded. They have also brought twenty made Beaver in Furrs 
which they say belong to Wappatunisk, These I have stopped 
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as part of his Debt to You. They are going off again 
immediately. 
I remain 
Good Sir 
Your most obliged & Obedient Servant 
MatrHew CockInG 


17th Monday. Wind West clear Weather. The Carpenter 
making Gates for the two Divisions in the Yard, One Man Net 
making, and three Men sent to the nearest Nets, They brought 
Home two Sturgeon, Also some Boards from the Tent. 

18th Tuesday. Wind variable clear Weather. The 
Carpenter and one Man making Gates. One Man net 
making, And two men cutting up Firewood. 

19th Wednesday. Wind S.W. clear cool Weather. William 
Walker came home with three Sturgeon three Pike and three 
Nemacoose a kind of Salmon or Trout, These with two 
Sturgeon one Pike and three Trout served to Himself and 
the Men with Him at the Tent are what they have killed 
this Week, All except the Sturgeon One Pike and the 
Tickameg being caught by Angling, He returned again for his 
Tent. 

20th Thursday. Wind North clear cold Weather. Sent 
three Men to the nearest Nets, They brought home one 
Sturgeon and a Net to mend, which [| directed them to take up 
intending to have it set below. 

21st Friday. Wind East Weather clear until the Afternoon 
then Cloudy with a little Snow. One Man Net mending, The 
rest with the Carpenter piling the roof Boards in a proper 
manner for Seasoning. 

22nd Saturday. Wind S.E. clear Weather, Snow last night. 
One Man employed Net mending The rest in Necessary Duty 
as on Tuesday. Willm. Walker and one Man came Home 
from the Tent, They brought some Fish; He informs me that 
Since the 19th they have killed with the Nets and with Angling 
three Sturgeon, seven Pike, five Trout, three Perch and two 
Tickameg. Two Indians Arrived from those lately here, They 
brought some moose and Beaver Flesh to Trade. Robert 
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Davey returned from the Traps with Twenty five Marten’s 
and one Jackash. 

23rd Sunday. Wind N.W. Weather clear until Noon then 
Cloudy with Snow & Drift. Traded with the Indians and 
they went away. Read Divine Service. William Walker and 
the other man returned for their Tent. I sent a net lately 
mended with them to set below in the room of one expended. 

24th Monday. Wind N.W. A Strong Gale cloudy drifting 
Weather; being very bad I did not send Men to the Nets. 
The Carpenter and one Man making Gates for the two 
Divisions in the Yard, Two Men net making. 

25th Tuesday. \Nind as Yesterday but less clear Weather. 
The Men employed as Yesterday; The Carpenter finished 
and hung the Gates in the Yard. 

26th Wednesday. ‘Nind S.W. clear Weather. Sent four 
Men to the Nets, who brought home five Sturgeon. The 
Carpenter making Frames for two Glass Windows, And one 
Man net making hinges for the same. Fifteen Basquio 
Indians with Women Arrived, (part of the same Tribe three of 
which came here the 16th December,) They brought Provisions 
and Furrs to Trade, and sometime after two Indians with 
Furrs from further on to the Southward, Also three Cawonitow 
Indians belonging to the same Tribe part of which came here 
20th December; these brought little or nothing with them. 

27th Thursday. Wind & Weather the same. Traded with 
the Indians and gave them some Presents as incouragement. 
I recieved 496 lb. of half dried Moose Flesh &c. which will 
serve the present Complement of Men ten Days; Also 130 |b. 
Beat Meat and 52 Ib. Fat, These together will serve four Days 
more: Likewise I recieved 140 lb. Beat Meat alone. In the 
Evening William Tomison and William Grey returned from 
their Traps with Eighty five Martins and one Quiquihatch; 
They Complain of their having been much troubled with 
Wolves and Quiquihatches which pulled down their Traps 
and destroyed several Martins, but would not take Baits in 
Traps fit for recieving themselves. 

28th Friday. Wind N.W. Weather Cloudy, with Drift first 
part afterwards Clear. The Indians went away. The few 
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Cowonitow Indians mentioned as part who arrived and who 
brought little or nothing with them; These I found came only 
to beg and seemingly with an impositious Intent; They 
brought Messages from several of their People, all requesting 
Supplies under pretence of their intending to go down to York 
Fort next Summer, what seemed some confirmation of 
imposition was one having sent for Iron work as part. I am 
well convinced that no Pedlers residing this Year in these 
Indians Country is the only reason of their having come this 
Distance at all; But few of these Indians have been at York 
Fort for some Years past as I have said in a former Journal, 
and even then the few that did Arrive, the Chief of what they 
brought were only Parchment Moose Skins (which the Pedlers 
would not then take), besides a few poor and seemingly refuse 
furrs; With these they used to Trade Brazil Tobacco and 
Iron Work, the only Articles they could not be Supplied with 
at home: Notwithstanding their being so poorly Gooded, they 
used repeatedly to recieve very large Presents, given with a 
good Intent of inducing them to behave better in future; But 
the Event showed that this was a fruitless Expence, For the 
Quantities of Goods they carried away not only enabled 
themselves to live Comfortably but also to Supply some 
others, for which they used to recieve either Furrs or other 
Goods in return; and these Furrs with what they killed 
themselves were generally all given to the Pedlers, except 
some refuse, which with a few Parchment Moose served to go 
down with again to York Fort, where they had only to say, 
that all the Indians they left had traded their Furrs with the 
Pedlers none being willing to come down except themselves, 
and that they had been sickly, or some other palpable reason 
as an Excuse for their bringing so little, And then to run upon 
a fresh Score. I do not presume to mean this as any reflection 
on former measures, Quite the reverse, For as the Company’s 
Affairs were circumstanced with regard to falling Trades The 
then only seeming probable means of retrieving them were by 
the above Methods. I am afraid of being tedious and 
presuming in what I have said, But if 1 am I hope the 
Anxiousness of doing my Duty will plead my Excuse. I did 
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give the aforementioned Indians Presents of Tobacco to carry 
to the respective Persons they mentioned, accompanying them 
with a message to the purport of my being very glad to hear 
of their intending to go down to York Fort next Summer, 
and accordingly had sent them those presents as incouragement, 
But that I could not afford to give them the large Supplies they 
had requested, for the great Expence in bringing up Goods 
Here &c. required that Natives should bring some Furrs in 
exchange for any considerable Supplies that they might want, 
But that if they took care of their Furrs and carried them down 
to York Fort they would there be rewarded according to merit; 
IT also gave them some Ammunition as a Supply to carry them 
back to their own Part. I have proceeded in this manner with 
these Indians from the reason as above given to them, and 
besides from a Conviction, that if I had complied wholly with 
their requests it would have been only an additional Expence 
without any good Prospect, For if the Natives can be supplied 
Here with necessaries wholly gratis they will bring no Furrs, 
and as to promises to carry them down to York Fort they are 
not to be depended on neither can they Trust their own 
resolutions; The only prospect of certainty is when they may 
be seen in Canoes on their way down. I sent four men to the 
Nets, they brought home seven Sturgeon, Also some Boards 
from the Tent. In the afternoon five Indians Arrived part of 
the same who were here the 23d January, They brought some 
Provisions and a few Furrs to Trade. 

29th Saturday. \Nind S.E. clear Weather. The Carpenter 
making Window Frames, Two Men net making and the rest 
cutting up Firewood. William Walker and one Man 
Home, they brought some Fish caught by Angling & in the 
Nets. 

30th Sunday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale first part with Drift 
afterwards milder clear Weather. Read Divine Service for the 
Day. William Walker and the Man with Him returned for 
their Tent, Indians went away. 

31st Monday. Wind variable clear Weather. William 
Tomison & William Grey went off to their Martin Traps, and 
Robert Davey for his Traps. The Carpenter employed 
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making Window Frames One man net making, and three Men 
sent to the Nets, but small Success. 

1st Tuesday. Wind and Weather variable a little Snow last 
Night. The Men employed, The Carpenter as Yesterday, 
Two Men Net making, One Man cutting up Firewood and 
one Man assisting the Carpenter, Two Families of Indians 
came in who propose to build Canoes Here, I traded a few 
Furrs from them. 

and Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday. Three 
Men sent to the Nets (Three Sturgeon) set a new Net in the 
Room of one Expended, brought home one Net to mend & 
the last of the Roof Boards from the Tent. 

3rd Thursday. Wind S.W. clear Weather. The Men 
employed as on Tuesday. The Carpenter finished the Window 
Frames and fixed them. I gave the Indians a Supply of 
Ammunition and they went away to endeavour providing 
themselves with Provisions, Robert Davey returned from the 
Traps with three Martins, He mentioned having seen four 
Swans flying on Monday. 

4th Friday. Wind & Weather the same thawed much. 
The Carpenter Sick. Two men net mending, One making 
Hinges for two Window Shutters, and two Men cutting up 
Firewood. 

sth Saturday. Wind variable Weather clear and at Noon 
Sultry. Sent three Men to the Nets, no Success, They set a 
Net lately mended and took up another to mend William 
Walker and one Man came Home from the Tent They brought 
home several Fish of Sorts They see Swans as they came Home. 

6th Sunday. Wind S.E. Clear Weather Read Divine Service 
About Noon Two Pedlers Men passed on their way to the 
Beaver Lake from the upper Settlement, They came up to the 
House and I met them without, offering them any Assistance 
they might want; telling them that I was obliged to their 
Masters for the favours shown to our Men last Fall and this 
Winter, and as such desired them to Acquaint their Masters 
when they should again see them, But that the ill Usage shown 
to Robert Longmore last Summer to the Northward prevented 
me at present from Asking them to come in; According to 
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their request I gave them a Supply of Provisions and a little 
Tobacco. They Answered to my enquiries that they had seen 
Robert Longmore and the Men with Him well as they passed 
their Settlement, That all their People are well and have plenty 
of Food; As to any thing further I did not chuse to enquire 
and they went away. 

7th Monday. Wind N.E. Clear Weather. The Carpenter 
recovered and at work making two Window Shutters, and one 
Man assisting him, Two Men net making, One Man (John 
Driver) Sick. In the morning sent off Robert Davey to his 
Traps and to put them down as He returns, The Season being 
over. William Tomison and Grey returned in the Evening 
with I'wenty-four Martins and one Quiquihatch. They have 
put down their Traps. 

8th Tuesday. Wind as Yesterday Weather Cloudy with 
Sleet. Sent three Men to the Nets, They set one Net lately 
mended; brought home eight Sturgeon and some Pike and 
Perch from the Tent; William Walker returned with them, 
whom I have ordered Home intending to employ him in 
Writing. 

gth Wednesday. Wind N.W. Weather cloudy with Snow 
& Drift. Four Basquio Indians arrived with a few Furrs to 
Trade; also two Indians from the Cedar Lake below, The 
Men employed, two cutting up Firewood, One making Belts 
for Hangers, One Net making & the Carpenter and one Man 
about necessary Jobs, John Driver yet Sick. Robert Davey 
returned from the Traps with three Martins. 

10th Thursday. Wind S.E. clear Weather. Traded with 
the Indians and those from below went away. The Basquio 
Indians yet Here. 

11th Friday. Wind N.W.a fresh Gale Weather cloudy with 
Drissling Snow. The Indians went away. Sent three Men 
to the Nets (three Sturgeon). One Family of Indians came 
they propose to wait here until the breaking up of the Lake. 
One Indian arrived from those who went away Hunting 
Pitching the 3d Instant, bringing fresh Moose Flesh which | 
traded. this Day I gave as encouragement to the Men who 
have been employed in Trapping during great part of the 
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Winter & Spring Vizt. To William Tomison 154 Beaver in 
Trading Goods as necessaries for Trapping forty-five Martins 
and one Wejack,! And to William Walker 10} Beaver for 
Trapping Thirty Martin’s and one Wejack: These in the 
first of the Winter. Likewise to William Walker and Robert 
Davey 37 Beaver in Trading Goods as necessaries for jointly 
Trapping One Hundred and fourteen Martin’s and two 
Jackashes, Also to William Grey 34? Beaver for his moiety of 
two Hundred & sixteen Martins four Jackashes and one 
Wejack: William Tomison who is entitled to encouragement 
for the other moiety chuses not to recieve his Gratuity at 
Present. 

12th Saturday. Nind North Weather most part Clear. The 
Indian who arrived Yesterday with Provisions went away. 
The Carpenter and one Man employed making a Press for 
Packing Furrs, One Man Net making, One making Belts for 
Hangers and two men cutting up Firewood. John Driver yet 
Sick His Complaint a Pluratic Stich in his Side. I have daily 
for his relief administered all the remidies in my Power. The 
three Men who have been Tenting abroad Fishing for sometime 
past came Home with the Nets &c. as I had directed them, 
They brought a few Fish. 

13th Sunday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Read 
Divine Service. 

14th Monday. Wind variable clear Weather. The 
Carpenter employed making a Packing Press. One Man 

1The fisher, Martes pennanti. See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, 
p- 351. Richardson, Fauna Boreali-Americana ... Part I, Quadrupeds, pp. 52-3, 
““.. Wejack, the appellation under which Hearne mentions it, is a corruption 
of its Cree or Knistenaux name, ofchoek, and the word Woodshock has a similar 
origin”. Richardson also stated that a “ considerable number of its skins are 
annually imported into England by the Hudson’s Bay Company, and exposed in 
their sales under the names of Woodshocks or Fishers”. Cf. H[udson’s] B[ay 
Company] Sf[eries], Vol. XI, E. E. Rich and A. M. Johnson (eds.), Copy-Book of 
Letters Outward Sc Begins 29th May, 1680 Ends 5 Fuly, 1687 (Toronto, The 
Champlain Society, 1948, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 
1948), p. 127, ‘““ In the Invoice you send home of goods shipt instead of Martin 
skins call them in your Invoice Vissers for Martins skins pay greater custome then 


Vissers & Vissers which you call Martins skins we alwaies tearme in our bookes 
e ” 
vissers. 
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making Belts for Hangers, One Man repairing the Scabbards, 1777 
One Net making, Three sent to the Nets, And three Men April 
felling a few Timber Pieces for enlarging the Provision Shed 
being too Small for any great Quantity. John Driver 
recovered and at Work. Six Indians Arrived from the Sweet 
Herb Lake below bringing fresh Moose Noses and half dried 
Beaver & Moose Flesh, they also brought a few Furrs but 
none belonging to York Fort Debtors. 

15th Tuesday. Wind East variable Weather. Traded with 
the Indians who came Yesterday. At Noon the family of 
Indians who lay here the first of the Winter arrived, Also one 
Family of Indians that had joined them; I traded a few Furrs 
and a little Provision from them. Three Men who were 
Yesterday at the Nets employed, One assisting the Carpenter 
and two Men clearing away Snow off the intended Garden 
ground. 

16th Wednesday. \Nind N.E. clear Weather. The Indians 
from the Sweet Herb Lake went away. 

17th Thursday. ‘Neather &c. as Yesterday. Three Men 
sent to the Nets, three Sturgeon and some other Fish, they say 
that the Ice is very weak near the Nets, three Basquio Indians 
Arrived with a few Martins to Trade. 

18th Friday. Wind West clear Weather. In the Morning 
all the Men employed carrying Home five Timber Pieces for 
sawing into Roof Boards for the Victualing Shed, and afterwards 
employed as on Monday. Traded with the Indians who 
arrived Yesterday. 

19th Saturday. Wind N.W. Cloudy cool Weather. The 
Indians who arrived on Thursday went away. Sent six Men 
to bring home all the Nets with which they returned, also two 
Sturgeon and two Pearch. We have killed since the Lake 
being froze over 396 Sturgeon, 105 Pike, 43 Nemaycoose (a 
fish resembling a Salmon Trout in Shape and Taste) 85 
Pearch, 94 Tickameg, 24 Suckers,! 5 Methy, or Burbot and 
one Ma’the’meg! a Fish much resembling a Cod in make and 
Taste. 


1 E.2/12, Graham’s “ Observations . . .” [1792], pp. 198-9, “ Namepith the 
Sucker (so called in Hudson’s Bay). We have two species of this fish ; the meat of 
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20th Sunday. Wind as Yesterday clear Weather Read 
Divine Service. 

21st Monday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Last Night 
two Indians Arrived from a Tribe of the Basquio Indians, 
They brought a trifle of Furrs to Trade Ammunition, they 
went away to Day; One of them told me that He had been 
during the Winter moving about in the plain Ground, and 
pretended that several of the Natives have as usual Traded all 
their Furrs with the Pedlers both Pigogomew and Assinnee 
Poetuck, and are again gone to War. He also informed me 
that some of the Southern Tribes of Indians had been up at 
the Pedlers Settlement, and particularly named the very men 
(Cowonitow Indians) who had sent to beg Supplies from me 
(as mentioned the 28th Ulto.) having some of them been at the 
Pedlers in the Winter and Accounts given of the residue soon 
intending to go, These had been Trapping within the Country 
as mentioned the 20th December. He said they propose to go 
down to York Fort next Summer, But he did not Suppose that 
they had any Furrs considerable left to take, except one Man 
may who had been verry successful having killed about one 
Hundred Beaver, besides some Wolves; He further said, that 
Accounts had been recieved of Several of the Sas’ah’now 
Indians also proposing to go down to York Fort, These are 
further on below The above Indians Country and if they have 


one is white when dressed, the other is red when dressed, & has several red spots in 
the skin ; this last species is called by the Natives Mithnamepith : Neither of the 
two are much esteemed for food ; they being very soft & full of bones : They are 
numerous in our Creeks & Rivers, and give no small trouble to fishermen by being 
caught in their nets. ‘The Learned Society in London found them both to be the 
species of Carp and unknown to them... Mathemeg, the Lake Cod. There 
are very plenty in the inland lakes, and are called by us fresh water Cod: They 
are fat, and so soft that none can be dried by the natives: It is about three feet 
long, and weighs from six to twelve pounds: It is grey on the belly ;_ brownish 
on the back ; has three beards on the lower jaw, the middle one longest : I being 
incapable to procure a specimen to the Royal Society, this fish 1s therefore 
unknown.” ‘The first sucker mentioned by Graham is identified by Mr. G. 
Butler as probably the white or common sucker Casastomus catastomus, but the 
other seems uncertain; conceivably Graham meant the northern or longnosed 
sucker, Catastomus commersonnit. ‘The mathemag is also inadequately described, 
but seems most likely to be the burbot, Lota /ota maculosa. 
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been Successful in Trapping may have Furrs To carry, on 
Account of their Distance from the Pedlers present residence. 
The Men employed, The Carpenter and one Man prepairing 
Wood for Paddles, One Man making & another meding 
Nets, One Man cleaning Guns, One making Belts for 
Hangers, One Man cutting Firewood and three Men siding 
Timber for enlarging the Provision Office. 

22nd Tuesday. Wind S.W. Clear Weather. Swans seen. 
The Carpenter and one Man employed as Yesterday, Two 
men sawing Roof Boards for the Provision Office, & the rest 
employed in necessary Works as Yesterday. 

23rd Wednesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. The 
Carpenter & one man employed making the packing Press, 
The rest of the Men employed as before. 

24th Thursday. Wind variable clear Weather. 

25th Friday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. 

26th Saturday. Nind & Weather the same. The Press 
finished, and packed twelve Bundles of Furrs. 

27th Sunday. ‘Nind West clear Weather. Read Divine 
Service. Two Young Indians brought a little fresh Beaver 
Flesh from those who went away the 3d Instant which I 
traded. 

282h Monday. Nind variable Weather first part Cloudy 
with Snow afterwards clear. The Men employed, Two in 
sawing Boards, One Net mending, two Clearing away rubbish 
from about the Stockades, & five Men employed at the Press, 
packed thirteen Bundles of Furrs. 

29th Tuesday. Wind N.W. Clear cool Weather. The 
two Young Indians went away who arrived on Sunday. 
The Men employed as Yesterday, Packed twelve bundles of 
Furrs. 

30th Wednesday. Nind variable clear Weather Packed 
sixteen Bundles of Furrs. 

1st Thursday. Wind South clear Weather Packed two more 
Bundles of Furrs and afterwards the men employed in 
necessary Works as before, finished sawing the Roof Boards. 
The coolness of the Weather prevent our having Canoes 
repaired as Yet. Two families of Indians went away, proposing 


Ty 
April 


May 


1777 
May 


142 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


to build Canoes at the little River just below here being more 
convenient for them. 

and Friday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Sent five 
Men Hunting who returned with one Swan & two Geese, 
The rest employed in necessary Works. Recieved two Swans 
from Indians. 

3rd Saturday. Wind N.W. Weather cloudy with a little 
Snow. The Men employed as Yesterday. Two Swans from 
Hunters. Sent one Man to examine Saskachiwan River 
He returned with Account of its being broke up in the 
middle, but that he supposed the Ice is not yet come down 
from above as the Ice is all yet remaining on the sides off 
Piere: 

4th Sunday. “Wind South clear Weather. Read Divine 
Service. The Indians some employed fitting up our Canoes 
(four) for going up the River Saskachiwan. 

5th Monday. Wind N.W. a Small Breeze clear Weather. 
Three Indians arrived from across the Lake to Trade a little 
ammunition. They say that two of their People (the Indians 
mentioned the 23d January) are building each a large Canoe 
for Us according to promise, Sent four Men hunting, They 
killed a few Geese, also recieved a few from Indians. One 
man net mending, One Man squaring Timber, and two Men 
employed in necessary Duty. William Taylor! laid up with 
a complaint of the Head Ache. The Indians some of them yet 
repairing our Canoes. 

6th Tuesday. Wind variable clear Weather. The Men 
employed as Yesterday, except the one mentioned to be ailing; 
also James Batt who is troubled with the same Complaint. 
The Indians finished repairing our Canoes. 


1 A.11/116, fo. 22, H. Marten tothe Governorand Committee, August 25,1777, 
“On the third of July, James Batt, and Wm. Taylor, arrived with goods from 
Inland ; this latter absolutely refused to return Inland, and gave several broad 
hints, that a kind of Combination, was entered into by some of the orkney-Men ; 
that they would stick up for 15£ pr. Annum; on my again asking him if he 
would go inland, he said he would not, ‘till he had conferred with his country 
Men ; On this I put him to an Allowance, of one pound of bread pr. day ; and 
struck him off of all duties, assureing him he would forfeit, all his Wages by his 
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7th Wednesday. Wind variable clear Weather. Sent ten 
men Assisted by two Indians to carry the Canoes across to 
Saskachiwan River, they returned about 10 oClock. James 
Batt recovered, William Taylor yet ill; He is recovered of the 
pain in his Head, but Complains of his being afflicted with a 
flux. 

8th Thursday. Wind N.E. Weather first part Clear 
afterwards Cloudy with a little Rain. A heavy Rain last night. 
Sent off William Tomison William Walker and five more men, 
Vizt. William Lutit,! William Grey Magnus Twatt,? John 
Driver and Mitchel Omen? to go up the River Saskachiwan to 
meet Indians above the Pedlers Settlements, and endeavour to 
induce them to to down to York Fort to Trade, or to come 
here:* I sent with them a large stock of Trading Goods for the 
above purpose, and to Trade with any Indians who may be 
unwilling to come down; four Indians went with them whom 
I have employed to assist in the Journey; I sent most of the 
remainder of the Indians, and all the men except myself and 
another also went to assist in carrying the Goods to the River; 
they Embarked about Noon except John Driver, who 
returned complaining of his being suddenly seized with 
violent stiches inwardly as He was carrying a Load, and there 
were no other fit to send in His room; One Man William 
Taylor being yet ailing as before, another Robert Davey has a 
slight Venerial Complaint upon Him, and a third Magnus 


non compliance, on the 15th he submitted, and returns Inland ; at his present 
wages of 6; and 40 Shillings gratuity ; he is very handy as a top Sawyer ; tho’ 
Farr from a compleat workmen.” 

1 For a biographical note on William Lutit (Lewtit, Loutit), see Tyrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 198n. 

* For a biographical note on Magnus Twatt, who was described by Humphrey 
Marten in 1776 (A.r1/116, fo. 14) as “a brisk young handy Man ” who could 
“ do many little Jobs in the Carpenters way ”, see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and 
Tareor; p. 237. 

* For a biographical note on Mitchell Omen, described by Humphrey Marten 
in 1776 (A.11/116, fo. 14) as “ Stout & Rough ”, see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne 
and Turnor, p. 237. 

*For the journal kept by William Tomison on this journey see Appendix, 
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Sclater is near recovered of the same disorder, a fourth Man 
James Batt is Weak and therefore unfit for such Duty, and 
the Carpenter (the fifth Man) will be wanted for doing the 
Necessary Works of the House. Notwithstanding the Men 
going now We are not assured that the Ice is Sufficiently come 
down from above so as they can proceed. Off here the River 
has been open in the middle some Days and only small bits of 
Ice coming down at times, but the Ice is yet remaining 
unbroken in places near the shores. Last year the River 
broke up on the 25th Ulto., and was soon clear of Ice coming 
down with a deluge turning the Current of the little Rivers 
that run into it near Here, back into the Lake, and as the 
Indians say always used to happen; and indeed some of them 
are of opinion on that Account, that the Principal Body of Ice 
must be yet to come down, Notwithstanding the lateness of 
the time, However fearing if We waited any longer that the 
Indians may come down to the Pedlers Settlements if the 
River should be sufficiently clear above obliges me to send 
now, more especially as there is little prospect of Danger if a 
Deluge of Ice should meet the Men, as they can be protected 
from it by retiring with the Goods &c. within the Wood on 
the edge of the Banks of the River; And if the Water should 
swell so high as to overflow there they can erect Stages for 
their preservation until the Water falls away again. 

gth Friday. Wind variable Weather part Cloudy and part 
Clear. The Carpenter & one man sawing Plank for making 
two new Doors to the House The present ones being in bad 
condition. One Man digging the Garden Ground, and two 
Men William Taylor & John Driver laid up as before. T'wo 
Indians Arrived from across the Lake, part of those mentioned 
the 23d January, they came to trade a little Ammunition. 

roth Saturday. Wind N.W. Weather first part cloudy 
afterwards Clear. The Men employed as Yesterday. The 
two Indians went away who Arrived Yesterday. 

11th Sunday. Wind S.E, Weather clear until the Evening 
then a fresh Gale and Cloudy. The Ice much broke up on 
the Lake, Read Divine Service. 

12th Monday. Wind as Yesterday a fresh Gale variable 
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Weather. Rain at times, a very strong Gale last night. The 
Ice much opened on the Lake off here by the wind. The 
Carpenter and one man partitioning off the Garden ground, 
One Man digging it and a fourth Net mending. William 
Taylor on the recovery; John Driver says his first Complaint 
has left Him but that he is in exchange afflicted with the 
Gravel. This Man I am lead Strongly to suspect has only 
pretended Sickness to prevent his being one of the Company 
Sent up Saskachiwan River; When he returned back as 
mentioned the 8th Instant pretending to be in great Pain, on 
examining his Pulse I could find no extraordinary Symtoms 
except what will happen to every Person in Health, his pulse 
being a little quickened by exercise; neither in his Visage 
either then or since has any alteration appeared as might be 
supposed to happen to any one who had continued in such 
great Pain as he pretended to be in: As I do not pretend to 
let Blood I did then & since administer to him such other 
medical assistances as were in my Power, but finding no effect 
from these, I did propose to employ an Indian to cup! Him 
After their manner. This Operation He was afraid to undergo 
notwithstanding his knowing that I myself had been cupped 
by an Indian for a Complaint a few days ago, On his being 
unwilling I did defer it for that time, but declared that if he 
continued ill He must for the reastablishment of his Health 
Submit to the Opperation: and this I do suspect is the only 
cause of his former complaint being changed to the Gravel. 
This man was generally supposed to sham Sickness to prevent 
his being sent Inland in the Year -75, as was noted by the then 
Chief and Council at York Fort, being the Surgeon’s declared 
opinion; And his late Sickness which commenced the 7th 
Ulto. and held for a Week, was supposed by myself and 
messmates to be only ficitious and a forerunner of the present 
supposed intended Deception for then (as now) He never lost 
his Colour or Appetite but obstinately continued to lay most 
of the whole time in bed, as supposed to prevent his being 
observed, pretending he was not able to sit up. Notwithstanding 

1 For a description by James Isham of the Indian method of bleeding see 


H.B.S., XII, 97. 
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the strong Presumption of deceit, as a Person of the Faculty 
might be supposed to be the only one fit to Judge of the 
Veracity of Bodily Complaints, I have not presumed to force 
him to follow my directions at these times, but treated him 
with Tenderness and indulged him with his own way However 
to prevent as much as I can others following his Example, 
and also to prevent any design He may have of inducing himself 
to be sent back to York Fort as a Sickly Person, I have resolved 
in due time to appoint him as one of the Persons to remain at 
the House when I may go down. 

13th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a fresh breeze at times clear 
Weather William Taylor recovered and employed, John 
Driver yet laid up. The Carpenter and one Man employed 
as Yesterday, One Man net mending; sent one man Hunting 
who returned in the Evening no Success, sent another Man 
off in a Canoe together with an Indian to endeavour to shoot 
Geese in Saskachiwan River, Two Indians arrived having left 
their Canoe in Saskachiwan River, brought little or nothing 
with them: They tell me that they came from the Place called 
Pusquatinow (i.e.) high bare ground—about One Third of the 
way between this Place and the Pedlers nearest Settlement; 
They say that the River has been broke up and clear of Ice 
above sometime, that little snow having fell last Winter up 
above the thaw made no great swell of Water to cause a deluge; 
that they were stopped with Ice on their way here off the 
Sturgeon River (about forty miles distant) which was then 
coming down, and they followed the Ice: They brought me a 
Letter from William Tomison whom they Left this morning 
Just proceeding from where the Letter was dated; A second 
Canoe who was accompanying them returned with our People. 


Coppy of a Letter recieved from Mr. William Tomison 


Saskachiwan River about 20 miles above 
CuMBERLAND House May 12th 1777. 

KiInD SIR, 
The Arrival of these two Canoes affords me the 
Oppertunity of informing You of our detainment occasioned 
by the Ice and bad Weather, which I am afraid will be 
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detrimental to our Trade. The 8th We paddled about eight 1777 
miles the gth we paddled about seventeen miles; at four May 
oClock we were Stopt the river being Jammed from side to 
side which made us return back five miles and there made a 
Stage for the Goods for fear the Water should overflow the 
Banks. William Walker, Magnus Twatt and Memeek- 
Athinnee have been employed killing Geese to preserve our 
dried Provisions. I conclude wishing You Health and 
Happinness and us a good Journey. 

I remain 

Dear Sir 
Your most obedient & Humble Servant 
WiLi1am TomIson. 


14th Wednesday. Wind variable Weather, Clear until the 
afternoon then cloudy with gusts of Wind at East Thunder & 
Rain. John Driver at Work. The Carpenter & one man 
finished the partition of the Garden ground, One man digging 
and clearing the same, One man net mending, and two Men 
preparing peices of Wood to fix the intended Roof Boards to, 
proposing for it to be put over the old one, this being the 
most probable method we can devise of keeping the inside of 
the House dry. One Canoe of Indians arrived (part of the 
same T'ribe mentioned Yesterday) they brought nothing, they 
met our people proceeding all well Yesterday; they say that 
four Canoes of Pedlers accompanied them being on their way 
from the upper Settlement and are gone down to wait below 
for the rest as usual: By these the Indians say they were 
informed, that two men sent to Trade from the upper 
Settlement had been plundered & murdered by the Natives; 
That our men formerly inland are residing with some Indians 
who are building Canoes a Considerable distance above the 
Pedlers upper Settlement. Two Canoes of Indians went off 
to Hunt Geese. 

15th Thursday. Wind N.W. clear Weather. The Carpenter 
making a flag staff, The rest of the Men employed as Yesterday. 
The Man with the Indian sent to Hunt Geese in Saskachiwan 
River returned with a few; They see the four Canoes of 
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Pedlers pass Yesterday, and say that eight more went down 
toxcday- 

ae Friday. Wind variable clear Weather. Traded some 
Geese from Indians. The Carpenter finished the Flag staff 
and it was set up. 

17th Saturday. Wind West variable Weather. The 
Carpenter employed in doing necessary Works, The rest of 
the men employed as before. Four Basquio Indians arrived 
here by Land having left their Canoes at the Entrance into 
this Lake being stopped with Ice which by the late winds is 
drove on this shore, they came to Trade & Beg a little Supply 
of Ammunition. 

18th Sunday. Wind & Weather variable rain at times. 
Read Divine Service. Indians daily trading a few Geese. 

19th Monday. Wind South clear Weather. The Basquio 
Indians went away. The Carpenter employed in Necessary 
duty in his way, One Man Gardening and four Men cutting 
up roots & clearing the Plantation round the works. 

20th Tuesday. Wind S.E. variable Weather. No Ice in 
sight on the Lake being drove by the Wind to the other side. 
The Men employed as Yesterday. 

21st Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday first part mild 
afterwards a fresh Breeze. I sent off two Men in an old large 
Canoe to set Nets in the little River just below here, I have 
directed them to attend them during the Night to prevent the 
Indians robbing them who are building Canoes there. A 
Canoe of Indians arrived to Trade a trifle of Furrs. 

22nd Thursday. Wind N.W. a fresh breeze at times 
Weather part clear and part cloudy. The Canoe of Indians 
went away who arrived Yesterday. The two men abroad 
returned with a few fish. The Carpenter Sick, Three men 
cutting up Roots to clear the Plantation. Three Canoes of 
Indians arrived from the Sweet Herb Lake, they are come to 
assist in carrying down Furrs according to Promise, they 
pretend to have been lately in want having expended their 
Ammunition. 

23rd Friday. Wind variable & Weather clear. The men 
employed as Yesterday in necessary Works. One Canoe of 
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Pedlers arrived and landed near; I went down and met 1777 
Frobisher and acknowledged my Obliagation to Him and his May 
fellow Traders for their kind assistances afforded our men, 
particularly last Winter; and that in return I should with 
Pleasure assist any of their People that might come our way; 
But that I was sorry to say the treatment shown to Robert 
Longmore last Summer prevented me asking Him to walk 
in; but if Isaac Batt (who was likewise present) chused to 
remain here I would recieve Him. Frobisher returned That 
the maletreatment shown to Robert Longmore was owing to 
his partner Henry, and that Isaac Batt came with Him 
intentionally to remain here.!_ He informed me that our People 
had reached the lower Settlement and were proceeding all well 
five days ago, and then I took leave of Him. Isaac Batt brought 
a large Canoe under his care, which was before mentioned to 
be Traded from the Indians last fall by Robert Longmore, 
and which I have recieved. 

24th Saturday. Calm clear Weather. About four this 
Morning Frobisher went off in his Canoe leaving Isaac Batt 
whom I have received. Isaac Batt informs me that two more 
Canoes accompanied them whom they left in Saskachiwan 
River on their way to those gone on before; that five Canoes at 
the upper Settlement are all at present remaining, these are to 
wait for what Indians are yet to come down from above; 
That Frobisher is going to the two Canoes in the Beaver Lake 
and from thence to proceed to meet the Pedlers from the 
Northward. Isaac Batt also informs me that the Pedlers have 
of late been but Scant of Provision; that they had indeed 
recieved a large supply during the Winter, but when the men 
returned to the Settlements in the Spring who had been 
Supported abroad by the Natives, Their Number was so 
increased that most of the Provision was soon eaten up. 
Isaac Batt confirmed the Account I had recieved the 21st 


1 The following note, in a contemporary but different hand, appears in the 
margin of the manuscript against this entry : ‘‘ Quere if frobishers bringing Isaac 
Batt to Our people to remain with them may not be done with a view to benifit 
himself by his information of our affairs whenever He shall again entice Isaac 
Batt into his service ”’. 
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Ulto. of the Cowonitow Indians having been at the Pedlers. 

25th Sunday. \Nind South a fresh Breeze clear Weather. 
In the morning twelve Canoes of Indians arrived from across 
the Lake, (those mentioned the sth Instant) Traded some 
furrs from them; They also brought two large Canoes built 
according to promise, and which I also traded. ‘Twenty 
Canoes also arrived from up the River Saskachiwan who 
generally reside in the Lakes in the Summer, These brought 
nothing with them; One of them brought me the following 
Note. 


Copy of a Note recieved from Mr. Willm. Tomison 
May 15th 1777 


Goop Sr, 

I have sent You a message for to take in charge 
a Canoe for Mameek-Athinnee, and that we have been 
delayed a little by his old ways of Proceeding, when we met 
with Indians. This day we proceeded on the Tracking ground; 
Twelve Canoes of Frenchmen gone by on their Journey down, 
commanded by Mr. Holmes.* 

Witiiam ToMIson 


26th Monday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. Traded 
some Furrs. The Carpenter and one man employed Making 
new Doors for each side of the House, One man Gardening 
& three Men clearing the Plantation. 

27th Tuesday. Wind East Weather clear and Sultry until 
the Evening then cloudy with Rain. Six Canoes of the 
Indians went away who arrived last on Sundy. The Men 
employed, four Packing a few drest Moose Skins, And two 
Men clearing the Plantation. 

28th Wednesday. ind variable clear Weather. The men 
employed as on Munday. I sent off for York Fort the three 
Canoes of Indians lately Arrived from the Sweet Herb Lake 
to carry down Furrs. In the Afternoon sent one Man with an 
Indian to set Nets for Fish. 

1 For a note on William Holmes, an Irish trader from Montreal, see Tyrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 121. See also Wallace, Docs. Rel. N.W.C., 
p- 458. 
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Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humphy. Marten 


CumBertanp House 28¢h May 1777 

Goop Sir, 

By three Canoes of North River Indians part 
of those who came up with us in the Fall, I have now sent two 
Bundles of Furrs, and five Bundles drest moose Skins and 
Tenting Contents as p. inclosed Account. Twelve men being 
at Present abroad I have none to spare to send with them, but 
I expect they will carry the Bundles with care. 

I have Sir given these Indians three Beaver in Trading Goods 
as payment for to carry each Bundle, being of the Computed 
weight and bulk of Thirty Beaver. 

On the 8th Instant I sent off in four Canoes, William 
Tomison William Walker and four more Men, assisted by 
four Indians to meet Indians above the Pedlers upper 
Settlement and to endeavour to induce them not to Trade with 
the Pedlers: I sent with them a considerable quantity of 
Goods to Trade with any Indians who may be unwilling to go 
down to York Fort or to come Here. The six men before 
inland I had directed to meet those I should now send up and 
obey such Orders as they should recieve from the Person in 
Charge. The backwardness of the Spring prevented me 
sending them off so soon as I could have wished; I have 
recieved accounts from them since of their being all well but 
much detained in their Passage by Ice and bad Weather. 

On the 23rd Instant One Canoe of Pedlers arrived from 
above on their way to the Northward, with these Isaac Batt 
also arrived, whom I have again recieved. Isaac Batt informs 
me that all the rest of the Pedlers are gone down except five 
Canoes who are yet remaining at the upper Settlement until 
the Indians are all Arrived from above, and then they are all 
to go down not chusing to leave any there, as the men left 
last Summer were much troubled by the Natives, and two of 
their men being murdered last winter who were sent from 
the upper Settlement with Goods to Trade: What Goods may 
be remaining are to be left under the care of some men either 
in the Ceder or Sea Lakes. 


So | 
May 
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Some of the Basquio Indians have promised to come here 
about the time Our men are expected from above; with these 
I shall send what Furrs I can under Mr. William Tomisons 
Charge, proposing myself again to wait for any Athopuskow 
Indians who may arrive, they are expected to come down 
much sooner than last Year: therefore as it will most probably 
be too late before our Men may Arrive from above to enable 
me to send then, I am necessiated to send presents under the 
care of one Man by two Canoes of Indians who are going that 
way purposely to meet them. I expect these Indians will be 
careful of the Man and Goods They have promised to return 
part of the way along with the Athopuskow Indians through 
a River on one Side of the Pedlers Settlement, to avoid passing 
near them. 

I conclude wishing a plentiful Trade to York Fort, Health 
and Felicity to Yourself and all under your Command. 

Remaining 
Good Sir 
Your most obliged & most obedient Servant, 
Matruew CockInG 


P.S. Please to remember myself & messmates to the 
Gentlemen of Your Table. I expect the Indian Wesippenum 
to arrive soon, whom I have in a former Letter mentioned to 
be indebted twenty Beaver to this Place; but if he should not 
come, please Sir to observe that his Debt is now only seventeen 
Beaver. 

29th Thursday. Wind North a fresh breeze clear Weather. 
The Carpenter and one Making the new House Doors, and 
two men employed in necessary works, with two Canoes of 
Indians I sent off Robert Davey to meet the Athopuskow 
Indians to the Northward up the River Missinnippee;* I sent 
with Him Eight Gallons of Liquor, also some other Trading 
Goods, part to be given as presents and the remainder to 
Trade Furrs with any Indians who may be unwilling to come 
Here. In the Evening the Man and Indian sent a fishing 
returned with five Sturgeon, and several small Fish, Ten 


1 J.e., Churchill River. 
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Canoes of Indians returned from above who generally Summer 
in the Lakes, They brought a triffle of Furrs which I traded. 
The Pedlers always Trading Liquor for Beaver as well as all 
other kind of Furrs, I have found it absolutely necessary to 
deviate from the Rule that has been long observed at York 
Fort so far as to Trade Liquor for some Beaver with Indians 
when they had no other kinds of Furrs to Trade; The Rule of 
not trading Liquor for Beaver may be followed at the 
Company’s old Settlements, because any other place of Trade 
may be too far distant to carry their furrs away; However at 
this place if an Indian cannot Trade his Furrs in such Articles 
as he chooses, He can in a short time reach some one of the 
Pedlers Settlements, or keep his Furrs to Trade with them as 
they pass; Besides there are some Indians who kill little or 
nothing except Beaver in the Furr way, and these must either 
have Liquor traded with them or else must have it given them 
Gratis, which would be an Expence more than this place could 
bear and would even then Answer no good purpose. Last 
Summer a Nackow Indian came across the Island from 
Saskachiwan River, telling me that He had left forty Beaver and 
fifteen Otters and offered them to me if I would trade them in 
Liquor, desiring that I would send Men to fetch them. I 
did offer to Trade Liquor for his Otters but not for the 
Beaver; He told me that he was not in want of any thing 
‘except that Article, and if I refused to Trade Liquor for the 
whole He intended to keep them to Trade with the Pedlers as 
they came down. I again offered to trade Liquor for the 
Otters and promised to give him great incouragment for the 
Beaver in any other kind of Goods he choosed, With much 
perswasion he seemed to Comply and went away making a 
faint promise to bring the Furrs himself but he dropped down 
the River and waited for the Pedlers below, with whom I 
afterwards learned He traded them for Liquor. Two Canoes 
of Indian Hunters from here then laying in Saskachiwan River 
see him pass with two large Bundles of Furrs in his Canoe, 
For the above reason and also the declaration at times of 
Indians, that if I did not chuse to Trade Liquor for Beaver they 
should be obliged to carry them away, I have occasionally 
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traded Liquor for Beaver. If I am deserving of censure for 
this Act it must be imputed to Error in Judgement, having 
done what I thought was best for the Companys Interest." 

30th Friday. Wind N.W. a fresh breeze until the Evening 
then calmer Clear Weather. In the morning sent off Isaac 
Batt with an Indian to attend the Nets. 

31st Saturday. Wind as Yesterday a fresh breeze clear 
Weather. Isaac Batt returned with the Nets and five Sturgeon. 
Six Canoes of Indians went away. 

1st Sunday. Wind variable clear Weather. Read Divine 
Service. 

and Monday. Wind N.E. A fresh breeze until Noon then 
calmer, when I sent off Isaac Batt assisted by an Indian to kill 
fish. The Carpenter and one man making the new Doors 
for the House, two Men clearing the Plantation and one man 
net mending. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind variable clear Weather The Men 
employed as Yesterday. 

4th Wednesday. ‘Wind & Weather the same. Isaac Batt 
returned with a few Fish. Six Canoes of Indians arrived from 
the Sweet Herb Lake (part of those who were here in the 
Winter) they came now to assist in carrying down Furrs 
according to promise. 

sth Thursday. Wind S.E. Clear Sultry Weather The 
Carpenter and his mate finished the House Doors. The rest 
of the Men employed in necessary Works as before. 

6th Friday. Wind West a fresh Breeze clear Weather I 
sent off the six Canoes of Indians who arrived on Wednesday, 
also four more Canoes whom I have engaged here, with 
Thirty-five Bundles of furrs for York Fort, under the care of 
two men, James Batt & William Taylor. 

Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humphy. Marten 

CuMBERLAND HovuseE 6th une, 1777 
Goop Srp, 
By six canoes of Indians who have arrived 
1 See Introduction, p. xxvi, and Morton, History of the Canadian West, pp. 


306-09, for the new practices in the matter of liquor imposed upon the Company 
by the Pedlars’ activities. 
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from the Sweet Herb Lake, and four Canoes belonging to 1777 
this part, I have now sent down Thirty-five Bundles of Furrs, June 
Contents as p. Account inclosed. I have also sent two men 
with them, James Batt and William Taylor. As I am 
uncertain what Number of Canoes will come to assist from 
Basquio, | am obliged to take the oppertunity to send what 
Bundles I can by every Indian that offers; I have at present 
forty Bundles left in hand, and these may be considerably 
increased with the Expected upland Trade. 

I do daily expect the return of our Men from up the River 
Saskachiwan, but as the keeping these Indians here is 
troublesome and expensive compels me to send them off 
immediately, and also the above two men with them, having so 
many Bundles and all Furrs. As I proposed in my last, I did 
send presents under the care of one man by two Canoes of 
Indians who were going to meet the AThopuskow Indians, 
They set off the 29th Ulto. 

I have paid these Indians the same as the others, three 
Beaver for every larger Bundle, and two Beaver for every 
smaller one, besides little Supplies of Ammunition &c. Our 
men are also provided with Ammunition and Tobacco for 
their Journey, also a little Supply of preserved Provision to 
provide against Accidents. 

The Indian Wesippenum who is one of the present 
Company has paid his Debt mentionend in my last to be due 
to this Place. 

As my Opinion of the necessity of an early Settlement being 
made up the River Saskachiwan, I have Sir inclosed an 
extract from the Journal for your perusal. 


I remain 
Good Sir 
Your most obliged & most obedient Servant 
P.S. I shall send the Matruew Cockinec 


Indent by William Tomison. 


7th Saturday. Calm clear Weather. The Men employed 
about necessary works. About Noon William Walker and 
five more men arrived together with one of the Indians who 
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went up with them; they came with some Furrs in three 
Canoes, one of them a large one built after the Pedlers manner 
by Robert Longmore. William Walker gave me the following 
Account of their proceedings; That on the 24th Ulto. being 
the 17th Day from here, they reached the Pedlers upper 
Settlement, having been much detained by Ice and bad 
Weather, And they proceeded about a mile above and Pitched 
a Tent on the opposite side of the River; They would have 
gone further on, but finding this a good Place of Rendezvous 
for Natives, and finding the Pedlers providing to embark 
Men and Goods in Canoes to proceed up with them, they 
therefore thought it best to remain there. On the 29th The 
six men before inland came down with sixteen Canoes of 
Indians six of them built by the Indians for our use, and one 
Canoe built by Robert Longmore for a larger Burden, as 
before mentioned; These Indians had but few Furrs with them, 
having been at the Pedlers before they built Canoes: However 
they traded what they had with our People and are at present 
remaining there. Seven more Canoes of Indians afterwards 
came down who had been at war and were seemingly well 
gooded, but they passed by refusing to Trade and went to the 
Pedlers. These were all the Indians they had yet seen except 
a few Sots laying at the Pedlers Settlement; The Assinnee 
Poet Indians who have to come down, were not arrived on the 
3d Instant, The day our men set off on their return, but were 
hourly expected; These are said by the Indians who arrived 
to be waiting until the Pedlers may go down, fearing that the 
Pedlers Liquor will induce them to expend their furrs there: 
That He (William Walker) and another man assisted by an 
Indian went in a Canoe and met the Indians some distance 
above; on near meeting, a Canoe of them came forward and 
asked weather they were frenchmen or Not, Them and the 
rest having their Bows bent and Arrows in readiness to have 
killed them, as they pretended if they had been French: 
Notwithstanding their pretences, an Indian arriving that 
Night who had been sent up by the Pedlers to meet them with 
a two Gallon Keg of Liquor, they recieved it and gave Him 
Furrs in return. William Walker informs me that the Master 
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Pedlers have paid them some visits, and were seeminly so very 1777 
obliging that there was no behaving indifferently to them; June 
They even offered the Use of one of their empty Houses, 
but this William Tomison prudently refused. I have recieved 
218 made Beaver traded by William Tomison and 134 
made Beaver traded by Robert Longmore in the Spring, 
Consisting wholly of Coat and Parchment Beaver and Wolf 
Skins. 

8th Sunday. Wind N.W. a Strong Gale Weather most part 
Cloudy, at Noon alittle Hail. Read Divine Service. 

9th Monday. Wind the same but less clear Weather. Sent 
two men with an Indian to set Nets for Fish, and the remainder 
Packing furrs. Fifteen Canoes of Basquio Indians arrived to 
assist in carrying down Furrs. One Canoe of Indians also 
arrived from above, they informed me that our People were 
near and expected to arrive tomorrow. They mentioned a 
report having been recieved of a Third Pedlers man being 
murdered by the Natives; The reason given for the Indians 
committing these cruel deeds are, that the Pedlers have traded 
their Goods at an exorbitant rate, particularly last Winter; 
The Natives having recieved little or nothing for their Furrs, 
and some of them have been beaten and otherwise maletreated 
when at the Pedlers Settlement. 

10th Tuesday. Wind variable clear Weather. The Men 
employed as Yesterday. The two men abroad brought a few 
Fish from the Nets and returned for them again. In the 
Evening Mr. William Tomison and all the Men with Him 
arrived; They brought 729 made Beaver, consisting of Coat 
and parchment Beaver and Wolf Skins, which with 218 made 
Beaver. before recieved, make 947 made Beaver recieved by 
the inland Expedition, in return for 493 Beaver in trading 
Goods expended there. They also brought 90 Ib. Fat and 
40 |b. half dried Buffelo Flesh traded there, also 86 Ib. Beat 
Meat and Fat mixed. A seasonable Help having only seven 
Days dried Moose Flesh & three Days Fat before in Hand. 
Robert Longmore had according to my directions to him when 
here in the Winter, provided some Provision in the Spring to 
bring down, but afterwards being in want they were obliged 
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1777 to eat itup. They likewise brought six large Canoes built as 
June before mentioned by Indians who were Tenting with our men, 
and which I have Traded. Three Canoes of Indians arrived 
with them from above, (Two of them Assinnee Poets) who 
propose to assist in carrying furrs to York Fort: Several 
Canoes of Indians also arrived with them from above who 
generally Spend their Summers in the Lakes, these brought 
Nothing with them. William Tomison informs me, that the 
Assinnee Poet Indians on their Arrival refused to proceed 
further, and traded some of their Furrs with Him, but much 
the greater part with the Pedlers. Except Bayonets He having 
but little Iron Work, Guns & Kettles, and the Pedlers having 
plenty to serve them; The Pedlers gave large presents, and 
traded very low, which obliged William Tomison to lower is 
intended Standard so as to undersell them: besides the 
emulation between him and the Pedlers, there were two 
different Interests among the Pedlers themselves, having on 
some differences seperated Partnership a while before. 
William Tomison also informs me; that the Pedlers have all 
come down from the Settlement and are gone past having 
accompanied Him part of the way. They mentioned that some 
of their People abroad with the Natives had not returned, also 
that they had heard of a Third man being murdered, but this 
wanted confirmation. Robert Longmore has informed me 
that in the Spring Accounts had been brought to them by 
Indians who had been in at the Pedlers Settlements, of the 
Master Pedlers having threatened to come with a Body of 
Men and murder the English and all Indians with them; and 
that in consequence thereof the Natives with them, were 
through fear proposing to decamp and not build Canoes; But 
one Indian declaring himself not afraid and his resolution to 
remain where he was, proposing to keep a good look out, The 
rest were by that means prevailed on not to remove: On the 
Master Pedlers being tax-ed with these reports, they all denied 
with great asseverations their having ever made such Threats; 
But that some of their men did threaten to murder Charles 
Isham, pretending to suspect that He by instilling bad 
Notions into the minds of the Natives to their prejudice had 
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been some cause of their fellows being murdered, and therefore 1 ey 
they begged on that Account that Charles Isham might be June 
kept out of the Way, declaring that they had not command 
over their men Sufficient, to prevent their doing what mischief 
they liked. The Indians are certainly great Lyers, having 
been often known to carry false reports between People of 
different Interests; but Robert Longmore says, that the above 
reports had been brought by several different Indians and from 
that He is lead to suspect that the Master Pedlers did realy 
make such declarations, for some sinister Intent either of 
causing the Natives to murder them themselves, or some other 
design, and that He did now as he came down declare his 
Opinion to that purport to the Masters Pedlers. William 
Tomison informs me; that He recieved no ill Behaviour from 
any Indians since his being away except from an Indian called 
Mameek-Athinnee (one of those employed to Assist in the 
Journey) He having seized William Tomison by the Collar 
and tore his Waistcoat down to the Bottom. This Indian had 
been guilty of ill Behaviour to me in the Spring when in 
Liquor, and for which I did cause him to be turned forcibly 
Out, a little while after on the same day as William Tomison 
was letting in an Indian at the Gate, This Man came up & 
seized hold of his Hair and Struck at Him, but William 
Tomison disengaged him and threw him down, from this time 
I had resolved never to show favour to or employ this Indian, 
but as William Tomison and William Walker were desirous 
to have Him to Assist in the Journey on Account of his being 
the most Active and had the best knowledge of the easiest places 
for Stemming the Current in the Passage up; and indeed the 
only one willing to go except the three engaged with Him, I 
did therefore on his seeming contrition and promise of future 
good Behaviour engage Him. I have paid this Indian for his 
Assistance according to agreement, Telling him That I will 
Trade any Furrs He may bring as from any other Indian in 
future, But that I have no further Service for Him on any 
other Occasion. 

11th Wednesday. Wind N.W. a fresh gale Weather 
variable Thunder and a little Rain. The Men employed 
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packing furrs. The Men abroad fishing brought some Fish 
and returned again for the Nets. 

12th Thursday. Calm variable Weather. The Men abroad 
returned with the Nets and a few Fish, finished packing Furrs. 
Paid the Indians to carry Bundles and gave a little Supply of 
Provisions to the men to be sent with them; also gave William 
Tomison a Supply of Ammunition and Tobacco for the 
Journey, likewise Ammunition & Tobacco to one Man who 1s 
going a seperate way. I have appointed six Men to remain 
Here when I may go away, Vizt. William Walker in Charge, 
Magnus Twatt, Robert Davey, Magnus Sclater, William 
Grey and John Driver. Robert Longmore and the Men who 
were with Him Inland, having been necessiated to part with 
several of their own necessaries to oblige Indians, I have 
therefore to make up their Losses Given Robert Longmore 
for himself and the rest some Trading Goods as necessaries in 
return. 

13th Friday. Weather as Yesterday, Six Canoes of 
Pigogomew Indians arrived with a few Furrs to Trade. These 
have Wintered to the Southward. I sent off 76 Bundles of 
Furrs &c. for York Fort by nineteen Canoes of Indians, under 
the care of Mr. William Tomison! and seven more men; These 
are going down the Sea Lake Track. Also sent off twelve 
Bundles of Furrs under the care of James Wass by three 
Canoes of Indians who are going down the Streight or Spruce 
River Track.? 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humphrey Marten 


CumBERLAND House 13th April, [sic] 1777. 

Goop SiR, 
The People sent up Saskachiwan River being returned, 
I have taken the first Oppertunity of sending down Furrs. 
The present Company Nineteen Canoes Indians and English 
have got seventy-six Bundles, Contents as p. Account; under 


1 Tomison’s journal of his journey to York Factory is in B.49/a/5, fos. 15—18d. 

2'The Minago (Cree Indian name meaning “ spruce ”) River track. For an 
outline of the various routes in use at this period, see Morton, History of the 
Canadian West, pp. 272-4. 
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the care of Mr. William Tomison and seven more Men, These 
are going down the sea Lake Track. I have now also sent 
Twelve Bundles of Furrs by three Canoes of Indians who are 
going down Menihague River The Pigogomew Indians 
Track; I have sent one Man with them: The Assinnee Poet 
Indian who left a Keg of Powder in Steel River in the Passage 
up last Summer is one of them; As it was left so near to York 
Fort, I have directed it to be taken down again Sir to you to be 
examined. I have also directed William Tomison to send 
Isaac Batt to look after the Goods formerly laid up in the Ceder 
Lake He being then present, Charles Isham as I am informed 
having looked in the wrong place last Summer in the Passage 
up. I shall now have no trade left in Hand, but six Canoes of 
Pigogomew Indians are now arrived with a trifle. 

I have appointed the following Person’s to remain at the 
House when I may sett off for York Fort, Vizt. William 
Walker in Charge, Robert Davey Magnus Twatt, Magnus 
Sclater, William Grey and John Driver: Such of them whose 
times expire next Year have given their resolves Vizt. William 
Walker is desirous to Contract for three Years at 25 p. 
Annum, Magnus Sclater, William Grey, and John Driver, 
each for three Years at 15£ p. Annum or Home; Robert 
Davey whose contract also expires next Year, is at present 
abroad. 

I have paid all the Indians now sent off three Beaver for 
every large Bundle, and two Beaver for every small Bundle. 

I have Sir inclosed the Indent of Trading Goods Stores &c. 
Which please to enlarge or lessen proportionally as You may 
find convenient. The present Indent I have supposed to be 
necessary for serving this Place and also men sent from it to 
Trade as hitherto; But if an early out Settlement is intended 
to be made, several of the Articles of Goods & Stores will 
require to be increased. 

The Pedlers have left all their Settlements up the River 
Saskachiwan above here and are gone past; but they have 
mentioned their intending to return to the lower one next fall. 
Mr. William Tomison & William Walker on their late Journey 
up have been very Active in endeavouring to prevent Indians 
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Trading there; I have recieved 947 made Beaver in Furrs by 
their Expedition, not a Skin of which would most probably 
have ever been brought to this Place or York Fort otherwise. 
I remain 
Good Sir 
Your most obliged & most obedient Servant 
MatrHew CockINnG 


14th Saturday. Wind N.W. a Strong Gale, Weather cloudy 
with a little Rain at times. The Men employed in Necessary 
Works. Traded with the Indians who arrived Yesterday. 

15th Sunday. Wind & Weather the same. Read Divine 
Service. Great swell in the Lake prevents the Indians going 
away. 
on Monday. Wind the same but less clear Weather. The 
Pigogomew Indians went away, Also most of those who were 
here before; the last intending to go to the Places for killing 
Sturgeon and also to hunt Moose, they Promised to bring in 
Provision as soon as they could procure it. The Men 
employed, One net mending, One doing little Jobs in the 
Carpenters way, One man employed in the Garden, And 
Robert Longmore assisted by one man preparing Wood Work 
for a Canoe in addition to some provided by him last Summer. 
Robert Longmore being unexpectedly prevented by other 
Works from providing Birch Rind to bring down from above 
for the Canoe, I have therefore engaged an Indian to fetch 
Birch Rhind for that purpose. 

17th Tuesday. Wind North a fresh breeze at times clear 
Weather. Sent William Walker with two men to set the 
fishing Nets and one man employed in the Garden, another 
assisting Robert Longmore, and a Third Net mending: 
William Walker alone returned in the Evening. The 
remainder of the Indians went off except part of the families of 
the two Canoes gone to the Northward as mentioned the 29th 
Ulto. I have been informed by Magnus Sclater and John 
Driver, that Andrew Garret the Carpenter (one of those last 
Sent down) did endeavour all in his Power to perswade any 
men whom I might appoint to stay after 1 should go down, to 
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declare against it; As an incentive telling them that any who 
should remain would certainly be in much danger from the 
attempts of Indians; And since the Account of the Pedlers 
Men being murdered was recieved, He has repeated this as a 
Proof; And that any men who might hereafter be sent up 
above to make a Settlement would most probably be murdered; 
John Driver further added, that Andrew Garret advised any 
who might be compelled to stay, to deny all Duty to induce 
them to be sent down. I have also been informed by Robert 
Longmore that when here last Winter from above, he was 
desired by Andrew Garret to perswade Isaac Batt not to come 
here or endeavour to return into the Companys Service; for 
if he did return He would certainly be sent to England for his 
breach of Contract, But Robert Longmore declined carrying 
any such message; When Garret said, He himself expected to 
be one of those who might be appointed to go up with Goods 
in the Spring and would then do his endeavours for that 
purpose. This Mans repeated attempts to do Mischief 
compels me to insert the above here, and also of my having 
often been informed of his private Attempts to infuse a Spirit 
of discontent into the other men: He is concious that is ill 
Behaviour when William Walker was in Charge last Summer, 
and last fall to me after my Arrival, deserves to be reported; 
And therefore as on that Account He expects not to be sent 
up again, He has malecontended-ly endeavoured to impede 
the Company’s Affairs: Since his ill Behaviour last fall he has 
seemed obedient to me, but privately made the above attempts, 
and obviously protracted his work whenever he happened to 
be in his ill Humours—Andrew Garrets ill Behaviour to me 
was on account of my having made an Alteration in the Watch 
Bill by erasing William Walker’s Name, this I did as he would 
be wanted for extraordinary Service to assist together with 
William Tomison in attending Indians Whenever they 
Arrived; The same Evening having heard Andrew Garret 
murmuring, I demanded the cause? When he told me that 
He would not work & watch when others were kept off and 
telling me He thought none had a right to be excused from 
Watching except myself: I did repeatedly tell Him that I 
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would excuse any one whom I chused from Watching, even a 
Labourer; and that I would compel Him to Watch and to do 
his Duty notwithstanding; When He repeatedly said He 
would not comply with my Orders; However he has not 
thought proper to keep his Word, being a cautious ill designing 
Person. Since the Writing of this, I have also recieved 
information, that through this mans Intreagues and 
Perswasions, Fish that had been caught in the Nets in the 
Spring were often set at large, particularly one day no less then 
ten Sturgeon being returned into the Lake: John Driver (the 
Person from whom | have recieved this information) says, that 
Mitchel Omen and Robert Davey were with him that day at 
the Nets, That Omen & Davey drew the Net whilst he held a 
Line fixed to the other end; that on observing them to return 
the fish into the Water He called to them to desist, but 
supposed they might not hear him being a fresh breeze of 
Wind from them; That He did propose then and Since to 
acquaint me, but was intimidated by Garret threatning that He 
Himself & the rest would do him ill offices if he did acquaint 
me. Magnus Sclater and John Driver have informed me that 
the whole of Andrew Garrets private discourses always tended 
to infuse discontent into the men, and that being fearful of 
causing continual disturbances, prevented their acquainting 
me at the times. 

18th Wednesday. Wind & Weather variable. The Men 
employed as Yesterday. A Canoe of Indians arrived with a 
little fresh moose Flesh which I traded, and they went away. 

19th Thursday. Wind East Weather Cloudy with some 
Rain. The Fishermen came Home with only three small fish, 
They left the Nets standing. 

20th Friday. Wind & Weather variable. Sent the two 
fishermen to remove the Nets to another Place. The rest of 
the men employed as before. 

21st Saturday. Wind N.W. clear Weather. ~The 
Fishermen returned with only one large Pike. 

22nd Sunday. Wind S.E. Weather first part Clear 
afterwards Cloudy with Rain. Read Divine Service. 

23rd Monday. Wind East Weather variable. Robert 
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Longmore assisted by one man providing Wood work for the 
Canoe, Two Men clearing the Ground round the Works, Sent 
two Men to the Nets who returned with three Sturgeon and 
four Pike; I sent them off again to attend the Nets to prevent 
the Indians robbing them. 

24th Tuesday. Wind East a fresh gale Cloudy Weather 
with small Rain most of the Day. 

25th Wednesday. \Nind variable Weather cloudy with 
small Rain. The two Fishermen returned, no Success, they 
brought home the Nets. 

26th Thursday. Wind West clear Weather. Robert 
Longmore with two men employed as before, One man Net 
mending and two men Digging in the Celler of the Victualing 
Shed so as the floor above may be lowerd, being too high above 
the Surface of the Earth. 

27th Friday. ‘Wind West Weather most part Clear. One 
man Net mending, Sent two men to Set Nets, and two men 
Assisting Robert Longmore who is setting up the Canoe, 
assisted also by the Indians. A Canoe of Indians Arrived with 
a little fresh Moose Flesh which I traded. 

28th Saturday. Nind variable clear Weather. The 
fishermen returned from the Nets no Success. In the Evening 
the two Canoes of Indians sent to the Northward with Robert 
Davey as mentioned the 29th Ulto. arrived; twelve Canoes of 
A’Thopuskow Indians Also arrived with them to Trade here, 
part of them those who were here last Year; Also some more 
Canoes Arrived met with near here, part of which are come 
according to promise to carry down Furrs and bring up Goods. 
Robert Davey gave me the following Account of their 
proceedings in the Journey, Vizt. That on the eight Day from 
here they reached the Pedlers Settlement in Missinnippee 
River to which all the Pedlers were removed from the Beaver 
Lake; Here the Leader contrary to his promise to me landed; 
the same day Robert Davey recieved three Messages from 
Frobisher desiring Him to come in, But he excused himself; 
The Next day Frobisher Himself came, and was so pressing 
for him to come in that He could not refuse any longer to 
Comply; Robert Davey accordingly went in, and partook of 
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a little food and a Pot of Liquor and then took his leave. On 
this Visit Frobisher offered Robert Davey any Assistance that 
He might want of Food &c. but which He excused himself 
from accepting, not being in want; Frobisher also assured 
Robert Davey, that none of their men should use Him ill, 
telling Him that He was Welcome to Trade any Furrs then 
that He could or when the Indians might come down, but that 
He Himself was not wanting to make his fortune immediately 
and therefore would enlarge so much in Presents as to prevent 
any Indians accompanying Him here, except one man might 
who was here last Year.((NB)) To this Robert Davey returned; 
that He thought their men had no right to use Him ill, and 
that He would do his best endeavours for the Interests of his 
Masters. The next day (being the tenth day from here), 
Robert Davey and his Company embarked, proceeding by 
Short Stages up the River The Indians Hunting as they went; 
On the fourth day They were overtaken by a Canoe of the 
Pedlers loaded with Goods, Frobisher being with them; and 
notwithstanding the Pedlers paddled briskly, they kept up 
with them and lay near them at Night; In this manner they 
proceeded four days more; when they met the Indians, 
Twenty-eight Canoes; but previous to this they the day 
before met a Canoe of Indians bringing a packet for Frobisher, 
and soon after Lewis Primo with others in one of their own 
Canoes loaded with Furrs, three more of the same, seemingly 
well loaded, arrived with the Indians; One of them a new One 
built for them by the Indians, two more those who went up 
last Summer, and the fourth one of the old ones mended up, 
which were said last Year to be expended. On meeting the 
Indians, every one landed and Frobisher immediately cloathed 
Robert Davey’s Leader & Wife and intoxicated him with 
Liquor, to prevent his exerting himself: However the Indians 
traded Robert Daveys Liquor, Tobacco, and some of the 
other Articles, some of them at the same time Trading with 
the Pedlers; The next morning Robert Daveys Leader invited 
the Indians to his Tent and smoaked with them, endeavouring 
to perswade them to come here to Trade; This was complied 
with by those now Arrived: The next day the Pedlers proceeded 
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on their return to the lower House, The Indians who had 1777 
traded with them returning for their own Country; Robert June 
Davey and those who proposed to accompany Him Also set 
off on their way here, when arrived near the Pedlers 
Settlements they crossed to the Opposite Side of the River to 
a Carrying Place they had to pass over, where they had landed 
their Furrs and were taking their Canoes out of the Water 
when they percieved a Pedlers Canoe coming across, when 
they embarked in the empty Canoes and went to meet them 
having left their furrs at the Carrying Place with Robert Davey 
alone. On meeting the Pedlers, after a little Conversation they 
all proceeded to the Settlement, and remained there that night; 
The next day the Indians returned again to Robert Davey as 
empty as they went, saying that the Pedlers would give them 
nothing without the Furrs were carried there, and accordingly 
they proceeded immediately on their way here, I have recieved 
175 made Beaver in Furrs from Robert Davey in return for 
73 Beaver of trading Goods expended by Him. what Goods 
remained He brought back. 

29th Sunday. Wind North a strong Gale Weather Cloudy 
with Rain at times. Trading Liquor with the Indians. 

30th Monday. Wind N.E. a Strong Gale with continued 
Rain. Smoaked and Traded with the Indians giving them 
Presents as incouragement. They inform me that Several 
Canoes of their Countrymen expended all the remainder of 
their Furrs at the Pedlers Settlement up Beaver River and 
went back, having traded great part there in the Winter; That 
most of those who traded with the Pedlers after they met 
Robert Davey (Sixteen Canoes) had but few furrs left, and 
therefore thought it needless to come Here, The last Account 
Robert Davey has confirmed, having observed only one man 
to have a quantity of Furrs ‘considerable, part of which He 
traded with Robert Davey for Tobacco. Two Canoes of the 
Indians now arrived are but poorly Gooded, saying that as 
they wintered near the Pedlers Settlement they had not 
discretion to keep their Furrs, notwithstanding the Pedlers 
having traded at an exorbitant rate; The rest of the Indians 
now Arrived were well gooded. I have traded 688 made 
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Beaver in Furrs which added to 175 mentioned to be recieved 
Yesterday from Robert Davey, make 863 made Beaver 
recieved by this Expedition, almost wholly Coat and 
Parchment Beaver. They had no Cats The Yeachithinnee 
Indians in friendship with them from whom they used to 
recieve Cats, having been at War and killed but few Furrs, 
but expect to recieve many of that kind next Year. These 
Indians are very anxious to have the Company make a 
Settlement in their Country, saying that no other method can 
prevent the Pedlers carrying away most of their Furrs. I[ 
have in my late Journal of the 2d of July inserted my Opinion 
of the necessity of the Company’s making out Settlements, To 
which I refer for particulars that are unnecessary to be repeated 
here. What has happened this Year seemingly proves that if 
the Company had convenience of Carriage to Transport their 
Goods, The Pedlers would soon be ruined; For the Company’s 
Goods may be traded at such a rate as to undersell them much 
in most Articles; and Yet produce so large an Overpluss 
above the Standard, as to considerably reduce the additonal 
Expence incurred by their Inland Expeditions: What little 
progress has been already made in the Company’s Inland 
affairs 1 am convinced has considerably affected the Pedlers 
Interests; for notwithstanding the Furrs acquired by the 
Company are trifHing compared to what they carry away; Yet 
in the Spring they are obliged to Trade so low and give such 
large presents as must greatly reduce their Profits. Of the 
Indians now here two were cloathed and with the rest of their 
Company had considerable Presents given them by the Pedlers; 
but they Traded nothing with them afterwards as I am 
informed by Robert Davey. The Leader whom I sent with 
Robert Davey is one of the Grass River Indians, mentioned 
last Year to be warring to the Northward and arrived late last 
Summer; On his way here he met the A Thopuskow Indians 
who had been here, and who declared their intentions of 
coming again with as many of their Countrymen as they could 
perswade to accompany them; And requested, He would meet 
them this Summer with Supplies of Ammunition, proposing to 
embark in Canoes and come here as soon as possible; This 
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compelled me to send all the Goods that could be sparede 19797 
under the care of one Man only, as mentioned in my Letter to June 
Mr. Humphrey Marten the 28th Ulto.: Indeed if there had 
been more spare men to send I could not have increased the 
Quantity of Goods; for the Stock obliged to be sent by Mr. 
William Tomison up Saskachiwan River, disabled me from 
sending more without distressing this Place, by leaving it 
empty (particularly Brandy and Tobacco), and by that means 
disabling the Person to be left in Charge from procuring 
Provisions after I may go down, If the Goods sent abroad 
should be all expended, Brandy & Tobacco being almost the 
only Articles which Induce the Natives to bring in Provisions. 
The Spring being so backward has retarded our Opperations, 
otherwise the men would have returned in time (as last Year) 
to send then. 

1st Tuesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. The men July 
employed packing Furrs—I have reprimanded Robert Davey 
for throwing away Fish (mentioned the 17th Ulto.) telling him 
I should report Him. In excuse He pretended that through 
Andrew Garrets perswasions together with James Batt He was 
induced to do it, and confirmed the Account I had before 
recieved of Andrew Garrets continually endeavouring to make 
the Men discontented; Notwithstanding this excuse is no 
extenuation of Davey’s Fault yet it is another proof of the ill 
designs that have been practised by Garret. 

2nd Wednesday. Wind & Weather the same until the 
Afternoon then less Wind with little Rain. The AThopuskow 
Indians yet detained here; We are also yet prevented from 
getting to the Nets. I am informed that the Pedler Frobisher 
with seven Canoes lay last Night at the Head of the little River 
below here, and is supposed to have proceeded down it this 
morning to Saskachiwan River, The Information was brought 
by an Indian who arrived here by Land last night and returned; 
Sent (as I suppose) to spy how matters went here: As the 
Pedlers had to come partly before the Wind on entering this 
Lake, is the reason of their being able to proceed in the late 
bad weather. 

3rd Thursday. Calm clear Weather. Sent two men to 
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fetch Home the Nets, who returned with four Sturgeon. The 
AThopuskow Indians went away. They are going another 
way back through a Streight but shallow Track. One of the 
Company, an Indian formerly belonging to this part being 
acquainted with that road did promise to guide them, 
However He changed his mind and is returned by the way he 
came, pretending he did not like the Shallowness of the other. 
The rest however (having recieved directions from Him by a 
Draught laid down in their manner) are gone that way, 
proposing to come here the same way next Summer to avoid 
seeing the Pedlers. 

4th Friday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday. The Men 
employed; Robert Longmore finishing the Canoe. It is fourt 
foot four in Length, Three foot four in Breadth and Nineteen 
Inches in Depth. One man net mending, Three men clearing 
the Plantation round the works and two men sent to set Nets. 
Paid Indians to carry furrs and Examined the remains of 
Trading Goods, Stores, and Provisions recieving a Recciept 
for them from William Walker.2 I propose to proceed 
tomorrow on my Journey for York Fort.? 

Errors Excepted 
Matruew CockINnG 


1 Cocking probably intended to write “ fourteen foot”. See Introduction, 
p. Ixviii, and A.11/116, fo. 23, H. Marten to the Governor and Committee, 
York Fort, August 25, 1777, “... Robert Longmore hath this year built a 
large Canoe, but being his first attempt is not so handy as required ”’. 

2 For an account of the trading goods sent to Cumberland House for outfit 
1776-77, see Appendix, p. 362. Of the returns from Cumberland House 
‘Marten remarked to the Governor and Committee on August 25, 1777 (A. 
11/116, fo.lzs)is © Che: Burrs collected iat Cumberland House this season, 
amount to 6162 made beaver, too great a Charge, to be trusted solely to Indians : 
who seldom are very nice observers, of whose property, it is they purloine, 
provided they can do it with impunity ; some of the furrs were not received at 
the Fort, ’till the fifth of August, tho sent from Inland early in the Spring, they 
were intrusted to Indians solely ”’. 

3 Cocking’s journal of the journey to York Fort is in B.49/a/5, fos. 19-21. 
He followed his usual route via Grass and Nelson Rivers and arrived at the 
Factory on August 3, 1777. On the arrival of the Company’s ship Prince 
Rupert on August 18, 1777, Cocking received a letter from the Governor and 
Committee dated May 14, 1777, in which they said : We are much Concerned 
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that your ill state of Health prevents your pursuing Our Intentions Inland We 
now Appoint you Master at Severn house and Direct you to give all necessary 
Advice & Assistance to Mr. Tomison who is Appointed to succeed you in the 
Conduct of Our Affairs at Basquiau ” (A.5/2, fo. 27d.). 


1778 
¥ 


A Journal of the most 
remarkable Transactions and Occurrences 
at Cumberland House from sth July 1777 

to 1st July 1778 
by 


Mr. William Tomison Master 


B.49/a/6. The title on p. 173 appears on the original vellum cover of this 
foolscap journal, which is a fair copy covering seventy-two folios. The 
remainder (fos. 73-88) is blank. The journal is summarised in Tyrrell, Fourna/s 
of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 53-6. 


By William Walker! 


sth Saturday. Wind Westerly a fine breeze, clear Weather, 1777 
at ten o’Clock in the forenoon Mr. Matthew Cocking July 
embarked for York Fort accompanied by eight Canoes with 
Thirty four bundles; left all in good condition and taken in 
Charge by William Walker, also one Canoe of Indians went 
to hunt Moose; The men employ’d in necessary duty about 
the House, in the morning the two Fishermen returned from 
the Nets with only one small Pike. 

6th Sunday. Nind South fine clear Weather; Read divine 
service; At noon arrived one Canoe with some fresh Moose 
flesh which I traded and they went off again. 

7th Monday. Wind South till Noon with hot Sultry Weather, 
and afterwards cloudy with squally rainey Weather; In the 
Evening one Canoe arrived brought some Moose flesh but it 
being a little tainted, I did refuse taking of it, being that we 
was stocked with a fresh supply of fresh Moose flesh the day 
before; Iwo Men digging the Scellor, two men went to look 
at the fishing Nets; return’d with two fish and one Man Net 
mending. 

8th Tuesday. Nind Southerly hot sultry Weather; but 
towards Evening cloudy with Thunder and Rain; the Canoe 
that arrived last Night went away; I sent two Men with them 
across the Lake with two Nets to kill Sturgeon as the Indians 
say they are very plentiful in a River there; at noon arrived a 


1 William Walker had spent three years on inland service and on July 25, 1777, 
wrote to the Governor and Committee (A.11/116, fo. 19): “I cannot help 
taking this Oppertunity to inform You of the Troubles & Anxities, that are 
undergone by your Servants on the Inland Service; especially those, who are 
anxiously bent to promote your Honor’s Welfare: many a hungrey belly, 
Toilsome days are endured with Patience, but this is the least, the fickle & 
Obstinate Dispositions of the Indians cannot fail of making every ones life 
uneasy, who has the conducting the Goods Up, & Down And it must be 
acknowledged the great increase of inland Traders greatly contribute to make 
them worse: When this is considered I hope your Honor’s will be pleased to 
confer on me something Adequate to these troublesome Duties and I will 
Acknowledge your Goodness with the warmest gratitude & most faithful 
services’. He added that he had rejected offers of {60 per annum “‘ besides 
Cloathing to the Utmost ” from the Pedlar Bruce. 
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Canoe of Cow-on-atow Indians who brought a few Furrs which 
I traded and promised he would come again in the Fall with 
some more of his Countrymen to accompany him. However 
I gave him all the encouragement this place could afford; John 
Draver laying in of a Veneral disease. Myself and one Man 
went and took up the Nets, had middling Success; and one 
Man employ’d about necessary duty about the House. 

oth Wednesday. Wind variable hot and very sultry the 
Indians that arrived Yesterday went away; the Men employ’d 
one Net mending and two digging the Scellor, our Tools not 
being fit for the Jobb make it very tedious. 

10th Thursday. Wind as Yesterday with Thunder & Rain, 
The Men employ’d as before; two fishermen that went away 
on the 8th Instant return’d with only one Fish, and saying that 
the place would be dangerous to venture to go to being that a 
storm should brake out upon them when paddling in the Lake 
on account of no place to put ashore on. 

11th Friday. Wind NWt. Cloudy hot sultry Weather, the 
Men employed, two in digging the Scellor, two in lowring 
the Victualing Shed floor, and one Net mending. 

12th Saturday. Wind NEt. Cloudy Weather with Rain; 
The Men employed, two in lowering the Victualing Shed 
floor, two digging the Scellor, and one Man John Draver 
laying in. 

13th Sunday. Wind NEt. Cloudy rainey Weather Read 
Divine Service. 

14th Monday. Wind NW a stiff breeze; cloudy Weather 
The Men employ’d two in laying sleepers for to lay the upper 
floor of the Victualing Shed, two Men digging and one Man 
making Pegs for laying the said floor. 

15th Tuesday. Wind NEt. sometimes clear othertimes 
Cloudy Weather with Rain; two Men employ’d working in 
the Scellor, one Man and myself setting three Sturgeon Nets 
about seven miles below the House; one Man doing odd 
Jobbs about the House, and one Man John Draver laying in 
with the Veneral disease; in the Evening one Canoe arrived; 
brought some Furrs from the Westward from a place called 
Y’ach,a,thinue River a place hard by their Country, and there 
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he as been remaining some years past; He is one of these 
lower Country Indians. 

16th Wednesday. Wind variable clear Weather; The men 
employed, two working in the Scellor, two Men sent to the 
Nets, and one Man still laying in. 

17th Thursday. Nind variable cloudy Weather, The men 
employ’d three in the Scellor, one man and myself went to the 
Nets had very poor luck only caught one Fish, in the Evening 
four Canoes arrived from the Southward brought a few Furrs 
being that there is no Pedlers dwelling above they where 
obliged to come here; the Furrs they brought being trifling 
where hardly worth their trouble, and the main Article they 
came for was the Tobacco; I was obliged to give them some 
small encouragement thinking they might come this way 
another time; they inform me that they think they will be 
some more of their Countrymen down this Fall with a supply 
of Provisions. 

18th Friday. Wind NWt. blowed very hard clear Weather 
The Men employ’d three in the Scellor and two Men sent 
to the Nets; the Indians that came Yesterday traded, being 
triffing what they brought was hardly worth their coming with 
so far; I was obliged to give them some little encouragement 
that they might come again. 

19th Saturday. Wind and Weather the same till noon then 
calmed and the Indians that arrived on the 17th Instant went 
away promising that some of them will be here again in the 
Fall with provisions; the Men employ’d two in the Sellor and 
two in cutting down Wood for flooring it, one Man laying ill 
as before. 

20th Sunday. Wind variable fine weather; Read divine 
service, at Noon arrived three Canoes brought a little Provision 
and got Drunk. 

21st Monday. ind variable fine pleasant Weather the 
Indians that came Yesterday traded what they brought and 
went away; the Men employed two in flooring the Cellar two 
in looking at the fishing Nets but very little Luck from them, 
and one Man smoak drying some Victuals for preservation, 
of what the Indians lately brought in. 
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22nd Tuesday. Wind Westerly a fine breeze most of the 
day but towards Evening blowed very hard with Rain, the Men 
employed two in flooring the Cellar, two aclearing the Yard 
and one Man drying Meat as before. 

23rd Wednesday. \Nind NWt. blowed very hard with Rain; 
the Men employ’d two a flooring the Cellar which they 
finished; two a doing necessary Jobbs in Doors. 

24th Thursday. Wind Westerly clear fine Weather; the 
Men employed; two in flooring the upper apartment in the 
Victualling Shed; two went to the Nets middling Success and 
one man laying by with a Veneral disease as before mentioned. 

25th friday. Wind NWt. a fresh breeze sometimes Cloudy 
othertimes clear; The Men employ’d two finished the upper 
flooring of the Victualing Shed; two a falling wood for drying 
against the Winter and one Man yet ailing. 

26th Saturday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze, prevented the 
People from going to the Nets, the Men employ’d one man 
doing odd Jobbs about the House, three men falling firewood 
as before and one Man ailing. 

27th Sunday. Wind Southerly clear moderate Weather 
Read divine Service. 

28th Monday. Wind Variable hot sultry Weather The 
people employ’d, One man doing odd Jobbs about the House, 
one Man cutting up fire wood, two Men at the Nets and one 
Man yet ailing as before. 

29th Tuesday. Wind variable a middling stiff breeze The 
Men employed one man doing odd Jobbs about the House 
two a falling firewood, One Man ailing as before, one Man 
and myself at the Nets, but very little Success. 

30th Wednesday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze, clear Weather 
The Men employ’d, one Man in doing odd Jobbs in the 
Carpentering business about the House; the rest falling of 
Firewood, at noon two Canoes arrived of Pi,go,go,mew 
Indians, brought a little Provision traded and went 
away. 

31st Thursday. Wind Westerly a moderate breeze clear 
Weather; The men employed, one in cleaning Pistols one in 
Cutting firewood, one in drying some Moose flesh and two 
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Men at the Nets who return’d with middling Success, four 
Canoes arrived brought a little Moose flesh. 

1st Friday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze Cloudy 
hot sultry Weather; The Canoes that arrived Yesterday went 
away; the Men employed three in falling firewood, one Man 
yet ailing and one Man doing Necessary Jobbs about the 
House; One Canoe arrived brought a little provision. 

2nd Saturday. Wind variable clear Weather; the Men 
employ’d two in falling firewood, two at the fishing Nets, 
return’d with very little Success, and one man John Draver 
laying in of a Veneral disease as before. 

3rd Sunday. WNind and Weather as Yesterday read divine 
service, the Canoe that arrived on Friday went away. 

4th Monday. Wind variable a stiff breeze, cloudy Weather; 
the Men employed two in clearing the Plantation of the 
Stumps of trees, and two at the fishing Nets, return’d without 
any Success; and one Man laying in as before. 

5th Tuesday. Wind variable a stiff breeze, sometimes 
Cloudy other times clear, the Men employed falling firewood 
and one Man Net mending. 

6th Wednesday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze with Rain The 
Men employed as Yesterday. 

7th Thursday. Wind NWt. blowed very hard with Rain 
till Noon, then calmed, when an Indian Canoe arrived loaded 
with Provisions, they traded and went away in the Evening; 
the Men employed doing necessary Jobbs within doors; In 
the Evening two Canoes of Cow,an,otow Indians arrived 
brought a few Furrs; twelve days coming here but there 
being no House nearer hand them that was inhabited, or else 
they would not have come this distance to have traded here. 

8th Friday. Wind NWt. a middling stiff breeze, sometimes 
clear other times Cloudy with Rain at times, the Men 
employ’d two at the fishing Nets, two a falling firewood for 
drying for the Winter use, Myself trading with the Indians 
and gave them some small presents as incouragement, being 
that they had come so far, thinking that it may be a means of 
induceing them and some of their Countrymen to come another 
time which they have promised; but I know very well that if 
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1777 the Frenchmen had been dwelling any way near hand them 
August they would not have come this Length. 

gth Saturday. Wind Southerly a fine moderate breeze, 
clear Weather; Three men employed falling firewood. One 
Man mending a fishing Net lately taken up and one Man 
smoak drying some meat, at Noon arrived nine Canoes brought 
some dryed and green Moose flesh which I traded. 

10th Sunday. Nind Easterly cloudy Weather read divine 
service. 

11th Monday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff breeze clear 
Weather till the Evening then cloudy with Rain; The men 
employed two at the Nets, one Net mending, one Wood 
falling and one smoak drying some Victuals for preservation; 
In the Evening four Canoes arrived brought a little dried 
Provisions the Indians that came on Saturday went away. 

12th Tuesday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze with Rain at times; 
The men employed falling firewood and one Man smoak 
drying some Victuals of what the Indians brought that came 
Yesterday. 

13th Wednesday. Wind Variable a middling stiff breeze 
cloudy Weather; The Men employed two in falling firewood, 
one making Wooden shovels and one Net mending. 

14th Thursday. ‘Wind Westerly moderate fine clear Weather. 
The Men employed two a falling Firewood, two at the Fishing 
Nets, but very little Success, and one man yet ailing as before 
mentioned. 

15th friday. WNind as Yesterday, Weather clear and sultry 
Two Men falling Firewood, two Men a hunting but got 
nothing only one small Duck and one man Net mending. 

16th Saturday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze 
clear Weather; The Men employed, two in falling Firewood 
and two at the Nets, one man yet ailing. 

17th Sunday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze clear Weather. 
Read Divine Service. 

18th Monday. WNind the same Yesterday clear Weather The 
Men employed falling Firewood. 

19th Tuesday, Wind the same as Yesterday but calmer 
clear Weather, the Men employed two in falling timber two 
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at the Nets and one Man yet ailing; at Noon arrived five 
Canoes lately come from War brought some Furrs which I 
denied trading for Liquor, except a little just for a small drink, 
because my Stock is small I am obliged to preserve it for 
Provisions, for as yet I have but a small stock considering the 
Season of the Year; The Indians that pitches here abouts have 
been almost Starving and but very indifferent Luck of Fish 
owing to the great Swell of Water in the Lakes; one Canoe 
arrived from the Factory brought three Bundles, and being 
that he was good man I gave him a small drink for his good 
Behaviour; He informed me of four Canoes accompanied by 
an Englishman and that they will arrive the day after to 
morrow. 

20th Wednesday. Nind variable clear mild Weather, The 
Men employed doing Necessary Jobbs about the House, 
myself and one Man buisy trading with the Indians that arrived 
yesterday; gave them some small presents as encouragement 
for coming and they promised they would come again. 

21st Thursday. Wind variable a fine clear day, the Men 
employed, two in falling Firewood and two at the Fishing 
Nets, but return’d without Luck; at noon arrived two Canoes 
of As,sin,nee Poet Indians accompanied by one Englishman 
Edward Lieutit' with five Bundles and one Keg of Powder 
from the Factory; I have paid the Indis. for their trouble; 
the Canoe that arrived Yesterday went away. The Goods 
seemingly all in good Condition; One Canoe that accompanied 
them from the Factory as not arrived. 

22nd Friday. Wind Westerly moderate fine Weather the 


1 Lutit left York Factory on July 17,1777. A.11/116, fo. 22, H. Marten to 
Governor and Committee, York Factory, August 25, 1777, “ I was obliged to 
entertain Edward Lutit; for one year at 18f: to go inland, with these [Stone] 
Indians, he having been three years in the Stone Indian Country is known by most 
of them, and understands their language, better than any Man in your Service, by 
his care I hope the goods will go up safe, and the Stone Indians (now engrossed 
by the Pedlars) be induced to trade at Cumberland House; or York Fort. I 
should not have advanced Lutit’s wages, had there not been an absolute necessity ; 
for so doing ; Wass being lame, and Wm. Taylor, too great a Coward, to manage 
Indians of this stamp.” See Morton, History of the Canadian West, pp. 275, 
278,280. 
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Men employ’d two at the fishing Nets, who returned with two 
Fish and two Men along with me opening the Packages that 
was brought the 19th & 21st from York Fort found all to 
answer the Invoice and in good Condition, but one Canoe that 
did accompany them from the Factory has not yet arrived; 
they parted in a Lake called the White Lake about five days 
paddle from here; the two that arrived Yesterday went away; 
Myself trading with an Indian that has been waiting for our 
people’s arriving from the Fort with Brandy, but now He has 
traded other kind of Goods, and is going away to morrow. 

23rd Saturday. WNind Variable moderate clear Weather, The 
Men employed two at the Fishing Nets; One Net mending, 
one getting Wood for hand barrows, and one Man yet ailing 
as before mentioned; In the Evening three Canoes of Beaver 
River Indians arrived brought a little Buffalo flesh; Fat and 
some Furrs, part of which I traded and they got drunk. 

24th Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, Read 
divine Service; Six Canoes of Indians arrived brought nothing 
but their Lumber, being most of them Superanuated People 
and Young Children, six tents of Indians upon our Plantation. 

25th Monday. Wind Westerly a fine breeze clear Weather; 
The Men employed cutting of Firewood; two at the Nets, and 
one Net making. 

26th Tuesday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday; 
the Men employed the same as before, In the night arrived two 
Canoes brought some Provision with them; I was obliged to 
recieve it all into the House; for the Indians that are laying 
about the House, are almost ready to eat them and their 
Victuals. 

27th Wednesday. ‘Nind Southerly, Weather cloudy with a 
little Rain; The Men employed three in cutting up firewood, 
two at the Nets, and one Man doing necessary Jobbs about the 
House; The Indians that arrived last night, traded what they 
brought and went away, At noon arrived seven Canoes, 
brought nothing, but only came to see what they could get for 
nothing, and to wait here for other Indians that might arrive 
with Goods from the Factory. 

28th Thursday. Wind NWt. a great tempest, the Men 
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employed three in Cutting up Firewood; two at the Nets, 
received 2 Sturgeon; eight Tents upon our Plantation. 

29th Friday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday The 
Men employ’d within doors, and one Man ailing with a 
veneral Complaint. 

30th Saturday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday, 
The men still within doors, not being fit Weather for them 
to work out, but it calm’d a little towards Evening, One 
Indian arrived, who came for a little Tobacco and inform’d 
me there was thirteen Canoes of Pi,go,g0,men Indians waiting 
at a carrying place till it calmed about a Mile above the House, 
in the Evening it calmed and they all arrived (thirteen Canoes), 
brought some dried Moose Flesh and Fat. 

31st Sunday. Wind Westerly a fine clear day, trading with 
the thirteen Canoes of Indians that arrived Yesterday, this 
day about 12 o’Clock my Liquor being ended and the Indians 
left off trading, the Leader belonging to this Gang being a 
great Man, I was obliged to launch out not to disoblige him 
and his followers; This Man has great power over the Natives, 
and I shall do my endeavour to gain him. This day towards 
Evening Mr. Joseph Hansom and the Men who accompanied 
him arrived all well eight Canoes two of which are not arrived; 
also Six Canoes of Bas,qui,a Indians brought some Moose 
flesh, which they traded and got drunk. 


By Mr. JosepH Hansom! 


1st Monday. Wind Westerly and Cloudy Weather. This 
day took a Survey of the Trading Goods, Stores, Provisions 


1 A.11/116, fo. 21, H. Marten to Governor and Committee, York Fort, 
August 25, 1777, “On the fifth of September [1776], the Churchill Sloop 
arrived with Joseph Hansom on board, on his coming on Shore, and being 
informed he was to go inland, to Assist Mr. Cocking, he seemed greatly 
disappointed, said he understood, he was appointed Second at York Fort, and 
absolutely refused to go inland, on this, I sent him back, being resolved to keep no 
person, that shall disobey your Orders. On the fifth of February, I received a 
penitential letter from him, beging pardon for what was passed, declaring his 
absolute submission to your will; and promising, that his future behaviour 
should be such, as to gain your Forgiveness, of this his first Slip; on the 4th of 
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&c remaining, and finding every thing Exact I took Charge of 
Cumberland House with all it’s Effects; the Indians that 
arrived on Saturday are still on the Plantation; The Men 
employed in drying the green Meat the above Indians brought. 

2nd Tuesday. Little Wind Variable and Cloudy Weather; 
The Indians on the Plantation preparing for going away to 
morrow; Sent two Men to take up the Nets for to be repair’d, 
who return’d at Noon with two Jack fish, two Carp and one 
Sturgeon, The rest of the Men employed in shifting the 
Provision; in the Evening three Canoes arrived with 
Provisions. 

3rd Wednesday. Calm till Noon and then a fine breeze from 
the NWt. The 13 Canoes of Pi,go,go,mew Indians set off 
for their own Country well pleased, and the Chief has promised 
to come down to Trade next spring, John Draver having the 
Veneral disorder Obliges me to send him down to York Fort 
by the Leader of the Gang that came up with me, He is unfit 
for Duty, and has been so for sometime; In the Evening one 
Canoe arrived with Provisions; The Men employ’d in drying 
of the Meat that came Yesterday. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humphrey Martin 


Dated CumBertanpd House 3rd Sepr. 1777 
Honp. Sir 

After a long and tedious Journey of Fifty three days; 

We arrived at Cumberland House with every thing safe two 
Kegs of Liquor excepted; We,as,A,thi,nue, and the As,sin,nee, 
Poets, arrived ten days before us with their Goods safe also the 
Keg of Powder left by the As,sin,nee Po,et, last Year, 
Sah,suck,yous, is not yet arrived with his Goods they parted 
Company inthe White Lake by bad Weather; but am informed 
by Natives that he is at Bas,qui,a, with the Goods, and that He 
is lame and not able to proceed, the first Oppertunity shall 


April he came from Churchill, and on the eleventh of July, he with 3 English and 
a party of Indians, sett off for Cumberland House, his behaviour at this place was 
exceeding good.”” For Humphrey Marten’s instructions to Hansom on leaving 
York Fort for Cumberland House and for Hansom’s letter to Marten en route 
dated August 6, 1777, see Appendix, pp. 356-8. 
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send a man and Indians off in search for him. Here has been 
Indians in with Provisions and some are dayly arriving, which 
puts me in hopes of a good Stock of Victuals; William Walker 
has given great encouragement for Provisions &c. On my 
Arrival I took a survey of the Trading Goods, Stores &c. but 
found no deficiency. Our present Stock of Food is dried 
Moose flesh 1344 lbs. beat meat 1041 lbs. Fat 407 lbs.; We 
have but very little Success in the fishing Nets. John Draver 
having the Veneral disease obliges me to send him down with 
this Man He being unfit for duty and has been so for some 
time; Here is to the Amount of four hundred made Beaver, 
which was traded by William Walker from the Pi,go,g0,mew 
Atha,pus,kow, and Grass River Indians, but cannot get any 
Indians to go down this Fall, and I cannot send any by the 
Bearers as their Canoe is small and four of them to go in her 
part of the Way; With Wishing You and all under yr. 
Command Health and Happiness, I remain 
Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
JosepH Hansom 


4th Thursday. Strong Gales from the NWt. and dark 
Cloudy Weather; the men employed in necessary duty about 
the House; William Walker and myself opening the Packages 
brought up by me and found every thing in good Condition 
excepting the Cloth which is rather damp on the outside." 

sth Friday. Little Wind Variable in the SWt. quarter and 
clear Weather; In the morning two Canoes of Upland 
Indians from the Buffalo Country also nine Canoes belonging 
to this place arrived with provision; I do not think the two 
Canoes of Uplanders would have come here, had there been 
any of the Canadian Traders up above, and they being in want 
of proper necessarys for the Winter, Obliges them to come to 
this Settlement: the Men employ’d as Follows, two Men a 
fishing, William Walker and one Man a hunting; the rest 
of the Men airing of the Cloth that received some Wet in the 
coming up, in the Evening three more Canoes arrived with 


1 For a list of the goods sent from York Factory to Cumberland House during 
outfit 1777-78, see Appendix, p. 363. 
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Provisions; also our Hunters and Fishermen, but had no Luck. 

6th Saturday. \Nind and Weather as Yesterday; the Men 
employ’d in airing our beat meat, and Cloth; Myself and 
Willm. Walker trading with the Natives; some of the Natives 
that has been laying about the House, set off for hunting also 
some that arrived Yesterday; In the Evening one Canoe from 
the Buffalo Country with Provisions and a few Summer skins 
to trade for Iron work; I gave them a little encouragement as 
they make great promises of coming here next Spring; 
Caught two Sturgeon in the Nets. 

7th Sunday. A hard Gale in the SWt. Quarter, with 
Thunder, Lightening and hard showers of Rain, performed 
divine Service; One Canoe arrived from U’Bas,qui,a, but 
brought nothing; they inform me that the Man belonging to 
Edward Lieutits Company remains still at U’Bas,qui,a, with 
the Goods safe. 

8th Monday. Wind Westerly and dark cloudy Weather the 
Indian that came Yesterday set off this morning; with him I 
have sent two Englishmen for the Goods which I hope they 
will find in good Condition; The Men employed in necessary 
duty about the House excepting two who went to the Nets 
but return’d without any Luck. 

gth Tuesday. A hard Gale from the NWt. and dark cloudy 
Weather; all hands employed setting up Wood that was 
falled this Summer; in the Evening an Indian came to the 
House, who informs me, that there are eight Canoes of them 
with Provisions about ten miles off, but cannot proceed any 
farther till the Wind abates. 

10th Wednesday. Almost calm till Noon and then a fresh 
breeze Westerly; The People employed in shifting and airing 
the Provisions; The Eight Canoes mentioned yesterday 
arrived, and traded some of their Cargo for Liquor; In the 
Evening the Natives being intoxicated where rather unruly 
because I would not comply with their request in giving them 
more Liquor gratis; On their arrival I presented them with 
some which I thought sufficient, but they being used so much 
to the great quantities given by the Canadian traders did not 
value it in the least, although they made no Complaint on 


SEPTEMBER 10-12, 1777 187 


receiving it; but when Indians are intoxicated in this part of 
the world the more they get the more they will crave; On 
their getting a Cup to much they began with threatening to 
cut down our Stockadoes; I then went out pacified them as 
much as possible and desired them to desist; but they being 
head strong dearing fellows stood up for the Cause, especially 
as we are but few at the House; They thought to frighten me 
out of it with their threats as they do very often to the Canadian 
traders (these People when in with one or two Canoes are 
often plundered of all their Effects, only for want of Menly 
firmness mixed with a little Condescension) to shew them then 
I disdain’d their ill humour I harrangued them in soft Words, 
desiring them to depart; otherwise it would be worse for them, 
as We always are ready to oppose any insults that may be 
offered to our Property, which certainly had the proper Effect, 
by all of them departing to their seperate tents; Magnus 
Twatt by sliping his foot between two Stones sprained his 
Ancle, which is swelled much, and | am afraid will be a great 
detriment to him when traveling. 

11th Thursday. Little Wind Westerly and fine pleast. 
Weather, two Men went and took up the Nets, as We have 
no Success in them lately, and I cannot spare Men to attend 
them, there being so many Natives on the Plantation, and but 
few hands at the House; the rest of the Men employ’d as 
Yesterday; the Indians trading and preparing for going 
away; in the Evening one Canoe arrived who informs me that 
the U’Bas,g,uia, Leader with his tribe and Englishmen will be 
here to morrow with Goods from York Fort. 

12th Friday. A stiff breeze Westerly and clear Weather 
The Men employed in necessary duties about the House; 
At Noon Mr. William Tomison,! Six Englishmen, and the 
U’Bas,qui,a, Leader with his tribe arrived (in all 17 Canoes 
with all the goods safe, except what was expended on the 
Passage up from York Fort, Viz. 16 Gallons of Brandy, 
Tobacco brazil 10 lbs; Powder, shot, &ca. also Robert 


1Tomison left York Fort on July 25 (B.239/a/74) before the arrival of the 
Company’s ship bearing the news that he was to succeed Cocking as chief inland. 
Longmoor left York Fort on August 9g. 
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Longmoor and Malchom Ross from up the North track with 
three Canoes, who informs me that he left the remainder of 
his Company yesterday, He expects they will be here to morrow; 
Robert Longmoor on his passage up expended 14 Gallons of 
Brandy, Powder, Shot, Tobacco &c. which Goods will be 
inserted in the Account book. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Humphrey Martin Pr. Mr. 


‘Tomison 


Dated York Forty 21st july 1777, 
SiR, 

It being thought requisite by the Chief and Council 
at York Fort, to have a temporary Settlement! erected at or 
near the Moose or Buffalo hunting Grounds for the 
Conveniences of procuring food and preventing the Indians 
from trading with the Upland traders, You are to give Mr. 
William Tomison (who now comes up with a large assortment 
of goods) all possible assistance to enable him to build the same 
Settlement; It will be proper to send with him Isaac Batt, 
with Powder, Ball &c. Magnus Twatt and as many other Men 
as can prudently be spared from Cumberland House, together 
with such Trading Goods, Stores &c. as the said Mr. William 
Tomison shall think necessary the sooner this Order is 
executed the better; I remain Sir 

Your Humble Servt. 
To the Commanding Humpurey Martin 
Officer at Cumberland House. 


1 A.11/116, fo. 31, H. Marten and Council to the Governor and Committee, 
York Fort, August 27, 1777, “ Your Trade at Cumberland House is 6162 made 
Beaver That of York Fort is 10404 ditto (cf. Introduction, p. xcili, n 1), This tho’ 
a small encrease will we hope be pleasing to the Honourable Board. Very few 
Wolves are caught at or near your Inland Settlements The Canadian Traders 
have a Trading Place upwards of fourteen days paddle or 350 miles above 
Cumberland House and They consequently nearly engross that Trade But as 
your Chief and Council have given directions for a temporary House to be erected 
450 Miles computed above your present Settlement We hope this Trade may 
be regained.” ‘The temporary house was not established during season 1777-78 


(see<p. 300,.ms 1): 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. Humphrey Martin Per Robert 


Longmoor 


Dated York Fort 9th August 17771 
Mr. JosepH Hansom. 
SIR 
Should Mr. Matthew Cocking not return to take 

Charge of Cumberland House in the Fall; You are to deliver 
the said House with every thing thereto belonging to Mr. 
William Tomison, Who we appoint Master of that Place till 
further Orders. 


VV erate Sif 
To Mr. Joseph Hansom Your Friends & Servant 
or the Master at Humpurey Martin, 
Cumberland House. MatrHew Cockinec. 


13th Saturday. Wind Variable and fine pleasant Weather; 
the Men employ’d drying some green Meat and doing other 
Necessary Jobbs, Mr. William Tomison, William Walker and 
myself opening the Packages that recieved some Wet in 
coming up, In the Evening the Six Canoes that Accompanied 
Robert Longmoor arrived also nine more with Provisions. 

14th Sunday. \Nind Westerly and clear Weather; trading 
with the Natives, and paying them off for bringing the Goods 
up; In the Evening nine Canoes arrived with Provisions. 

15th Monday. Wind in the NEt. quarter and dark Cloudy 
Weather; The people employed in shifting the Provisions 
into the out Office; at Noon four Canoes came but brought 
little with them; in the Evening another Canoe arrived from 
the Northward with Food; twenty tents of Indians on the 
Plantation. 

16th Tuesday. Little Wind Easterly and clear Weather the 
Indians preparing for going away; Sent two Men with Nets 
about ten miles off to fish, the rest of the Men employed about 
necessary Jobbs within doors. 


1 The instructions given in this letter do not appear to have been carried out as 
Tomison did not take command until April 10, 1778. Presumably until 
Hansom received confirmation he thought it possible that Cocking might arrive 
to assume command. See pp. 222, 224-5. 
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17th Wednesday. A strong Gale Northerly and dark Cloudy 
Weather, with small Rain at times, It blowing so hard the 
Natives cannot go off, all hands employed in falling Wood for 
Stockadoes; to enlarge a place to lay our Canoes up in the 
Winter time, and also in the Summer for Garden Ground. 

18th Thursday. ‘Wind and Weather as above; the People 
employed as Yesterday; some of the Natives going off four 
Canoes arrived from the Buffalo Country with Food Magnus 
Twatt lame. 

19th Friday. Almost Calm and fine pleasant Weather the 
People employed as Yesterday; some of the Natives still a 
going off; Ten tents of Indians on the Plantation. 

20th Saturday. Wind in the SWt. quarter and fine pleasant 
Weather; the people employed as before; the Fishermen 
return’d with 80 fine Tickameg; Received 15 Geese from 
Indians, the major part of the Natives are gone & but few on 
the Plantation whom I intend to employ in hunting Geese for us. 

21st Sunday. Wind Variable in the S.W. quarter and clear 
Weather; Performed divine Service, four tents of Natives 
on the Plantation. 

22nd Monday. Little Wind Variable and fine pleasant 
Weather; five men employed in cutting and sawing stuff for 
the Stockadoes, One Man making Wooden trunnels for ditto; 
the rest of the Men shifting the Provisions from the out 
Office finding it will not keep without on account of the damp 
Cellar below; Weigh’d our Stock of dried meat 3226 lbs. 
This day Robert Longmoor with Edward Lieutit, James Spence 
and William Flatt, set off for the Buffalo Country with a 
sufficient quantity of Ammunition &c. to supply them in the 
Winter; With Robert Longmoor I have sent a small 
assortment of Goods to trade 82 made Beaver also for to get 
large Canoes; He intends to build a large one or two with the 
help of the other Men; Isaa Batt also set off for the said 
Country accompanied with his Family; He has Ammunition 
&c. for his support in the Winter time also Powder, Ball, &c. 
to kill Buffalo for Food for our Men when they arrive there 
next spring, and has promised to get a large Canoe made. 
Rec’d four Geese from Indians. 


SEPTEMBER (23=20,°1777 Ig! 


23rd Tuesday. A strong Gale Northerly with Snow and 
Rain; The Men employed within doors making Wooden 
trunnels to fasten the Stockadoes; Weighed our Stock of 
beat meat 2924 lbs. Fatt 1720 lbs. and Pimmacon 100 lbs. 

24th Wednesday. ‘Nind more moderate and Cloudy 
Weather; the People employed as before; four tents of Natives 
on the Plantation laying Weather bound. 

25th Thursday. Nind Easterly with Frost and snow till 
Noon, in the Evening thaw and Rain; two Men sheev[ing] 


the bark of the Stockadoes to preserve them from the Worms 


two Men getting Gate posts for ditto, William Walker and 
one of the home Indians a hunting; who returned in the 
Evening with Six laughing Geese;! Magnus Twatt lame, The 
rest of the People employed in Carrying in the Remainder 
of the Palisadoes; Received 26 Geese from Indians. 

26th Friday. WNind Easterly and fine pleasant Weather The 
People employed as Yesterday, William Walker a hunting, 
return’'d with one Goose; one Canoe arrived with 150 lbs. 
fresh Moose flesh, Received 10 Geese from Indians. 

27th Saturday. Little Wind Easterly and Cloudy Weather; 
the Men employed as before; traded the Meat from the 
Indian that came Yesterday; all the Natives off the Plantation 
except a few Women whose Husbands are employ’d in hunting 
Geese. 

28th Sunday. Almost Calm with dark Cloudy Weather and 
showers of Rain at times; Performed divine Service; two 
Canoes of Indians arrived with Provisions Received from our 
hunters 15 Grey Geese. 

29th Monday. Wind in the NEt. quarter and dark cloudy 
Weather with Rain; The People employed within doors 
making Trunnels to fasten the Stockadoes; traded the Provision 
the Natives brought yesterday. 


1See H.B.S., XII, 122, and E.2/12, Graham’s “ Observations...” [1792], 
Pp. 49, ““ Sasasquepethesue, the Laughing Goose or White fronted wild Goose. 
This pretty fowl accompany the others spring and fall, and retire to the Northward 
to breed. The celebrated Pennant with his usual accuracy has described this 
bird, therefore it is needless to say anything farther then that they are not very 
numerous in these parts.” 
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30th Tuesday. Wind at NWt. and dark Cloudy Wear. with 
Snow and sleet at times; two Men sheeving of the bark from 
the Wood that is for Stockadoes; two Men making Gates 
for ditto; the rest of the Men pointing and Cutting them into 
Lengths ready for setting up; Mr. William Tomison, William 
Walker and myself opening the remainder of the Packages 
brought from York Fort. Received from one of our Hunters 
11 Geese. 

1st Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday and dark Cloudy 
Weather; The Men employed as Yesterday; two Tents of 
Natives on the Plantation, one Canoe arrived who informs me 
that four Canoes of Canadian Traders are at the little River 
about three miles below this; in the Evening the Master 
(Captain Tuite) and two of his Men came to the House who 
I asked in, and every respect used him kindly as becomes 
Englishmen one to another in this part of the World; They 
being very short of food was the reason of his coming here for 
to be supplied, and finding them realy in want | comply’d 
with his request and gave him about 20 lbs. of dried meat 1 
Bag of Pimmacon and one Bladder of Fat, which they was 
very thankful for, and Offered Payment for the same, but I 
told them the Honorable Hudson’s Bay Company did not 
desire any such payment, only if any of their Servants should 
pass their Way and be in need, hope they will Comply with the 
same favour Captain Tuite informs me there are seventeen 
Canoes gone up Sas,kash,1,wan and twenty more are coming.t 

and Thursday. ‘Nind Easterly and dark Cloudy Weather 
with a hard frost; The people employed as before. 

3rd Friday. Wind Easterly and dark Cloudy Weather with 
a sharp frost in the morning and thaw and Rain in the Evening; 
The people employed within doors about necessary Jobbs; 
one Canoe arrived from Sash,kash,i,wan, with a few Furrs, 


1 In his summary of this journal Tyrrell (fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 53) 
remarked on the above entry: “On October 1 Captain Tute called with four 
canoes, on his way to Beaver lake where he and St. Germain were to winter. He 
reported that seventeen canoes had gone up the Saskatchewan and twenty more 
were coming. ‘Tute was given a bag of ‘ pimmicon’ and other food. This is the 
earliest date on which I know of the word pimmicon being used .. .”. 
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and informs me of seeing some Canadian traders; On their 
passage down they had three more Canoes in Company, but 
meeting with them they got drunk, traded what they had and 
returned. 

4th Saturday. ‘Wind and Weather as Yesterday the people 
employed as before except two who I sent a fishing about 30 
miles off; traded the goods from the Indians that came 
yesterday. 

sth Sunday. Wind in the NWt quarter and dark cloudy 
Weather, with sleet and snow at times, performed divine 
Service. Received 10 Geese from one of our Indian Hunters. 

6th Monday. Little wind variable and dark cloudy Weather 
with a little Snow last night; six people employed in fitting the 
Stockadoes into the upper Ribbon ready for setting up, two 
Men setting Nets, two Men a hunting and fishing; William 
Walker also ahunting returned had no Success, where he was a 
hunting in Sas,kash,i,wan, he saw fifteen of the Canadian 
traders Canoes on their passage up; they spoke him and 
informed him of two more Canoes being behind; and two 
more they left a[t] U’Bas,qui,a, to Winter there, so that now 
they have intirely surrounded Us, Viz. four Canoes at the 
Northward, two at U’Bas,qui,a, and up Sas,kash,i,wan, 
thirty-six, four Canoes of their Indians that are employed in 
hunting for them came past us, One Canoe arrived with 
provisions, Magnus T watt lame. 

7th Tuesday. Nind in the NWt. quarter and dark cloudy 
Weather, the people employed as before; The fishermen 
returned brought 9 Geese and 8 Ducks but no Success in Fish; 
Two more of the Master Traders came to the House Messrs. 
Pond! and Bruce, The former was up Sas,kash,i,wan, last 
year, the latter Wintered at U’Bas,qui,a, in the Year 1773 and 


1Peter Pond (1740-1807 ?) from Milford, Connecticut. He gained his 
early experience in the fur trade on the upper Mississippi and established the first 
post in the Athabaska country in 1778. For accounts of his life and work see 
H. A. Innis, Peter Pond, Fur Trader and Adventurer (Toronto, 1930); C. M. 
Gates (ed.), Five Fur Traders of the Northwest (Minneapolis, 1933), pp. 1-66 ; 
Wallace, Docs. Rel. N.W.C., p. 492; and Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and 
Turnor, passim. 
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now are both bound for up the River, they inform us of three 
Canoes belonging to the Traders being lost in coming in. 

8th Wednesday. A strong Gale in the NWt. dark cloudy 
Weather; The people employed as Yesterday. 

gth Thursday. A Gentle breeze Westerly and clear Weather, 
Mr. William Tomison and one Man set two Sturgeon Nets, 
also brought from our Nets before set 12 fish; Magnus 
Twatt still ailing, the rest of the people employed setting up 
the Stockadoes. 

10th Friday. Almost calm and fine pleasant Weather; 
William Walker and one Man ahunting, two Men sent to the 
Nets and return’d with one Sturgeon and eight other small fish; 
Magnus Twatt at work within doors; the rest of the people 
setting up the Stockadoes. 

11th Saturday. A fresh breeze Westerly and Cloudy 
Weather. The people employed as yesterday. Received nine 
Sturgeon and twelve Tickameg from the Nets. 

12th Sunday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather more clear 
performed divine Service; William Walker and the Man 
returned from hunting with 13 Geese and 11 Ducks; Seven 
Canoes of Indians arrived with a little Provision they inform Us 
that some of the shoal Lakes are almost frose over; We have 
not seen any Ice along shore as yet. 

13th Monday. Wind variable and fine Weather the people 
employed as follows, five Men Inland, six at work with the 
Palasadoes; two Men making trunnels for the same, two 
attending the fishing Nets, received two Sturgeon, three perch, 
and thirty two Tickameg, William Walker and one Man 
ahunting; some of the Natives that came Yesterday I have 
employed to mend our Canoes that is fit for service to be in 
readiness for the Spring. 

14th Tuesday. Almost calm the first of the day the latter 
part a stiff breeze Northerly and clear Weather; the people 
and Natives employed as Yesterday; Received from the Nets 
two Sturgeon 20 Tickameg and three perch. 

15th Wednesday. A strong Gale in the NEt. and dark 
cloudy Weather, the people employed in putting up the last 
of the Stockadoes, and turning up the Earth for garden ground 
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next Summer; received from some of the Natives whom I sent 
ahunting five Geese and 24 Ducks. 

16th Thursday. A strong Gale in the NEt. quarter with 
snow and Sleet alternately; the people employed as Yesterday; 
Malcolm Ross ailing with a sore throat and swelled Gums. 

17th Friday. A stiff breeze from the NEt. and clear cold 
Weather with snow upon the ground also Ice along shore; 
The people employed setting up the Winters feuel; William 
Walker and the Man returned from hunting with 19 Geese 
and 19 Ducks; he informs me of the small Rivers being 
almost frose up; Received from our Nets 3 Sturgeon, 30 
Tickameg and 3 Perch; William Tayler sick, Malchom Ross 
on Duty; in the Evening saw a fire on the Point about 14 
mile off. 

18th Saturday. A strong Gale from the NWt. and clear 
cold sharp Weather; The Lake frose about half a mile from 
the shore, The men employed as Yesterday: This day three 
forlorn Women and four Children came to the House in a 
starving Condition, they had only one Man to support them 
and he died about ten days ago; these are the people that made 
the Fire the last night. 

19th Sunday. Wind and Weather as before performed 
divine Service. 

20th Monday. Little Wind variable and Cloudy Weather 
with frost; The Lake frose about a mile from the shore; We 
have four Nets set and cannot get to them; Magnus Twatt 
overhauling the Trading Guns; William Walker a hunting, 
return’d without any Luck; William Taylor sick; The rest 
of the people employed setting up the Winters fuel. 

21st Tuesday. Little Wind Easterly and dark cloudy 
Weather, inclinable to snow; The people employed as before; 
William Taylor on duty. 

22nd Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday; the 
people employed as before Mr. William Tomison went to the 
nighest Nets and returned with 8 fish and took up the other 
Nets, the ones that are set out in the Lake he could not get at. 

23rd Thursday. Wind in the NEt. quarter and cloudy 
Weather, in the Evening some snow fell; two Men Net 
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making; Magnus cleaning the Trading Guns; the rest of 
the Men setting up the Winters Wood. 

24th Friday. WNind Notherly a strong gale with snow last 
night and to day till Evening; The people employed within 
doors opening the lashing of the bales to make Oakam to calk 
the outside seams of the House, also shifted the Powder, The 
Lake full of Icy gluss. 

26th Saturday. Wind as Yesterday but more moderate: 
Weather cloudy with Snow at times; five Men cutting of 
firewood, two Men clearing the snow out of the upper 
Warehouse (that drifted thro’ the upper Works) and stopping 
the holes that are most Visible to keep the Snow out; Magnus 
Twatt overhauling the Trading Guns, two Men Net making. 
One Man Magnus Sclator laying by with the Veneral disorder; 
Mr. William Tomison and William Walker a hunting and 
setting Rabbit snares; The Lake seemingly is fast. 

26th Sunday. Little wind Easterly and Cloudy Weather; 
frost in the Evening and morning, but thaw at Noon 
day. 

27th Monday. Little Wind Variable and fine pleasant 
Weather with thaw all the day, the people employed as 
follows; five Men Inland, Mr. William Tomison and two 
Men cut out the Sturgeon Nets, in the Evening returned with 
fourteen Sturgeon Weighing 254 lbs. William Walker a 
hunting and snareing Rabbits, two Men making Nets; 
Magnus Twatt who acts as Carpenter doing necessary Jobbs 
within doors, One man Magnus Sclator ailing with the 
Veneral disorder, the rest of the Men setting up the Winters 
fuel. 

28th Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, Mr. 
William Tomison went round his Snares and return’d with 8 
Rabbits and 4 Pheasants, William Walker and myself went 
round some snares but had no Success; the rest of the Men 
employed as Yesterday. 

29th Wednesday. Wind variable in the SEt. quarter and 
Cloudy Weather with thaw; Sent two Men to cut out one of 
our Nets that was set in the Fall, but could not get it whole on 
account of the Water overflowing and frose it under, the rest 
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of the Men employed as before Received four Rabbits from 
Mr. Tomison’s snares. 

30th Thursday. Almost calm and fine pleasant Weather 
with a continual thaw; Sent two Men to the Sturgeon Nets, 
but returned without getting nigh them as the Lake is broke 
open nigh hand where they are set; two Men digging a trench 
to fix two upright Posts in the ground for to be supporters for 
the press that packs the Furrs; two men making of Sturgeon 
Nets; two Men a hunting along shore, in the Evening 
returned with nine partridges and one Rabbit; Received four 
Martins from Mr. Tomison’s traps. the rest of the Men 
employed in cutting of Fire Wood; Magnus Sclator bad with 
the Veneral disorder. 

31st Friday. Calm and cloudy Weather; in the Evening a 
small shower of Rain with a beautiful Rainbow stretching from 
North towards East; The people employed setting up the 
Winters Wood; the poor starved Natives, that came on the 
18th Instant went away hauling with them one of their 
Canoes to cross the River Sas,kash,i,wan, it being not frose 
and no Ice to be seen in it; they intend to proceed for the Hill 
at U’Bas,qui,a where they are in hopes of finding some of 
their Relations; William Walker a hunting he informs me 
that the River below Us is quite open, he saw Swans, Ducks, 
&c; The Lake being so weak, we cannot get to the Nets, 
occasioned by the late thawey Weather. 

1st Saturday. Little wind Easterly and fine pleasant 
Weather; two Men Net making Mr. William Tomison with 
four Men cut down pieces (for uprights for the Furr press) 
and haul’d them home; William Walker and one Man a 
hunting from whom I received one duck and three partridges, 
They saw plenty of Geese, Swans &ca. but could not get nigh 
them; The rest of the Men employed at the House about 
necessary duty; Magnus Sclator sick. 

and Sunday. WNind variable in the SEt. quarter and Cloudy 
Weather with thaw; Read divine Service in the Evening one 
Indian man and family came to the House and brought a little 
half dried Meat to trade; He informs me that the four Canoes 
of Canadian traders that are mentioned on the first Ulto. are 
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put up at the Beaver Lake to Winter there; He was employed 
in hunting for them, but he left them Clandestenly some time 
ago. 
5 3rd Monday. Wind and Weather as yesterday The people 
employed as follows; two Men making of Nets two Men 
mixing of Mudd for to repair the Chimneys Magnus [watt 
employed within doors; Magnus Sclator bad with the 
Veneral disorder; the rest of the Men setting up the Winters 
fuel. 

4th Tuesday. A strong Gale in the NWt. quarter Weather 
cloudy and drifting; with sleet and Snow last night; One 
Man repairing the Chimneys; the rest employed as Yesterday, 
Mr. William Tomison and William Walker attending their 
traps and snares; Received three Martins and two Rabbits 
from the former. 

sth Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday the Weather more 
moderate clearer and freezing; Mr. William Tomison and 
two Men attempted to go to the Nets but could not get at 
them, it being not frosed where they are set; one Man a 
hunting returned with 1 Rabbit & 2 Partridges; the rest of 
the Men setting up the Winter’s Wood. 

6th Thursday. Wind in the NWt. quarter, Weather clear 
and freezing; The people employed calking the seams of the 
upper Works of the House; Mr. William Tomison and 
William Walker attended their traps and snares; Received 4 
Martins and 4 Rabbits from the former also 1 Martin and 1 
Rabbit from the latter. 

oth Friday. A strong gale in the NWt. Weather clear with 
a ground drift and freezing hard; the People employed as 
Yesterday; Magnus Sclator still bad with his old Complaint. 

8th Saturday. \Nind and Weather as Yesterday: Sent Mr. 
William Tomison and three Men to the Nets returned with 
20 Sturgeon which were three days allowance for all hands: 
An Indian Man and two Women came to the House, who 
informs me of his having a preserve of provisions for Us; 
which he intends to bring in as soon as he can haul; there 
being not a sufficient quantity of snow on the ground at present; 


The rest of the Men employed cutting of fire Wood. 
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gth Sunday. Little Wind variable, Weather clear and 
freezing, performed Divine Service. 

10th Monday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather cloudy with 
snow at times, in the Evening Rain and Sleet; Sent William 
Walker and three men to the Nets, returned with three fish; 
two Men making of Nets; The rest of the Men (except 
William Lieutit who is sick) cutting of firewood Magnus 
Sclator on duty; The Man that came on Saturday I have 
trusted a little debt, and he has set off, with him I have sent 
Charles Isham who is to return with the same man and Family 
bringing provisions as soon as they can get hauling with 
Sledges; Received two Martins from Mr. William Tomison’s 
traps. 

ee Tuesday. A strong Gale from the NWt. Weather 
cloudy and drifting; The Indian Man that came on the 2nd 
Instant is gone off a hunting for Us; with him I have sent 
one Man for to help him in case he should meet with Success; 
The people employed picking Oakham within doors, William 
Lieutit sick. 

12th Wednesday. Wind as yesterday the Weather clear and 
freezing hard; Mr. William Tomison and three Men went to 
the Nets and returned with three Sturgeon; One Man calking 
up the North door; two Men Net making the rest of the Men 
employed within doors about necessary Jobbs; William 
Lieutit something better. 

13th Thursday. Wind variable in the SEt. quarter and 
Cloudy Weather with light showers of snow at times The 
people employed as Yesterday; The Indian man that went a 
hunting and Robert Davey returned but met with no Success; 
He found the track of three Moose which he traced for some 
time till finding the Man that went away on Monday had 
started them. 

14th Friday. Little Wind from the NWt. and dark cloudy 
Weather, with drizzling snow at times; Sent William Walker 
and three men to the Nets to set another one which are four 
now that are down; they returned but with little Success; 
Two sawing Slabs off the uprights for the press; two Men Net 
making, one Man calking the outside seams of the House, two 
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Men employed within doors about necessary Jobbs William 
Lieutit on duty. 

15th Saturday. Nind as yesterday Weather Cloudy Two 
Men Net making; One Man repairing old Sledges to be ready 
for use; Mr. William Tomison making snow shoe frames; 
William Walker a hunting; the rest of the Men setting up the 
Winters fuel. 

16th Sunday. A stiff breeze from the NWt. Weather clear 
and cold, performed divine Service; the Indian man and 
Family that came on the 2nd Instant pitched away ahunting 
for Us. 

17th Monday. Wind Easterly and Cloudy Weather The 
people employed as follows; five Men Inland since the fall, 
One Man to the Northward with Indians; Two Men Net 
making; one Man repairing old Sleds; Mr. William Tomison 
and three hands sent to the Nets, returned with five Sturgeon 
and two Pike; William Walker setting up Martin traps; four 
Men cutting Fire wood; Received one Martin from Mr. 
Tomison’s traps. 

18th Tuesday. Wind in the NWt. quarter clear and cold 
two Men Net making; Magnus Twatt who acts as Carpenter 
repairing the old Sleds, The rest of the Men setting up 
Firewood; Received four Martins from Mr. Tomison’s traps. 

19th Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, Sent 
three Men to the Nets, returned with two Sturgeon, two Men 
making Nets; one Man chopping and Squareing uprights for 
the press, the rest of the Men setting up Firewood; William 
Walker returned from setting up his traps from whom I 
received two Martins. 

20th Thursday. Nind as Yesterday Weather Cloudy two 
Men Net making, Magnus Twatt at work with the press the 
rest of the people setting up Firewood. 

21st Friday. A strong Gale from the NEt. and cloudy 
Weather; William Walker and three Men sent to the Nets 
returned with three Sturgeon, two Men Net making, two Men 
sawing, three Men cutting of firewood; Mr. Tomison attended 
his traps, returned with three Martins. 

22nd Saturday. Wind NWt.a strong gale Weather snowey 


NOVEMBER 23-28, 1777 201 


and a great drift, two Men Net making Mags. Twatt doing 
necessary Jobbs within doors; The rest of the Men cutting 
firewood; Received three Martins from William Walker’s traps. 

23rd Sunday. WNind as Yesterday Weather clear above with 
a low drift. 

24th Monday. Little Wind in the SEt. quarter and fine 
pleasant Weather; The people employed as follows: 5 Men 
Inland, one Man to the Northward with Indians, William 
Walker and three Men I sent to the Nets, returned with Six 
Sturgeon; Magnus Twatt who acts as Carpenter at work with 
the Upright posts for the Press, Mr. Tomison, Myself and 
the rest of the Men shifting the Provisions into the out Office, 
finding it dries too much in the upper Warehouse. 

26th Tuesday. Wind as yesterday Weather Cloudy and 
thawing much; two Men Net making; Magnus Twatt 
employed as Yesterday, three Men clearing the Warehouse 
and securing the goods from the Water that drops from above; 
the rest of the Men cutting Firewood; Received one Martin 
from Mr. Tomison’s traps. 

26th Wednesday. Wind in the SEt. quarter and clear 
Weather with a continual Thaw; Mr. Tomison and three 
Men went to the Nets and return’d with seven Sturgeon; two 
Men a hunting from whom I received 19 Partridges, The rest 
of the Men employed as Yesterday. 

27th Thursday. Little Wind variable, Weather clear and 
freezing; Two Men Mending the old Nets Magnus Twatt 
employed as Yesterday; the rest of the men covering the roof 
of the North side of the House with old Leather to prevent the 
snow from drifting into the upper Warehouse. 

28th Friday. A fresh breeze Westerly, Weather cloudy with 
thaw, William Walker and three Men sent to the Nets, 
returned with two small Sturgeon, two Men mending the old 
Nets, Magnus Twatt as before, the rest of the Men cutting 
firewood; Received two Martins from Mr. Tomison’s traps; 
Our Indian hunter that went away on the 16th Instant came 
to the House who informs me of his killing three Moose, and 
that most of the flesh is at or nigh his Tent; Where I shall 
send the Englishmen to morrow for it. 
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29th Saturday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday Magnus 
Twatt employed as before, Magnus Sclator Net mending; 
William Oman cutting of firewood; The rest of the people 
gone for the Moose flesh as mentioned yesterday. 

30th Sunday. Wind as yesterday, Weather clear and 
freezing a little; The people that went yesterday for the 
Moose flesh returned with 220 lbs. They inform me that the 
River Sas,kash,i,wan, is breaking up again and the place where 
they crossed last night is intirely gone, they were obliged to 
cross two miles below where they did Yesterday; Malchom 
Ross not going the same path that the other people went, He 
fell into the River and with much difficulty he got out again 
upon some strong Ice. 

1st Monday. Little Wind Westerly and clear mild Weather, 
Mr. Tomison and the three Men that was home on Saturday 
went to the Nets and returned with 14 Sturgeon, 1 Trout, 4 
Perch, and 2 Tickameg, One Man hunting and setting Rabbit 
snares; The rest of the Men that was fetching the Moose 
flesh, have this day to rest themselves; Received one Martin 
from Tomison’s traps. 

and Tuesday. Wind Northerly with light showers of snow 
at times; two Men Net making; Magnus Twatt employed 
about the packing press, two men about necessary Jobbs 
within doors; One man twisting Oakham the rest of the men 
calking the seams of the south side of the House Mr. Tomison 
and William Walker attended their traps but had no 
Success: 

3rd Wednesday. Wind in the NWt. quarter, Weather clear 
and pleasant; The people employed as Yesterday One Indian 
hunter also two Na,ka,wa,vouck, Indians with their Familys 
arrived at the House brought a little Moose flesh; At Noon 
one of the Canadian Trder’s Men came to the House in a most 
pitiful Condition; He understanding a little of the Indian 
Language informed me of the purport of his Journey fourteen 
days ago he set off from their upper Settlement,! with an Intent 


1 T.e., Sturgeon Fort, at Setting or Sturgeon River. See Tyrrell, Fournals of 
Hearne and Turnor, pp. 53-4- 
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to see his Brother who is one of Mr. Ross’s! Men at Bas, qui,a, 
about two days Journey from this place, he had proceeded on 
his Journey two thirds when on crossing the River, the Ice 
being weak he fell in and lost the whole of his necessaries fit for 
such a Journey Vizt. Guns, Blanket, Shoes, Provision &ca. 
and had almost expended the Blanket coat that was on his 
back with making shoes for to walk in; On his Arrival he told 
me he had not, nor had any thing for to eat these four days past 
except three pair of old shoes made of thin Horse hide, which 
he found at one of their encampments in the Fall of the year 
going up these he kept for a preserve In case he should not 
find this place; He had no shoes for to secure his feet from 
the Severity of the Weather, only Blanket socks; nor had He 
any Cloathing suitable for such an Undertaking, if this Season 
had been as severe as I have known it to be He certainly must 
have perished, but the Weather being mild favoured him 
greatly; in short a mere Object of pity indeed; I have taken 
him in and shall fit him out with a few triffling things fit to 
accomplish his Journey such as shoes, Leather, Provisions & ca. 
(as humanity dictates me so to do) and shall set him away again 
as soon as possible; He informs Me that all the Masters are 
at their old Settlements they were at last year and are all 
entered into one General concern as formerly, but that they 
have no Stock of provisions as yet. 

4th Thursday. A stiff breeze Westerly and sharp clear 
Weather, William Walker and four Men I sent to the Nets; 
returned with 13 Sturgeon, two Men Net making; Magnus 
Twatt mending the Gates that are split with the Frost, the rest 
of the Men cutting of Firewood. 

sth Friday. Little Wind Variable and Cloudy warm 

Weather, two Men Net making; the Carpenter as yesterday 
Mr. Tomison and William Walker attending their traps; 
from the latter I received two Rabbits; the rest of the Men 
employed in necessary Jobbs about the House. 

6th Saturday. Little Wind Easterly and cloudy warm 

1 John Ross, who was shot and killed by a Canadian early in 1787. See 


Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 394n., and Wallace, Docs. Rel. 
N.W.C., p. 496. 
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Weather, Mr. Tomison and three Men sent to the Nets, 
returned with five Sturgeon; two Men Net making The rest 
of the Men employed as before; Received one Martin from 
Mr. Tomison’ traps. 

7th Sunday. Wind Easterly, Weather Cloudy performed 
divine Service; The Indians pitched away; our Indian hunter 
for to get Provisions, and the other towards their own Country. 

8th Monday. Wind as Yesterday; Weather cloudy and 
mild; The Men employed at the following duties five Men 
Inland, one Man to the Northward with Indians, Magnus 
Twatt frameing out Work for Chairs; two Men making and 
mending Nets; one Man employed making Cloathing for 
some of the Men, the rest of the people cutting Firewood. 

gth Tuesday. Wind Westerly Weather clear and sharp, two 
Men mending of Nets; Sent William Walker and three Men 
to the Nets returned with 16 Sturgeon two preparing bark 
ready to tan the Nets that are now made, as I am of opinion it 
strengthens the Twine and preserves them greatly; Our 
Indian Hunter return’d but had no luck. 

10th Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday Weather clear till 
noon and then Cloudy with a strong Gale, Magnus Twatt 
employed as before, two Men Net making, One man making 
cloathing for some of the people the rest of the people cutting 
firewood; Received one Martin from Mr. Tomison’s traps. 

11th Thursday. Wind Northerly a fresh breeze, Weather 
Cloudy with Sleet and snow till Noon; in the Evening clearing 
up; Magnus Twatt as before; Two Men mending of Nets; 
one Man working at the Taylor buisness; the rest of the Men 
cutting Firewood. 

12th Friday. Wind in the SEt. quarter a small breeze; 
Weather Cloudy with light showers of Snow; two Men 
calking the seams of the SWt. side of the House, the rest of 
the Men as yesterday; The Na,ka,wa,vouck Indians that 
pitched away on the 7th Instant came to the House with 80 
Ibs. of Moose flesh. 

13th Saturday. Little Wind variable, Weather cloudy 
inclinable to snow, Mr. Tomison and three Men set another 
Net, returned with 16 Sturgeon, the rest of the people cutting 
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of Firewood, the Indians that came yesterday after Trading 
their Moose flesh returned to their Familys. 

14th Sunday. Wind Westerly a stiff breeze, Weather clear 
and mild; performed divine Service; Our Indian Hunter 
pitched away; with him I have sent one Man (William Oman) 
for to trap Martins and help to bring in provisions; The 
Canadian that came on the 3rd Inst. set off for Mr. Ross’s 
House at Bas,qui,a, about two days Journey from this place, I 
have supplied him with Necessaries (Viz) Shoes, Leather, 
Toggy,! Provisions &c. sufficient for the Length of his 
destination. 

1 §th Monday. Windas Yesterday Weather cloudy at times; 
the people employed at the following duties, five Men Inland, 
one Man to the Northward with Indians, One Man with our 
Indian hunter a trapping, two Men making and mending of 
Nets Magnus Twatt who acts as Carpenter making of Chairs 
two Men clearing the Snow out of the Yard; William Walker 
and Malchom Ross making preparations for trapping whom 
I intend to send off to morrow; the rest of the Men cutting 
Firewood. 

16th Tuesday. A stiff breeze in the NWt. quarter, Weather 
clear and sharp; sent four Men to the Nets, returned with 
five Sturgeon, one Trout and four Titt,asmeg, the Carpenter 
as Yesterday; the rest of the Men about necessary Jobbs 
within doors, William Walker and Malchom Ross set off for 
to trap Martins. 


1H.B.8., XII, 116. In 1743 James Isham described this garment as “a 
Beaver Coate or tockey which Reaches to the Calf of the Leg...”. See also 
Philosophical Transactions (London, The Royal Society, 1771), LX, William 
Wales, “ Journal of a Voyage, made by Order of the Royal Society, to Churchill 
River, on the North-west Coast of Hudson’s Bay ; of Thirteen Months Residence 
in that Country ; and of the Voyage back to England; in the Years 1768 and 
1769”, p. 122, “ Much about this time [1.e., mid-October] likewise, we who 
stayed at the factory began to put on our winter rigging; the principal part of 
which was our toggy made of beaver skins : in making of which the person’s shape, 
who is to wear it, is no further consulted, than that it may be wide enough, and 
so long that it may reach nearly to his feet”. Cf. Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and 
Turnor, October 4, 1774, Hearne’s journal: “ This Day I gave each of the 
People a Dresst Moose Skin to mak them a Toggey for the Winter ”. 
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17th Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday The 
people employed as before, except the Fishermen who are 
cutting of Firewood. 

18th Thursday. Wind Easterly a stiff breeze, Weather 
Cloudy, with Rhyme falling and some light snow last night; two 
Men lineing a Net to be ready for setting, the rest of the Men 
employed as yesterday, William Walker and Malchom Ross 
returned not finding proper ground to trap in; no Martin’s 
tracks to be seen, Rec’d one Martin from Malchom Ross. 

19th Friday. A stiff breeze Westerly and Cloudy Weather 
with Sleet and Snow; sent four Men to the Nets, returned 
with five Sturgeon, one Pike and a few small Fish; the rest of 
the Men employed as on Tuesday. 

20th Saturday. ‘Nind and Weather as Yesterday Magnus 
Twatt making of Chairs; the rest of the people cutting of 
Firewood. 

21st Sunday. A stiff gale from the NWt. a low drift, 
Weather Cloudy and sharp; late last night Wind increased 
with thick Snow and drift, performed divine Service, at night 
Our Indian hunter and William Oman came to the House with 
some Moose flesh having killed two Moose, the Remainder of 
the flesh I shall send the Men for to morrow; William Oman 
informs Me of his setting up thirty traps for Martins, but has 
not met with any Success as yet; it being the dead time of the 
Year they do not run. 

22nd Monday. Windas Yesterday Weather clear and sharp; 
The people employed at the following duties Five Men 
Inland, One Man to the Northward; William Walker and 
four Men sent to the Nets, returned with four Sturgeon; 
Magnus Twatt making of Chairs four Men set off for the 
Moose flesh, also the Indian Man and William Oman for to 
get Provision and trap Martins. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind as yesterday and Cloudy Weather 
with light showers of snow at times; Magnus T'watt employed 
as Yesterday; four Men cutting of Wood. The rest of the 
Men returned with 290 lbs. of Moose flesh. 

24th Wednesday. Wind WSWt. and cold clear Weather; 
The people employed cutting of Firewood. 
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25th Thursday. Wind Westerly a stiff breeze Weather 
cloudy and sharp, with a thick Rhime; performed Divine 
Service suitable to the Occasion, in the Evening William 
Oman returned from looking round his traps; He says our 
Indian hunter is pitching away towards the Hill at U’Bas,qui,a, 
and will be in again when he gets Snow shoes, Sledges &c. 
made, Received Received three Martins from William Oman. 

26th Friday. Nind and Weather as Yesterday Sent the 
people to the Nets, returned with ten Sturgeon. 

27th Saturday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday Our 
Indian hunter and Family came to the House but has not met 
with any Success, there being no Moose nigh hand. 

28th Sunday. Wind more Northerly Weather as before. 

29th Monday. Wind WSWt. a small breeze Weather clear 
and pleasant; sent the people to the Nets returned with three 
Sturgeon, two Tickameg and three perch. 

30th Tuesday. WNind and Weather as Yesterday All hands 
cutting Firewood. 

31st Wednesday. Wind variable in the SEt. quarter, 
Weather mild and Cloudy, The people employed as Yesterday. 


1st Thursday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze, Weather 
clear and sharp with drift and snow last night; Rec’d two 
Martins from Malchom Ross’s Traps at the back of this 
Island. 

and Friday. Wind NWt. and clear mild Weather Mr. 
Tomison and Six hands went to the Nets returned with eight 
Sturgeon and some small fish Magnus Twatt making of 
Chairs, the rest of the Men clearing the Snow from out of the 
Yard and before the Gates, Our Indian hunter and Family on 
the Plantation who are wholly maintained here; He is making 
Snow shoes, Sledges, &c ready to pitch away hunting. 

3rd Saturday. Wind Variable in the NEt. quarter and 
Cloudy warm Weather; Magnus Twatt as Yesterday The 
rest of the Men cutting Firewood; The Indian Man a hunting 
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found the track of three Moose, which he intends to trace to 
Morrow. 

4th Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday with a 
Continual Snow all day; Read divine Service the Indian Man 
went on the hunt again but met with no Success. 

sth Monday. Little Wind Southerly, Weather Cloudy and 
mild; the people employed at the following duties, five Men 
Inland, one Man to the Northward with Indians, Magnus 
Twatt making Chairs, two Men making and mending Nets; 
five Men sent to the Nets, returned with Seven Sturgeon; the 
rest of the people cutting Firewood;—In the Evening two 
Na,kow,wa,vouck Indians came to the House and informs 
me that their Familys are nigh hand and that they are all a 
Starving having no Gun nor Ammunition in their Company 
only Bows and Arrows; this I know to be false as they were 
seen by Mr. Tomison on his passage up from York Fort, and 
told him they had been down to the Factory in the Spring for 
Necessaries; I was told by their Countrymen that came here on 
the third Ulto. that they had pitched away towards the Canadian 
Traders house at Bas,qui,a, and there I conceit they have 
traded their Fall hunt for Liquor, and when intoxicated have 
given their Impliments for hunting away to other Indians and 
now are pleading poverty, having nothing to trade any one 
Article with, they may stand most in need off. 

6th Tuesday. WNind as Yesterday, Weather clear and mild; 
The people employed cutting of Firewood The Indians 
mentioned yesterday came to the House who I find to be an old 
Bungee Leader and Family belonging to York Fort; they have 
brought only eight made Beaver; the rest of their fall hunt 
they traded with the Canadian Traders, and are now come here 
for debt I denied trusting them any telling them to get Credit 
where they deposited their Furrs. 

“th Wednesday. Little Wind in the SEt. quarter with a 
continual snow; the people employed within doors about 
necessary Jobbs. 

8th Thursday. Little Wind Easterly; Weather cloudy the 
first of the day, the latter part a strong Gale from the NEt. 
with a thick drift; sent Mr. Tomison and three Men to the 
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Nets, returned with three Sturgeon, Magnus Twatt employed 
as before; the rest of the Men clearing the Snow from before 
the Works. 

gth Friday. Wind as Yesterday Weather clear with a low 
drift; the People employed cutting Firewood. 

10th Saturday. Wind Northerly a strong Gale; Weather 
Cloudy with a thick drift; Two Men making and mending 
Nets, Magnus Twatt making Chairs for the Master’s Room, 
Malchom Ross attending his traps that are aback of this Island, 
from him I received one Martin; the rest of the Men cutting 
Firewood. 

11th Sunday. Wind from the NWt. a strong gale, and dark 
Cloudy drifting Weather the first part of the day; the latter 
clear and more moderate perform’d divine Service. 

12th Monday. Wind as Yesterday Weather clear above, 
drift below; sent William Walker and all hands to the Nets 
except two Men Net making and Magnus Twatt doing 
Carpenter’s duty. 

13th Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday The people 
employed shoveling snow out of the yard & cutting Firewood, 
in the Evening the U’Bas,qui,a Leader, Two Men and four 
Women came to the House bringing a few Beaver skins to 
trade; He says they have been fifteen days acoming from the 
place where He left his Family, there are fourteen tents in 
Company, but He could not get more of his Young Men in 
with him they going to hunt Beaver. 

14th Wednesday. ‘Wind Westerly Weather milder and 
clear; The people employed ; Two Men making and mending 
Nets, Magnus Twatt making Barrs for the Stockade Gate; 
the rest of the Men cuttg. Firewood. 

15th Thursday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday The 
people employed, two Men making and mending of Nets, 
Magnus Twatt as before, five Men sent to the Nets returned 
with five Sturgeon and two Tickameg, the rest of the Men 
cutting Firewood; Traded the Furrs from the Bas,qui,a, 
Leader &c 20 made Beaver; He informs me that the Indians 
he left, has Furrs amongst them, and are intending to carry 
them to the Canadian House at Bas,qui,a, it being the nighest; 
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but to prevent them I have sent presents and given Him 
encouragement to induce them to trade at this place. 

16th Friday. Wind Westerly and Cloudy Weather This 
day at Noon the U’Bas,qui,a Leader and followers went away 
promising to come in with Furrs again in the Spring; with 
him I sent off Mr. Tomison Malchom Ross, and James Banks, 
with Brandy, Tobacco and other Trading Goods to intercept 
the Natives destined for the French House; the Leader thinks 
they will be ten days on their Journey; The people employed 
two Men making and mending Nets, Magnus Twatt as before; 
the rest of the Men cutting Firewood. 

17th Saturday. ‘Wind and Weather as Yesterday Sent five 
hands to the Nets, returned with six Sturgeon The rest of the 
Men as before. 

18th Sunday. Wind NWt. a fresh breeze; Weather clear 
and sharp; The Na,kow,wa,vouck, Indians and our Hunter 
pitched away; the former for to get Furrs and the latter for 
Provisions. — 

19th Monday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather Cloudy with a 
thick Rhyme falling; the people employed as follows: five 
Men Inland, one Man to the Northward with Indians, Mr. 
Tomison and two Men with the Bas,qui,a, Leader on a 
trading Voyage; One Man making a Net another tanning of 
ditto, that was finished on Saturday; Magnus Twatt making 
a writing desk for the Masters Room; the rest of the Men 
cutting Firewood. 

20th Tuesday. Little Wind Variable between NWt. and 
NEt. with fine serene Weather; two Men making a Net, the 
rest of the people as Yesterday; William Walker and five 
hands excepted; whom I sent to the Nets returned with three 
Sturgeon; and four small fish. 

21st Wednesday. Little Wind westerly clear and mild; 
The people employed two Men making a Net, Magnus Twatt 
as before; William Walker a hunting returned with two 
partridges, the rest cutting of Firewood. 

22nd Thursday. ‘Nind and Weather as yesterday sent five 
Men to the Nets returned with three Sturgeon Magnus Twatt 
as yesterday the rest cutting of Firewood. 
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23rd Friday. A strong Gale Easterly, Weather cloudy with 1778 
a thick drift; the people employed as on Wednesday. January 

24th Saturday. A stiff breeze Easterly, Weather cloudy 
with a low drift; the people employed as on Thursday. 
Received six Sturgeon from the Nets. 

25th Sunday. \Wind Westerly a stiff breeze Weather Cloudy 
and mild. 

26th Monday. Little Wind variable, Weather clear and 
mild; the people employed two Men lineing a new Net, 
Magnus Twatt finished the Writing desk for the Masters 
Room; five Men sent to the Nets, returned with five Sturgeon 
weighing from twenty to three pounds; In the Evening a 
Canadian Man with his Indian Woman came to the House and 
brought a Letter from Mr. Ross at U’Bas,qui,a, in favour of 
the Bearer to be supplied with a little provision to assist him to 
get to their upper Settlement. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. John Ross, Master of the 
Canadian House at Basquia 


Dated River aux Carrot 24th Fanry. 

SIR 

If Your genorosity will induce You to supply the 
Bearer with a little Provisions to assist him to get to Fort 
LaParaie, You will greatly oblige His employers who is 
Messrs. Bruce, Graves! & Pond; He is no deserter depend 
upon it; He arrived at my House three days ago, in order to 
proceed for the Grand Portage but having no Provision to 
supply him with, could not advise him to continue such a 
precarious Voyage. 

Mr. Tomison went past my House the 18th Instant all 
well; I did not know then of this Oppertunity, otherwise 
would asked his Commands; 

I am tho’ unacquainted 
To the Your most Obedient Servant 
Commander at Joun Ross 
Cumberland Fort. 


1 Booty Graves, an Englishman. See Tyrrell, Fournadls of Hearne and Turnor, 
Bi22 iu. 
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27th Tuesday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather Cloudy and 
mild; The people employed Magnus Twatt setting the Cross 
cut Saws; Two Men mending a Net, the rest of the Men 
cutting up Firewood. The Canadian Man that came yesterday 
remains here still he having hurt his Instep on the Road 
coming here; He says that Ross and Men are Starving (no 
Indians are come in as yet) having nothing but Fish and they 
very scarce. 

28th Wednesday. Wind SWt. a stiff breeze, Weather clear 
and mild sent William Walker and four hands to the Nets, 
returned with four small Sturgeon, one Pike and one Trout; 
two Men making a Net; the rest of the people employed 
within doors about necessary duties. 

29th Thursday. Wind NWt. a strong Gale, Weather 
Cloudy with a thick Rhyme falling; The people employed, 
two Men making a Net; Magnus Twatt edging the Roof 
boards that was cut last Winter, to make a new Roof; the rest 
of the Men Cutting up Firewood. 

30th Friday. Wind variable and cloudy Weather, the people 
employed as Yesterday, Robert Davey and William Lieutit 
excepted who are sick; the former complains of pains in his 
Bowels; the latter of a boil on his right side. 

31st Saturday. Wind WNWt. clear and Sharp the people 
employed one Man mending a Net; Robert Davey and 
William Lieutit still ailing; the rest of the men with William 
Walker I sent to the Nets, returned with three small Sturgeon. 

1st Sunday. Wind Easterly a small breeze and Cloudy 
Weather, performed divine Service. 

and Monday. A stiff breeze in the SWt. quarter Weather 
clear and sharp; The people employed at the following duties, 
five Men Inland, one Man to the Northward with Indians, Mr. 
Tomison with two Men and Goods away with the Bas,qui,a, 
Leader to intercept the Indians destined for the French House, 
the rest of the Men sent to the Nets, returned with two 
Sturgeon and two Pike, Robert Davey & William Lieutit sick. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind Westerly, Weather clear and mild; 
The people employed above the House about one Mile 
falling timber pieces to be sawed into Boards for Wainscoting 
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and Ceiling for the Masters Room also for to make seperate 1778 
divisions for the Trading Goods in the Warehouse; Robert February 
Davey and William Lieutit as Yesterday; The Candian Man 

&c set off for the upper Settlement; I have supplied him with 

a little Provision as much as can prudently be spared; with 

him I sent the following Note to his Employers. 


CuMBERLAND House 3rd February 
GENTLEMEN 

By the Bearer Mr. Ross at River aux Carrot sent me a 
few Lines requesting in Your Names a little provision to assist 
the Bearer to get to Fort LaParaie; I have supplied him with 
as much as can conveniently be spared Vizt. 20 lbs. dried meat, 
14 lbs. beat meat with 6 lbs. Fatt, which if used Frugally will 
be sufficient for him till he arrives at Your nighest Settlement 
where in all probability he will be supplied afresh, I am 
To Messrs. Pond, Your Humble Servt. 


Bruce and Graves JosepH Hansom 


4th Wednesday. Nind Variable in the SWt. quarter 
Weather clear and mild; the people employed squaring the 
timber pieces they fell Yesterday, Robert Davey and William 
Lieutit sick. 

sth Thursday. Nind NWt. a stiff breeze Weather Cloudy 
and mild; The people employed two Men squaring timber 
pieces and prepareing a saw pit ready to being to Work, sent 
four Men to the Nets, returned with four Sturgeon, one Man 
cutting of Firewood, the sick as before. 

6th Friday. Wind Westerly; Weather clear and Sharp, 
two Men cutting of Firewood; two Men sawing of plank; 
two Men sideing of Timber pieces, William Walker a hunting 
and setting Rabbet snares; the sick rather better. 

7th Saturday. \Nind as yesterday, Weather clear and mild, 
Sent four hands to the Nets, returned with four middling 
Sturgeon making one days allowance for all hands, one Man 
cutting Firewood, the two Sawyers pitched away to the Woods 
about one mile above the House to saw the timber pieces that 
were falled on Tuesday, Robert Davey and William Lieutit 
something better. 
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8th Sunday. Vind Easterly a strong Gale the first of the 
day, the latter part moderate Cloudy Weather; inclinable to 
snow. 

oth Monday. Wind Easterly a light breeze Weather clear 
and mild; The people employed, one Man cutting Firewood, 
the rest of the Men sent to the Nets; returned with four 
Sturgeon & three Tickameg William Lieutit on duty Robert 
Davey something better. 

1oth Tuesday. Little Wind Variable fine and pleasant, with 
thaw under the Lee; sent Magnus Twatt and William Grey 
away with seven days provisions, to trap Martins, Myself and 
the rest of the Men with the two Sawyers collected the timber 
to the Saw pit and put two pieces on. The Logs being so 
heavy; cannot be put on the pit without the help of all hands, 
at Noon returned with seven 3 Inch boards; one of the 
Sawyers also came for Provisions and returned. 

11th Wednesday. Strong Gales from the NWt. Weather 
Cloudy the first of the day, in the Evening Snow with drift ; 
The people employed two Men cutting of Firewood, one Man 
mending an old Net; William Walker preparing for to set off 
to morrow to trap Martins, Robert Davey on the Mending 
hand. 

12th Thursday. Wind in the NEt. quarter Weather cloudy 
and mild; sent four hands to the Nets returned with two 
Sturgeon and two pike, at Noon our Indian Hunter that 
pitch’d away on the 18th Ulto. came to the House bringing 
Provisions and a few Beaver Skins to trade; in the Evening 
traded his Goods (Vizt.) Moose flesh 230 lbs. Beaver’s ditto 
12 lbs. and 8 made Beaver in Furrs. 

13th Friday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, The people 
employed cutting of Firewood; the Natives that yesterday 
went away he intends to traps Martins &c and not come in 
again till the Spring; I have given him encouragement for his 
good past Behaviour, he having supplied this place with 740 
Ibs. of fresh Moose flesh, and is the only Indian that has 
continued by us this Winter; Late in the Evening two 
Canadian men came to the House, they are bound to the 
Beaver Lake with a pacquet from their Settlement; They 
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brought a letter directed for Messrs. Cockings or Tomison 
neither of them being present, and thinking the Contents 
might concern some of the Company’s Affairs I presumed to 
open it; A Copy of which Letter is under-written for Your 
Honours perusal. 


STURGEON River Forr 29th Fanry. 1778 
GENTLEMEN 
Tho’ unacquainted with You, I take the liberty of 
writing to You, which I hope you will excuse when you 
consider the Contents Last September a Man I had in my 
Service named Leduke (with four others, whose Names are 
Yarta, Marta, and Savoy, the latter speaks a little English) Ran 
off and stole from Me a Canoe load of Goods its my Opinion 
they'll be audacious enough to attempt to go to some of Your 
Forts next spring or Summer; Dear Gentlemen | beg you will 
take the trouble of adviseing the Gentlemen of your different 
Forts of the felonious Act committed by them Villains, I flatter 
myself by the Character you bear, if they steer their Course to 
any of Your places that they’ll be apprehended and the effects 
seized which will be gratefully acknowledged by 
Gentlemen 
Your very Humble Servant 
Cuartes McCormick! 


Last November a Frenchman named Francis killed an Indian 
here, He steered his Course by all Accounts we can hear 
towards You, it is humbly beged of You by all the Traders 
here; that if he happens to be at Your Fort or where he can 
be apprehended by You, We think ourselves as Englishmen 
in Friendship bound to advise You of the Villain as per Chance 
He may be guilty of as bad an Action at Your place: We are 
Gentlemen 
Your very Humble Servants 
Booty Graves 
Charles McCormick 


1 An Irishman, who was at Eagle Hills Fort in 1778-79. See Tyrrell, Fourna/s 
of Hearne and Turnor, p. 221n, and Wallace, Docs. Rel. N.W.C., p. 462. 
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William Bruce 


P.S. The Gentlemen Peter Pond 

here have permitted Peter Pangmant 
Me to sign for them. Nicholes Ma Ture? 
Cuarites McCormick Bartw. Blundau 


14th Saturday. ‘Nind as Yesterday, Weather Cloudy with 
light showers of snow at times, Sent William Walker and all 
hands to the Nets, Six Sturgeon and one Pike, one of the 
Sawyers came for provisions and returned; they have finished 
the two pieces that was put on the pit on Tuesday last and now 
are at a stand for want of help to put more Logs on the Pit, | 
shall send all hands early on Monday morning to assist them 
and to bring home part of the Boards that are sawed, Robert 
Davey still ailing. 

15th Sunday. A small breeze Westerly; Weather clear and 
sharp; the two Canadian Men went away William Walker set 
off with five days Provisions to trap Martins over the River 
Sas,kash,1,wan. 

16th Monday. Wind in the SWt. quarter a stiff gale the 
first of the day, the latter part almost calm; Weather clear and 
sharp; The people employed at the following duties; Five 
Men Inland, One Man to the Northward with Indians; Mr. 
Tomison and two Men with Goods in Company with the 
Bas,qui,a, Leader on a trading Voyage amongst the Indians 
above the french House; Two Men at the Woods sawing 
plank; sent all hands that are home to assist them in putting 
more pieces on the pit; at noon they returned with nine 3 Inch 
boards, Robert Davey still ailing. 

17th Tuesday. A stiff breeze Westerly, Weather clear and 
sharp; Sent all hands to the Nets, eight Sturgeon, four Pike 
and four small Fish; At Noon one Man and three Women 
came to the House bringing 284 lbs. of fresh Moose flesh and 


1 Peter Pangman (1744 ?-1819), was from New England and was of German 
descent. For outlines of his career in the fur trade see Wallace, Docs. Re/. 
N.W.C., pp. 490-1, and Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 158n. 

2 Nicholas Montour, who became a partner in the North West Company in 
1784. See Wallace, Docs. Rel. N.W.C., pp. 487-8, and Tyrrell, Fournals of 
Hearne and Turnor, p. 221. 
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50 lbs. of half dried ditto, which I have traded and have given 
them Encouragement to come in again with Meat as soon as 
possible. William Walker returned not finding any proper 
ground to trap in; Late in the Evening (Captain Tuite) one 
of the Master Traders from the Beaver Lake came to the House 
begging the Favour to trade some Medicines; He being bad 
with the Veneral disorder; I told him I did not chuse to trade 
any, but if I had any fit for his disorder he was welcome of 
part: The kindness by them shewn to our people last Year on 
their passing and repassing to the Buffalo Country is the reason 
of my showing them so far Civility; Which I hope Your 
Honours will not pronounce Culpable. 

18th Wednesday. Wind from the NEt. a gentle breeze 
Weather Cloudy and mild; The people employed cutting 
Firewood, the Natives that came yesterday went away. 

19th Thursday. Nind Easterly a small breeze Weather 
clear and mild, with Thaw under the Lee side of the House; 
sent all hands to the Nets, seven Sturgeon, One of the Sawyers 
came for Provisions and returned. 

20th Friday. Little Wind variable round the Compass; 
Weather clear and pleasant; Sent William Walker with dogs 
and Sleds, at noon return’d with thirteen 3 Inch boards; The 
Men cutting Firewood. 

21st Saturday. Wind NWt.a strong Gale with a thick drift 
and Cloudy Weather; it being too bad for the people to attend 
the Nets, sent them to the sawing tent, to put timber pieces on 
the pit, and to bring home boards, at noon returned with 
thirteen ¢ boards; in the Evening the two trappers, Magnus 
Twatt & William Grey, returned with 18 Martins they say 
they have set up 130 traps but the Martins seems to be scarce, 
very few tracks to be seen. 

22nd Sunday. Wind Northerly a strong Gale Weather 
Cloudy and Cold; the two trappers making ready for to go off 
to morrow. 

23rd Monday. Wind North a strong Gale Weather Cloudy 
with Snow and a great drift, in the Evening clearing up; The 
people employed cutting Firewood; the Weather being so bad 
the trappers could not get off to day. 
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24th Tuesday. Wind NWt. a smart breeze Weather clear 
and Cold; The two trappers set off for to attend their traps 
and to build more; Sent the rest of the Men to the Nets, four 
Sturgeon, 1 Pike and 13 small fish; two of the Men (Magnus 
Sclator and Nicholas Wishart)! froze their feet; by the holes at 
the Nets being overflowed, which wet them much; One of the 
Sawyers came for provisions and returned. 

25th Wednesday. Little Wind variable Weather clear and 
sharp; two Men cutting of Firewood; Sent William Walker 
to the sawying tent for Plank return’d with nine Boards; The 
two Mentioned Yesterday that froze their feet, are not able 
to do any duty at present. 

26th Thursday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather cloudy with 
drizzling snow at times; Two Men cutting of Firewood, 
William Walker a hunting returned met with but little Success, 
Magnus Sclator and Nicholas Wishart laying by with froze 
feet. 

27th Friday. Wind NWt. a strong Gale, Weather clear 
above with a low drift; Sent all hands to the Nets, returned 
with two Sturgeon. 

28th Saturday. Wind as Yesterday very clear and sharp 
Weather, the people employed cutting Firewood; at Noon 
Mr. William Tomison, Malchom Ross and an Indian Lad 
(belonging to York Fort who assisted in bringing up Goods 
last Fall) came back from the U’Bas,qui,a, leader bringing 
Furrs (100 made Beaver) which is all he could collect amongst 
them (18 tents) James Banks one of his Men that accompanied 
him is staying with the Natives in care of some Goods left by 
Mr. Tomison who | intend to send off again shortly with more 
trading Goods to wait for the Indians spring hunt, and to 
intercept them from going to the Canadian Traders. In the 
Evening three Pigo,go,mew Indians with their Women came 
to the House bringing some Furrs to trade; they say they have 
been sixteen days in coming. 


1 Nicholas Wishart was from the Orkney Islands and entered the Hudson’s 
Bay Company as a tailor in 1776. When stationed at Hudson House in 
March, 1784, he was “ lost in the Barren grounds and devoured by Wolves ” 
(As11/ 116, fo. 135). 
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1st Sunday. Wind Northerly a light breeze Weather Cloudy 
and sharp, performed Divine Service in the Evening traded 
the Goods from the Indians that yesterday (go made Beaver) 
I gave them encouragement to come in again and to make three 
Canoes of 20 feet each for to freight down Furrs &c to York 
Fort next Summer. 

2nd Monday. Nind as Yesterday, Weather more clear and 
sharp; sent William Walker and two Men to the Nets; two 
Sturgeon, One of the Sawyers came for provisions and to 
acquaint me that they will want help to morrow to put pieces 
on the pit; The Indians prepareing for going away to morrow; 
Magnus Sclator bad with a froze foot, the other Man on the 
Mending hand. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind Easterly a light breeze Weather 
Cloudy with drizzling Snow at times, Sent the people to the 
Sawing tent to put more timber pieces on the pit, at Noon 
returned with fourteen ? Inch boards. 

4th Wednesday. ‘Wind NWt.a stiff breeze Weather Cloudy 
and sharp; sent William Walker and two Men to the 
Nets, four Sturgeon, and one Pike Mr. William Tomison 
and Malchom Ross with the home Indian that accompanied 
them; making preparations for going off to morrow 
morning. 

5th Thursday. Almost calm, Weather clear warm and 
pleasant; Three Men cutting Firewood one of the Sawyers 
came for Provisions and Returned Mr. Tomison, Malchom 
Ross, and the home Indian set off with Goods to trade what 
Furrs may be killed by the U,Bas,qui,a, Indians this Spring and 
keep them from going to the Canadian House with their 
Goods; Magnus Sclator laying by with a frose toe. 

6th Friday. ‘Nind Easterly a small breeze Weather cloudy 
and Warm, Sent the people to the Sawying tent, to put more 
pieces on the pit; at Noon returned with fourteen ? Inch 
boards; Magnus Sclator as before. 

7th Saturday. Calm; Weather clear and pleasant the first 
of the day, the latter part Cloudy with a stiff breeze from the 
NWt. Sent the Men to the Nets, 1 Sturgeon, 3 Tickameg and 
one Cat Fish which is not common in this part. 
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8th Sunday. A strong Gale from the NWt. with snowey 
and thick drifting Weather. 
gth Monday. Wind as Yesterday. Weather clear above 
with a low drift and very cold; The people employed 
clearing the paths betwixt the Gates; Magnus Sclator as 
before. 
1oth Tuesday. Wind Northerly, Weather clear and rather 
milder, sent the people to the Nets; Seven Sturgeon and two 
Pike; Sawyers came home from the Woods, having finished 
the pieces that was falled. In the Evening an Indian Man and 
his Wife with three small Children came to the House bringing 
Beaver’s flesh and Skins to trade. 
11th Wednesday. Wind Westerly Weather clear and mild, 
The people employed, two Men cutting up firewood, one Man 
employed within doors; The two Sawyers with Dogs hauling 
home plank at Noon the two trappers returned with 29 Martins 
and 1 Quichohatch. 
12th Thursday. Wind Southerly, Weather clear and cold; 
The people employed as Yesterday; the Indian Man &c that 
came on Tuesday went away traded from him 140 Ibs. 
Beavers flesh and 12 made Beaver in Furrs. 
13th Friday. Wind NWt. Weather clear and very sharp, 
sent the people to the Nets four Sturgeon; also the trappers to 
attend their traps; One Man sick, and one Man lame with a 
froze toe. 
14th Saturday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather clear above 
with a low drift; the people employed cutting of Firewood; 
the sick and Lame as Yesterday. 
15th Sunday. Wind NWt. a strong Gale with a low drift; 
Weather Cloudy at times and very cold at Noon two Men with 
their Women came to the House bringing a few Furrs; they 
say they have not seen nor heard of any other Indians during 
the Winter but have been tenting alone; they was at the 
Beaver Lake after the setting in of the Frost and got Credit 
from the Trader (St. Germaine)! a frenchman, but do not intend 
1 Venant St. Germain, a French Canadian. See p. 25-7. In 1779 he became 


partner to Jean Etienne Waden or Wadin, a Swiss merchant settled in Montreal. 
See Wallace, Docs. Rel. N.W.C., p. 7. 
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to pay him on account of his unjust dealings with them in the 
Fall of the Year. 

16th Monday. Wind WSW a small breeze Weather clear 
and pleasant with Thaw under the Lee: the people employed as 
Follows, five Men Inland since the Fall; one Man to the 
Northward with Indians; Mr. Tomison and two Men with 
Goods on a trading Journey amongst the Bas,qui,a, Indians; 
two Men trapping Martins; one Man within doors about 
necessary duty; one Man lame with a frose toe, the rest of the 
Men sent to the Nets; two Sturgeon. Traded the Goods 
from the Natives that came Yesterday 50 made Beaver, they 
also went away, well pleased, as I give them some 
Encouragement for bringing their Goods to this place and to 
come in again in the Spring. 

17th Tuesday. Wind Northerly a strong Gale, Weather 
clear above with a thick drift below; The people employed 
One Man edging Roof boards, three men cutting of Firewood 
one Man within doors about necessary duty, Magnus Sclater 
lame with a frose toe. 

18th Wednesday. WNindas Yesterday, Weather Cloudy with 
a very thick drift; Three Men cutting of Firewood, one man 
making hand barrows for to carry Snow out of the Yards. 

19th Thursday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze Weather clear 
and sharp; the people employed as on Monday. 

20th Friday. Wind Southerly Weather Cloudy and Warm; 
The people employed, Three Men clearing the Snow out of 
the yard, One Man edging Roof boards, One Man within 
doors about necessary duty; Magnus Sclator lame. 

21st Saturday. Wind NEt. a stiff Gale Weather Cloudy 
with drizzling Snow at times the first of the day, in the 
Evening clear and calm, sent the People to the Nets one 
Sturgeon and one Trout. 

22nd Sunday. Nind Southerly a light breeze Weather 
clear and Warm with thaw performed divine Service. 

23rd Monday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday The people 
employed, One Man edging Roof boards, Three Men clearing 
the Snow out of the Yards, One Man doing Necessary duty 
within doors, Mags. Sclator sewing Canvass (The coverings of 
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the bales of Goods that came up last Summer) into a proper 
bigness for to Cover the Canoes and exclude the rain and 
dampness that may happen to the Furrs on the passage down to 
York Fort next Summer. 

24th Tuesday. \Nind and Weather as Yesterday Sent three 
Men to the Nets three Sturgeon and two Pike; One Man 
edging Roof boards; Magnus Sclator as before. 

25th Wednesday. Wind Southerly Weather cloudy and 
Warm, the people employed as on Monday; Late in the 
Evening, three Young North River Indians came with the 
pacquet, which they have had in in their care since the Fall. 
Mr. William Tomison being appointed by Your Honours 
Chief at this department, I shall (on his Arrival from among 
the Bas,qui,a Indians) deliver up to him Cumberland House 
and every thing thereto belonging, taking a receipt for the 
same.! 

26th Thursday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather more clear 
with Thaw, Sent the people to the Nets, In the Evening three 
Indians arrived with Provisions. 

27th Friday. Wind Southerly, Weather clear with Thaw; 
The people cutting of Firewood; Mags. Sclator lame with a 
frose toe. 

28th Saturday. Wind WSWt. Weather Cloudy and Warm 
with a great thaw; The people employed as Yesterday, At 
Noon Six Indian Men with their Women came with Provisions 
and Furrs to trade; the pacquet Men and Indians that came 
on Thursday went away. The two trappers also returned with 
33 Martins and one Quichohatch. 

29th Sunday. Wind variable from North to West, Weather 
clear and mild with Thaw at Noon; Trading the Natives that 
came Yesterday. 


1See p. 187, n. 1. The Governor and Committee’s letter of May 14, 1777, 
to Humphrey Marten, chief at York Fort (A.6/12, fos. 78-79d.), received after 
Tomison had gone inland in July, 1777, stated that Tomison was to succeed 
Cocking at Cumberland House. Instructions and details of the terms offered to 
Tomison (see p. 225) were sent to him by Indians from York Fort on September 
12, 1777 (B.239/a/75), but were not received at Cumberland House until 
March 25, 1778. 
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30th Monday. Wind NWt. a light breeze, Weather clear 
and sharp, Sent the people to the Nets, one Pike; also the 
trappers to attend their traps. Mags. Sclator laying by with a 
froze toe. 

31st Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday the people 
cutting of Firewood; the Natives that came on Saturday went 
away. 

1st Wednesday. ‘Wind North, Weather clear and cold, The 
people employed one man edging Roof boards two Men with 
Dogs hauling home Slabs from the Sawyers tent, one Man 
employed within doors about necessary duty; Magnus Sclator 
lame. 

2nd Thursday. Calm the first of the day and serene Weather; 
in the Evening a small breeze from the Northward; The 
people employed as on Monday, at Noon Charles Isham, who 
I sent away with Indians (on the roth November) to come in 
with Provisions, came to the House by himself, the Natives 
that he tented all the Winter with he left at the French House 
in the Beaver Lake where they was trading all that they had; 
He observing their motions and knowing his Tentmate to be 
indebted to this place, went to him and demanded his Furrs, 
but being denied, he took them and set off the next morning 
for this place; The Furrs he brought will pay about half of the 
Indian’s debt. 

3rd Friday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze clear and and sharp, 
with Thaw under the Lee; The people employed, one Man 
edging Roof boards two Men clearing the Snow out of the 
Garden ground, one Man preparing bark for tanning Nets; 
One Man employed within doors, Magnus Sclator lame, but 
something better. 

4th Saturday. Wind NWt. a light breeze Weather clear 
and Warm with thaw; Sent three men to the Nets, four Pike, 
one Man edging Roof boards One Man cutting of Firewood; 
Charles Isham Snow blind; Magnus Sclator lame but on the 
mending hand. 

5th Sunday. Wind variable the first of the day, the latter 
a strong Gale at North, Weather Cloudy and a little Thaw 
under the Lee, some Indians from the same Family that came 
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on the 28 Ulto., brought a few Furrs to trade, and pitched 
downwards. 

6th Monday. Wind variable Weather Cloudy with Thaw, 
The people employed cutting of firewood William Tayler 
laying by with sore Eyes, Magnus Sclator on the Mending 
hand, An Indian Man and his two Women came to the House 
bringing a few Beaver Skins to trade. 

ath Tuesday. Wind SWt. a stiff breeze, Weather clear and 
Warm, Thawing much; The people employed as Yesterday, 
William Taylor on duty, the two trappers returned having put 
down their traps, the Season being over; Received from them 
22 Martins and 1 Quichohatch. 

8th Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday; The 
people employed two Men clearing snow out of the Garden 
ground, two Men cutting Firewood and clearing the Rubbish 
from before the Gates; Magnus Twatt and one Man prepairing 
for to work at the new Roof; one Man employed within doors 
about necessary duty, Magnus Sclator on the Mending hand. 

gth Thursday. Wind WSW a stiff Gale Weather Cloudy 
and Warm with a Continual Thaw and much Water on the 
Lake; The people employed two Men making trenches for to 
run the Water off from before the Works; Mr. William 
Tomison, one home and one Basquia Indian came Home; 
the two Englishmen that accompanied him He left at Noon, 
part of the Goods not being Expended and the late Thawey 
Weather occasioning so much Water and slush has hindred 
them from proceeding any further till they may get help; to 
morrow shall send Men to assist them home, at the same time 
I shall embrace the Oppertunity of obeying Your Honours 
Orders by delivering up Cumberland House with every thing 
thereto belonging to Mr. William Tomison. 

toth Friday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze till Evening, and 
then almost Calm with Frost. The people employed two Men 
planing boards for the new Roof; two Men making Nets; one 
Man employed within doors; Sent the rest of the men for to 
assist the People that accompanied Mr. William Tomison to 
bring home the Goods; in the Evening they return’d, and I 
find that Mr. Tomison has Furrs to the amount of 96 made 
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Beaver which is all that could be collected amongst the 1778 
Bas,qui,a Indians they having had bad Success in hunting has April 
prevented them from getting Furrs; The Rems. of Trading 
Goods as also the Furrs now brought I have inserted in the 
Account, that is to be delivered to Mr. Tomison, presented it 

to Him and delivered up the charge of Cumberland House with 

all its Effects. 


By Mr. Wititm. Tomison 


11th Saturday. Wind Northerly with clear moderate 
Weather; This day I examined the Remains of Trading 
Goods, Stores and provisions, and found them agree with the 
Account received from Joseph Hansom; The Men employed, 
Magnus Twatt and one Man dressing Roof boards, two Men 
repairing Nets; sent the rest to overhaul three Nets that is set, 
brought nine small Sturgeon. 


Copy of a Letter sent from Mr. Humphrey Martin 


Dated York Fort 11th Sepr. 1777 
SIR 
The Governor Deputy Governor and Committee of 
the Honourable Hudson’s Bay Company have ordered me to 
acquaint You that you are appointed by them to succeed Mr. 
Matthew Cocking in the Command Inland and that for Your 
encouragement they have granted to a Salary of 40f Per 
Annum from the 28th August 1777. You are to inform 
Joseph Hansom that He is appointed Your Second at his 
present Wages and a Gratuity of 10of Pr. Annum to promote 
his Zeal in the Company’s Service; You'll observe the 
Company treat You thus genorously, notwithstanding Mr. 
Tomison’s contract wants more than one year and Mr. 
Hansom’s more than two Years of expiring, consequently You 
will both exert Yourselves to the Utmost to promote the 
Companys Interest and shew Your Gratitude to such benevolent 
Masters. 

You are to acquaint William Walker that his Mother being 
in great distress, the Gentlemen have advanced her ro on his 
Account. 

ie 
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You will also Sir inform the following Persons (Vizt.); 
Robert Davey, William Grey, William Oman; & John Driver 
each 10f per Year so long as they shall Continue on Inland 
duties and have the approbation of their Superior Officers, but 
that the Company are resolved not to advance their Inland 
Labouring Servants beyond that Sum; You will also acquaint 
all under Your Command that the Company expect their 
Servants shall go where their Commanding Officer shall please 
to send them, or they will forfeit their Gratuity and advance of 
Wages; their Honours having agreed to pay each person 10 
Shillings that shall build a good Canoe; You will please to 
inform all under Your direction therewith. 

You are to keep an Account Book, Journal and Mess book, 
and You are to be very sparing in presents to Indians, and give 
them nothing but Brandy, or a few Articles of Luxury; but 
by no means to present them with Guns or any sort of iron 
Work of the Weighty kind, but Beads, Hawks bells, Awls, 
Needles, and such things are to be prudently presented to such 
Indians as bring or may bring good Furrs to Trade; Your 
Eexpences are to be arranged under three following heads 
(Vizt.) Expence for Food; ditto for sending down Letters and 
Goods, or receiving Goods from York Fort and Expence in 
presents made to Leaders, should any other Expence 
unadvoidably occur it must be entered Singly; You are to cast 
up the amount of made Beaver of each seperate head, and then 
enter them in the Ledger as usual.? 

Should You find it requisite to leave six Persons at the 
House, I would recommend the Six following except Yourself 
should chuse to stay (Vizt.) Mr. Joseph Hansom, William 
Flat, James Banks, Magnus Twatt, Malchom Ross and 
Nicholas Wishart but should You chuse to stay it will be 
proper to send Mr. Hansom down to take Charge of the 
Goods. 

The Americans having declared themselves free States, the 
Warr continues very hot; You will consequently be prudent 
to be on Your Gaurd, keep all Your Arms fit for defence and 
order a strict Watch to be kept. 


1 The account books have not been traced in the Company’s archives. 
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You will please to pay to the Bearer Wap,pun,a,chuck 4 or 6 1778 
Beaver, I am to pay him the rest in all 40 Beaver. With April 
wishing You a good Winter as also all under Your Command 

[remain § Sir 
To Mr. Witi1am Your loving Friend 
Tomison Humpurey Martin. 


Chief Inland. 


12th Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday perform’d 
divine Service as usual, The Indian that accompanied Me 
returned to his Tent, the Indian that was here before I came 
also returned. 

13th Monday. Wind SEt. a fresh Gale with clear, four Men 
employed setting up the Press in the Yard and other necessary 
Jobbs; two Men repairing Nets; The rest removing the 
Furrs into the Victualing Shed my reason for so doing is to 
damp them for better package. 

14th Tuesday. ‘Nind Easterly a fresh Gale clear Weather 
till noon, afterwards Cloudy, two Men employed in the 
Carpentering way, one Man repairing Nets, three Men cutting 
Firewood; Sent the rest to the Nets, returned with Six 
Sturgeon, they inform me of several holes being open near 
them; I gave as encouragement to William Grey, Magnus 
Twatt and others that have trapped any Martins 524 Beaver 
in Trading Goods as necessarys for 151 Martins and four 
Wejacks. 

15th Wednesday. Nind variable clear moderate Weather, 
Magnus Twatt and one Man employed as Yesterday, two 
Men Repairing Nets, The rest about necessary Jobbs; One 
Woman arrived from the Northward of the Beaver Lake, she 
brought no Furrs except a Beaver Coat which she traded for 
Tobacco. 

16th Thursday. Wind SEt. a moderate breeze, Weather 
clear, Magnus Twatt and one Man employed as before, one 
Man cleaning small Arms The rest about Various duties; 
sent the low Country Indian Man (that I keep to assist in 
going up the River) for birch Rhind to repair Canoes, but 
returned without Success, the River being broke up for a long 
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way; saw severall Geese and Swans to day; The Indian 
Woman returned, and in the Evening two Young Indians 
arrived from the same place; brought a few Beaver skins, 
which they mostly traded for Tobacco, Powder and shot. 

17th Friday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday sent three 
Men to take up the Nets, they returned with the Nets and 
twelve Sturgeon, They say the Ice is much broke in several 
places; three men digging the Garden; The rest employed 
as Yesterday, The two Indians went away; One Goose to day. 

18th Saturday. Wind variable with clear Weather, two 
Men with the Indian a Hunting but returned without Success 
no Geese flying; Magnus Twatt and one Man employed in 
the Carpenter way, the rest about various duties. 

19th Sunday. Wind SWt. a stiff breeze with cloudy 
Weather, performed divine Service for the day; an Indian 
Man and his Wife arrived from the Northward about two 
days Journey from this place, brought a few Furrs and a little 
Moose flesh. 

20th Monday. Wind Variable from SWt. to North and 
Cloudy till 10 o’Clock, afterwards clear mild Weather, two 
Men dressing boards for the Roof; the rest collecting 
pallasadoes for the Garden; The Indian Man traded what 
Furrs & meat he brought. 

21st Tuesday. Wind Northerly a small breeze with Snow 
at times; One Man planing boards Three Men collecting 
Pallasadoes for the Garden. The rest packed Seven bundles 
of Furrs, and did other odd Jobbs within doors; in the 
Evening three strange Indians arrived from the Northward 
brought 74 made Beaver in Beaver and Cats they they inform 
me that they left part of their Furrs four days Journey from 
this place, they being obliged to throw away their Sleds for 
want of Snow; the Indian that arrived on the 19th Inst. went 
away; No Indians being here has induced me to engage him 
to return as fast as possible to assist in repairing our Canoes, 
also sent with him the Indian lad I keep here to assist in 
bringing his Lumber and to be more expeditious; as I do 
expect the River to brake up in a few days. 

22nd Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday with clear Weather; 
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One Man planeing boards, Three Men sheeving pallasadoes, 1778 
the rest employed at the Press, packed 21 Bundles of Furrs; April 
The Indian that arrived Yesterday went away, late in the 
Evening an Indian Man and his Wife arrived from the 
Beaver Lake, brought 40 made Beaver in Beaver and Catts. 

23rd Thursday. Nind variable with warm weather part 
Cloudy and part clear, The Men employed as Yesterday; 
packed sixteen bundles of Furrs; One Goose to day. 

24th Friday. ind East a small breeze with clear warm 
Weather, One Man repairing Nets; The rest employed as 
Yesterday; packed sixteen bundles of Furrs; the Indian Man 
and his Wife went away. 

25th Saturday. Nind variable from South to the NWt. 
with Warm Weather till Noon, afterwards blowed a stiff 
breeze; Sent two Men a hunting, two Men planeing boards, 
one Man repairing Nets the rest clearing away the Rubbish 
from about the Works; in the Evening three families of 
Indians arrived from the Northward, they brought no 
Provisions and but very few Furrs; one of them has been a 
Leader at Prince of Wales Fort, but has this Year traded most 
of his Furrs with the Canadians that reside at the Beaver Lake. 
Mr. Hansom and myself went to the River, and found by all 
apperances she had broke up Yesterday;- the water still 
continues rising, so that it appears to be deluge; Received four 
ducks from the Hunters, no Geese nor Swans to be got the 
best places for shooting them being all Overflowed. 

26th Sunday. Nind Easterly a fresh gale with Cloudy 
Weather at times, the Indians traded some Brandy and got 
drunk; sent two Men to the River; in the Evening returned, 
they inform Me that the Ice is stopt and that the Water is 
fallen above three foot perpendicular. 

27th Monday. Wind ESE a fresh gale with cold raw cloudy 
Weather, rain’d a little this morning, Sent two Mena hunting, 
one Man planeing boards, one making a box to put the small 
Articles of trading Goods in to go up the River Sas,kas,i,wan, 
the rest shaving Palliasadoes for the Garden Mr. Hansom and 
Myself packed the trading Goods for the intended Expedition; 
One Family of Indians went away that arrived on the 25th 


1778 
April 


May 


230 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


Received seven ducks from our Hunters also two Geese from 
an Indian man; the Weather being uncertain prevents our 
having Canoes repaired as yet. 

28th Tuesday. Wind ESE a strong Gale with clear 
Weather; sent two Men a hunting; One Man planeing 
boards, Magnus Twatt repairing a Gun; the rest pointing and 
shaving Palisades Received Sixteen ducks and four Geese from 
our Hunters and Indians. 

29th Wednesday. Nind variable light breezes, with clear 
Weather; Magnus Twatt and one Man planeing boards, the 
rest employed as Yesterday a few Geese and ducks from the 
Hunters; Sent some of the Indians away for Birch rind, to 
build a Canoe according to their promise in the Winter, 
some Indians employed repairing our Canoes, in the Evening 
sent one Man to Sas,kash,i;wan River, He returned with an 
Account that the Water has fallen greatly and that there is but 
little Ice driving, but a great deal still Remaining on the Banks. 

30th Thursday. Wind NE a brisk gale with clear Weather 
till the Evening, afterwards small showers of Rain; The men 
employed as Yesterday, the Indians employed repairing our 
Canoes received 11 Geese and 2 Swans from our Hunters. 

1st Friday. Wind Northerly a small breeze with Cloudy 
Rainey Weather, fitted out William Walker and four Men for 
their Journey up Sas,kash,i,wan River also two Indians to 
assist them; the rest employed about odd Jobbs within doors; 
the Ice much broke up on the Lake; the Indians that went 
away for Birch rind on the 29th returned but have not brought 
enough for one Canoe. 

and Saturday. Wind Easterly till 10 o’Clock afterwards 
blowed a strong Gale from the Westward attended with Snow 
and sleet; the Men employed carrying Canoes and Trading 
goods to the River; the Weather being bad obliged us to 
leave off before We could finish the Jobb, in the Evening two 
Indians arrived from the Northward brought a few Furrs, they 
paid their debts and traded some Brandy and got drunk. Sent 
William Walker and one Man to take care of the Goods. 

3rd Sunday. Wind WNW a stiff gale with cold raw 
Weather, the Indians that arrived traded and went away. 
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4th Monday. Wind Westerly a fresh gale Weather mostly 
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cloudy with Snow at times; a strong frost last night, sent off May 


William Walker and four Men (Viz) Robert Davey, Charles 
Isham, William Oman, William Taylor to go up Sas,kash,i,wan 
River to meet Indians above the Canadian Traders Settlement 
and to induce them to go down to to York Fort to trade or to 
come here; I have sent with them an assortment of Trading 
Goods to the amount of 862 Beaver in goods for the above 
purpose and to trade with any Indians who may be unwilling 
to come down; two Indians went with them, whom I have 
employed to assist in the Journey, I sent all the men to assist 
in carrying the Goods to the River except Mr. Hansom and 
Myself; they embarked about Noon; my reason for not 
sending more Goods is because there is not Men sufficient to 
protect them from the Insults of the Natives; I intend to send 
as soon as the season will permit Mr. Hansom and four Men 
with goods to the Northward to meet the A,tho,puss,cow, 
Indians, then there will be but three men besides myself at the 
House, which induces me to send but five Men up the River; 
Sent the Indians a Goose hunting but returned without 
Success. 

sth Tuesday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze with cold raw 
Cloudy Weather, Sent two Men to hunt Geese, One Man 
planeing boards, the rest about necessary Jobbs; Received five 
Geese from our Indian hunters, very few to be seen, the cold 
Weather having sent them to the Southward. 

6th Wednesday. \Nind and Weather as yesterday, the Men 
employed as before, received four Swans and two Geese from 
Indians, a strong Frost last night. 

7th Thursday. Wind NNW a brisk gale and Cloudy till 
Noon, afterwards clear mild Weather the men employed as 
Yesterday, the two Men I sent a hunting on the sth Instant, 
returned brought Seven Geese and two ducks, also received two 
Swans and four Geese from Indians; in the Evening two 
Canadians and three Indians passed by on their Journey from 
the Beaver Lake to Sas,kash,i,wan river to wait the Canoes 
going down in which they are to embark; as there is Indians 
with them | did not think it was necessary to give them a 
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supply of any kind further than as much dried meat as was 
sufhicient for one meal. 

8th Friday. Wind Variable from the South to the Northwest 
a fresh Gale with clear Weather, a strong frost last night; 
Magnus Twatt planeing boards, the rest employed about 
various duties; received two Geese and four ducks from 
Indians, in the Afternoon a Canadian arrived here on his 
Journey from the Beaver Lake down to the great carrying 
place, some disputes happening between him and his Master 
has induced him to leave his Master he brought with him a 
few Furrs which he traded for powder, Shot, and Tobacco 
for his Supply on his Journey; the Ice much broke on the 
shore. 

gth Saturday. WNind Variable with clear moderate Weather; 
sent two Men a hunting, One Man planeing boards, the rest 
employed pointing palisades and making Wooden Pegs for 
ditto; Received two Geese and four Ducks from hunters no 
Geese flying a strong frost last Night. 

10th Sunday. Wind Easterly a stiff breeze with cold raw 
Cloudy Weather performed Divine Service. 

11th Monday. Wind variable from East to the SW. 
Weather cloudy with Sleet and Rain; Men employed about 
odd Jobbs within doors, at Noon two Indians arrived from the 
Northward one of which brought nothing, the other no more 
then eight made Beaver which he traded for necessaries and 
went off immediately. 

12th Tuesday. Wind WNW a fresh Gale Weather cloudy 
with a continuance of Snow, Men employed as Yesterday, 
there being no Working without doors. 

13th Wednesday. Wind NNW a stiff breeze, with cold, 
raw, cloudy Weather till Noon, afterwards clear and more 
milder; Men employed about necessary Jobbs without doors; 
in the Evening an Indian Man and his Wife arrived from the 
Southd. brought with them a few Geese, but no Furrs of any 
kind except one black bear Skin, which he killed on the road; 
He says the Indians are all in a starving condition, having 
traded what Provisions they had procured for Canoe building 
with the Canadians at U’Bas,que,ah, Hill so that now they are 
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rendered uncapable of performing that duty; if this information 
be true their is but little prospect of their assistance in going 
down to York Fort, for all their fair promises to me in the 
Winter; Received three Geese from Indian Hunters; a 
strong frost last Night; the Ice in the Lake drove much on this 
Shore. 

14th Thursday. Nind variable light breezes with clear 
Weather; sent two Men in a Canoe to Sas,kash,i,wan River 
to hunt Geese; Magnus Twatt planeing boards; the rest 
pointing Palisades and getting Ribbons for ditto; received four 
Geese from our Indian hunters. 

15th Friday. Wind SWt. a brisk Gale with clear warm 
Weather; Magnus Twatt employed as Yesterday the rest 
about various dutys; the two Men sent a hunting Yesterday 
returned in the Evening brought twenty eight Geese, also 
received twenty Geese from Indians, some Indians employed 
fitting up Canoes. 

16th Saturday. Nind South light breezes, Weather clear 
and very warm, Magnus Twatt employed as before; Sent 
two Men to the River to hunt Geese, also two Indians; two 
Men fitting Palisades to the Ribbons, the rest sowed the 
Garden, some Indians still employed fitting up old Canoes. 

17th Sunday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, in the Afternoon two Indians arrived from the 
Westward in a Canoe, they say they have been much troubled 
with Ice, having been obliged to haul their Canoe most part of 
the Way; what they have brought is but a mear trifle; the 
Indians sent a hunting Yesterday returned without Success; 
the Ice on the Lake drove about a mile off shore. 

18th Monday. Wind SWt. a fresh Gale till Noon afterwards 
varied to the NWt. almost calm rained a little last night, sent 
two Men to set fishing nets and to attend the same, Magnus 
Twatt making a Box to put small Articles of trading Goods in 
for the Northward Expedition; the rest employed about 
various duty; the two Men sent a hunting the 16th returned 
brought 28 Geese also received 10 Geese from Indians the two 
Indians that arrived Yesterday traded what trifle they brought 
and went away, I sent by them for their tent mates, some 
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Tobacco and a few other Articles to induce them to come here 
with what little Furrs they may have by them. 

19th Tuesday. Wind NWt. a small breeze with cloudy 
Weather; sent two Men to hunt Geese, one Man employed 
in the Carpenter way, two Men fitting the Stockades into the 
Ribbon ready for setting up, at Noon the Fishermen returned 
with two Sturgeon, they were obliged to leave their Canoe a 
little distance off the Ice being much drove upon this Shore by 
the Northwest wind. 

20th Wednesday. Wind Westerly with a small breeze till 
the Evening, afterwards varied to the Eastward almost Calm; 
Men employed as Yesterday the Hunters returned without 
Success no Geese to be got where they was a hunting, in the 
Evening Catabobinow the U’Bas,qui,ah, Leader arrived here 
by land, having left his Canoe a little way on this side of the 
Entrance into this Lake being stopped with Ice which by the 
Westerly winds is drove on this Shore; He brought about 30 
made Beaver most of which being his debt; He informs me 
there is three Canoes laying at U’Bas,que,ah who have pressed 
him greatly to trade with them which he declined telling them 
he would not trade with them, also two Indians arrived from 
above brought a few Geese which I traded. 

21st Thursday. Wind Northerly Weather part clear part 
cloudy, sent two Men to the Nets brought three Sturgeon, the 
rest employed setting up Palisades the U’Bas,que,ah Leader 
went away, I sent by him some Brandy and Tobacco to induce 
them to go down, He says none of them are building Canoes 
except himself and another Man; the Wind blowing fresh 
from the Eastward last night drove the Ice off shore. 

22nd Friday. Wind Easterly a strong Gale Weather cloudy, 
Men employed; Magnus Twatt Planeing boards one man 
with Mr. Hansom and myself packing up Goods for the 
Northward, the rest employed about various duties at Noon 
two Indians arrived from below brought 20 Geese which they 
traded for Ammunition and Brandy; in the Evening eight 
Canoes arrived from above most of which had nothing, they 
being but just come from the Canadians upper Settlement, the 
others have been here this Spring with Furrs and have now 
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brought a few more which they have traded part for Brandy and 
got drunk. 

23rd Saturday. ‘Wind and Weather variable sent two Men 
to the Nets brought three Sturgeon, the rest employed as 
Yesterday, the two Indians that came with Geese Yesterday, 
at Noon went away, the others traded a little Brandy and got 
drunk. 

24th Sunday. Wind Variable from NWt. to East light 
breezes with clear warm Weather, the Indians trading a few 
skins for Liquor, I also traded from them a half wore Canoe 
built in the Canadian form of a middling size; in the Evening 
an Indian man with his Wife arrived here from the Canadians 
upper Settlement, who informed me of William Walker and the 
other Men’s safe arrival there, also of eighteen Canoes having 
been sent off at different times down to the great Carrying 
place with Furrs. 

25th Monday. ind Easterly a fresh Gale with cold raw 
cloudy Weather; Sent two Men to the Nets who returned 
without Success, Magnus Twatt planeing boards, the rest 
fitting Palisades to the Ribbons ready for setting up; in the 
Evening four Canoes arrived from the Northward but have 
brought little or nothing with them, having traded their Furrs 
with the Canadians at the Beaver Lake in the Winter. 

26th Tuesday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze, Weather part 
Cloudy part clear, one Man planeing boards the rest setting 
up Palisades; at Noon Peter Pond one of the Canadian 
traders arrived here with five large Canoes from above loaded 
with Goods; He is going to penetrate into the A,tho, pus,cow,! 
country as far as he can possibly go and there to stay this next 
Winter; He brought Isaac Batt with two Bundles of Furrs 
from the upper Settlement he not having a Canoe to come down 
in, I could not but in Civility ask him to come in the House for 
his kindness; I also returned him thanks for the Supply of 
Provisions he gave to William Walker when he arrived at the 


1 Pond reached Athabaska River during the following summer or autumn and 
built a post near the head of its delta south of Lake Athabaska (Tyrrell, Fournals 
of Hearne and Turnor, p. 56). 
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upper Settlement which William Walker informs me was of 
great Service to him, there being no Indians there to trade 
Provisions from; Isaac Batt informs me that neither he 
nor Robert Longmoor could perswade the Indians to build 
Canoes but went all In in the Winter and traded all their 
Furrs. 

27th Wednesday. Nind Northerly light breezes with clear 
Weather sent off Mr. Hansom and four men Vizt. James 
Banks, Malchom Ross, Nichs. Wishart and William Lieutit 
to meet the A,tho,pus,cow Indians, I have sent with them an 
assortment of Goods to the amount of 1023 Beaver to trade 
with Indians who may be unwilling to come here, I have also 
sent two Indians to assist and conduct them on the road as there 
is none of our people knows it; the other Men employed about 
necessary Jobbs within doors. 

28th Thursday. Wind WSW a fresh breeze with clear 
Weather, sent two Men to the Nets, return’d with one small 
Sturgeon, one Man planeing boards the other Men employed 
within doors, some of the Inds. went away and some Inverleads 
came. 

29th Friday. Wind variable a fresh Gale a times sent two 
Men to set two Nets and to look at the others that was set 
before; the other two Men employed within doors; in the 
Evening the fishermen returned without Success; the Indians 
having robbed the Nets in the night. 

30th Saturday. ‘WNind NW a strong Gale with Rain till 
Evening afterwards clear and moderate, the Men employed 
about necessary Jobbs within doors, in the Evening sent two 
Men to attend the Nets and to stop the Indians from Robbing 
them in the night; last Evening four tents of Indians arrived 
here, but has not brought one skin with them. 

31st Sunday. Wind NNW with variable Weather I sent 
off six Canoes of Indians three of which arrived from the 
Northd. last Monday, the other I engaged here, I have sent 
with them 25 Bundles of Furrs for York Fort under the care 
of Magnus Sclator, not having any more men to spare; 


fishermen returned brought four Sturgeon and a few small 
fish. 
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Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humphery Martin 
CumBERLaANnD Houser 31st May 
Goop Sir 
Es,con having come here in the Month of April with 

part of Your debt to be taken care of here he being afraid to 
keep the Furrs at his tent for fear he should be robbed by the 
Canadians at the Beaver lake; He offered his Service to assist 
in carrying down Furrs to York Fort which I readily agreed to 
as he is a trusty Indian. I have sent by these Indians twenty 
five Bundles of Furrs, contents as Pr. inclosed Account, 
fourteen Men being at present abroad I can only spare one 
Man to send with them but expect they will carry the Bundles 
with care. I have Sir given these Indians three Beaver in 
trading Goods as payment for to carry down each Bundle being 
of the Computed Weight and bulk of thirty Beaver, and two 
for each of the small ones. 

On the 4th Instant I sent off William Walker and four Men 
more assisted by two Indians to meet Indians above the traders 
upper Settlement and endeavour to induce them to trade with him 
as there is no possibility of any Indians getting past that place. 

I have received account from them since of their being all 
well but detain’d on their passage up by the Ice being thrown 
on the shores in such quantities that it prevented them from 
tracking and the Current being to strong for paddling so that 
before they could arrive, the Indians had traded and gone 
three days before their Arrival, so that their Labour will be in 
vain. Dear Sir I am sorry to inform You of the fall of trade at 
this place, but indeed it is no Wonder; there went 39 Canoes 
up Sas,kash,i,wan River last fall, four at the Beaver Lake and 
two at U’Bas,que,ah Hill which is cut us off intirely from the 
Bas,que,ah Indians, there has not been one of them here since 
the last Fall, except the Leader Cat,a,bob,in,ow, and there is 
but little prospect of them going down, as they have not built 
Canoes this Spring; Our trade at present no more then 2200 
and odd and but little prospect of any more. 

On the 27th Instant I sent off Mr. Hansom and four Men 
assisted by two Indians with tradg. goods to the Northward to 
meet the A,tho,pus,cow Indians and to trade with who may be 
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unwilling to come here. I conclude wishing better Success to 
the Company’s Affairs and health and happiness to Yourself 
and all under Your Command 

Remain Dear Sir 
PS. Pleasexto Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
Remember me to the WILLIAM Tomison 
Gentlemen of Your Mess, these 
Indians has nothing to Aonand of You foriher then by way of 
Friendship, being paid here to the full. 


1st Monday. Wind NEt. a fresh Gale, Wear. cloudy with 
Rain at times; Men employed about necessary duty, last 
Evening two Indians arrived in a Canoe from above on their 
Journey down to the great carrying place they had with them 
one bundle of Furrs which I found they did not intend to trade 
with me I therefore asked them the reason, they said they 
would trade wth. me if I would give them a large Keg of 
Brandy for nothing and afterward to trade such and such 
Articles for two Beaver, which I told them I could not do as it 
was greatly above the Standard, they told me they could get 
at the great carrying place an eight Gallon Keg of Rum for 
five Beaver, a Blanket for two and a fathom of Cloth at the 
same rate and all other Articles in proportion, they traded 
13 Skins with me for which I gave the full Standard and then 
they was not satisfyed. 

and Tuesday. Wind ENE a fresh Gale with Rain till Noon, 
afterwards Snowed very hard, the Men employed within doors. 

3rd Wednesday. Wind and Weather variable One Man 
planeing boards, sent the other two to the Nets, who returned 
with one Sturgeon in the forenoon some Indians arrived from 
above, brought a few Furrs also four middling size Canoes to 
trade according to their promise in the Winter, they traded 
some Liquor and got drunk; William Walker and the rest of 
the Men arrived from up the River Sas,kash,1,wan but have 
had but little Success in trade. 

4th Thursday. Wind variable with Cloudy rainey Weather; 
Men employed within doors, except two Sent to attend the 
Nets, I overhauld the trading Goods and Furrs received from 
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William Walker I found he had traded 290 Beaver in trading 1778 
Goods for which I received 424 made Beaver in Furrs, I also June 
received from Robert Longmoor 150 made Beaver in furrs for 
82 made Beaver in trading Goods sent Inland with him last 
Fall; William Walker informs that there was 10 Canoes came 
there after his arrival and the traders being Superior in Number 
to him they took most of their Furrs into their Houses, and 
they would not allow the Indians to trade with whom they 
pleased by debaring the Furrs in their Custody. 

5th Friday. Wind Northerly light breezes with very warm 
Weather; one Man planeing boards, the rest employed at the 
press; packed twenty Bundles of Furrs three tents of Indians 
went off the plantation to Fish and hunt Moose. 

6th Saturday. Wind SW with warm Weather. The Men 
employed as Yesterday twenty five Bundles of Furrs packed to 
day, three tents of Indians went off the Plantation, they have 
promised to assist in carrying down Furrs to York Fort as soon 
as they can procure a little Provision for their Journey; in the 
Fvening the Fishermen returned brought three small Sturgeon ; 
three Canoes arrived from across the Lake brought about 30 
made Beaver. 

7th Sunday. ‘Nind Variable with hot sultry Weather, I sent 
four Men for some Moose flesh that an Indian killed yesterday, 
they returned with 196 lb. 

8th Monday. Wind NWt. a fresh Gale, with clear 
Weather; Robert Longmoor and two Men getting Wood 
work for a Canoe, two Men planeing boards, the rest 
employed about various duties; one small Sturgeon from the 
Nets. 

9th Tuesday. Wind Northerly a fresh Gale with clear 
Weather till Noon afterwards cloudy, two Men planeing 
boards, two Men repairing Nets, two Men with Robert 
Longmoor getting Wood work for a Canoe Sent two Men to 
set Nets and to attend the same, in the Evening one Canoe 
arrived brought a little Moose Flesh. 

10th Wednesday. ‘Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the people employed as before, In the Evening the 
Fishermen returned without Success no Fish to be caught, at 
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1778 eight o’Clock an Indian hunter arrived brought 6 Geese and a 
June little Moose flesh which they traded for Liquor. 
11th Thursday. Wind variable light breezes with very warm 
Weather, sent two Men to the Nets, returned with no better 
Success than before; one Man planeing boards, Robert 
Longmoor and two Men employed about Canoe Work; the 
rest employed about necessary Jobbs I sent off Six Canoes of 
English and Indians by whom I have sent 26 Bundles of Furrs 
&c for York Fort, under the care of William Flatt, Robert 
Davey and Charles Isham, these are going do[wn] the Sea Lake 
track, at Noon the Leader Cat,a,bob,in,ow, accompanied by 
10 Canoes of U’Bas,qui,ah, Indians arrived, only three of 
which are intended to go down, Brandy and Tobacco being 
the principle Articles that will induce them to down, I therefore 
gave them some Brandy and Tobacco by which some more of 
them consented to go down also an Indian arrived who I sent 
sometime ago for Birch rind, He has brought near enough for 
one Canoe also brought a little Moose flesh which he traded 
for Liquor. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humphrey Martin 


CuMBERLAND House 10 June 1778 

Goon SiR 
The Men sent up Sas,kash,i,wan River having returned 
the 3rd Instant, but no Indians here being willing to go down 
with Furrs has prevented me from sending till this time; the 
Number of Canoes now sent eleven English and Indians by 
whom I have sent 49 Bundles of Furrs contents as Pr. inclosed 
account. Sir I have paid these Indians as I did those sent 
before, three Beaver for each large Bundle and two for the 
small ones which is according to their agreement with me. Sir 
I have sent the Indent of Trading Goods, Stores &c which 
please to enlarge or lessen according as You may find 
Conveniency; I have also sent the Remains of Trading Goods, 
so that if the Quantity of Goods now Indented for cannot be 
conveyed You will be the better Judge to send what Articles 
may be most wanted. I have sent presents to the U’Bas,que,ah, 
Indians to induce them to come in to assist in going down, but 
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I beleive it will be to little purpose, as I am fully perswaded 
the Canadian traders makes them presents to prevent them 
from assisting us; I conclude with wishing You and all Your 
Command health and happiness and so remain 

Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
Pow) (he English Witi1aM Tomison 
now sent, Charles Isham 
Robert Davey, and William Flatt, the latter not being agreeable 
to stay up without being assured of his Wages he sent for; I 
have therefore sent him down. 


12th Friday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, fitted five 
Men out for their Journey to York Fort, Magnus Twatt 
finished planeing the roof boards, Robert Longmoor employed 
about Canoe work; the rest about odd Jobbs, paid the Indians 
off for to carry down Furrs to York Fort. 

13th Saturday. ‘Wind NNE with a fresh Gale till the 
Evening afterwards moderate Cloudy Weather Magnus Twatt 
Repairing the North Gate and putting a cross barr on the 
inside, sent two Men to the Nets, who returned with one small 
Sturgeon and brought the Nets home to dry and be repaired, 
sent off eleven Canoes for York Fort by whom I have sent 49 
Bundles of Furrs under the care of William Walker and four 
men more. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humphery Martin 


CuMBERLAND House 13¢h Fune 1778 

Goon Sir 
By the arrival of some of the U’Bas,que,a, Indians on 
the 11th Instant affords me a third Oppertunity of sending 
down Furrs, the Number of Canoes now sent eleven English 
and Indians by whom I have sent 49 bundles of Furrs, 
Contents as Pr. Account inclosed under the care of William 
Walker and four men more these are going down the same 
track as those sent the 11th Instant. I intend to appoint the 
following persons to be left at the House when I set off for 
York Fort (Vizt.) Mr. Joseph Hansom in Charge, Magnus 
Twatt, James Spence James Banks, William Grey and 
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Nicholas Wishart; Malchom Ross I intend to take down as 
he is Capable of bringing up a Canoe. Magnus Twatt being 
the only Man here at present whose time is expired the next 
year, He has sent his resolve for fifteen pounds Pr. Annum; 
Which I cannot say is more than he really deserves he being a 
very handy man and if continued here, there will be no 
Occasion for a House Carpenter as he is capable of doing any 
thing that may be required here. William Grey and James 
Spence has agreed to stay one Year at 1of Pr. Annum; but if 
the Company should make any addition to their other 
Labouring Servants, they expect the same encouragement to 
be made to them; I conclude with Wishing better Success to 
the Company’s affairs and health and happiness attend You 
and all under Your Command, and so Remain 
Dear Sir 
Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
WiiiaM TomIson 

P.S. Please to remember me to the Gentlemen of Your Mess, 
these Indians now sent have nothing to demand from You 


more than by way of Friendship. 


14th Sunday. Wind variable with light breezes and sultry 
hot Weather, the U’Bas,que,ah, Indians that arrived the 11th 
Instant went away to hunt Moose, also some Inverleads that 
was here before. 

15th Monday. Wind NNW a fresh gale, with Cloudy 
Weather; Magnus Twatt employed in the Carpentering Way; 
Robert Longmoor making Wood work for a Canoe, the rest 
employed about various duties. 

16th Tuesday. Wind variable from the NWt. to the SE 
light breezes and very warm Weather; two men sawing stuff 
for the false roof, one Man repairing Nets Robert Longmoor 
employed as Yesterday. 

17th Wednesday. Nind variable Weather clear and sultry; 
the Men employed as Yesterday; sent an Indian man and his 
Wife for Birch rind, as the quantity before brought is not 
enough for a Canoe. 

18th Thursday. Wind ESE a stiff breeze part clear part 
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cloudy the Men employed as before, in the Evening an Indian 1778 
arrived brought 75 lb. of Sturgeon. June 

19th Friday. Vind Easterly and Cloudy Weather with a 
Continual Rain; the Men employed within doors the Indian 
man and his Wife sent away 17th return’d returned brought 
three fathom of birch rind, which with nine fathom before 
brought will be sufficient for one Canoe. 

20th Saturday. Wind as Yesterday with Cloudy rainey 
Weather till 10 o’Clock afterwards thunder with flying showers 
at times, sent two Men to set three Nets the other Man 
assisting Robert Longmoor to finish the Wood Work for a 
Canoe. 

21st Sunday. Wind and Weather variable, a very heavy 
rain last night which continued till 6 o’Clock this morning, 
three Canadian Canoes from the Beaver Lake on their Journey 
down to the great carrying place put ashore here, their reason 
for coming here is there being distressed for want of Provisions, 
I told them I was not at Liberty to give them any supply as I 
did not know whether it might be consistant with Your Honors 
orders, but having known the great necessity of the want of 
Food at sometimes myself, Humanity would not allow me to 
let them go without a small supply I therefore gave them 40 |b. 
beat meat and 12 |b. of Fat for which they was very thankfull, 
they also informed me that Mr. Hansom has traded more 
Furrs then he can conveniently carry in the two Canoes he had 
away with him, I have therefore sent off Magnus Twatt, James 
Spence and William Gray with an Indian to assist them I also 
sent 30 lb. beat meat 20 lb. of dried Moose flesh and 12 |b. 
Fat has the Canadians also informed me of their being in want 
of Provisions. 

22nd Monday. Wind WNW Strong Gale Weather Cloudy 
with Rain at times; Robert Longmoor repairing a Canoe. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind Northerly, Weather clear with a fresh 
breeze at times, at seven o’Clock Mr. Joseph Hansom arrived 
from the Northward accompanyed by six Canoes of 
A,tho,pus,cow Indians, also some others he was obliged to 
employ to assist him in bringg. the Furrs he had traded, he 
not being able to bring them without their assistance; Mr. 
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Hansom has brought by this Expedition 2010 made Beaver in 
return for 923 Beaver in goods traded and otherwise Expended ; 
The Men employed drying the wet Furrs, the Furrs now 
brought consists wholly of Coat and parchment Beaver; 
treated the Indians with some Liquor and paid them that 
assisted in bringing the Furrs, also traded a few skins with the 
others for Liquor. 

24th Wednesday. Wind SEt. a stiff Gale with clear 
Weather, Robert Longmoor and one Man Canoe building; 
the rest employed at the Press, also traded with the Indians 
that arrived Yesterday and presented them with some small 
presents as far as Nature of Affairs would allow for their better 
encouragement to come again. 

25th Thursday. Wind Variable, Weather part clear part 
Cloudy with Rain at times, Robert Longmoor and one Man 
employed as Yesterday; Sent James Spence and an Indian 
with presents of Tobacco to Indians and to induce them to 
come here to assist us in carrying down Furrs, the rest employed 
at the Press, packed 20 bundles of Furrs; at Noon the 
A,tho,pus,cow Indians went away. 

26th Friday. Wind Northerly a strong Gale with Rain in 
the forenoon; the Men employed as Yesterday packed 16 
Bundles of Furrs. 

27th Saturday. Wind and Weather variable; the Men 
employed as before; packed 16 Bundles of Furrs, in the 
Evening sent off three Canoes of Indians down to the fishing 
place below, to fish and hunt till I come to them, I sent with 
them 14 Bundles of Furrs; James Spence and the Indian 
returned without Success having found no Indians except two 
Women who inform’d them that the others had set off after the 
Canadians that are gone up the Beaver River. 

28th Sunday. Wind ENE a strong Gale Weather Cloudy 
with Rain at times. 

29th Monday. Wind NEt. a strong Gale with Cloudy 
rainey Weather, rained very hard last night; no Working 
without doors; the men employed baleing the Water out of 
the Scellor and doing other trifling Jobbs within doors. 

30th Tuesday. Wind Northerly and Squally Weather with 
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rain at times; Robert Longmoor and one Man employed in 
the Canoe way; sent two Men to the Nets who returned 
without Success; the late Wind having drove one Net ashore 
which they brought home to be repaired, the rest employed in 
Garden; an Indian arrived in the night brought a little Moose 
flesh which he traded for Tobacco. 

1st Wednesday. Nind variable from NWt. to NEt. a 
moderate breeze, part Cloudy, part clear; Robert Longmoor 
finish’d the Canoe; sent two Men to the Nets who returned 
with one small Sturgeon, the rest employed about various 
duties; Paid the Indians that are to assist us in carrying down 
Furrs,! and examined the Remains of Trading Goods Stores 
and Provisions; I intend to proceed to morrow if Wind and 
Weather will permit.? 


Received of Mr. William Tomison the Charge of Cumberland 
House with the Stores and Trading Goods &c as Per Account 
sent home; Witness my hand this 2nd day July 1778. 


JosepH Hansom 


1 A.11/116, fo. 41, H. Marten to Governor and Committee, York Fort, 
August 28, 1778, “...the Trade at York Fort now actually sent home is no 
more than 7510 13/30 made Beaver, that at Cumberland house and brought to 
York Fort 5900 made Beaver ”. For the figures in the York Fort account 
book see Introduction, p. xciil, n. I. 

2 B.239/a/75, York Fort Journal, August 1, 1778, “... Mr. Wm. Tomison, 
James Banks, Malcolm Ross, Robt. Longmoor, & Wm. Lewtit, arrived from 
your Honors Inland Settlement, with a partie of Indians in all 11 canoes some of 
which large, overhauled all the furrs they brought, some of them being very wet, 
Mr. Tomison informs me he was obliged to leave 18 bundles of furrs amounting, 
in the whole to near 600 made beaver not being able to procure Indians to assist 
in bringing them down, he left but 5 men Inland, too few by farr, to guard your 
property, and Consequently secure their own lives, should they be attacked, 
which by the apparent temper of the Natives, and the Instigation of the 
Canadian’s, may be the case, for those people stick at nothing to set the Indians 
against us.” 
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A Journal of the most 
remarkable Transactions and Occurrences 
at Cumberland House from 2d July 1778 
to 8th June 1779 
by 
Joseph Hansom 


B.49/a/7. This foolscap journal still retains its original vellum cover on 
which the title on p. 247 appears. Itisa fair copy and covers fifty-nine folios, the 
remaining seven being blank. The first part of the journal is summarised in 
Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 57-60. 


By Joseph Hansom 


2nd Thursday. Nind easterly a fresh breeze; Weather, 1778 
clear and Pleasant; At Noon Mr. Tomison accompanied by July 
four Englishmen and Indians set off for their Journey down 
to York Fort with 47 Bundles of Furrs for want of the assistance 
of more Indians; 22 Bundles of Furrs are left behind; The 
Natives in general are not agreeable to go down as they can be 
supplied with their Necessaries at home by the Canadian 
Traders. One Canoe arrived with some Moose Flesh, which 
they Traded and return’d; In the Evening another Canoe 
came with 60 Ibs. of Moose Flesh, which I traded, and finding 
him agreeable to go down to York Fort with Furrs I employed 
him and sent him off with four Bundles; He expects to overtake 
Mr. Tomison to Night. 

3rd Friday. Wind Easterly a strong Gale, dark cloudy 
Weather, with Rain and Thunder till Noon afterwards clear, 
The Men employed in the Garden; late at Night two Canoes 
arrived with green Moose flesh to Trade. 

4th Saturday. Wind SE with a heavey Rain and squalls of 
Wind till Evening, then moderate clear Weather; sent two 
Men to the Nets, one Sturgeon; the Inds. that came 
Yesterday went away; Traded from them 219 lbs. green 
Moose Flesh. 

5th Sunday. WNind Easterly a strong Gale; Weather cloudy 
with hard showers of Rain at times; three Canoes of Basquia 
Indians arrived with some Provisions. 

6th Monday. ind as Yesterday; Weather cloudy with 
light Showers of Rain at times; The Indians that came 
Yesterday went away traded from them 84 lb. beat Meat; 
In the Evening two Canoes arrived with green Moose flesh; 
The Men employed drying part of the Meat that came on 
Friday. 

7th Tuesday. A strong Gale Northerly with light showers of 
rain at times; the Indians that came Yesterday went away 
Traded from them 260 lbs. of Flesh; The men employed 
bailing the Water out of the Cellars, and drying the green 
meat for Preservation. 
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8th Wednesday. Wind NE a small breeze Weather cloudy, 
sent two Men to the Nets and to set another; return’d not 
finding them that are set; The great rise of Water occasioned 
by the late Rains, have overflowed them. The other two men 
drying of meat. 

gth Thursday. Wind as Yesterday Weather cloudy with 
light showers of Rain at times; The people employed bailing 
the Water out of the Cellars and doing other odd Jobbs 
within doors. 

10th Friday. Wind Northerly a strong Gale; Weather 
cloudy; Two men employed in the Carpentering business the 
other two about necessary duty within doors. 

11th Saturday. Wind Variable light breezes. Weather 
clear and Sultry with a light shower of Rain in the Evening 
The People employed bailing the Water out of the Cellars and 
attending the Nets; received four small Fish. 

12th Sunday. Wind WSW a small breeze the first of the 
day, the latter part heavey squalls of Wind and Rain with 
Thunder. 

13th Monday. Little Wind variable dark cloudy Weather 
with drizzling rain at times; The Men employed at the new 
roof and taking off part of the old one; at Noon two Canoes 
of Superanuted Indians came to the House without any thing. 

14th Tuesday. Astrong Galeeasterly; dark cloudy Weather; 
the people employed as Yesterday; at Noon seven Canoes of 
Pi,go,go,mew Indians arrived with some dry Provisions to 
trade. 

15th Wednesday. Wind variable light breezes, Weather 
cloudy with Thunder and a light shower of rain in the 
Evening; The men employed as Yesterday; traded the 
Provisions and a few Furrs (14 made Beaver) from the Natives 
that came Yesterday. 

16th Thursday. Wind Northerly a strong Gale, dark 
cloudy Weather, with a continual rain; The men employed 
within doors. 

17th Friday. Wind Northerly a stiff breeze till Noon in the 
Evening calm; The men employed; two at work on the 
new roof; the others airing the old Stock of Provisions; 


JULY 18-27, 1778 oS 


The Indians that came on the 13 & 14 Instant went 1778 
away. July 

18th Saturday. Wind variable light breezes; Weather 
clear and pleasant; The people employed as Yesterday. 

19th Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday. 

20th Monday. Wind WSW a gentle breeze Weather 
Cloudy; The men employed; Two in airing the Provisions; 
30 Ib. of which I condemn’d, it being damaged; the other 
Men assisting Magnus Twatt in fitting the false beams for the 
false roof on the North side of the House. 

21st Tuesday. Wind WSW a light breeze the first of the 
day, the latter part a strong Gale Northerly with drizzling 
rain; The people employed at the false roof; One Canoe 
arrived with a few skins and some dried Provisions to Trade. 

22nd Wednesday. Little Wind variable light breezes, 
Weather clear and pleasant; The people employed as 
Yesterday; The Canoe that came Yesterday went away. 

23rd Thursday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather cloudy and 
Sultry; The men employed as before; Two Canoes of 
Superannuated Indians came to the House to wait for the 
arrival of some of their Relations who went down to York Fort 
with goods. 

24th Friday. Wind SWt. a light breeze, Rainey Weather 
with Thunder and Lightening all day; The people employed 
bailing the Water out of the Cellars and doing other work 
within doors. 

25th Saturday. Wind as Yesterday hot sultry Weather The 
men employed on the False roof on the North side which they 
finished. 

26th Sunday. Wind variable light breezes with heavey 
claps of Thunder till Noon, in the Evening a stiff breeze from 
the Northward and clear Weather; Read divine Service. 

27th Monday. Wind SWt. a light breeze, Weather clear 
and pleasant; Sent two Men to take up the Nets has we have 
had no Success in them, the Water being to deep, Rec’d 2 
small Fish; The other two men at work on the new roof on the 
South side; In the Evening two Canoes arrived brought some 
Moose Flesh to trade. 
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28th Tuesday. Wind variable squally; Weather cloudy 
with a heavey shower of rain in the Evening; The men 
employed two at work on the roof, the others drying the Moose 
flesh that was brought by the Natives yesterday at Noon one 
Canoe arrived brought a little dry Provision which they traded 
and Returned. 

29th Wednesday. A strong Gale NNWt. dark cloudy rainey 
Weather; the Men employed at work on the new roof. 

30th Thursday. Wind Westerly a light breeze fine pleasant 
Weather; The men employed as Yesterday. 

31st Friday. Wind as Yesterday a stiff gale with hard 
showers of rain at times, in the Evening calm and sultry; 
The men employed as on Wednesday. 

1st Saturday. Wind as Yesterday a light breeze. Weather 
clear and pleasant, The people employed as above and finished 
laying the new roof on the south side. 

and Sunday. Wind Westerly a light breeze; Weather 
clear and pleasant, One Canoe of Cow,win,o,tow, Indians 
arrived, brought some Fat to trade. 

3rd Monday. Wind Westerly dark cloudy Weather till Noon 
afterwards clear with a strong Northerly gale; The people 
employed two men at work in the Garden, the other man with 
Magnus Twatt fitting the false beams for the upper roof; 
traded the Fatt (80 lb.) from the Indians that came Yesterday. 

4th Tuesday. Wind NEt. a stiff gale, dark Cloudy Weather, 
The men employed on the false roof. 

sth Wednesday. Wind Easterly dark cloudy Weather, The 
men employed as Yesterday. 

6th Thursday. Wind Westerly a stiff breeze, Weather 
cloudy with drizzling rain at times; The People employed as 
on Tuesday. One Canoe arrived brought 20 lbs. dried Moose 
flesh to trade; the Indians that came on Sunday went away. 

“th Friday. Wind Northerly a stiff breeze, Weather clear 
the people employed as above, the Indians that arrived 
Yesterday went away. 

8th Saturday. Wind Easterly a light breeze, Weather 
clear and pleasant, sent two men to set a Net; one man 


employed in the Garden; Magnus Twatt laying by with a 
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lame leg which he hurt Yesterday, when at work upon the 
false roof. 

gth Sunday. Wind variable from North to SEt. light breezes, 
Weather clear and Sultry. 

10th Monday. Calm, hot sultry Weather; The people 
employed, two men airing the provisions, one man and 
myself attended the fishing Net (one Sturgeon) Magnus 
Twatt lame; One Canoe of Superannuated Natives came to 
the House. 

11th Tuesday. Wind variable from SEt. to West; squally 
with Thunder and Rain alternate; The men employed within 
doors about necessary duty. 

12th Wednesday. Wind Southerly a light breeze Weather 
clear and pleasant; sent two men to the Nets no success, one 
man at work in the Garden, two Canoes arrived brought some 
dry Provision to trade. 

13th Thursday. Wind WSW a light breeze the first of the 
day, in the Evening a strong Gale from the NWt. with 
Thunder and Rain; The people employed as Yesterday; 
at Noon one Canoe arrived from York Fort accompanied by 
one Englishman (James Leask) he informs me of four Canoes 
that are coming with Goods which he left five days ago in a 
River called Grass River, he expects they will be here soon. 
In the Evening five Canoes arrived brought a little Provision. 


Copy of a Letter received from Mr. Humphery Martin 


Dated Yorx Fort 5th Fuly 1778 
SIR 

By the Arrival of Magnus Sclator and Indians with 

him on the 2nd Instant, I had the Pleasure to receive a Letter 
from Mr. Tomison dated May the 29th as it informed me of 
the health of all the Companys Servants Inland, yet I must own 
Sir I was greatly surprized and concerned for the great fall of 
Your Trade, particularly so, as the Trade at this place 1s so 
greatly fallen, at present it not being 7000 this hath been 
partly occasioned by the death of several Bungee Indians and 
by the none arrival of several others whom I| am afraid are 
stopped by the Canadian Traders; let me intreat You Sir to 
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exert Yourself to the Utmost; I have given to Escon a 
Captains Coat as usual, with every thing appertaining thereto, 
to We,see,pe,ynum, a Lieutenants ditto with ditto, to Wilks a 
plain Coat and borderd Cap and to the rest of the Men and all 
the Women somewhat to encourage them; besides two Treats 
of Brandy and Tobacco; I have have paid them 6 Beaver for 
each Bundle of Goods they are to carry Inland and have 
promised them 4 more for each from You, on their delivering 
the said Bundles which are all tallied in the Inside, the Contents 
as Per Invoice; with these Indians I send James Batt, not 
having any other that can paddle a Canoe and can be spared; 
Our Friends at Churchill! and Severn House! were well by the 
Spring pacquets; at the Former place a fine Fall Trade near 
6000 in Prime Furrs; Wishing this party a safe arrival with 
You and all under Your Command Health and Happiness; I 
remain 
Sir 
Your Humble Servant 
Humpurey Martin 


14th Friday. Wind WNW a stiff breeze, Weather clear 
and pleasant; The people employed working at the false roof; 
traded the Provisions from the Indians that came Yesterday, 
and paid the Indians for bringing up the Goods. 

15th Saturday. Little Wind variable; Weather clear and 
pleasant; the people employed as Yesterday; five Canoes 
arrived brought some dried Provisions to trade. 

16th Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday; Ten 
Canoes of Cow,win,o,tow Indians brought a few Furrs to 
Trade; also five Canoes arrived with Goods from York Fort. 

17th Monday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday; Traded 
the Furrs 45 made Beaver from the Cow,win,o,tow Indians 
and paid the other Natives for bringing up the Goods, The 
People employed attending the Gates. 

18th Tuesday. Wind NWt.a strong Gale; Weather cloudy 
with drizzling Rain, the people employed at the false roof 
which they finished, In the Evening fitted out three Canoes of 


1 Samuel Hearne and Matthew Cocking. 
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Natives to carry down 14 Bundles of Furrs to York Fort; the 
Indians that came on Sunday went away. 

19th Wednesday. \Nind Northerly a strong Gale till Noon, 
afterwards Calm, The People employed airing some of the 
Goods that got wet in coming up; In the Evening sent three 
Canoes of Indians with 14 Bundles of Furrs for York Fort. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humphery Martin 


Dated CumBrrtand House 17¢h Augst. 17°78 

Sir, By the arrival of James Leask and part of of the 
Indians with him on the 13 Instant the others also arriving 
three days after with the Goods safe, affords me an Oppertunity 
of sending down with Es,con, and two more Canoes 14 
Bundles of Furrs belonging to last Years Trade, Contents as 
Per inclosed Account. Besides four Bundles which still 
remain I have traded from some of the Pe,go,go,mew, and 
Cow,win,o,tow, Indians 230 odd made Beaver, Ten Canoes of 
the latter arrived Yesterday the Chief of whom is Mun,a,tau, 
who was down at York Fort last Summer; I only collected 
from them 40 odd made Beaver; and not one days allowance 
of Provision for the Six People that are at the House. At 
Present we have no Stock of Food, nor is there any Likelyhood 
of any coming in this Fall, as most of the Prime Hunters are 
come in, not having met with any luck; Our whole dependance 
must be now intirely on a few Buffalo Indians who used to 
come down in the Fall, but they are uncertain as the Canadian 
Masters have left Men up this Summer to Collect provisions 
&ca. against their Arrival! The great rise of Water in the 
Lakes &ca. this Year has obliged us to lay up our Nets, the 
proper fishing places being too deep; I have only served out 
one half days allowance of Fish since Mr. Tomison embarked 
for York Fort; With wishing You and all under Your 
Command Health and happiness I remain 

Sir 
Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
JosEPpH Hansom 


1'When referring to these Canadians in his summary of the above journal 
(Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 57), Tyrrell remarked: “ Probably these 
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P.S. The Indians that brought the Goods up, I have paid 4 
Beaver for each Bundle as Per Your Order and those now sent 
are Paid to the Full. 


20th Thursday. Little Wind Variable light breezes Weather 
clear and pleasant; The men employed, Two attending the 
Fishing Nets no Success; the rest clearing the Warehouses; 
One Canoe arrived brought some Moose Flesh to Trade; 
The Indians that came on Saturday went away. 

21st Friday. Wind Westerly a stiff breeze, Weather 
Cloudy with a light Shower of Rain in the Afternoon, sent 
two Men to set two Nets; One Man cleaning the small Arms, 
the other two clearing the Rubbish from before the Gates; 
In the Evening three Canoes arrived with some dry and and 
Green Provisions to trade. 

22nd Saturday. Wind Variable light breezes, Weather 
cloudy, The men employed one in cleaning small Arms, the 
rest drying the green meat that was brought Yesterday Bight 
Canoes arrived with dry Provision to trade. 

23rd Sunday. Wind Southerly a light breeze, Weather 
cloudy with a continual rain; Traded the Provisions from the 
Natives that came Yesterday. 

24th Monday. Wind West a light breeze, Weather clear, 
The people employed about necessary duty. | 

26th Tuesday. Calm till Noon afterwards a strong Gale 
from the Northward, with hard showers of Rain, The People 
employed drying some green Provisions, in the Evening two 
Canoes arrived with dry Food to Trade. 

26th Wednesday. Wind Southerly a light breeze Weather 
clear and Pleasant, Magnus Twatt at work in Carpentering 
business, the rest as Yesterday, the Indians that came Yesterday 
and on Saturday went away. 

27th Thursday. Calm fine pleasant Weather the People 
employed airing the stock of Provisions. 

28th Friday. Little Wind Southerly clear and pleasant 
men continued up the river from Sturgeon Fort and built or were building the 


houses which Longmoor reached later in the autumn and Philip Turnor reached 
the following spring.” 
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Weather, The people employed, two in Hunting from whom | 
received 2 ducks and some small F owl, The rest as Yesterday 
in the Evening two Canoes arrived brought some dry’d 
Provisions to Trade. 

29th Saturday. Calm; Weather clear and pleasant sent 
two Men to the Nets no Success, the rest at work in the 
Garden, at Noon Eight Canoes arrived with green and dry’d 
Provisions to trade. 

30th Sunday. A strong Gale from the NWt. clear Weather; 
Traded with the Indians last night. 

31st Monday. Wind South a small breeze, Weather clear 
and pleasant, The People employed drying of green Provisions; 
part of the Natives that came on Saturday went away across the 
Lake to hunt. 

Ist Tuesday. Wind SEt. a light breeze, Weather as 
Yesterday, sent two Men to the Nets (one Sturgeon) The rest 
employed as Yesterday. 

2nd Wednesday. Wind South a small breeze, Weather 
cloudy, sent two men to the Nets, 2 Sturgeon, the rest 
employed about Various duties. 

3rd Thursday. Wind Westerly a light breeze. Wear. 
clear and pleasant, sent two Men a hunting from whom I 
received 4 Ducks, the rest employed in the Garden; At Noon 
six Canoes arrived with 21 Bales of Goods from York Fort; 
also in the Evening six Canoes of Canada Traders landed at a 
Point below Us; the Masters of which are Monsieurs St. 
Germain and Primo; the former wintered last Year in the 
Beaver Lake, the latter is come from Montreal this Summer; 
they intend to proceed nigh hand to the A,tho,pus,kow, 
Country where Primo wintered two Years ago. They are in 
the employ of Mr. Frobisher and Partners. 

4th Friday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday; at Noon 13 
Canoes of Cow,win,o,tow, Indians arrived brought some 
Fatt to Trade; Paid the Natives for bringing up Goods from 
York Fort; the People employed attending the Gates; The 
Indians informs me that the Canadian Traders are not gone 
away as yet, but that they intent to set off in the Evening. 

5th Saturday. Wind Southerly a light breeze Weather 
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Cloudy; traded with the Indians last night the men employed 
as Yesterday. 

6th Sunday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze, Weather Cloudy 
with small showers of rain at times. 

“th Monday. Wind North a strong Gale, Weather Cloudy 
with a continual rain the People employed within doors. 

8th Tuesday. Wind Variable from North to East light 
breezes, Weather clear and Pleasant, sent two men a hunting 
and to attend the Fishing Nets, in the Evening they return’d 
with 1 Sturgeon and 8 small Ducks, the rest of the men 
employed within doors; the Natives that came on Tuesday 
went away. 

gth Wednesday. Wind SE a stiff breeze; Weather clear and 
pleasant, sent two men to attend the Nets, and to set one 
afresh no Success; The rest setting up Firewood that was 
felled last Summer; in the Evening six Canoes arrived with 
Green and dry Provision to trade; also one Canoe from the 
U’Basquia Captains gang with two Bundles of Goods from 
York Fort; He says the rest with the Englishmen will be here 
to morrow. 

10th Thursday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday at Noon 
seven Englishmen accompanied with the U’Basquia Leader 
and five Indian Canoes arrived with Goods from York Fort: 
Presented the Leader and His followers some Liquor as usual. 


Copy of a Letter received from Mr. Humphery Martin 


Dated York Fort 29th Fuly 1778 

SIR 

By the safe arrival of William Walker and his party on 
the 21st Instant I rec’d the Furrs mentioned in two Letters of 
Mr. William Tomison of the roth and 13th Ulto. 

I could wish the Indians in Future should not receive 
full payment at their Honors Inland Settlement, for 
notwithstanding Sir Mr. Tomison says that I have nothing to 
pay the Indians that brings Furrs down but by way of 
Friendship Yet Sir their demands runs as high, as if they 
had not been paid at all, and Farther Sir when Indians are 
paid to the full, they grow much more remiss and Untractable 
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than when future payment is in View; This was Verified in 
William Walkers Journey down; some of the Indians having 
deserted him; made it necessary for him to employ others in 
their room, amongst whom is Ma,meek,a,thi,nue, who You 
know is a Captain with him came his Brother a Lieutenant, 
both of whom must be rigged, consequently a great additional 
expence incurred, I speak not this to Censure Sir Mr. Tomison 
or any other officer’s behaviour, being fully informed of the 
difficulties they labour under to get Indians to come down at 
any rate, I only give a hint of what if practable I think would 
ease the Expence and render the Natives more tractable and 
carefull. 

Our Friends down the Bay were all well the 29th May last 
except two Shipwrights! one of whom was knocked over board, 
the other killed by a setting Gun;? Wishing You Health, 
Success and Happiness, I remain 

Sir 
P.S. Iam Glad to hear Your Obedient Servant 
Magnus Twatt continues Humpuerey Martin 
so usefull, and will inform their Honors of it3 

For Mr. JosrpH Hansom 
or the Commanding Officer at Cumberland House. 


11th Friday. Wind South a light breeze, Weather clear 
and pleasant; Paid the Indians for bringing up the Goods; 
The People employed some in airing the Provisions, the others 


1B }230/b/38, fo. 18d. Thomas Hutchins to H. Marten, Albany Fort, April 
12, 1778, “ We had the Misfortune to lose James Adie our Shipwright, a very 
worthy Man, he was Shot ata Setting gun the gth Feby. & Languished to the 4th 
of March but what hads to the Misfortune, is the loss of Matt: Atkinson the 
East Mains Shipwright, last Fall, being knocked overboard by the boom of the 
Sloop, so that we have but one of these Tradesmen down the Bay. Mr. Kitchin 
[chief at Moose Fort] has Obbligingly lent him to repair the Henley boats & he 
arrived yesterday.” 

* For a description and an illustration of a setting gun, see H.B.S., XII, 158-60. 

3 A.r1/116, fo. 43, Marten to Governor and Committee, York Fort, August 
28, 1778, “ Magnus Twatt isa very handy Maan, is willing to Stay 3 Yearsatisf 
each ; if he is continued Inland no Carpenter will be wanted he being handy at 
Carpenters work.” 
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attending the Gates &ca. Ten Tents of Natives on the 
Plantation. 

12th Saturday. Wind South a stiff breeze Weather cloudy, 
The people employed two attending the Nets, two a hunting 
at the River below, the rest about various duties some of the 
Natives went away. 

13th Sunday. Wind South a stiff Gale; Weather cloudy 
with Rain, read Divine Service; Our Hunters returned; 
rec’d from them 14 Ducks. 

14th Monday. Wind North a hard Gale, Weather cloudy 
with light showers of rain at times; The people employed one 
Man cleaning the Trading Guns, two men abroad Fishing and 
hunting; The rest settting up the Wood that was felled last 
Summer. 

15th Tuesday. Wind South a light breeze, dark gloomy 
Weather with Lightening from the Northward The men 
employed as above, some of the Natives went away Five tents 
of Indians on the Plantation. 

16th Wednesday. Wind NWt. a strong Gale dark cloudy 
Weather; The people employed as on Monday. 

17th Thursday. Wind SEt. a light breeze, Wear. Cloudy ; 
The people employed one man cleaning up the Trading Guns 
and small Arms; William Walker and one man a hunting, the 
rest setting up the Winters Wood. At Noon the two 
Fishermen returned with 70 fine Tickameg making two days 
Allowance for all hands in the Evening sent them off again; 
They inform’d me that Eight Canoes belonging to the Canada 
Traders passed them on Tuesday last; but did not bespeak 
them, One Canoe of Natives arrived with some green and dry 
Provisions to Trade. 

18th Friday. Wind Southerly Weather cloudy with a 
continual rain, the People employed within doors, at Noon one 
Canoe arrived but brought nothing to Trade, they inform’d 
me that a great number of Canada Traders are at the Fishing 
place below, and that part of them are to Winter in the Beaver 
Lake to the Northward of this place. 

19th Saturday. Wind West: Weather cloudy with 
drizzling rain; The People employed setting up Firewood; 
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Traded the Provisions from the Natives that came on 
Thursday. 

20th Sunday. A fresh breeze Westerly, Weather cloudy 
with drizzling Rain at times; at noon Willm. Walker and the 
man return’d from hunting with 36 Geese and 4 Ducks. 

21st Monday. A strong Gale WNW, Weather as as 
Yesterday; the People employed setting up Firewood Rec’d 
4 Geese from an Indian hunter who informs me that Blundeaux, 
and Peter Pangman belonging to the Canadian Traders, went 
past the upper Portage this morning, 

22nd Tuesday. Wind NWet. a stiff breeze till Noon 
afterwards Calm, The People employed as Yesterday Five 
Canoes arrived with Provisions to Trade also in the Evening 
Mr. Tomison! with five Englishmen and Indians arrived with 
Goods from York Fort. 

23rd Wednesday. Wind SE a light breeze Weather clear 
and pleasant, at Noon three Canoes arrived with Goods from 
York Fort who are part of Mr. Tomison’s Company which 
parted from him Yesterday. 

24th Thursday. Little Wind variable light breezes, rainey 
Weather, The People employed about various duties; at 
Noon one Canoe of Canada Traders went past for the Beaver 
Lake where they intend to Winter. 


By Mr. William Tomison 
Copy of a Letter received from Mr. Humphery Martin 


Dated Yorx Fort 4th August 1778 
Mr. Wi11am Tomison 
or the Commanding Officer at Cumberland House. 
SIR 
We the chief and Council for the Honorable the 
Hudsons Bay Company at York Fort having taken into our 


* Tomison left York Fort for Cumberland House on August 9, 1778. 
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most serious Consideration the Situation of the Companys 
Affairs Inland are greatly alarmed at the Information We have 
received from You and Other Persons of the greatly encreased 
numbers of Canadian Traders that now overspread almost this 
Country, and have absolutely blocked up every Passage to their 
Honor’s Inland Settlement; as most of those to York Fore. 
In Order to prevent as much as possible the apparent 
approaching encreasing Evils from intirely destroying the 
Natives, and consequently the Companys Trade; We think it 
necessary for You to send off from the Inland Settlement as 
soon as possible after Your arrival at that place Robert 
Longmoor with what men can be spared and an assortment of 
Goods that may be requisite for the Indians tribes that now 
are hindered by the Canadian Traders from coming to You; 
Robert Longmoor hath faithfully promised to go as far as any 
of the Canadians shall Inland, and to do his Utmost for his 
Master’s Interest; in Consideration of his known abilities, 
Fidelity and Courage, We have agreed to his signing a 
Contract for one Year at 30f Per Annum, but has it was 
impossible either to get Goods from hence Inland or to supply 
Robert Longmoor with Men sufficient to assist him in his 
intended Journey; We have entertained Willm. Oman one 
Year at 12£ with this Claws,[sic] that should the Honorable 
Committee agree to give their other Servants whom are now 
at William Oman’s Wages a higher Salary, He shall receive an 
equal benefit; James Banks two Years and on the same 
Conditions William Flatt two Years and on the above 
Conditions, James Spence! late Servant to Mr. Martin 1s 
engaged to serve the Company two Years at 10f; Isaac Batt 
having desired to have a quantity of Goods, delivered to Him 
in trust to trade for his Masters benifit; Should You think it 
prudent so to do, We desire You will supply him in any 
Quantity that may be requisite to enable him to promote their 
Honors Interest; should any other Persons be willing to go 
on the like Service that You think are fit to be trusted, You 
will please to assist them as far as is necessary; Wishing You 


1See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 235n. 
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and all under Your Command health and Happiness We 
remain 
Sir 
Your Obedient Servants 
Humpurey Martin, chief 
WILLIAM STEPHENSON,! Surgeon 


25th Friday. Wind NW a stiff breeze, Weather Cloudy, 
inclinable to Rain, myself with proper assistance packing up 
the Trading Goods and fitting out Robert Longmoor and Men 
for the intended Journey up Sas,kash,i,wan, River to erect a 
temporary Settlement to prevent the Indians from Trading 
with the Inland Europeans; seven Tents of Natives on the 
Plantation. 

26th Saturday. Wind Westerly a fresh Gale with cloudy 
Weather, 12 Men getting ready for going up the River; one 
man Net making, the rest about various duties finished fitting 
out Robert Longmoor for the intended Expedition, also paid 
Indians for carrying goods up from York Fort. 

27th Sunday. ind Variable from WSW to West a stiff 
Gale; Weather cloudy, at eight o’Clock Robert Longmoor 
proceeded? but got not Farther than the Point above the House 
the Wind freshening from the Westward when they was a 
loading obliged William Walker to stay here, He has since 
denied going and tells me if I force him to go he says he will 
never return, but go and enter in the Canadien service, the 
men sent up Sas,kas,i,wan River are as follows, Vizt. Robert 
Longmoor in Charge Magnus Twatt, Malchom Ross, James 
Banks, Charles Isham, James Spence, James Leask, Mitchell 
Oman, William Oman, James Spence, James Batt, and Isaac 
Batt also assisted by Six Indians, I have sent with them an 
assortment of Trading Goods to the amount of 2406 made 
Beaver. 

28th Monday. Wind SSW a moderate breeze Weather for 
the most part Cloudy; sent William Walker and an Indian to 


1 William Stephenson succeeded Robert Body as surgeon and council member 
at York Fort in 1777 (A.6/12, fo. 76d. and A.11/116, fo. 37). 
2 For Longmoor’s journal, see pp. 307—3 36. 
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the fishing wire; one man net making, the rest setting up 
Firewood, trusted Indians a little debt; two tents gone off the 
plantation. 

29th Tuesday. Wind Westerly a fresh gale with cloudy 
weather; The men employed as Yesterday, Mr. Hansom with 
myself opening some of the Packages. 

30th Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, the 
men employed as before, opened the remainder of the Packages, 
and found every thing answer according to the Invoices, the 
Indian that went from me in Mash,kech,e,quan, Lake 1s not 
yet arrived; I suppose He is either lost or murdered by other 
Indians and the Goods taken from him, He had three Rolls of 
Tobacco contg. 183 lb. and one 34 Foot Gun, one Tent of 
Indians went of the Plantation. 

1st Thursday. Wind Variable from West to WSW a fresh 
Gale with a little snow at times, two men making Nets, the rest 
setting up Firewood; two Canoes arrived from across the Lake; 
brought some dried Beavers flesh and Furrs to the amount 
of 70 made Beaver, part of which they traded and got drunk; 
in the Evening Willm. Walker and the Indian return’d from 
the Wire brought ro Geese and a few Pike, also received 16 
Geese from an Indian man. 

and Friday. Wind SW asmall breeze, Weather cloudy with 
rain at times, two men employed making Nets, the rest 
overhauling the Provisions and removing the dried meat into 
the House, the out House being too damp; Our present stock 
of Provisions 1000 Ibs. dried Moose Flesh, 1700 beat meat, 
1100 lb. Fatt, Mr. Hansom informs me that he would have 
got more, but the Canadians coming in so soon, stop't the 
Natives from bringing any notwithstanding he gave great 
encouragement for Provisions, otherwise he would have got 
but little this Summer, this place being so incumbered with 
the Canadians, Traded with the Indians that came Yesterday 
and made them some small presents to induce them to come 
again the Indians all gone off the Plantation to their Winter 
quarters except two men I have kept to hunt Geese to preserve 
our dried Stock of Provisions. 


3rd Saturday. Wind NWt. with rainey Weather till Noon 
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afterwards blowed a strong gale; the men employ’d about 
necessary duty within doors. 

4th Sunday. Wind Westerly with moderate Weather till 
Noon afterwards blowed hard from the NWt. with hail 
showers; sent the two Indians ahunting the Indian that parted 
from me in Mash,kech,e,quan Lake arrived and brought every 
thing safe He informs me he was 12 days Weather bound in 
the Sea Lake, which is the cause of his late arrival, He also 
inform’d me that he has accompanied two of the Canadian 
Traders, (Holms and Graves) with Ten Canoes going up aloft, 
he says they lost two Canoes, one on the great Fall, and 
another in crossing the Cedar Lake by carrying too much sail, 
the men was saved but no Goods. 

5th Monday. Wind variable with fine clear Wear. Two 
men working Nets, sent Mr. Hansom and William Walker to 
set two Sturgeon Nets, the rest setting up Firewood; A strong 
Frost last night. 

6th Tuesday. Wind Variable from SE to North a fresh Gale 
with a continual snow, The People employed making and 
mending Nets, Snowed a good deal last night. 

7th Wednesday. ‘NSW a fresh Gale with snow at times; 
two men making Nets; three men setting up Firewood, sent 
Mr. Hansom and William Walker to the Nets but return’d 
without success; in the Evening one of our Indian Hunters 
arrived from below, brought 9 Geese and 1 Beaver. 

8th Thursday. Wind WNW a stiff Gale, with cold freezing 
weather, three men employed making Nets the rest collecting 
Firewood; froze hard last night. 

gth Friday. Wind SW a moderate Breeze with clear 
Weather; the men employed as Yesterday, towards Evening 
the Ice drove a little way of shore; sent the men to the Nets 
but return’d with no better success then before; no Fish to be 
caught. 

10th Saturday. Wind variable from SWt. to West a small 
breeze with cloudy Weather; The people employed as 
yesterday. 

11th Sunday. Wind SE a small breeze, Weather for the 


most part cloudy with Snow in the Evening towards Noon our 
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Indian hunters arrived brought 190 Ibs. of Moose flesh, a few 
small birds and seven Geese; they say the Geese are almost 
gone by reason of the Weather being so cold; in the Evening 
Mr. Phillip Turnor! accompanied by three Englishmen? and 
two Indians arrived safe at this place, tho’ they have had some 
difficulty in geting up for the Ice; it being in many places 
above two Inches thick; Mr. Turnor also informs me that they 
had the Misfortune to overset one of their Canoes on a Fall by 
which accident they lost great part of their Necessaries and 
William Lieutit narrowly escaped being drowned; He also 
says they passed by Six Canadians with one Canoe very busy 
building a House about 30 miles from this place. 


Copy of a Letter received from Mr. Humphery Martin 


Dated York Fort 9th Sepir. 1778. 
Mr. Witi1am Tomison 
or the Commanding Officer at Cumberland House. 
SIR 
By the safe arrival of the Companys Ship King George,* 
Captain Jonathon Fowler,® I received Command from the 
Governor Deputy Governor and Committee of the Honorable 


1 Turnor left York Fort on September 9, 1778, and travelled by way of Nelson 
River, Grass River, Cranberry Portage, Athapapuskow Lake, Goose River and 
Sturgeon-weir River to Pine Island Lake. His journal is printed in Tyrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 195-258. 

2 George Hudson, Robert Davey and William Lutit. See Tyrrell, Fournals of 
Hearne and Turnor, p. 198. 

3 Tyrrell places the site of this house at Sturgeon Landing on Namew or 
Sturgeon Lake (Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 214n). 

4 The Company’s second ship named King George. She was on active service 
from 1761-80. 

5 Jonathan Fowler, junior. 

6 At the General Court held on November 6, 1777 (A.1/45, fo. 61d.), the 
following were elected to hold office for one year : 

Bibye Lake, Esq., Governor 
Samuel Wegg, Esq., Deputy Governor 


Committee : 
Sir James Winter Lake, Bart. Herman Berens, Esq. 
Captain Joseph Spurrell James FitzGerald, Esq. 
William Baker, Esq. Richard Baker, Esq. 


Joseph Berens, Esq. 
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Hudson’s Bay Company, to inform their Servants of their 
resolutions in regard to raising the Wages of their Inland 
Servants as under mentioned, Vizt. William Walker in 
consideration of his Merit may Contract for Five Years at 2 ys 
Per Annum, Robert Longmoor may contract for three Years 
at 30f each in consideration of his still Travelling Inland; 
Henry Burney! will be allowed 40 Shillings Per Annum so long 
as he shall be continued on Inland duties; Charles Isham may 
contract three Years at 15f each and James Batt ditto, three 
Years at 12£ each; The Persons whose times expires next 
Year are Mr. William Tomison, Mr. Joseph Hansom, 
Malchom Ross, Magnus Twatt, Mitchel Oman, Magnus 
Sclator, James Wass, William Gray, William Oman, Robert 
Davey, James Spence Senr., and Willm. Lieutit all which 
Persons it will be proper to send down with Furrs, as also all 
others that can be spared; If Mr. Joseph Hansom should 
come down, it will be proper to appoint William Walker to 
the Charge of the House and to leave with him the following 
Persons, Vizt. James Batt, Nicholas Wishart, Henry Burney, 
and my late Servant James Spence, but should more be found 
necessary I would advise You to detain James Banks and 
Magnus Twatt; if Mr. Hansom should stay at Cumberland 
House, it will be requisite to send William Walker down in 
Charge of what Furrs can be sent by the earliest Oppertunity, 
and if Possible send by him or whoever You first send, an 
Indent of such things as are most wanted, The American War 
continues very hot, it will be proper to be on Your gaurd and it 


The “ Company’s Officers ” were also re-appointed annually after the General 
Court, and those re-chosen for 1777-78 (ibid., fo. 62—-62d.) were : 

William Redknap, Secretary 

John Wandesford Ogilby, Assistant Secretary 

Richard Clowes, Warehousekeeper 

Edward Lascelles, Writer 

Thomas Hyde, jnr., Assistant to the Warehousekeeper. 

* Henry Burney came to Hudson Bay in 1776 as servant to William Falconer, 
chief at Severn. He served in that capacity for one year for £10 and on Falconer’s 
return to England in 1777 he was engaged by Humphrey Marten at £6 per 
annum and promised a gratuity of £2 if he went inland. He was discharged for 
refusing to sign a contract and sent home in 1780. 
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is their Honor’s possitive Orders, You have as little Intercourse 
with the Canadians as possible; You will inform Isaac Batt, 
that He is reinstated on the Companys Books and that the 
Gentlemen expects by his Vigilence and Attention to their 
Interest, He will approve himself deserving of their Honors 
future Favours; his Wages is continued at 20 £ Per Annum, 
the time He was absent from his duty must be lost as to his 
subsisting Contract, and the full time mentioned in that 
Contract compleated in the Company’s Service; as to the 
Bill! drawn by Mr. Frobisher, Captain Richards? hath not 
mentioned a Word of it. It would be highly pleasing to their 
Honors, to have the House in the Buffalo Country, settled as 
soon as possible; and I hope long since Robert Longmoor 
with sufficient hands and materials have been sent on that 
Service; I intend next year to augment Your Number to 26 
men that is if You should think that Number requisite, three 
of whom may be left if convenient at the new Settlement, 
which For destinction sake, You may call Hudson House. I 
beg Sir You will exert Yourself to the Utmost and assure the 
Companys Servants of having their deserts laid before the 
board; the building of Canoes should be a primary Object 
with You; have inclosed three filled up Contracts, which You 
are to see dated and duly Executed; which you will please to 
return by the first Conveyance. Should you find any thing in 
the Mineral or Vegetable way, worthy their Honors attention, 
You will be carefull to send it; I would advice You to trade 
full to the York Fort [standard] for Prime Wolves or Otters 
and should any Indian bring You a considerable Number of 
fine skins, make him a suitable present rather then alter the 
Standard; I remain with sincere Wishes for Your health as 
also all under Your command 
Your Obedient Servant 
Humpuery Martin. 


1 The details of this transaction are not known. 

2 Joseph Richards, captain of the Prince Rupert. He came to York in 1777, 
but made the voyage to Albany and Moose in the following season (A.6/12, fos. 
76d., 1140s): 
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Mr. Wii1am Tomison 
or the Commanding Officer at Cumberland House 

SIR 

The Bearer Mr. Philip Turnor, being by the Governor 

Deputy Governor and Committee of the Honorable Hudsons 
Bay Company appointed their Surveyor for settling the 
Latitudes, Longitudes, Courses, and distances of the different 
Settlements Inland, You are to give the said Gentleman all 
requisite and possible assistance to enable him to give all 
satisfaction in the above, or any other duties required of him; 
He is to be treated in the most respectfull manner, and 
accommodated with every thing requisite to facilitate his 
Expedition; on this Account the Expence it will Occasion 
must be only Your secondary Object; and the Gentlemen 
being desirous to have the earliest intelligence of Mr. Turnor’s 
proceedings; You will transmit to Us whatever He shall think 
worthy of their attentions; taking particular care that every 
transaction be executed with the deepest Secresy; For fear of 
Accidents in coming to the Fort duplicates should be taken of 
all material papers; and transmitted to the Fort by different 
Channels, each to be entrusted to Englishmen only. When 
Mr. Philip Turnor hath finish’d his Survey of the Inland 
Settlements under Your direction; It will be highly agreeable to 
the Committee could Mr. Turnor be conducted thro the Lakes 
inland to Albany or Moose Forts, but if that is not Practicable; 
You will give him every assistance to render his return to 
York Fort expeditious and agreeable; should the Indian 
Me,tu,ne,ke,shick and Ne,pin,no,a,thin behave well, You are to 
give each Six or eight Beaver they have been paid in part at this 
place 30 Beaver each; a little Brandy and Tobacco as usual. 

You will please to observe that the Company have directed 
that Mr. Turnor shall mess at the respectives Chief’s Table 
where he shall reside, and should he proceed thro’ the Lakes 
give Notice to the Chiefs of Albany and Moose Forts of their 
Honor’s pleasure. 

We remain Sir Your Obedient Servants 
Humpuery Martin, Chief Matrusew Cocxine, Second 
WILLIAM STEPHENSON, Surgeon 
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12th Monday. Wind Northerly a stiff breeze, Weather 
cloudy with a continuance of snow, The men employed about 
necessary duties within doors. 

13th Tuesday. Wind NEt. Weather cloudy with a drizzling 
rain, sent two men to set a Net and to overhale the other two 
that were set; returned with one small Sturgeon, the rest 
employed within doors; the two Indians that accompanied 
Mr. Turnor from York Fort returned to their Familys; also 
sent off our Indian Hunters in search of Provisions. 

14th Wednesday. Nind and Weather variable Two men 
making Nets, the rest employed about various duties. 

15th Thursday. WNind variable with light breezes Weather 
for the most part Cloudy, Two men making Nets, one man 
putting parchment on the Windows; the rest employed about 
necessary Jobbs. 

16th Friday. Wind Variable with cloudy Weather till Noon, 
afterwards blowed a stiff breeze from the NWt. the people 
employed as Yesterday; a strong frost last night. 

17th Saturday. Wind Southerly with a_ fresh breeze 
Weather clear, the men employed about odd Jobbs, without 
and within doors; a sharp Frost last night, but thawed a little 
in the day as it has done for several days past but gains greatly 
in the night. 

18th Sunday. Wind variable Weather cloudy with a 
continual snow, but the greater part of it Thawed as it fell; 
performed Divine Service for the day, in the Evening one of 
our Indian Hunters arrived without Success, no Moose 
stirring, the Lake froze about a mile from the shore. 

19th Monday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze with dark cloudy 
Weather, the People employed, two men making Nets, two 
men cutting of Firewood, the rest about necessary Jobbs 
within doors; a strong Frost last night. 

20th Tuesday. Wind Southerly a small breeze, Weather 
clear and pleasant, the people employed, Two men making 
Nets, the rest collecting Firewood, in the Evening our Indian 
Hunter returned, but have had no better success than he that 
returned on the 18th. 

21st Wednesday. ‘Wind and Weather much the same as 
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Yesterday the people employed as before, received four Geese 
from our Indian Hunters. 

22nd Thursday. Wind Variable from West to NNW a stiff 
gale with cloudy Weather; two men employed in the Net way; 
the rest cut Firewood; We have made several Attempts to get 
to the Nets, but all in Vain. 

23rd Friday. Wind NWt. a stiff gale with freezing 
Wear. two men repairing the mens Chimney; the rest 
employed about various duties; the Lake almost frose over 
last night; One of our Indian Hunters pitched away. 

24th Saturday. WNind easterly a fresh gale; Weather cloudy 
with snow in the Evening; the people employed, one man 
Nailing parchment on the Windows, two men making Nets, 
the rest clearing the Rubbish from about the Works. 

25th Sunday. Wind as Yesterday a small breeze Weather 
cloudy with a drizzling snow in the Evening. 

26th Monday. Wind Variable from East to SE Weather 
part cloudy, part clear; the men employed two making Nets, 
the rest clearing the Snow from the Works. 

27th Tuesday. Wind variable Weather cloudy with 
continuance of snow, the men employed within doors. 

28th Wednesday. \Nind Westerly a small breeze with dark 
cloudy Weather, the people employed two men making Nets, 
the rest clearing Snow away from the Works and cut Firewood, 
in the Evening; our Indian Hunters pitched away in search of 
Provisions, the Lake is fast but not strong enough to walk on 
any distance from the shore. 

29th Thursday. Wind as Yesterday Weather part cloudy 
part clear, one man making Nets two men cutting Firewood, 
the rest with myself making Rabbit hedging and setting a few 
snares. 

30th Friday. Wind Variable from West to the Eastd. with 
clear Weather; Thawed a little towards Noon where the Sun 
came; sent William Walker a hunting but returned without 
Success, no Partridges to be seen, the rest employed about 
various duties. 

31st Saturday. Little Wind from the South quarter with 
warm thawing Weather; one man Net making, the rest 
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employed removeing the dried meat to the out Office and cut 
Firewood; received three Rabbits from the Snares. 

1st Sunday. Calm clear Thawey Weather. 

2nd Monday. Wind SW a small breeze, Weather clear and 
Thawed a little towards Noon; the people employed one man 
Net making, four men falling Firewood, myself with the rest 
set two Sturgeon Nets and brought home Fourteen Sturgeon 
from the three Nets that was down in the Evening our Indian 
Hunters returned having met with no Success across the Lake. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind variable from SWt. to West with clear 
Weather, one man Net making, the rest falling and setting up 
Firewood. 

4th Wednesday. Wind Northerly almost calm, Weather 
clear and Thawed a little towards Noon, the men employed 
one man Net making, two Cut firewood; Mr. Hansom with 
the rest set two Sturgeon Nets and brought home five small 
Sturgeon from the four Nets that was set before. 

sth Thursday. Wind Easterly a small breeze Weather for 
the most part Cloudy; the People employed one man Net 
making, one man a Hunting, two men with myself getting 
Stuff for Sleds; the rest falling and setting up Firewood; Two 
Partridges and one Rabbit to day. 

6th Friday. Wind and Weather much the same as Yesterday, 
the men employed making Nets and falling Firewood, in the 
Evening the Indian arrived that pitched away the 23rd of last 
month, he informs me that he has killed four Moose, since he 
went from here, but the distance being far off and the road 
very bad, he could bring but a small quantity with him, there 
not being snow enough for hauling. 

7th Saturday. ‘Nind Westerly a small breeze with warm 
cloudy Weather till Noon, afterwards clear; sent three men 
to the Nets who returned with 12 Sturgeon, which made two 
days for all hands; the rest cut Firewood and finished a 
Sturgeon Net ready for setting. 

8th Sunday. Wind SW a stiff breeze with clear Weather 
Perform’d Divine Service, our Indian hunters pitched away 
I have sent with them Henry Burney to assist in bringing 
Provisions when they kill a Moose. 
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9th Monday. Wind Westerly a small breeze, with warm 
Cloudy Weather; the People employed two men Net making; 
one man setting snares for Rabbits, the rest fallg. and setting 
up Firewood. 

10th Tuesday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather for the most 
part clear, and more inclinable to Freeze then it has been for 
some time past, sent two men abroad to snare Rabbits, one 
man Net making, sent the rest to the Nets who returned with 
seven Sturgeon and one Pike. 

11th Wednesday. Wind Easterly a stiff breeze Weather 
part clear, part Cloudy; The people employed about various 
duties; Two Rabbits from William Walker’s snares, in the 
Evening two Indians arrived from the the Westward with a 
few Furrs amounting to 20 made Beaver. 

12th Thursday. Wind NWt. a stiff Gale, Weather cloudy 
with a drizzling snow; William Walker and Robert Davey 
making ready to go away with the two Indians that came 
Yesterday; one man making cloathing for the People, the rest 
Net making. 

13th Friday. Wind Westerly a fresh gale with clear sharp 
Weather, sent Mr. Hansom with the People to the Nets, who 
return’d with 13 Sturgeon and set one Net, fitted out Willm. 
Walker and Robert Davey for their Journey. 

14th Saturday. Wind SE a small breeze, Weather part 
cloudy, part clear till the Evening, afterwards drizzling snow; 
The men employed; sent William Walker and Robert Davey 
away with the two Indians that arrived on the 11th Instant; 
I have sent with them 45 made Beaver in Trading Goods to 
trade a few Furrs, and to prevent Inds. from going to the 
Canadians. The rest employed within doors, in the Evening 
James Wass came home for Food brought Six Rabbits, He 
informs me there is but few to be caught. 

15th Sunday. Wind NWt. a fresh gale, Weather 
cloudy with Snow till the Evening afterwards clear sharp 
Weather. 

16th Monday. Wind WSW almost calm, Weather clear 
and sharp Air, one man employed about odd Jobbs at the 
House; myself with the rest at the Nets 14 Sturgeon to day, 

Ss 


1778 
November 


TS 


November 


274 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


also received 4 Rabbits and 4 Partridges from Mr. Philip 
Turnor. Jams. Wass return’d to his Tent. 

17th Tuesday. Wind NWt. a small breeze, Weather for the 
most part Cloudy, with Rime falling; one man making 
Cloathing for the People, the rest making and mending Nets, 
and cutting Firewood, received one Rabbit and one Partridge 
from Mr. Turnor. 

18th Wednesday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze with Cloudy 
Weather; the men employed as Yesterday, received 5 Rabbits 
from Mr. Turnors snares also 2 from my own. 

19th Thursday. Wind Variable, Weather part cloudy, part 
clear; one man cutting of Firewood; sent Mr. Hansom with 
the rest to the Nets, returned with 14 Sturgeon and one Pike. 

20th Friday. Wind Westerly a small breeze, Weather 
cloudy with Rime falling; the People employed Net making 
and doing other odd Jobbs within doors four Rabbits and two 
Partridges to day. 

21st Saturday. Wind SWt. Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the men employed cutting of Firewood; in the 
Afternoon William Lieutit came home for Food brought 21 
Rabbits and four Partridges, also received 4 Rabbits from the 
Home snares. 

22nd Sunday. Wind Northerly a strong Gale with thick 
Rimey Weather. 

23rd Monday. Wind WSW afresh Breeze, Weather cloudy 
till Noon, afterwards clear, the men employed William Lieutit 
return’d to his Tent, sent the rest to the Nets, at Noon returned 
with twelve Sturgeon and one Pike, rec’d five Rabbits from 
Mr. Turnor’s snares also five from my own. 

24th Tuesday. Wind SE a fresh gale, Weather clear and 
Thawey till Noon, afterwards more milder, the people 
employed Net making and cutting of Firewood, myself making 
Sleds. 

25th Wednesday. Nind Variable from SW to NWt. a 
strong Gale and cloudy Weather, the people employed as 
Yesterday; received ten Rabbits from the snares; in the 
Evening Cattab,bob,in,now, the U’Basquia Leader arrived 
accompanied by six men and five Women, three of which are 
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Strangers belonging to the Ca,win,eth,two Tribe; The Furrs 
acy have brought is but triffling for so many People to come 
so far. 

26th Thursday. Little Wind from the SEt. a fresh Gale, 
Weather cloudy with a little snow in the Evening; sent Mr. 
Joseph Hansom with the People to the Nets at Noon returned 
with 12 Sturgeon and three Pike, also received five Partridges 
from Mr. Turnor; The Indians traded a few skins for Brandy 
and got drunk. 

27th Friday. Wind NW a fresh gale with cloudy Wear. 
The People employed cutting Firewood; traded with the 
Indians and gave them encouragement to come in again; 
Cattab,bob,in,now, informs me that he received a present of 
Tobacco and Brandy from the Canadian Traders last Fall, after 
he went from this place to induce him to go down with them 
to the great Carrying Place next Summer, they further told 
him that it was not them alone that wanted him but the great 
men at that place had sent for him and his Country men to come 
and see them, and that they should receive great encouragement 
for their trouble. 

28th Saturday. Wind Westerly a stiff breeze with cloudy 
Weather, the men employed, one man calking up the North 
door; the rest cut Firewood; William Lieutit and James Wass 
came home for good, brought 18 Rabbits and two Partridges. 

29th Sunday. Nind SE a small breeze, Weather cloudy 
the U’Basquia Leader has informed me that there is a few 
Furrs amongst the Indians that he came from, and that they 
are not likely to come here; I have therefore fitted out Mr. 
Joseph Hansom, with William Lieutit and James Wass, to go 
along with them to trade what Furrs, there may be amongst 
them; the Indians went away except three men that has stayed 
to go with the Englishmen to morrow. 

30th Monday. Wind Northerly a stiff gale, Weather cloudy 
with snow and drift in the forenoon, afterwards clear Pleasant 
Weather, The people employed clearing the snow from the 
Works and cutting Firewood; Mr. Hansom and the two men, 
with the Indians, proceeded on their Journey. 

1st Tuesday. Wind WSW a fresh breeze with clear sharp 
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1778 Weather, sent three men to the Nets, brought twelve Sturgeon 
December at noon three Indians arrived from the Southward, with a few 
Furrs but no Provisions; they say they have been in a starving 
condition for want of Ammunition. 
and Wednesday. Wind variable with clear sharp Weatr. 
sent three men to the Nets, and to bring home one to be 
repair’d twelve Sturgeon to day; Traded with the Indians that 
came Yesterday and presented them a little Brandy and 
Tobacco for their better encouragement to come again. 
3rd Thursday. ‘Wind WSW a fresh Gale with clear sharp 
Weather; the men employed cutting Firewood, Myself 
getting stuff for sleds, the Indians went away that came the 
first Instant. 
4th Friday. Wind SW a stiff gale, Weather clear, but not 
so sharp as Yesterday; the people employed cutting Firewood, 
myself Sled making. 
sth Saturday. WNind Northerly a small breeze, with cloudy 
mild Weather; sent three men to the Nets, at Noon returned 
with 14 Sturgeon. 
6th Sunday. Wind Easterly a fresh gale with snow and 
drift, at Noon Henry Burney and one of our Indian Hunters 
came to the House, for a supply of Ammunition; they brought 
70 lb. beat meat, but no Furrs except one Otter skin; by their 
Account they have had but very indifferent Success in hunting. 
“th Monday. Wind NW a fresh breeze with drift in the 
Forenoon afterwards Calm clear Weather; the men employed 
clearing the Snow away from the Works and cutting of 
Firewood. 
8th Tuesday. Wind Easterly a fresh Gale with a low drift, 
The people employed one man Net mending, the rest cutting 
of Firewood, our Indian Hunter went away. Henry Burney 
I have kept at home as there is not men sufficient to attend the 
Nets and to do other domestic duty. 
oth Wednesday. Wind NE a small breeze, Weather cloudy, 
the men employed one man cutting Firewood, myself with the 
rest at the Nets, 26 Sturgeon to day. 
10th Thursday. Wind Easterly a stiff gale with drift the 
men employed as Yesterday; 20 Sturgeon to day. 
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11th Friday, Little Wind from the East quarter, Weather 
for the most part clear; The People employed cutting 
Firewood, 

12th Saturday. ‘Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, sent Four men to the Nets, at Noon return’d with 
20 Sturgeon; Mr. Turnor and myself setting a few Rabbit 
snares, 

13th Sunday. Wind SE a fresh breeze; Weather clear till 
noon, afterwards Cloudy. 

14th Monday. Wind Variable with cloudy mild Weather 
sent the People to the Nets at Noon returned brought 27 
Sturgeon also took up one Net to be repaired: three Rabbits 
to day from the snares. 

15th Tuesday. Wind North a small breeze, with clear 
pleasant Weather, the men employed cutting Firewood. 

16th Wednesday. Wind and Weather much the same 
as Yesterday, received Twenty seven Sturgeon from the 
Nets. 

17th Thursday. Wind Variable from East to North with 
moderate Weather till Noon afterwards blowed hard with 
Snow and drift, the men employed cutting Firewood; Four 
rabbits to day from the snares. 

18th Friday. Wind NWt. a fresh gale with clear sharp 
Weather; the people employed clearing away the Snow from 
the Works, and cut Firewood. 

19th Saturday. Wind Variable, first part of the day cloudy, 
latter part clear, sent four men to the Nets, return’d with 22 
Sturgeon, one Pike, and one Tickameg; also received four 
Rabbits from the snares. 

20th Sunday. Wind SE a fresh breeze with clear sharp 
Weather, much rime fell last night. 

21st Monday. Wind and Weather much the same the same 
as Yesterday; the men employed cutting Firewood received 
5 Rabbits from the snares. 

22nd Tuesday. Little Wind Easterly Weather cloudy with 
a drizzling snow towards Evening; Twenty six Sturgeon from 
the Nets, and two Rabbits from the snares. 

23rd Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather part cloudy 
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part clear; the men employed cutting Firewood, five Rabbits 
from the snares. 

24th Thursday. Wind NW a stiff gale with snow and drift, 
afterwards clear sharp Weather, the men employed clearing 
the Snow from the Works and cutting Firewood, Snowed and 
drifted hard last night. 

25th Friday. Wind WSW a small breeze with clear sharp 
Weather, read Divine Service for the day. 

26th Saturday. Wind SW a small breeze with clear mild 
Weather, sent the men to the Nets, at noon returned with 20 
Sturgeon. 

2th Sunday. Wind Westerly a fresh breeze with clear 
sharp Weather. 

28th Monday. Wind Variable from East to North a fresh 
gale with snow and drift. 

29th Tuesday. Wind NW a strong gale, with a continuance 
of snow and drift. 

30th Wednesday. Wind Variable from SW to SE a stiff 
breeze, Weather clear and more milder then Yesterday; the 
men employed cutting Firewood, and Shoveling the Snow in 
heaps that is in the Yard, in the Evening our Indian Hunter 
with his Family arrived, brought 50 Ib. green meat, 20 Ib. 
meat beated, and two made Beaver in Furrs, he says the way 
that they have been there is no Furrs to be caught, and but 
very little Provisions. 

31st Thursday. Wind Westerly a small breeze with cloudy 
Weather, 16 Sturgeon from the Nets to day. 


1st Friday. Wind Northerly almost Calm and cloudy till 
Noon, afterwards clear. 

and Saturday. Little Wind Easterly with cloudy rimey 
Weather; the men employed cutting Firewood and clearing 
the snow away from the outer Gates. 

3rd Sunday. WNind as Yesterday with clear mild Weather. 

4th Monday. Little Wind Easterly till Noon afterwards 
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blowed a strong Gale from the Northward with Snow and 1779 
drift; eight Sturgeon from the Nets to day. January 

5th Tuesday. Little Wind Westerly, Weather clear the men 
employed clearing away the snow from the Works. 

6th Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday the 
People employed, Falling and carrying in Firewood. 

7th Thursday. Calm clear sharp Weather, the men employed 
cutting Firewood in the Evening, Mr. Joseph Hansom, 
William Lieutit, and James Wass came back from the Indians; 
also one Young Indian Boy for their guide they have brought 
116 made Beaver it being all he could collect amongst ten 
Tents, nine of which belonged to the Cow,win,eth,tow Tribe; 
Mr. Hansom informs me that they are all pitched away towards 
the Barren ground, except the U’Basquia Leader and one man 
more which hath promised to come here in the spring; Mr. 
Hansom says he could not get any of the Indians to assist him 
to the House with the Furrs, which obliged him to Trade a 
Horse which he has brought, he is 134 hands high and looks 
tolerable well considering he has been thirteen days on his 
Journey and the snow very deep all the way. 

8th Friday. Wind SW a fresh breeze, Weather cloudy with 
a drizzling snow; Six Sturgeon and one Pike from the Nets. 

9th Saturday. ‘Nind Westerly a small breeze, with clear 
sharp Weather; the men employed cutting Firewood and 
doing other necessary duty. 

10th Sunday. WWindas Yesterday with cloudy mild Weather; 
received three Partridges from the Indian Boy. 

11th Monday. Wind variable, Weather as Yesterday sent 
four men to the Nets, brought three Sturgeon and two Pike; 
Mr. Hansom with the rest building a Barricade for the Horse; 
received 5 Partridges from the Indian boy. 

12th Tuesday. Wind S.W. a small breeze, with cloudy 
rimey Weather; The people employed cutting Firewood and 
getting Grass for the Horse. 

13th Wednesday. Wind NWt. Weather as Yesterday till 
the Evening afterwards blowed a stiff gale with drift. The 
men employed falling and carrying in Firewood. 

14th Thursday. Wind Westerly a fresh breeze with clear 
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sharp Weather; sent four men to the Nets brought home 9 
Sturgeon and two Pike; James Wass ailing; the other men 
cutting Firewood. 

15th Friday. Wind as Yesterday with drifting Wear. the 
men employed cutting Firewood and getting grass for the 
Horse. 

16th Saturday. Wind WSW Weather the same as 
Yesterday; the men cuttg. Firewood; James Wass nothing 
better. 

17th Sunday. Wind SW a stiff gale, with clear sharp 
Weather. 

18th Monday. Wind Variable from SW to NW a fresh gale 
with drifting Weather; James Wass still ailing the rest 
employed getting Grass for the Horse. 

19th Tuesday. Wind Westerly a stiff Gale with a low drift; 
sent four men to the Nets; brought Six Sturgeon and two 
Pike, also one Net to be repaired, and set one in its room. 

20th Wednesday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday; the people employed cutting Firewood, two 
Partridges to day. 

21st Thursday. Wind variable in the South Quarter, with 
clear fine Weather; James Wass something better; the rest 
employed falling and carrying Firewood, fitted out our Indian 
Hunter and sent him away to hunt Moose and Trap Martins; 
the coldness of the Weather and his Wife being sick, has been 
the cause of his long stay here. 

22nd Friday. Little Wind Easterly with clear sharp 
Weather; sent four men to the Nets; Mr. Hansom with the 
rest getting Grass for the Horse; six Sturgeon to day, James 
Wass upon Duty. 

23rd Saturday. Wind as yesterday Weather for the most 
part cloudy with a drizzling snow, the men employed cutting 
Firewood; five Partridges to day from Mr. Turnor. 

24th Sunday. Wind variable from West to SW, weather 
clear and sharp. 

26th Monday. Wind SW a fresh breeze; Weather as 
Yesterday, the people employed one man a hunting, the rest 
getting Grass for the Horse, five partridges to day. 
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26th Tuesday. Little Wind Variable, Weather mild with a 
drizzling snow, sent four men to the Nets, the rest cut 
Firewood; five Sturgeon to day. 

27th Wednesday. \Nind Southerly a small breeze with clear 
sharp Weather till Noon, afterwards more milder the People 
employed one man Net mending, the rest cutting Firewood. 

28h Thursday. Little Wind variable part cloudy part clear, 
one man making cloathing for the People one man, a hunting 
the rest getting grass for the Horse Two Partridges to day. 

29th Friday. Wind SW a fresh breeze with mild Weather 
thawed a little towards Noon, two men employed within doors, 
sent the rest to the Nets, had but little Success, set one Net 
and brought home one to be repaired. 

30th Saturday. Calm mild Weather; the People employed 
cutting Firewood; in the Evening set two Guns for two 
Wolves that has been seen on the Lake for these three days 
past; at eight in the Evening caught one of them. 

31st Sunday. Little Wind Variable; weather cloudy with 
a little snow in the Evening. 

1st Monday. Wind Northerly a fresh breeze with cloudy 
snowey Weather, sent the People to the Nets, at Noon 
returned brought 6 Sturgeon and 1 Pike, this morning got the 
other Wolf at the setting Gun. 

2nd Thursday. Wind Westerly a small breeze with clear 
sharp Weather till the Evening afterwards blowed fresh from 
the SE with snow, the people employed one man a hunting, 
one man Net mending, the rest clearing away the snow from 
the works and cutt Firewood; three Partridges to day. 

3rd Wednesday. Wind NW a stiff gale with a low drift, the 
men employed falling and carrying in Firewood. 

4th Thursday. Wind WSW a small breeze with clear 
Weather, sent the men to the Nets, and to set another one had 
but little success; in the Evening two Indian boys arrived 
from our Hunter that pitched away the 21st of last Month, 
they inform me that they have the most part of the Flesh of 
two Moose at their tent; for which please God I shall send the 
men for to morrow. 


sth Friday. Lattle Wind Variable, Weather part cloudy, 
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part clear; the people employed one man cutting Firewood 
sent the rest with three dogs for Moose Flesh. 

6th Saturday. Wind Westerly a small breeze, clear sharp 
Weather, one man cutting Firewood, in the Evening the 
people return’d brought 300 Ib. Moose flesh, which will be 
six days allowance for the present Compliment of men. 

sth Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday. 

81h Monday. Little Wind variable with fine clear Weather, 
sent four men to the Nets, the rest employed about necessary 
duty within doors, five Sturgeon and two Pike today. 

gth Tuesday. Wind SW a small breeze, Weather as 
Yesterday; men employed cutting Firewood, William Lieutit 
ailing with a pain in his back, occasioned by a fall. 

10th Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday, a strong Gale with 
clear Weather, the people employed geting Grass for the 
Horse, William Lieutit as before. 

11th Thursday. Little Wind variable, Weather for the most 
part cloudy with a little snow towards Evening one man 
employed within doors, sent the rest to the Nets brought six 
Sturgeon and one Pike, also took up one Net to be repaired; 
William Lieutit on duty. 

12th Friday. Wind Easterly a small breeze, Weather 
cloudy with snow at times, one man cutting Firewood, the 
rest getting Grass for the Horse. 

13th Saturday. Calm clear Weather till Noon afterwards 
blowed a small breeze Northerly; the people employed, two 
men cutting Firewood sent the rest to the Nets; had but little 
Success. 

14th Sunday. Little Wind variable with cloudy mild 
Weather. 

15th Monday. Wind Westerly a small breeze, with clear 
fine Weather, one man Net mending; the rest cutting Firewood 
and getting Grass for the Horse. 

16th Tuesday. Calm clear Weather, the men employed two 
men cutting Firewood, sent the rest to the Nets at Noon 
returned brought one small Sturgeon, set one Net and brought 
one home which is worn out, not worth repairing late in the 
Evening three Indians arrived from U’Basquia they have 
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brought with them a Triffle of Furrs but no Provisions of any 
kind, they say they had but two Guns amongst five of them, and 
unfortunately, broke both, by which accident they have been 
in a starving Condition for some time past; the want of Food 
has prevented them from procuring Furrs. 

17th Wednesday. Wind variable from SE to NW a stiff 
gale with cloudy Weather, one man employed in the Net way, 
the rest cut Firewood; traded with the Indians and made them 
a present of some small Articles for their better encouragement 
to procure Furrs also to bring Provisions. 

18th Thursday. Wind Westerly a fresh gale with clear 
sharp Weather; the men employed about various duty the 
Indians went away that arrived on the 16 Instant, our Nets 
having fallen off, and Provisions but scant; I have therefore 
sent Nicholas Wishart away with the Indians to be supported, 
also to assist in bringing in Provisions, when they may kill a 
Moose. 

19th friday. Wind SE a small brieze, with clear mild 
weather; sent the men to the Nets, set a new Net and brought 
one home to be repaired; four small Sturgeon to day, also two 
Partridges from Mr. Turnor. 

20th Saturday. Wind NW a stiff gale with drift till Noon, 
afterwards clear sharp Weather; two men employed Net 
mending the rest cutting Firewood. 

21st Sunday. Wind NE a fresh breeze, Weather cloudy 
with a little snow towards Evening. 

22nd Monday. Wind NW a fresh gale with drifting 
Weather sent the People to the Nets, but returned without 
success received four Partridges from Mr. Turnor. Our 
Horse died last night, altho’ seemingly in good Spirit 
yesterday and eat hearty, he has of late fallen very Poor, 
and has denied drinking these two days past; which I 
suppose is owing to some disorder, that we are not acquainted 
with. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind WSW a fresh brieze, with clear 
sharp Weather, the men employed cutting Firewood. 

24th Wednesday. Little Wind Southerly till the Evening 
afterwards blowed a stiff Gale from the SE Wear. for the most 
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part clear; sent two men a hunting; the rest employed about 
various duty, two Partridges to day. 

26th Thursday. Little Wind variable in the North quarter; 
Weather clear and Thawed a little towards Noon; sent the 
men to the Nets, set a new Net in the room of one that iS 
expended; Six Sturgeon and one Pike to day. 

26th Friday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday; Two men Net mending, the rest cut Firewood. 

27th Saturday. Wind Westerly a stiff breeze with clear 
sharp Weather, the People employed, one man Net making, 
sent the rest to the Nets, brought two Sturgeon and two Pike; 
in the Evening Nicholas Wishart and a Young Indian arrived 
brought a little Moose flesh but no Furrs, he informs me that 
the Indians has killed but one Moose since they went from 
here. 

28th Sunday. Calm cloudy mild Weather, at Noon Robert 
Davey arrived accompanied by an Indian man and his Wife, 
whom they have been Tenting with since they went from here; 
William Walker has brought 21 made Beaver which he traded 
from the Indian now arrived and those he went away with, 
having seen no other Indians, not withstanding they have 
been pitching to and again in search of them, but without 
success, he also informs me that they have had great plenty of 
Provisions, but the distance being so far off, they could bring 
no more then what supported them here. 

1st Monday. Wind SW a stiff brieze, Weather clear till the 
Evening then cloudy with a little snow, one man making Net, 
sent the rest to the Nets but returned without Success, traded 
with the Indians, that came Yesterday and made him a present 
for his better encouragement to come again Nicholas Wishart 
and the Young Indian went away. 

and Tuesday. Little Wind Southerly with clear mild 
Weather, the people employed, William Walker and Robert 
Davey getting ready to assist Mr. Philip Turnor on his 
Journey up Sas,kash,i,wan, River to take a Survey of that 
Settlement; the rest cut Firewood and did other odd Jobbs, 
the Indian man and his Wife went away. 


3rd Wednesday. ‘Wind and Weather as Yesterday till the 
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Evening, afterwards cloudy with a little snow, sent the People 
to the Nets had but small success. 

4th Thursday. Wind NW a fresh Brieze with clear Weather, 
the men employed making Nets and cutting Firewood fitted 
out Mr. Philip Turnor and three men more for their Journey 
up the River. 

sth Friday. Little Wind variable, Weather clear thawed a 
little under the Lee; one man Net making, sent the rest to the 
Nets, but returned without Success, no Fish to be caught; 
This morning Mr. Philip Turnor and three men more with 
dogs to assist him proceeded on his Journey.!. The names of 
the three people are, William Walker, George Hudson? & 
Robert Davey. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Robert Longmoor 
Dated CumBERLAND House 5th March 1779 


SIR, 

The want of Indians and not having Englishmen to 
spare untill the arrival of William Walker and Robert Davey 
has prevented me from sending to You till this time. The 
Bearer Mr. Philip Turnor being by the Committee of the 
Honorable Hudson’s Bay Company appointed their Surveyor 
for settling the Latitudes, Longitudes, courses and Distances 
of the different Settlements Inland; You are to treat the said 
Gentleman with the greatest respect and accommodate him 
with every thing in the best manner You are able. I am sorry 
to acquaint You that the Companys affairs are likely to fall off 
here greatly; we have had but very few Indians here and what 
they have brought is but trifling, our Trade at present not 
above 700 made Beaver, and I do assure You there is but 
little prospect of Trade or Provisions to be got here by reason 
of the Indians all gone up above to the Canadians, had it not 


*'Turnor walked about two hundred and eighty miles on the ice up the 
Saskatchewan River to where Robert Longmoor was trading. See p. 326 and 
Turnor’s journal in Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 215 et seq. 

* For a short biography of George Hudson, described by Humphrey Marten 
in 1781 as “‘a most deserving Youth ” (A.r1/116, fo. 95), see Tyrrell, Fournals 
of Hearne and Turnor, p. 198. 
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been the great Success we had with our Nets in the Months of 
November and December, We should have been poorly off, as 
We have had but little Success for Provisions coming in; 
You will therefore do well to get what Provisions you possibly 
can as We shall be short in hand here. Should You find Your 
goods likely to fall short, You will let me know by the return 
of Willm. Walker that in case of an early breaking up of the 
River I may be able to forward some Goods to You if possible. 
You may Contract for three years at 30 £ each in consideration 
of Your still travelling Inland. You will also inform Isaac Batt 
that he is reinstated on the Companys Books, and that the 
Gentlemen expects by his Vigilence and attention to their 
Interest, He will approve himself deserving of their Honors 
future Favors; his Wages is continued at 20 £ Per Annum; 
the time he was absent from his duty must be lost, as to his 
subsisting Contract and the full time mentioned in that 
Contract compleated in the Companys Service; Charles 
Isham may contract three Years at 15 £ each and James Batt 
three Years at 12 { each. I remain wishing You health and 
Happiness and all under Your Command 

Your Obedient Humble Servant 
P.S. You are to have WitiramM Tomison 
as little Intercourse with the Canadians as possible and to take 
particular care that every thing be executed with the deepest 
Secresy. You will also endeavour to get the Flesh Indian and 
others who You know to be trusty to assist in going down to 
York Fort. 


6th Saturday. Wind South a stiff Gale with clear Weather; 
two men repairing a Net to set for small Fish the rest cuttg. 
Firewood. 

“th Sunday. Little Wind Variable with fine clear Weather. 

8th Monday. Wind Easterly a stiff Gale with a low drift, 
the people employed, one man Net making, one man making 
hand barrows for carrying snow out of the Yard myself with 
the rest set a Net for small fish, two Pike and two small 
Sturgeon from the other Nets. 

gth Tuesday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
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Yesterday; two men Net mending, the rest fell Firewood at 
Noon Charles Isham, and James Leask, accompanied by Two 
Canadians arrived with a Pacquet from the upper Settlement; 
they inform me that there is great confusion between the 
Canadian Traders, and the Indians, and that they are all 
Striving against one another, by such proceedings they are 
driving the Indians into a state of Debauch and Indolence; 
William Walker also returned not finding it necessary to go 
farther as there is a good Track; Mr. Turnor with the other 
Two men kept on their Journey; The two Canadians are 
going to one St. German that are Wintering at the head of this 
Lake. 


Copy of a Letter received from Mr. Robert Longmoor! 


Dated Upper SEtr_eMEnt® 237d February 1779. 
SIR 

These is to acquaint You of the Company’s Affairs; 

since our departure; We had a very bad passage in getting up, 
October the 22nd I arrived at the middle Settlement,? two 
days paddle above where I intended; I was stopped six days 
in the Ice, next day the River unpassable; The Canadian 
Traders sent for me and enquired where I intended to Winter; 
I said in return their Interest and mine was different and I 
could not tell; their answer was they should be along side of 
me go where I would, next day Blondeaux made me the Offer 
of a House that was almost finish’d to Winter in, and the 
River fast I embraced the Offer, as there was scarce Wood for 
Fire; Three Houses beside me it is the worst Winter that any 
of them has seen, from their first being in the Trade, but at a 


1 Longmoor’s copy of this letter is on p. 323. 

* Longmoor had left Cumberland House before the arrival of Marten’s 
instructions (p. 268) regarding the name of the new post, which was at the 
site known to the Pedlars during 1778-79 as the “ middle settlement”. See 
following note. 

*’The new post about forty miles above Sturgeon River Fort built by the 
Pedlars in the preceding summer. They also built near the Eagle Hills, about 
ninety miles further up the Saskatchewan River. Sturgeon River Fort, known 
previously as the “upper settlement”, now became the Pedlars’ “ lower 
settlement”. See Morton, History of the Canadian West, Ppp: 321-2. 
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great expence to the Company; I have had six men out with 
Goods, but great part of the Goods was returned; the Indians 
will not Trade out without Liquor and that is dangerous, | 
have made at this date as much as any man can expect, 
considering so many against me; and when an Indian comes 
scarce ever above ten or a dozen Skins, and twenty for one half 
none at all only a handfull of Provisions; I have a very good 
stock of Tobacco Brandy if You can spare me four or five 
Gallon Kegs or more, it will be of great service, towards the 
Spring as the Trade will all be over before that the River 
breaks up; Knives Yew handle four or five dozen if You can 
spare them; Knives Roach three or four dozen; Ice Chissels six 
and Hatchets small one dozen; nothing else as or | think will 
be wanted before the men arrives, if they make good Expedition 
as I think they will as much as lays in their Power, all the men 
has done to the best of their endeavour since leaving of 
Cumberland House, one Lame for these six Weeks past; this 
same date I set off to see what I can do with the Indians with 
Brandy and all other sorts of Trading Goods; I have taken the 
Account of all and put Malchom Ross in Charge till I return 
as he is the fittest man that I can Trust, I have nothing more 
strange at present; but Sir I remain, 
Your Humble Servant 
Rosert LoNnGMoorR 

P.S. One thing more, if You can spare; not to disappoint 
Yourself at Cumberland House, but for a Gun or two, if not 
as eam, Sir 

I Remain Yours 


10th Wednesday. Wind NNW a strong Gale with snow 
and drift, the men employed within doors. 

11th Thursday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday till Noon afterwards more moderate, two Men Net 
making; the rest cut Firewood, in the Evening five Indians 
arrived, brought a little Provision and a few Furrs the Two 
Canadians set off for St. German’s House. 

12th Friday. Wind SE a fresh gale with clear mild Weather; 
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people employed one man Net making, sent the rest tothe Nets 1779 
brought six Sturgeon and four Pike which made Two days March 
allowance, in the Evening one Indian man arrived who is one 
of those that came here the 16th of February, he informs me 
of some Moose Flesh being at his Tent, which I shall send the 
Englishmen for to morrow; traded with the Indians that came 
Yesterday and gave them a present, also sent a present by them 
to a Leader and others that they are Tenting with. 

13th Saturday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday sent three 
men away for Moose Flesh, the rest cut Firewood, the Indian 
that came Yesterday has detained the others from going away 
and got drunk. 

14th Sunday. Wind SW a small breeze, weather clear and 
thawed much at Noon, in the Evening Nicholas Wishart 
returned from the Indians, he says they have had no Success in 
Moose hunting, since he went from here last, the Indians 
went away that came here the 12th Instant; the Two Canadians 
came here on their Journey back from St. Germains House, 
they inform me that he and his men are ina starving Condition 
for want of Food not having Success in Fishing. 

15th Monday. Wind WNW a strong Gale, with drifting 
Weather, at Noon two Indians with their Familys arrived 
brought a Few furrs, but little or no Provisions three of these 
Indians came here the 30th November last the badness of the 
Weather prevents the packet men from going away. 

16th Tuesday. Wind Variable Weather part cloudy part 
clear, towards Evening the men I sent for meat returned 
bringing with them 200 lbs. Moose flesh, also three Indians 
arrived from above with some Provisions and about 15 made 
Beaver Furrs, a few Pike from the Nets. 

17th Wednesday. Nind Variable from East to North a 
strong Gale with snow and drift; the men employed within 
doors; traded with the Indians and made them a present for 
their better encouragement to come again in the Summer. 

18th Thursday. Wind SW a fresh gale with cloudy drifting 
Weather; the men employed about various duty; Charles 
Isham and James Leask proceeded on their Journey back to 
the upper Settlement; the Indians that came on the 11th, 15, 

Tr 
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1779 and 16th went away with those that came the 11th and 16th 

March Instant, I have sent William Walker and one man with some 

Trading Goods to prevent their going to the Canadians, also 

to get as maney Canoes build as possible he can; the T'wo 
Canadians went away. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Robert Longmoor! 


Dated CumBertand Hovss 15th March, 79. 

SIR 

By the arrival of Charles Isham and James Leask 
March 9th I received Your kind Favor dated 23rd February, 
which gave me great pleasure to hear that You and all under 
Your Command was well. 

As to the Indians not bringing Furrs I am not in the least 
surprized at, as the greater part of them can be supplied for 
Provisions; indeed I am possitive that Indians will never 
trouble themselves with any Laborious duty when they can live 
without it. By the present proceedings of the Canadian 
Traders striving against each other, not only will, but has 
already, drove the Indians into a state of Debauch and 
Indolence; it is a great pity that such a body of Natives should 
be destroyed by a parcel of wild fellows such as Mac’Cormick 
going about with Sword in hand threatening the Indians to 
make them Trade with him whether they will or not. As to 
this place I do not expect to get 1500 skins this year, indeed I 
do not know where they are to come from, as to the Northward 
You know there will be no Chance, by all account Pond has 
gone so far into the A,tho,pus,cow, Country that the Indians 
thinks it will be late the next Summer before he gets back, 
there is also Canoes at four different places besides, so that it 
will be of no use to send men with goods there as it will be 
impossible for them to reach the Inds. before it is too late. 
According to your desire I have sent by the Bearers, 10 small 
Hatchets; 6 narrow Ice Chissels 4 dozen Yew handle Knives; 
4 dozen of Roach ditto; as to one Gallon Kegs, I have not got 
one in the House, nor a Gun except them that was damaged on 


1 Isham and Leask arrived back at the upper settlement on March 30. Long- 
moor’s copy of Tomison’s letter is on p. 327. 
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the Passage up; which is of no use, either to me or You. The 
bad Success we have had with our Nets lately and have had but 
little provision come in, has shortened our Stock in hand 
greatly; You will therefore do Your indeavours to get 
Provisions to supply the men on their Journey down to York 
Fort; as I shall have none left, without there comes a greater 
supply then I expect; I conclude wishing better Success to the 
Companys Affairs; and remain 

Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
Peon if You find it WituiamM Tomison 
Covenient send whatever men You can spare down with Furrs 
by the earliest Oppertunity. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Bartholomew Blondeaux 


Dated CuMBERLAND House 15 March 1779 
SIR 

Permit me to return You my most gratefull thanks for 
Your generous benevolence in giving the Honorable Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s Servants a Supply of Provisions last Fall when 
they were in Want; also for the House, You was pleased to 
give them to Winter in. Mr. Longmoor informs me He 
would have been necessiated to get Wood enough to build a 
House had it not been for your generous kindness in giving 
them one almost finished; I could Wish that every Trader 
would act with Honor as You do; it certainly would be better 
for the Publick Interest, and more Beneficial for the Natives 
as You know the present proceedings, is driving the Indians 
into a state of debauch and Indolence. 
Sir according to Your desire I have given Your men a supply 
of Provisions, but not so much as Your genorosity deservs; 
altho our Interest be different its no more then Humanity to 
give a supply of Provisions, when Necessity requires it; I am 

Sir 
Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
WILi1am Tomison 


19th Friday. A stiff breeze southerly, Weather cloudy with 
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snow towards Evening; sent all hands to the Nets, but 
returned without Success. 

20th Saturday. Wind North a strong Gale, with drifting 
Weather, the people employed two Men Net making, the rest 
cut Firewood. 

21st Sunday. A small brieze between West and North, 
Weather clear and sharp; in the Evening an Indian arrived 
from the upper Settlement; He was down with me last 
Summer to York Fort and assisted Robert Longmoor up 
Sas,kash,i,wan River last Fall, and by all account has been of 
great Service to him during the Winter, but as he is come here 
without a note I suspect him to have done something and to 
have come clandestanly away from him, altho he has affirmed 
to the contrary by telling me that Mr. Longmoor was not 
at home when he came away, and that he informed Malchom 
Ross that he was going to set off for this place in order 
to bring a Canoe up in the Spring to carry down Furrs 
as there is but little prospect of Canoes to be build there, 
nothing will prove this but time and Patience; he is lame at 
present. 

22nd Monday. Little Wind variable, Weather clear and 
thawed a little under the Lee; men employed carrying snow 
out of the Yard. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind Southerly a small breeze, Weather as 
yesterday; three pike from the Nets. 

24th Wednesday. Wind variable between SW and West 
with clear fine Weather; thawed much towards Noon; the 
men employed carrying snow out of the Yard. 

26th Thursday. Little Wind Southerly with clear warm 
Weather; the people employed Net making and carrying snow 
out of the Garden; the Indian that came here on Sunday last, 
still lame. 

26th Friday. Wind variable Weather as Yesterday the 
people employed one Man Net making one man making 
Mallets for the Press, sent the rest to the Nets; brought one 
Sturgeon, three Pike and Two Nemakuse. 

27th Saturday. Wind NW. with a fresh brieze at times; 
Weather clear and thawed much under the Lee, the men 
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employed about various duties; in the Evening an Indian 
arrived from below for a supply of Ammunition. 

28th Sunday. Little Wind Northerly Weather as Yesterday. 

29th Monday. Wind Easterly a fresh gale, Wear. cloudy 
with snow, but thawed much as it fell; the people employed 
two men making Nets; one about odd Jobbs the other two 
I sent away with the Indian that came on Saturday, to bring 
some Moose flesh; an Indian man arrived from the Northward 
with a trifle of Furrs to Trade. 

30th Tuesday. Wind NWt.a fresh brieze, witha continuance 
of snow and Sleat; the men employed as Yesterday. 

31st Wednesday. Wind variable; Weather part cloudy part 
clear, and thawed much about Noon; sent three men to the 
Nets, had but small success; the Indian that came the 29th 
went way also the Indian that came here the 21st Instant 
went along with him to see some of his Relations he has 
promised to return again and to bring some birch rind for a 
Canoe. 

1st Thursday. Wind NEt. a stiff gale with cloudy drifting 
Weather; the people employed one man Net making two 
men carrying snow out of the Yard; in the Evening the two 
men I sent for Moose flesh returned bringing with them 
100 |b. of half dried meat; two men arrived with their 
Familys from the Northward, with Provisions but has not 
brought any Furrs except a few to trade Ammunition one of 
the above men’s Sons assisted Mr. Turnor up from York Fort, 
who I gave some encouragement to, to bring in Provisions in 
the Winter, but not to bring any Furrs has they had debt at 
York Fort, also two Indians arrived from the Westward from 
those that came here the r1th of March; they have brought a 
few Furrs, and some Provisions to Trade; the Indians that 
came last inform me they see two Swans yesterday. 

2nd Friday. WNind North a fresh gale with Snow and drift; 
the men employed within doors; traded with the Inds. and 
gave them some encouragement; they have brought 100 lb. 
Half dried Moose flesh, 40 lb. Moose Noses, 40 Ib. Hearts, 
200 lb. beat meat, and 20 lb. Fat. 

3rd Saturday. Wind NW.a strong Gale with drifting 
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Weather, the people employed, two men Net making the rest 
cut Firewood. 

4th Sunday. Wind SE a small brieze, Weather cloudy with 
a little Snow at times; the Indians that that came here on 
Thursday went away, except one man and his Wife that went 
to the Northward, I have sent two men to prevent them from 
Trading their Coats with the Canadians, as I did not choose to 
trade them, they having debt at York Fort; in the Evening the 
Indian man and his Family arrived that went from here 
January 21st, they have brought 80 lb. green moose flesh and a 
few Martins part of which they traded and got drunk. 

sth Monday. Wind Variable first of the day clear, latter part 
cloudy with warm Weather; sent three men to the Nets 
brought, two Sturgeon, two Nemakuse and two Pike, traded 
60 lb. beat meat, and a few Martins from the Indians that came 
Yesterday. 

6th Tuesday. Nind and Weather as Yesterday the men 
employed about necessary duty; in the Evening saw one 
flock of Swans flying to the Westward. 

ath Wednesday. Little Wind variable between SWt. and 
West, weather part cloudy, part clear with thaw, one man Net 
making; the other two employed about various duty. 

8th Thursday. WNind NEt.a fresh brieze with clear Weather, 
sent the men to the Nets, brought two Sturgeon, also took 
up one Net which is worn out, at noon the two men returned 
that I sent with the Indians on Sunday last having conveyed 
them past the Canadian House, a half days Journey; towards 
Evening two men with their Women arrived from below with 
provisions, also brought 233 made Beaver in Furrs, which 
indeed is a miserable hunt for two men during the Winter and 
Spring Season. 

gth Friday. Wind SE a fresh gale, Weather as Yesterday ; 
two men Net making; the rest employed about various duties, 
at Noon two Familys of Indians arrived being part of those 
that went from here March 17th they have brought a few 
Furrs and some Provisions; these are not going away, but 
to hunt about here all the spring as also those here before. 

10th Saturday. \Nind as Yesterday, Weather for the most 
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part clear, with snow in the Evening, the people employed, 
two men Net making the rest cut Firewood and did other odd 
Jobbs, in the Evening one Indian man arrived from the 
Northward, with a few Furrs and some Provisions to trade. 

11th Sunday. Wind Westerly a stiff Gale, with snow and 
drift; in the Evening the Indian that came Yesterday went away. 

12th Monday. Wind variable with clear Weather the people 
employed, one man Net making; one man repairing the Press; 
sent the rest to the Nets, returned with two Sturgeon; sent 
two Indian men and Two Boys away to bring birch rind for 
Canoes. 

13th Tuesday. Wind variable from South to North a stiff 
Gale, with cold friezing Weather, the men employed Net 
making and cutting Firewood. 

14th Wednesday. Wind Westerly a small brieze with clear 
sharp Weather, the people employed two men Net making, the 
rest bringing stuff for Paddles, at Noon four Men with their 
Women from the Northward came with Provisions and a few 
Furrs to Trade. 

15th Thursday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday William 
Lieutit ailing with the Country distemper,! the rest employed 
Net making and cutting Firewood; traded with the Indians 
that came Yesterday, and presented them with a few trifling 
presents, at Noon they went away. 

16th Friday. Calm clear Weather till Noon afterwards 
blowed a fresh brieze Southerly; the People employed one 
man making Paddles; sent the rest to the Nets eight Sturgeon 
and one Pike to day. William Lieutit on duty. 


* E.2/12, Graham’s “‘ Observations . . .” [1792], pp. 437-8, “ We have but 
very few diseases amongst us; sometimes a Cough will be pretty brief, or 
rheumatisms in winter, together with a kind of peripnewmony. We term it the 
Country distemper ; it seems to proceed from cold Air constringing the lungs & 
impeding the circulation of the blood thro’ them ; for there is a short catching, 
difficult respiration, with great anguish in the breast and about the pit of the 
stomach : (called scorbiculum Cordis) the patient is very restless, and the pulse 
full and hard, but not quick: the usual remedy is a drink of hot sage, or 
Wishikapucwaw tea, with some Ginger and a fourth part brandy : this generally 
causes a plentiful diaphoresis and procures sleep leaving only a slight pain or 
Soreness behind, which is removed by oily balsamick emulsions . . .”. 
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17th Saturday. Little Wind Westerly, Weather clear with 
thaw; the people employed one man making Wedges for the 
Press; Two men Net making, the rest employed about odd 
Jobbs without and within doors; in the Evening the Indian 
men and boys returned that I sent for birch rind returned, 
without having found any fit for that purpose. 

18th Sunday. Wind SWt.a fresh brieze with warm Weather, 
at Noon Two Indians men arrived from the Southward for a 
supply of Ammunition they brought 13 made Beaver in Furrs 
and some Provisions, these have been here Twice in the 
Winter with Furrs and Provisions; they say the River is open 
in several places and much Water along shore on both 
sides. 

19th Monday. Wind Southerly light breezes With clear 
fine Weather, the people employed two men Net making sent 
the rest to the Nets brought 10 Sturgeon they inform me that 
there is some Water in places on the Lake, but no holes open 
as yet near to where the Nets are standing; several Geese and 
Swans seen to day received Two of the latter from an Indian 
man; the Indians that came Yesterday went away this morning. 

20th Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday till the 
Evening, afterwards blowed a fresh gale from the NWt. the 
men employed drying Moose flesh to preserve it from spoiling. 

21st Wednesday. Wind SW a fresh breeze with clear warm 
Weather, sent three men to the Nets, returned with Six 
Sturgeon and Two Pike also brought home three Nets, the 
rest employed at the Press, packed 15 Bundles of Furrs; recd. 
Two Swans and Two Geese from an Indian man. 

22nd Thursday. Little Wind Variable, Weather as 
Yesterday; the men employed at the Press, packed Nineteen 
Bundles of Furrs. 

23rd Friday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday till Noon, 
afterwards blowed a stiff breeze from the SEt. the men 
employed as Yesterday, packed eleven Bundles of Furrs; 
received one Swan and Two Geese from Indians. 

24th Saturday. Wind SE a fresh gale with a little rain in the 
forenoon, in the Evening blowed fresh from the NWt. with 
snow, sent three men to take up the Nets; returned with seven 
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Sturgeon, the other Two men employed about necessary duty 1779 
at the House, received two Geese from Indians. April 

25th Sunday. Wind NWt. a stiff Gale with cold raw cloudy 
Weather. 

26th Monday. Wind as Yesterday with cold freezing 
Weather, the people employed Two men mending Nets, the 
rest cut Firewood and did other odd Jobbs. 

27th Tuesday. \Nind Northerly a fresh breeze with cloudy 
Weather till the Evening, afterwards clear and almost calm; 
the men employed as Yesterday. 

28th Wednesday. Little Wind Variable from North to SEt. 
with clear fine Weather, the men employed about Various 
duty; received Two Geese from an Indian man. 

29th Thursday. Wind SE a small brieze with cloudy warm 
Weather; one man lineing Nets, the rest employed within 
doors; received four Geese from Indians. 

30th Friday. Wind Variable with clear warm Weather The 
people employed Two men lineing a Net, and bailing the 
Cellars; Two men clearing away the Rubbish from within the 
Works, sent one man a hunting, who returned without Success, 
a few Geese and Ducks from Indians; in the Evening Two 
Indians arrived from the Northward but have brought nothing 
with them except one five Beaver skin Coat, they pretending to 
have left their Furrs three days Journey from here, which is a 
very unlikely Story to beleive, as they have come from the 
Canadian House this morning. 

1st Saturday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday till the May 
Evening, afterwards Cloudy with a small breeze from the 
Eastward; the men employed about necessary duty within 
doors, received Two Swans from an Indian man; a rise of 
Water along shore, which I suppose is occasioned by the 
breaking up the River Sas,kash,i,wan, which is turned the 
Current of the little River above, back into the Lake, the Two 
Idle Indians that arrived Yesterday went away. 

and Sunday. Wind ESE with a fresh breeze at times, 
Weather clear, in the Evening an Indian man with his Wife 
arrived from the Northward with a Triffle of Furrs to Trade. 

3rd Monday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday the men 
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employed Two men Net making, the rest falling Wood for 
Stockadoes, to remove the West quarter farther off from the 
House, to make a proper place for laying Canoes up as they 
cannot be kept without the Works without being damaged by 
the Natives; the Stockadoes formerly put here is not above 
twenty foot clear from the House which is not sufficient for 
Gardens so that the Ground taken in before by Mr. Joseph 
Hansom for Canoes is used for Gardens; received three Geese 
from Hunters; the Indian man and his Wife that arrived 
Yesterday went away. 

4th Tuesday. Nind as before, Weather clear till Noon, 
afterwards cloudy, the men employed bringing inortne 
Stockadoes, and cutting some of them of to proper lengths, 
four Geese from Hunters; Mr. Hansom very much out of 
Order with a Gravel complaint. 

5th Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather cloudy with 
rain at times; Two men Net making, the rest employed about 
various duties; Mr. Hansom still ailing indeed there is no 
Medicine here to give him any releif. 

6th Thursday. Wind variable from SEt. to NWt. Weather 
as Yesterday; the men employed Two men Net making and 
bailing the Water out of the Cellars; the rest Shaveing 
Stockadoes and doing other necessary duty Mr. Hansom 
something better. 

th Friday. Wind and Weather variable, the men employed 
as Yesterday. 

8th Saturday. Nind Variable in the North quarter a fresh — 
brieze with clear Weather till the Evening afterwards calm, 
the men employed as before, the Wind blowing fresh from the 
NWt. last night, has drove the Ice greatly on this shore. 

gth Sunday. Wind as Yesterday but less; Weather for the 
most part Cloudy, Mr. Phillip Turnor and Mr. Longmoor 
arrived safe here,! having left the men with the Canoes and 
Furrs at the little River above not being able to come farther 
for the Ice; they inform me that an open War has broken 
out between the Natives and the Canadians at their upper 


1 They left on April 28. See p. 333, and Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and 
Turnor, p. 229. 
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Settlement! which has forced our men away before they could 
get Canoes built, or even the old ones properly repaired; which 
obliged them to leave part of their Provisions behind; the 
Canadians has also been obliged to quit their upper Settlement 
and come down to the lower one to defend themselves; John 
Cole who was formerly in Your Honors Service has been 
killed in the fray and several Indians wounded, they have also 
taken from the Canadians a large Quantity of Goods and drove 
them off, not allowing them to take a single pipe of Tobacco 
as also leaving some of their Furs and Provisions behind 
received 20 Geese from Hunters. 

10th Monday. Little Wind Northerly with clear pleasant 
Weather, Mr. Longmoor returned back to where he left the 
men and Canoes; I also sent three men to assist him in carrying 
Tents to cover the Furrs, as they cannot be brought here untill 
the Ice is gone the land Carriage being very bad two men 
digging part of the Garden ground received Twenty Geese 
from Indians. 

11th Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, the men 
employed about various duties; in the Evening two Canoes 
arrived from the West end of the Lake with Furrs and 
Provisions to trade; those are the Indians, William Walker 
Tented with in the Winter. 

12th Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday the 
men employed Two men digging a Trench for the Stockadoes 
Two men sawing Ribbons for ditto; sent Mr. Hansom and 
one man to bring the People from the little river below, in the 
Evening they arrived within a quarter of a mile from here not 
being able to come farther for Ice; carryed what Furrs and 
Provisions they have brought to the House; the Indians that 
came Yesterday traded a few Furrs for Liquor and got drunk. 

13th Thursday. ‘Nind Variable with clear warm Weather, 
the men employed drying the wet Furrs, and doing other 
necessary duty; the quantity of Furrs received from Mr. 
Longmoor are as follows Vizt. Parchment Beaver 185, Wolves 
606, Coat Beaver 1274 lb., Foxes brown 576, Wenusks? 27, 


1 Le., near the Eagle Hills. See Introduction, p. xlvii. 
2 Identified by Richardson, Fauna Boreali-Americana..., Part I, Quadrupeds, 
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Quickohatches 9, Martins ordinary 8, Wejacks 2, Old case1 
Cat, 1, Old black bear 1, Castorum 10 |b. also 700 Ib. Fat, 
200 Ib. beat meat, & 200 lb. dried meat; in return for 2440 
Beaver in Goods traded and otherwise expended; at Noon Two 
Young Indians arrived from the U‘Basquia Leader with a 
few Furrs to Trade; received 27 Geese from Hunters; the 
Ice a good deal broke on the Lake. 

14th Friday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, the people 
employed; Magnus Twat and one man fitting Stockadoes into 
the Ribbons ready for setting up; Mr. Longmoor and 
Malchom Ross repairing Canoes, Two men a hunting; one 
man at work in the Garden; the rest digging a Trench for the 
Stockadoes, and making Trunnels for the same; the Indians 
that arrived Yesterday went away I have sent by them to the 
Leader Cat,ta,bob,in,ow, and three men more; a present of 
Brandy, and Tobacco to induce them to come and assist in 
carrying down Furrs. 

15th Saturday. Wind and Weather as before till the 
Evening afterwards cloudy with a fresh breeze from the NEt., 
the men employed as Yesterday. 

16th Sunday. Wind Northerly a fresh breeze with cloudy 
Weather; performed divine Service; the Wind blowing 
fresh from the Northward last night, has drove the Ice greatly 
on the shore. 


p- 147, as <Arctomys empetra, the Quebec Marmot. E.2/12 Graham’s 
“‘ Observations..” [1792], p. 35, “‘ Wenusk, the Quebeck Marmot, is much 
the size of a half-grown beaver, and its color resembles pepper and salt when 
mixed together. They burrow under ground ina perpendicular situation. The 
natives catch them by pouring water into their holes. They are very prolifick 
having eight young ones at a time, but none are to be found near the sea-coast, 
residing inland in dry grounds. ‘They feed on coarse grass that grows on the 
river sides. ‘The Skins are sent home, and are sold among the peltry for a small 
value.” 

1 A method of skinning animals as opposed to splitting (see p.67,r.1). To 
case, the skin is cut loose around the feet and ripped down the back of the hind 
legs, to and around the vent. The skin is then peeled from the hind legs and the 
tail skinned. The skin should then be drawn downwards from the body and 
from the front legs. The ears are cut off, the skin cut loose about the eyes and 
nose, and the result is in the form of a long pocket with the fur side in. 
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17th! Monday. Wind Southerly light breezes, with warm 
Weather; the people employed four men repairing Canoes; 
four Men at the Press, packed twenty one bundles of Furrs, 
the rest fitting the Stockadoes into the upper Ribbons and 
digging a Trench for the same, in the Evening Charles Isham 
and James Banks returned from hunting, brought 12 Geese 
and Two Ducks, they say there is but few Geese to be seen; 
seven Canoes of Canadians arrived from above; Two of 
which are going to the Northward to Winter, the other five 
is going down to the great Carrying place; they have left 
Captain Tuit with 13 men up above but some of them seem to 
think the Natives will cut them off; they also inform me of 
several Indians that has not been in this Winter, and that they 
are building Canoes, which Indians they suppose will be down 
here in the Summer, as also several of those who robbed them 
at their upper Settlement; they still having Furrs in their 
Custody in consequence of such reports a greater Compliment 
of men will be required to be left here than what has been 
ordered by the Chief at York Fort; Captn. Graves having 
begged the favour of me to take care of a little Provisions for 
him; Mr. Joseph Hansom, Mr. Phillip Turnor; Robert 
Longmoor and myself; thinking it not detrimental to Your 
Honor’s Interest; I therefore given it room in the House as the 
said Trader has been of much more service in several Instances 
to Your Honors Servants in the Winter. 

18th Tuesday. Wind variable from SE to ENE a fresh 
breeze; Weather cloudy with Rain; the men employed about 
necessary Jobbs within doors, in the forenoon Captn. Graves, 
MacCormick, and Holms embarked and went off Mr. 
Blundeaux, Grant, and Jacobs,” still remain at their encampment 
about a quarter of a mile from the House, the Ice on the Lake 
drove out of sight. 


1Cf. Turnor’s entry for this date (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, 


Pp: 232-4). 
2 Turnor remarked on this Englishman on July 15, 1779 (Tyrrell, Journals of 
Hearne and Turnor, pp. 227, 252-3), “... Jacobs which never saw an Indian 


before he was ingaged and now knows not any thing an Indian says has 100 
Pounds Sterling Pr. Annum...”’. 
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19th Wednesday. Wind SE a strong Gale witha continuance 
of hail and Sleet, the men employed as Yesterday no working 
without doors. 

20th Thursday. Wind Westerly a stiff Gale with snow till 
noon, afterwards clear at Intervals, the men employed cleaning 
the small Arms and doing other necessary duty within doors; 
received one Beaver from an Indian Hunter. 

21st Friday. Wind as Yesterday with cold raw Cloudy 
Weather; sent two mena fishing and hunting; four men at the 
Press; packed eighteen Bundles of Furrs; the rest employed 
fitting the Stockadoes to the upper Ribbon; the coldness of 
the Weather prevents us from getting Canoes repaired; 
the late Winds from the NW quarter has drove the Ice back 
upon this shore which prevents us from putting Nets down. 

22nd Saturday. Wind Variable light breezes with clear 
Weather; the people employed Robert Longmoor and two 
men repairing Canoes; sent two men to set a small fishing 
Net; the rest employed as Yesterday; packed Twelve Bundles 
of Furrs; received four Geese from an Indian Hunter. 

23rd Sunday. Wind SWt. a stiff Gale with clear warm 
Weather; took up the Net that was set Yesterday, it being 
damaged with the Ice; caught two small Pike. 

24th Monday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday till Noon 
afterwards more moderate; the people employed sent two men 
to set a Net at the River below; Robert Longmoor and two 
men repairing Canoes; William Lieutit ailing; the rest 
putting up Stockadoes; Charles Isham, and James Banks 
returned from hunting and fishing; brought 60 Tickameg 
which made one day for all hands they say there is no Geese to 
be got; received two small Beaver from an Indian man; at 
three o’Clock in the Afternoon Mr. Phillip Turnor proceeded 
on his Journey! to take a Survey of this Lake assisted by 
William Oman and Robert Davey. 

25th Tuesday. Little Wind Variable till Noon afterwards 
blowed a fresh breeze from the SEt. with warm Wear. sent 
Charles Isham and James Banks down to the fishing River 


1See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 234-5. 
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below to kill fish, also sent two men to set three Sturgeon Nets; 1779 
they returned in the Evening with a few Pike from the Net May 
that was set Yesterday; the rest employed as Yesterday; 
William Lieutit on duty at eight this morning the Canadians 
embarked and went off; the Indians that have been laying 
here all the Spring employd. building Canoes of a middling 
SIZE: 

26th Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday Mr. 
Longmoor and two men employed building a midling size 
Canoe; sent two men to the Nets; they returned in the 
Evening with eight Sturgeon; the rest finished setting up the 
Stockadoes, and did other necessary duty; Mr. Phillip 
Turnor and the two men sent with him returned at Noon, 
having paddled all round the West part of the Lake. 

27th Thursday. Wind Westerly a stiff breeze with rain 
most part of the day; the men employed about necessary duty 
within doors, five Sturgeon from the Nets. 

28th Friday. Little Wind Variable, Weather for the most 
part clear; the men employed about Various duty; at Noon 
William Walker, Nicholas Wishart and the Indians they 
have been Tenting with arrived, and several others who have 
build’d Canoes farther off; in all Sixteen, very poorly gooded 
they having Traded the better part of their Furrs with the 
Canadians in the Winter; they have brought four middling 
size Canoes to trade according to promise last Autum; | 
received from Willm. Walker 19 made Beaver in Furrs and 
one hundred Pounds of dried Provisions, in return for 47 made 
Beaver in Goods, sent with him as supplys and to encourage 
them to build Canoes; in the Evening the Leader 
Cat,ta,bob,in,now, arrived with three Canoes also the Indian 
who Mr. Hansom traded the Horse from in the Winter for 
which I have paid the said Indian 12 Beaver in Goods received 
a few fish from the Nets. 

29th Saturday. ‘Nind Variable from East to NWt. a fresh 
Gale; Weather part cloudy part clear with rain at Intervals; 
the people attended the Gates and doing other odd Jobbs 
within doors, received 120 Tickameg and Two Geese from the 
Fishermen also a few Pike and two Sturgeon from the Nets, 


1719 
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the Indians traded a few Furrs and some dried Provisions for 


May Liquor and got drunk. 


June 


30th Sunday. Wind Variable between West and North 
squally Weather with flying showers at times still continue 
trading a few Furrs and Provisions for Liquor. 

31st Monday. Wind variable light breezes with very warm 
Weather; Robert Longmoor finish’d Canoe building the rest 
employed about various duty; in the Evening ten Canoes 
arrived from above but no better gooded, then those that 
arrived before; they paid their debts and Traded some Liquor 
and got drunk; received four Sturgeon and a few small fish 
from the Nets. 

1st Tuesday. Wind Variable between NE and East weather 
part cloudy part clear, with a fresh breeze at times Magnus 
Twatt making dead lights for the Windows with Loope-holes; 
the rest attending the Gates and Pitching the Canoes ready for 
going down; traded a few Furrs and some dried Provisions 
from the Indians; in the Evening Six Canoes of Inverleads 
arrived from the Northward, but have brought nothing, except 
10 Cased Cats, they having Traded the rest of their Furrs with 
the Canadians at the Head of this Lake. 

and Wednesday. WNind NE a stiff Gale, Weather Cloudy 
with rain at Intervals; Magnus Twatt employed as Yesterday, 
the rest doing odd Jobbs within doors; packed Bundles of Furrs. 

3rd Thursday. WNind Northerly a strong Gale with cold 
raw Cloudy Weather, the men employed about necessary duty 
within doors and without packed 14 Bundles of Furrs; the 
badness of the Weather prevents Us from geting Canoes 
pitched. 

4th Friday. Wind NWt. a fresh breeze till Noon afterwards 
varied to the Eastward with fine clear Weather the men 
employed; Magnus Twatt making dead lights for the 
Windows, the rest attending the Gates and doing other 
trifling duty; received ten small Sturgeon from the Nets also 
200 Ib. green Moose flesh from Indian Hunters. 

sth Saturday. Nind Easterly a fresh breeze, Wear. part 
cloudy, part clear; served the men out Provisions for their 
Journey down also paid several Indians to carry Furrs down 
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to York Fort; in the forenoon three Canoes arrived from the 
Northward brought 70 made Beaver in Furrs, a few fish from 
the Nets. 

6th Sunday. Wind NEt. a small breeze with dark cloudy 
Weather; in the Evening packed two Bundles of Furrs that 
was brought by the Indians that arrived Yesterday; also paid 
Indians to carry down Furrs. 

7th Monday. Little Wind Variable, Weather as Yesterday 
fitted out the Englishmen for their Journey down and sent 
of six Canoes to go down to the Wire to kill fish and wait there 
till 1come; I have sent with them 24 Bundles of Furrs Magnus 
Twatt finish’d Six dead lights for the Windows two for each 
front and one for each end; has he is going down there is no 
time to make more at present; received four Sturgeon from 
the Nets. 7 

8th Tuesday. Wind Northerly weather Cloudy with a fresh 
breeze at times; sent of 16 Canoes of English and Indians 
with Furrs for York Fort; examined the Remains of Trading 
Goods, Stores, and Provisions, and gave William Walker a 
Copy of the Account, he giving a receipt for the same. 


Received of Mr. William Tomison! the Charge of 
Cumberland House with the Trading Goods, Stores, &c. as 
Pr. Account Book. 

Witness my hand 


WILtiAM WALKER. 


*The Cumberland House journal will be continued in the next volume. 
B.239/a/76, York Fort Journal, July 15, 1779: “... Mr. Willm. Tomison, 
Mr. Philip Turnor, Robert Longmoor, Wm. Grey, Robt. Davey, Wm. Luitet, 
Charles Isham, Magnus T'watt, James Batt, George Hudson, Mitchell Omen, 
Willm. Omen, James Wass, James Spence Senr. and Malcholm Ross Englishmen, 
and 3 Indian Captains, 3 Lieutenants and 2 Headsmen, with a large party of 
Indians in all 33 Canoes arrived from Cumberland house, with about 5000 made 
beaver in sundry sorts of Furrs. They had the misfortune to lose Joseph Hansom 
who was drowned [on June 17 (A.r1/116, fo. 77)] in passing a fall, as was also an 
Indian man brother to one of the leaders, Hansom who’s Canoe struck against a 
rock was tossed to a great distance and very much bruised : 4 Beaver Coats were 
lost but the major part of the Goods recovered near 4 miles below where the 
accident happened...”. For Philip Turnor’s account of the journey to York 
Fort see Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 236-51. 
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A Journal of the most remarkable 
Transactions and Occurrences Inland 
from 27th September 1778 
to 12th May 1779 
by 


Robert Longmoor 


B.87/a/1. This foolscap journal is a stiff paper-covered book of thirty-four 
folios. It is a fair copy signed by Robert Longmoor and covers eighteen folios. 
The title on p. 307 appears on the front cover. 


Inland Journal by Mr. Robert 
Longmoor, containing transactions, 
Occurrences &ca, from September 


27th 1778. to May 12th 1779. 


27th Sunday. Embarked! on the Inland Expedition, to Settle 
above the Pedlars Settlements, as far as Possible, if weather 
will permit with goods and Men Viz Robert Longmoor 
Malchom Ross, Magnus Twatt, Isaac Batt, Charles Isham, 
Mitchell Omen, William Omen James Lisk, James Banks, 
James Batt, James Spence Senior and James Spence Junior. 
Blowing hard at West, put up about 2 miles from the House, 
one Canoe behind. 

28th Monday. Embarked all in Company, the fore part, 
fine weather, the Latter part, hard Gales, at West Distance 
from the House 14 miles. 


1 Longmoor started from Cumberland House (see p. 263). A.rr/116, 
fo. 42-42d., H. Marten to the Governor and Committee, August 28, 1778, 
“ Last Year I informed the Honorable board, that directions had been sent Inland, 
to Errect, a temporary house, in the Buffalo country, about 350 Miles above 
your present Settlement, Wm. Tomison was to have had the direction of it, but 
he being appointed Master, the order was not complyed with; But this Year, 
Robert Longmoor hath promised to go as farr, as any of the Canadians shall, 
which will certainly be a great benefit to your trade, and also hinder your 
Servants, at the House from being Starved, for as I observed to you Gentlemen 
before, the Canadians are now so numerous, that many are left Inland, all the 
Summer, these buy up all the food they can, and hinder the Indians from carrying 
furrs or food to your Settlement; indeed Gentlemen, there is not a speices of 
Villainy except down right murdering your Servants, they stick at; The Indians 
in your Interest are beaten, and their goods taken from them ; your Servants are 
said to have the small pox amongst them ; your Ships are taken, and no Tobacco 
or Brandy is to be got, are amongst many others, the reports raised by these People to 
distress us; Be not angry with me Honorable Gentlemen for my being thus 
prolix, Twenty eight Years have I eat your bread; Duty, and gratitude engage 
me Strongly in your Interest ; I cannot bear to hear without informing you of it, 
that the Canadian Traders boast, of clearing ten thousand pounds Sterling this 
Year, and that next fall, many more Canoes will be up, should this prove true; 
Poor as our Trade, now is, it must still be poorer, If I dared ; I would ask if these 
people have a right to act in this manner ;_ but as the case is, I bow my head and 
am silent.” 
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29th Tuesday. Padling in the River hard Gales at North 
West with a great swell, put up at 3 OClock. Distance 
16 miles. 

30th Wednesday. Hard Gales with Showers of Hail. 
Distance made about 20 miles. 

1st Thursday. First part Showers of Hail, with Squalls of 
wind, Latter part fine Calm weather. Distce. made 25 miles. 

and Friday. Ward Gales of Wind with Hail and rain. 
Could not paddle Layed by all this Day. 

3rd Saturday. Ward Gales with Rain and Showers of Hail, 
Paddled about 5 miles, and was obliged to lay by the rest of the 
Day. 

oe Sunday. YEmbarked at 6 o Clock; at 9 met one of the 
large French Canoes, going to meet their masters, with 
Provisions, and to assist them up, I enquired of them how far 
off there House was, and they told me upon Indian they was 
two nights paddle farther then when I came down in the 
Spring,t Wind in the NW quarter. 

sth Monday. Wind NW, fine clear weather, layed by 4 
Hours mending the Big Canoe, that was Traded from the 
Indians, Distance made 12 miles. 

6th Tuesday. Snowing all day, with hard Gales of wind in 
the NE quarter. 

“th Wednesday. Wind North, with Showers of Hail Snow, 
and Frost, Distance made 13 miles. 

8th Thursday. Clear weather, with fresh Gales of Wind in 
the NW Quarter, saw 4 tents of Indians, and Traded with them, 
Distance made 12 miles. 

gth Friday. Wind SW, clear Weather, with hard Frost 
Distance 25 Miles. 

10th Saturday. Wind in the NW quarter, fresh gales with 
Showers of Hail, and snow, Distance 18 Miles. 

11th Sunday. Wind SE, thick Cloudy weather, in the 
afternoon thick snow, Distance made 18 miles. 

12th Monday. Ward Gales of Wind in the SE quarter, 
much Snow, and cold weather, could not Paddle. 


1 The results of Longmoor’s trading journey of 1777-78 up the Saskatchewan 
are recorded in the Cumberland House journal entry for June 4, 1778, p. 239. 
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13th Tuesday. The fore Part of this Day Clear, the Latter 
part Snow, hard Gales of Wind in the NW, Distance 25 miles. 

14th Wednesday. Wind NW with hard frost and Showers 
of Hail, two French Canoes in Company, with 8 men in each, 
Greeves, and Holmes, Masters, Distance 25 Miles. 

15th Thursday. Strong rapid Currents, and Very Shoal, a 
great deal of Ice in the River, Distance 14 miles. 

16th friday. Left of tracking, a great deal of Ice in the 
River Broke a Canoe in the River, Distance 1§ Miles. 

17th Saturday. Arrived at the French House, a great deal 
of Ice in the River, broke a Canoe with Ice, Laid by to mend 
her Distance made 6 miles. 

18th Sunday. Raining hard all day, Put up opposite to the 
French House at the Beaver River. 

19th Monday. Embarked blowing hard, with snow, the 
River very shoal, we was obliged to take out half our Cargo, 
and make two Loads, hard frost, at Night, with Clear Weather 
Wind NW Distance 12 miles. 

20th Tuesday. Wind NW. this Morning was obliged to cut 
the Canoes out of the Ice, a great deal of Ice going in the 
River Laid by all day. 

21st Wednesday. Wind at SW, fine warm weather, 
Embarked at 6 in the Morning, very short of Provisions. 
Distance made 20 Miles. 

22nd Thursday. Wind NW, with snow, arrived at the 
Canadians Settlements, at 2 OClock, I put up Close by them, 
there not being any Woods farther up, within Less than 10 
days paddle in short days, and the River almost fast, with Ice. 
The Masters came to me, and told me, that If I Cused to stay 
any were Nigh, it was very Agreeable, if not they would go as 
far as I did, that they should be close by me, and as I had no 
Provisions for the men, I thought It best to Stay. 

23rd Friday. This day one Blondish a Frenchman, Came 
to me, and made me the Proffer of a House! Half built, about 


1 The offer was accepted (see pp. 287, 323). Tyrrell (Fournals of Hearne and 
Turnor, pp. 219—20n) identifies the site of Longmoor’s post which Philip Turnor 
visited in the spring of 1779 (see p. 326) as “ probably the place indicated on 
David Thompson’s survey of the Saskatchewan river in 1794 as Hudson House 
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4 Hundred Yards from the other French Houses.? 

24th Saturday. No Indians arrived as yet with provisions 
and I have none to serve out to the Men, Nor to put them to 
any sort of Allowance, the men employed in Building up the 
House. 

25th Sunday. Fitted out Isaac Batt, with 2 lbs of Powder 
and 50 Ball, and 3 Indians that came up along with me Likewise 
for to hunt, or to send in or Bring Indians with Provisions 
Likewise sent with Batt, two Pounds of tobacco to give to 
Indians, to come in with Provisions as fast as possible. 

26th Monday. ‘This day I have account of two tents of 
Indians a days journey from the House. I have sent to them 
but no answer as yet, this day one Indian brought me 30 Ibs of 
fresh Buffaloe meat, the Men employed in Putting the roof 
upon the House, the Carpenter making Doors and Windows, 
Wind in the NE Quarter, with hard frost. 

27th Tuesday. ‘Wind North, this day Returned one of the 
Indians I had sent to hunt, meeting with 3 tents of Indians he 
told them to Come in with Provisions, and brought 20 lbs of 
dryed Beaver flesh. 


by Turnor, for it is the only place on the river above Prince Albert at which 
Turnor lived”. Tyrrell continues: “ It would appear to have been situated on 
the west bank of the river not far from Silver Grove, somewhere between 
Sections 18 and 32, Tp. 46, Range 3, West of the 3rd Meridian ”’, and adds that 
from Peter Fidler’s survey of this part of the Saskatchewan River made in 1792, 
the position of Longmoor’s house is indicated as being in the north half of 


_ Section 19, Township 46, Range 3, West of the Third Meridian, about three miles 


below Wingards Ferry. Fidler refers to it as follows : ‘‘ An old Canadian House 
on the North side where Mr. Philip Turner remained the spring of 1779 and 
made all his astronomical observations here. No part of the House is now 
standing”. See p. 323, n. I. 

2 Turnor (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 220) remarked in his 
journal on March 19, 1779: “‘ Blondeaux having two Houses upon this spot 
offerd one of them to Longmore which he thought most prudent to accept, there 
being then three trading Houses within 200 yards exclusive of Longmore, one in 
possession of Gibosh in trust for Wadding, one in possession of Holmes & Graves 
& an other in possession of Nicholas in trust for Blondeaux likewise about ten 
small Houses inhabitet by their men, which in fact are trading Houses every one 
of their men being a trader, being so many houses built upon the spot they had 
used all the timber which is proper for building being nothing but very large 
Poplar left.” 
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28th Wednesday. Wind NW, with frost at night, two tents 
of Indians, arrived here with some Dryed meat, and Skins. 

29th Thursday. Wind SW, fine clear weather. The 
Carpenter employed in Laying the Floor, the Men cutting of 
wood, this day traded, the Indians and sent them off. 

30th Friday. The Men employed as Yesterday this day 
sent Malchom Ross, with tobacco to give to Indians Nigh at 
hand, to bring them past the french traders. 

31st Saturday. Wind SW clear Weather, the River fast two 
Men cutting of Plank to shut up the Warehouse. 

1s¢ Sunday. Two Stone! Indian men arrived here for tobacco 
to carry to there Chief, with them I sent half a pound. 

2nd Monday. Wind SW fine weather, the men employed in 
laying the floor, and putting up the warehouse. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind North, the Men employed as before, 
the Indians not yet arrived. 

4th Wednesday. ‘Vhis day arrived here two tents of Stone 
Indians, traded a small quantity of Dryed Provisions, and went 
off directly. This day I am able to serve the Men there 
allowance for the first time since Leaving of Cumberland 
House, but having no Steelyards, renders me incapable of 
keeping any allowance book, only to have no want, nor yet any 
waste, the Men have done to the best of their Endeavour, Still, 
Suppose in want, without any words, and always ready to Obey. 

th Thursday. The Men employed in Putting the House in 
repair. Wind at South. 

6th Friday. This Day sent off one Indian, to meet some 
Indians that I have heard off with tobacco to bring them in. 
This day arrived Malchom Ross, the Indians as yet 3 days 
Journey off, which he went to with tobacco. Wind in the SW 
quarter. 

7th Saturday. his Day sent off Malchom Ross, and James 
Spence, with Goods, and Tobacco, for to trade with Indians 
and to bring in all that they can, with an Indian to be their 
guide in the road to where they shall hear of any, at any 
Distance. Wind at NE. 


1 Assiniboines. See H.B.8., XII, 310-11. 
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8th Sunday. Fresh Gales at NE, with clear weather. 

gth Monday. ‘This day arrived 12 tents of Indians, with 
Nothing only a small quantity of Dryed meat, they are on their 
Journey to the Beaver Country, Wind at NE with snow, the 
Men employed in Cutting a Clear Passage to the House for 
Indians. 

10th Tuesday. Wind at SE, with thick snow, the Indians 
traded and went off, The Men employed as before. 

11th Wednesday. Wind at North Clear Weather, the 
People employed as on Monday last. 

12th Thursday. Wind NW the Men employed in cutting 
of Firewood. 

13th Friday. The Men employed in cutting of Firewood 
wind in the NW quarter. . 

14th Saturday. Wind NE, thick weather, the People 
employed as Yesterday. 

15th Sunday. Wind NW very cold weather, this day 
arrived here two young men for tobacco, for 4 tents of Indians, 
that is to come in tomorrow; gave them the same, and sent 
them off directly. 

16th Monday. The Men employed in cutting of Firewood, 
at Noon the Indians arrived, with no more furrs only 5 Beaver 
Skins, and 4 Stage! Foxes, and a small quantity of Provisions, 
in trading what little provisions they had they was so eager for 
Liquor, that they went to the Canadian traders, and so back 
and Fore, that there is no doing with them, as they no 
provisions must be had, Suppose at a dearer rate, a great deal 
than furrs Wind in the SE quarter. 

17th Tuesday. Wind South, thick Cloudy weather, this 
morning the Indians went away, the men employed in Laying 
up the Canoes. 

18th Wednesday. Wind SW, the Men employed in cutting 
firewood. 


19th Thursday. Wind NW, the Men employed as Yesterday. 


1 Skins taken out of season. See H[udson’s] B[ay Company] S[eries], Vol. VI, 
E. E. Rich (ed.), Te Letters of Fohn McLoughlin from Fort Vancouver to the 
Governor and Committee, Second Series, 1839-44 (Toronto, The Champlam 
Society, 1943, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1943), p. 70n. 


NOVEMBER 20-27, 1778 Biris 


20th Friday. Wind NW, with Snow and Hail at times, the 
People employed as on Wednesday last. 

21st Saturday. Wind North, thick foggy weather, the Men 
employed in laying up the Canoes, and fencing them round for 
the Winter. 

22nd Sunday. Wind at NE with Clear weather, at Night 
arrived two Indian Men, with Red Deers! flesh, but no furrs, 
for which I desired them to make all the haste they could to 
kill Beaver and as they say they are plenty, Nigh were there 
tents is. 

23rd Monday. Wind NE the People employed in cutting 
of Firewood. 

24th Tuesday. Wind at North, with small snow, the Men 
employed in cutting of firewood. 

25th Wednesday. ‘Wind NW, two Men employed in 
Cutting of plank, the rest cutting of firewood. 

26th Thursday. Wind NW, the Men employed as 
Yesterday, At Noon Isaac Batt, came from Hunting, on 
Account of no Buffaloe being come down, at night a Beaver 
Indian arrived with a small quantity of Beaver to trade tobacco, 
he has given me the account of 7 tents of Indians beyond 
where he came from. 

27th Friday. The Indians traded and is ready to sett off, I 
have Likewise Fitted out Charles Isham, and James Lisk, with 
tobacco, and Iron work, as I here they are in want, not to be 


1 Red deer, the elk or wapiti, Cervus canadensis. Richardson, Fauna Boreali- 
Americana..., Part I, Quadrupeds, p. 252, states that the wapiti “ was long 
considered by the Fur Traders as the same with the red-deer or stag of Europe ”’. 
It is also, conspicuously, the wapiti that Edward Umfreville described under the 
name of red deer in The Present State of Hudson’s Bay... (London, 1790), pp. 
163-4. E.2/12, Graham’s “‘ Observations...” [1792], pp. 18-19, “‘ Waskesew, 
the Stag or Red-deer. These creatures are not so large as the preceeding animal 
[moose] yet considerably exceed the Deer [caribou] both in height and size, the 
Horns are lofty having few branches or rather processes (being very small) and 
those on the back part have no flat surface, but are round like the handles of 
knives. ‘They are never seen on this side the lakes, but inhabit more to the 
southward in a warm climate where they have grass for food all the year. They 
are very fat, but the meat is extraordinary coarse & little regarded by the 
Europeans. The natural color of the Hair is red, but as they grow old it changes 
to a dirty brown: The feet are very small ...”. 
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given, but to be traded, and to keep them from the Canadians 
if Possible, the goods I shall make account for along with the 
rest, the Men employed making the bank of the River passable 
to Come up and down to the Water. 

28th Saturday. Wind Westerly, two Stone Indian Men 
arrived for tobacco for two Chiefs, they Slept two Nights 
onthe “road; Ihave “sent Isaac Batt, and= janes) Gbattron 
Directly with them, with tobacco to trade, and half a pound 
for each of the two Chiefs. Now I have only 5 Men with 
me. 
29th Sunday. ‘Nind NE with snow, nothing strange, these 
24 Hours. 

30th Monday. Wind NE the People employed in cutting of 
firewood. 

1st Tuesday. The Men employed in Plastering the House 
where it is open, Wind in the SE quarter. 

2nd Wednesday. Wind Southerly, the Men employed in 
Cutting and bringing home a Flag Staff. 

3rd Thursday. Wind NW, the men employed in making 
and setting up a Flag Staff. 

4th Friday. Wind NW, the men employed in cutting of 
firewood. 

sth Saturday. Wind Northerly, the men employed as 
Yesterday. 

6th Sunday. Wind NE, with thick snow. 

7th Monday. Wind NE with thick snow, the People’ 
employed in cutting of firewood. 

8th Tuesday. Wind NW. clear weather, the Men employed 
as Yesterday. 

gth Wednesday. Wind NE, the men employed in making 
of Sleds. 

10th Thursday. Wind NE with thick snow, the Men 
employed as Yesterday. 

11th Friday. Wind in the NW quarter, the Men employed 
in cutting of firewood. 

12th Saturday. Wind NW with snow, the men employed 
as Yesterday. 

13th Sunday. Nind in the NW quarter, one Stone Indian 


DECEMBER 14-18, 1778 217 


Man arrived here with a Small quantity of Provisions, and 
only 5 Beaver Skins, traded and went away directly. 

14th Monday. Wind SW, the People employed in cutting 
of firewood. 

15th Tuesday. Wind at South, with snow, the People 
employed as Yesterday. 

16th Wednesday. Wind SW fine clear weather, the men 
employed as on Monday last. 

17th Thursday. Wind NW, the men employed in cutting 
of firewood at noon three Stone Indians arrived here for 
tobacco, for four Leaders that was to arrive the 18 Instt. they 
Slept all night in the House. 

18th Friday. Wind NW, with hard frost, At 7 AM sent off 
the 3 Indians and 3 Englishmen with them, and 2 pounds of 
Tobacco to give them to keep them from the Canadian traders, 
at 10 another Indian arrived from the same band who gave me 
the account of 18 Frenchmen, with guns and hangers, tobacco, 
and 10 Gallons of rum to give away to the Indians, to draw 
them from me, and if not to take them by force, I directly went 
to demand the reason of there armed men, or what they intend. 
In return their answer was, every Indian that smoaked of their 
tobacco and drank of their rum, they would take by force, if 
not with there Consent, for which reason I went off directly 
and brought their Chief Leader back with me, there was a 
guard of 40 men upon the Ice on the River, armed with Guns 
and hangers, with 10 Gallons of Rum in a Cask, with the Head 
out, for the Frenchmen and Indians, to drink and I asked 
Holmes (a Master) his reasons for it a second time, which his 
Answer was he wanted provisions, and Packs of Furrs, and he 
would have them, the Indian Chief and me went on the House, 
where we Stopped a little, and then one of my men, that was 
upon the watch said the Indians was in sight, the Chief and 
one went out, and the men to Salute them in the usual form, 
when the Indians came to where the french guard was, they 
made the men Drink with them, and Seized on all their Horses 
and goods, and guarded them in and Locked them up within 
their Stockadoes. I went and told them they was Robbing of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and likewise the Natives, one of 
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my men was with me who said by their overpower of men, they 
thought to do as they Pleased but in an Instant he was knocked 
down by Holmes, and beat in a cruel manner, in the croud, 
where | was keeped off, but nothing else, they have now 120 
men here. 

19th Saturday. Wind NW fine clear weather, with hard 
frost, no trade from this band Only 7 Beaver. 

20th Sunday. Wind NW fine clear weather. 

21st Monday. Wind NE, with snow, the men employed in 
cutting of Firewood. 

22nd Tuesday. Wind NW the People employed as 
Yesterday, the Canadians Traders came to the House, and 
returned the Tobacco Sent to the Indians, with an excuse that 
they was in Liquor, but would do so no more, but all Should 
trade where they pleased. 

23rd Wednesday. Wind at SE with hard snow all day, the 
Men employed in getting of firewood. 

24th Thursday. Wind North clear Weather, with hard frost; 
the People employed as Yesterday. 

25th Friday. Wind SE, thick snowy weather. 

26th Saturday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, the 
People employed in cutting of firewood. 

27th Sunday. Wind in the NE quarter, thick haze and Snow. 

28th Monday. Wind in the NE quarter, the men employed 
in Cutting of firewood. 

29th Tuesday. Wind NW, the men employed in cutting of 
Firewood, at night 2 Indians arrived which I had sent off to 
hunt Beaver, with an Account that they was Starving, for want 
of provisions, there guns being bad, upon which reason I sent 
them my own gun, they only Brought 3 Beaver. 

30th Wednesday. ‘Nind North, the People employed in 
cutting of firewood, the two Indians went away. 

31st Thursday. Windinthe NW quarter, the men employed 
as yesterday. 


1st Friday. Clear Serene air, and very cold, the men making 


January of Sleds, Wind in the NW quarter. 
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2nd Saturday. Wind at South, fine clear Weathervthemen 1779 
employed in cutting of firewood. January 

3rd Sunday. Wind NW, fine clear weather. 

4th Monday. Wind NW fine clear weather, the Men 
employed in Cutting of Firewood. 

th Tuesday. WNind in the NE quarter, the men employed 
in getting of wood for Sleds. 

6th Wednesday. Wind NE thick weather, with snow, the 
men employed in making of Sleds. 

7th Thursday. Wind and weather as Yesterday, the men 
employed in cutting of Firewood. 

8th Friday. Wind NE, the men employed as on Wednesday 
last. 

9th Saturday. Wind in the NE quarter, the men employed 
in cutting of Firewood. 

10th Sunday. Wind SE with snow, one tent of Indians 
Arrived here for want of Provisions which I had supplied 
before, in there misery, for want of necessaries, and being sick, 
they only brought 10 Beaver Skins. 

11th Monday. Wind SE the fore Part thick snow, the men 
employed in getting of firewood. 

12th Tuesday. Wind in the SE quarter, no strange Indians 
arriving from the Beaver Hunting, the men as Yesterday. 

13th Wednesday. Wind NE, thick weather with snow, the 
men employed in making of Sleds. 

14th Thursday. Wind North, cold weather, the men 
employed in cutting of Firewood. 

I $th Friday. WNind in the NW quarter, the men employed 
as Yesterday. 

16th Saturday. ‘The Men employed in cutting of firewood, 
Mitchell Omen cut the upper part of his right foot, in a very 
bad manner, Some of the Leaders being cut so that the blood 
could hardly be Stopped. Wind at North with cold weather. 

17th Sunday. \Nind NW clear sharp weather. 

18th Monday. Magnus Twatt taken sick, and Mitchell 
Omen Lame the other 3 men employed in cutting of Firewood, 
Wind in the NW quarter. 

19th Tuesday. Wind NE, this day Mitchell Omen foot 
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broke up a Bleeding, as bad as at first, very difficult to get it 
Stopped. 

20th Wednesday. Wind SE, thick weather, with snow, the 
men employed as on Monday last, no account of any Indians 
as yet. 

08) Thursday. Wind SE the men employed in putting the 
snow away from the House. 

22nd Friday. Wind at North, very cold, the men employed 
in cutting of Firewood, one man Sick and another Lame. 

23rd Saturday. The Men employed in cutting of Firewood. 
Hard Gales with Snow, Wind at North. 

24th Sunday. Wind at NE very cold, nothing strange. 

25th Monday. Wind NW, Sent off James Banks, with an 
Indian for a guide to bring in Malchom Ross and James 
Spence Senior, to go with the Packet to Cumberland House, 
but in case that the Indians is preparing to come in with furrs 
and provisions, to Stay and accompany them past the Canadian 
traders above, gave 4 Beaver of Tobacco to give to the Chiefs 
if they should be agreeable to come in. 

26th Tuesday. Wind NW the men employed in cutting of 
Firewood one Lame and one Sick, at Night after Dark one 
Indian from the Beaver River arrived with a few Skins for a 
supply of Powder, and Ball, and Tobacco. 

27th Wednesday. The two men employed in Cutting of 
Firewood, the Indians traded and went off Wind at NE. 

28th Thursday. Wind NE the men employed as Yesterday, 
one Indian Came for tobacco, for a Stone Indian Chief that is 
within a days March gave him two Beaver of tobacco & sent 
him off directly. 

29th Friday. Nind South thick weather with Snow, this 
day arrived three tents of Stone Indians with a few Wolves 
Skins and foxes and a little Provisions Traded and went off in 
the night. 

30th Saturday. Wind SE snowing very thick, the men 
employed in cutting of Firewood. 

31st Sunday. Wind in the NE quarter, nothing Strange. 

1st Monday. Wind at West, the men employed making of 
Candles. 


FEBRUARY 2-16, 1779 a2 


2nd Tuesday. Wind at NW fine clear weather, the men 
employed cutting of Firewood. 

3rd Wednesday. \Nind SE with snow, the men employed 
cutting of firewood, one man Sick and one with his cut foot 
very bad. 

4th Thursday. Wind and weather as Yesterday, the men as 
Yesterday. 

sth Friday. Wind at NE thick weather with snow, the men 
away fetching of Meat. 

6th Saturday. Wind NW with snow the men employed in 
Cutting of Firewood, on man sick, and one Lame, At Night 
one Indian arrived from the Beaver River, with 10 Skins for 
tobacco. 

7th Sunday. Wind NW very Cold weather. 

8th Monday. Wind NW, the men employed in cutting 
of Firewood, the Indian that came from the Beaver River 
went away, he has given me the account of a great many tents, 
but whether coming here, or where, he cannot tell but I have 
given 4 Beaver of Tobacco to be given to them to come in 
along with him. 

gth Tuesday. Wind SE, the men employed in cutting of 
firewood. 

10th Wednesday. Ward Gales, with thick snow, and Drift, 
the Men as Yesterday. 

11th Thursday. Wind NW, the men employed in cutting 
of Firewood, one man Sick and one lame of his foot as before. 

12th friday. Wind NW, the men as Yesterday. 

13th Saturday. Wind at SE with snow, the two men I have 
went to bring home meat. 

14th Sunday. Wind South, thick weather with Snow. 

1 $th Monday. Wind NW, Malchom Ross, James Spence 
and James Banks, arrived with the account of the Indians will 
not trade abroad, as formerly, they have brought back 40 
Pounds of tobacco, which formerly was the only trade that 
passed, they have given 8 Pound to different Chiefs to come in, 
but Left them at Last. 

16th Tuesday. Wind in the NE quarter, the Men employed 
in cutting of Firewood. 
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17th Wednesday. ‘Wind NW, two men arrived from the 
Beaver Indians they have been in at the Canadians above twice, 
and had only 8 Skins and a very small quantity of Provisions, 
Traded and went off directly. 

18th Thursday. Wind NW, the men employed in making 
Shoes, and reparing there things, to go once more to see if we 
can do any thing, if Possible, with the Indians to bring them in 
with Liquor. 

19th Friday. Wind NE the men employed in cutting of 
Firewood, Charles Isham and James Lisk and one Indian 
arrived with them which I sent along with them for a 
guide to find the Indians, most part of the goods returned, 
8 Beaver Expended in tobacco to bring the Chiefs in but at 
last deserted them, and went to the Canadian Traders above, 
Payed to the Indian guide 3 Beaver in Cloth, and 6 of 
Tobacco. 

20th Saturday. \Nind NW the men employed in cutting of 
firewood, the Indian man traded and went off, two men getting | 
ready to goe with the Packet to Cumberland House. 

21st Sunday. Wind SE thick weather with snow, the men 
employed in making of Sleds, to go to Cumberland House, 
and likewise 3 men to go with me with Sleds, and goods to 
meet the Beaver Indians and Stone Indians that formerly came 
to York Fort, This day one of the Canadians traders has sett 
off up the River, with 20 armed men, and two Horses, with 
about 40 pieces of goods, and 25 ten Gallon kegs of Rum, and 
with my small Stock that remains, I shall cross the land with 
Part of it, and be before them, if health permits allmost in 
Readiness. 

22nd Monday. Wind NE, thick weather with snow, this 
day Charles Isham and James Lisk allmost ready to sett off 
with the packet to Cumberland House, two men likewise making 
ready to go with me to Bring in the Indians if Possible, if not to 
Trade what I can, the rest employed in cutting of Firewood. 

23rd Tuesday. ‘Wind NW, the men employed as Yesterday, 
The Packet sett off! and at 10 OClock I sett off for the Beaver 
Indians. 

1 Isham and Lisk arrived at Cumberland House on March 9g (see p. 287). 


PEBRUARY 2331779 Be3 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Wm. Tomison 


Dated INtand 23rd February, 1779.1 

SIR 
This 1s to Acquaint you of the Companys Business, 
since our Departure, we had a very hard passage in getting up, 
October 22nd I arrived at the middle Settlement, two days 
paddle above where I intended; I was stopped six days in the 
Ice, next day the River was unpassable. The Canadian traders 
sent for me and enquired where I intended to Winter, In 
return I said their Interest and mine was different and I could 
not tell, there answer was they should be along side of me go 
where I would. Next day Blondish made me the Offer of a 
House, that was allmost finished to winter in, and the River 
fast, I embraced the offer as there was scarce wood for fire, 
three Houses beside me, it is the worst winter that any of them 
has seen from there first being in the trade, but at a great 
Expence to the Company, I have had 6 Men out with goods, 
but great part of the goods was returned, the Indians will not 
Trade out without Liquor, and that is dangerous, I have made 
at this Date as much as any man can expect, considering so 
many against me, and when an Indian Comes scarce ever 
brings above 10 or 12 Skins, and twenty for one has none at 
all only a handful of Provisions, I have a very good Stock of 
Tobacco, Brandy if you can spare me 4 or 5 Gallon Kegs, or 
more, it will be of a great deal of service, towards the Spring, 
as the trade will all be over before the River brakes up. Knives 
Yew Handle 4 or 5 Dozen, if you can spare them Knives 
roach 3 or 4 Dozen, Ice Chizels 6, and Hatchets small 1 Dozen, 
nothing else I think is, or will be wanted, Before the Men 
arrive, if they make good expedition, as I think they will as 
much as lays in there Power, all the men has done to the best 
of their endeavour, since leaving of Cumberland House, one 


1 For the copy made in the Cumberland House journal, see p. 287. In that 
copy Longmoor writes as from “ Upper Settlement”. He had left 
Cumberland House before the arrival there of Marten’s letter of September 
g in which instructions were given to call the new post ‘‘ Hudson House ” 
(p92608)7 “Séep. 311, ny r 
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Lame for these 6 Weeks, this same Date I sett off to see what 
I can do with the Indians, with Brandy and all other Sorts of 
Trading goods, I have taken the account of all, and put 
Malchom Ross in charge untill I return, as he is the fittest man 
that I can trust, I have nothing more Strange at Present, But 
I remain. 
SIT 
Your Humble Servant 
Ropert LonGmMoor 
P.S. One thing more if you can Spare not to disappoint 
Yourself at Cumberland House, but for a Gun or two, if not 
aseleamiasit 
I remain Yours 


RoBERT LONGMOOR 


24th Wednesday. ‘Nind South, the men employed cutting 
of Firewood, Early this morning I met an Indian Coming for 
tobacco, and I returned with him, and to satisfy the Indian I 
sent with Malchom Ross, and James Spence, he has done the 
best of his endeavour the men tells me, to bring the far off 
Indians in, But to no.Purpose, he intends to sett off a second 
time to see if he can do any thing more. 

25th Thursday. \Nind and Weather as Yesterday, the men 
as Yesterday, two men went off with the goods, and I stayed 
to Trade the Indians, tomorrow I am to sett off after 
them. 

26th! Friday. Wind SW, the men employed Cutting of 
Firewood. 

27th Saturday. Wind South, the Men employed as 
Yesterday served James Batt and his Brother out to go a 
hunting to Find themselves. 

28th Sunday. \Nind South, an Indian arrived here about 
2 OClock, he brought 19 Beaver, the same day 2 young 
fellows came in with some Moose flesh. 


1st Monday. Wind SW the men employed cutting of 


1 From this date until Longmoor’s return on March 15 the journal was 
presumably the work of Malchom Ross. 
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Firewood, Isaac Batt sett off a hunting, an Indian brought 
some meat. 

and Tuesday. Wind SW, the men as Yesterday. 

3rd Wednesday. Wind NE the men getting of Firewood, 
James Batt and an Indian man sett off a hunting. 

4th Thursday. Wind NW fine Clear Weather, the men as 
Yesterday. 

5th Friday. Wind West, the men cutting firewood, this 
day arrived a young fellow from the Stone Indians for 
tobacco. 

6th Saturday. Wind SW, the Indians arrived with a great 
deal of provisions, the men as Yesterday. 

7th Sunday. Wind at South, the Indians traded a great deal 
of provisions, but no Skins. 

8th Monday. Wind East, the men cutting firewood, this 
day another gang of Stone Indians came in, some of the young 
fellows was Coming to us for tobacco, but was Stopped by 
some of the Canadians, by telling them we had Nothing to 
give them. I believe they had some Skins, for they locked 
them all within the Stockadoes. 

gth Tuesday. Wind NE with thick weather, the People 
employed as usual. 

10th Wednesday. Wind North blows very hard with snow 
all day. 

I 2 Thursday. ‘Wind North, Clear Sharp weather, the men 
employed as usual. 

12th friday. Wind SE, the Men employed cutting of 
Firewood. 

13th Saturday. Wind SW, thick weather, with a little Snow, 
the Men employed as Yesterday. 

14th Sunday. Wind NW, this day arrived some Indians, 
very well gooded, they all came to us for tobacco and pitched 
close by us. 

15th Monday. Wind South, Our Master arrived Late in 
the evening with a very Good return of goods, The Indians 
drunk, the men employed getting of Firewood. 

16th Tuesday. Wind SE, the Men as Yesterday, the 
Indians traded all they had. 
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17th Wednesday. Wind at South, fine clear Weather, the 
Men employed in getting of Firewood. 

18th Thursday. Wind SW with clear Weather, the Men 
making of Sleds to sett off to meet the Packet, coming from 
Cumberland House. 

19th Friday. This morning, Magnus Twatt and James 
Spence Junior, sett of with Provisions and dogs to meet the 
Men coming up, at Night Mr. Philip Turner,! George Hudson, 
and Robert Davey arrived here, with the account of seeing 
Charles Isham and James Lisk within two days journey of 
Cumberland House. 

20th Saturday. Wind SW, hard Gales of wind, the men 
cutting of Firewood. 

21st Sunday. Wind SW, hard Gales of wind with snow. 

22nd Monday. Wind North, Hard Gales of Wind, with 
Snow and very cold the Men cutting Firewood. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind South, the men employed as Yesterday, 
No account of any Indians at Present, which | am very much 
surprised at. 

24th Wednesday. Wind SW fine clear Weather, the Men 
employed repairing the Chimney. 

25th Thursday. ‘Nind South, the men employed in clearing 
the Snow from the House, and cutting drains to carry off the 
water from the House. 

26th Friday. Wind SW, the men getting of firewood. 

27th Saturday. ‘Wind Westerly, hot weather, the men 
employed Clearing the Snow off the Canoes. 

28th Sunday. Wind SW, clear Weather snow going off fast. 

29th Monday. Wind SE with snow, an Indian arrived here 
for Tobacco, and as I have no Liquor, | have sent off James 
Banks and William Omen, to meet the packett a second time, 
to hasten them with the Brandy, as my Liquor is done. 

30th Tuesday. Wind SE thick weather, with snow, The 
Indians waited till Noon, Charles Isham, James Lisk,? Magnus 
Twatt, and James Spence Senior with the other men that was 


1See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 219-20. 
2 Isham and Lisk left Cumberland House on March 18 (see p. 289). 
Tomison’s copy of the letter they carried is on pp. 290-1. 
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Sent to meet them arrived, a great deal of Water in the River. 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Wm. Tomison 


Dated CumBertand House March 1 sth, 1779 
SIR 
By the arrival of Charles Isham, and James Lisk 
March gth I received your kind favour, Dated Feby. 23rd, 
which gave me great Pleasure to hear that you and all under 
your Command was well. 

As to the Indians not bringing furrs I am not in the least 
surprised at, as the greater part can be supplied for Bringing 
Provisions, indeed I am positive that Indians will never trouble 
themselves with any Laborious work, when they can live 
without. By the present proceedings of the Canadian Traders, 
Striving against each other, not only will but has already, 
drove the Indians into a State of Debauch and Indolence, it is 
a great Pity such a body of Natives, should be destroyed by a 
parcel of wild fellows, Such as Mac Cormick going about 
Sword in hand threatning the Natives to make them trade with 
him, whither they will or no. As to this Place I do not expect 
to get 1500 Skins this Year, indeed I do not no where there 
to come from, as to the Northward you know their will be no 
chance, by all account, Pond has got so far into Athappuskow 
Country, that the Indians think it will be late the next summer 
before he gets back, there is also Canoes at 4 different places 
besides, so that it will be of no use to send men with goods 
there, as it will be unpossible to reach the Indians before it be 
too late. 

According to your desire I have sent by the bearers 10 
small Hatchets, 6 narrow Ice Chizzels, 4 Dozen of Yew handle 
knives, 4 Dozen of roach, as to Kegs of one Gallon, I have not 
got one in the House, nor a Gun except them which was 
damaged in the passages up, which is of no use either to me 
or You. 

The bad success we had with our Nets Lately, and have had 
but little provisions come in, has shortened our Stock in hand 
greatly, you will therefore do your endeavour to get provisions, 
to Supply the men on their Journey down to York Fort, as I 
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shall have none left without there comes a greater supply than 
what I expect, I conclude wishing Better Success to the 
Companys affairs, and remain 
Your most Obedient 
Humble Servant 

P.S. If you find it convenient Wi11L11AM ToMIsoN 
send what men you can spare 

down with Furrs by the earliest Opportunity 


31st Wednesday. Wind SE thick weather with snow, the 
Indians traded a small quantity of Provisions and there small 
quantity of Skins, and went off 3 Men belonging to the Stone 
Indians that went to York Fort formerly, came here for tobacco 
for two of their Leaders and directly went off, a Custom which 
the Canadian traders had adopted them to. Iron work and 
Tobacco, is all I have to trade the men employed in Cleaning 
the Plantation. 

1st! Thursday. Wind NE with snow, the men cutting of 
firewood, the Carpenter making a Cabin and Bed place for 
Mr. Turner. 

and Friday. Wind NE with Snow, the men employed in 
cutting of Firewood. 

3rd Saturday. ‘Nind North Clear Sharp Weather, the men 
cutting of firewood. 

4th? Sunday. Nind South fine Weather, the Stone Indians 
arrived, and as my Liquor was out, they went to the Canadians, 
and was all Locked up so that I have got no Skins from them 
as yet. 

sth Monday. Wind NE, the men employed in Clearing the 
Plantation of Rubbish, the Stone Indians as yet Locked up, 


1 According to Philip Turnor (fFournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 221-2), on 
this day he and Longmoor were invited to breakfast by William Holmes, the 
Canadian trader. They accepted “ thinking it prudent to learn every thing in 
my [Turnor’s] power from them but at the same time conceal as 1nuch as 
possible. ..”. 

2 For Turnor’s opinion “ that the Honourable Company have not lost less then 
500 made beaver in Wolves Beaver & Foxes by this one gang of Indians for want of 
goods’, and his remarks on the Canadians, see Tyrrell, Fournzals of Hearne and 
Turnor, pp. 222-3. 


APRIL 6-16, 1779 329 


with a Sentinel at the the Gates, had I had any Liquor they 1779 
would not have got them, and all that stands in your Honors April 
way, is only the want of Men to bring up a large quantity of 
goods. 

6th Tuesday. Wind SW fine warm weather, 6 gone to get 
Pitch, the rest cutting firewood. 

7th Wednesday. ‘Yhis morning Sent one man off, to bring 
in 2 old Men to try if they will build Canoes, with tobacco to 
give them, to make them come in with him, the Carpenter 
making a place to Pack the Furrs in. 

8th Thursday. Arrived here one tent of Indians, with a 
small quantity of provisions, and 7 Wolf Skins, Traded with 
them, two old Men which I spoke too for to build Canoes 
came in, the men getting of Pitch, getting ready to go with 
the Indians, to get Birch rind. Wind at West with Clear 
Weather. 

gth Friday. Isaac Batt, James Batt, and James Banks, gone 
to hunt Buffaloe, the rest cutting of Firewood. Wind NE 
with frost. 

10th Saturday. My-self and 3 men gone over the River, for 
Birch rind; as my Trading goods is done, I intend to have 
Canoes built and repaird as quick as possible, Wind SE with 
Frost. 

11th Sunday. Wind Westerly, fine clear Weather, at 9 
OClock this Morning two English and one Indian sett off to 
get Birch rind, and timbers, for building canoes, at 2 PM an 
assinee poet man, and his Wife came to the House, traded a 
few furrs, and then went to the Frenchmen. 

12th Monday. Wind Northerly, clear Weather, the People 
employed cutting Firewood. 

13th Tuesday. Wind NW blows hard, with flying clouds, 
the People employed as Yesterday. 

14th Wednesday. Wind Northerly, clear Weather, the 
People employed as on Monday last. 

15th Thursday. Wind Southerly, clear Weather, the men 
cutting firewood, James Banks, and an Indian came home with 
2 horse loads of meat. 

16th Friday. Wind Westerly clear weather, two men 
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went away to fetch home meat, the People employed as 
usual. 

17th Saturday. Nind South, clear hot weather, 3 Indians 
arrived, had nothing but pitch, they went to the French men, 
the men employed as usual. 

18th Sunday. I arrived with 5 Englishmen, one Indian, 
with Birch rind to build and repair Canoes, at 2 PM 5 Indian 
men Arrived but went to the Frenchmen, fine warm day with 
wind at South, Geese and Swans flying. 

19th Monday. Wind South, Repair’d one Canoe to go up 
the River, with Mr. Turner, this day the River broke up abrest 
of the House, and Stoped a little below. 

20th! Tuesday. Wind NE, hard Gales of wind with Clear 
Weather, this morning 4 young men arrived here for tobacco, 
but as my Goods is out they went to the Canadians, I compute 
there trade to be between g00 or 1000 Bevr. in Trade, So that 
your Honors, is at a Loss for nothing but men and goods, as 
for the Indians that I have been encouraging for building of 


? Turnor’s entry for this date (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, D223) 
reads: “...at 7 AM 4 Southern Indians came for tobacco but finding the 
Honourable Companys Servants had no Liquor went to Willm. Holmes and got 
tobacco, and where made drunk before they went away, and had a man sent on 
Horse back with them and carried a quantity of Liquor with him to give the 
Indians before they came to the House which has been his practice all the Winter, 
at 2 PM the Indians arrived being a Large gang and had with them upwards of 
Thirty Horses well Loaded and a great number of Dogs, the Indians when they 
arrived where most of them drunk, it was with great difficulty they perswaded the 
Indians to Tent by them, they said they did not come to trade with them but 
with Robert Longmore, and said the Englishmen where their Country men, they 
seemed very much dissatisfied and very hard to convince that the Honourable 
Company’s Servants could want goods, they traded every thing which Longmore 
had which they where in want of, the men traded every thing they had and every 
man seemed much concerned at seeing so many good Furrs going to the Canadians 
only for the want of Goods, the Loss upon this gang of Indians would amount to 
1500 Made Beaver at least, mostly in Beaver with a few Wolves, Foxes & 
Martins, so that the Loss upon the two Gangs may be supposed to amount ‘o Two 
Thousand made Beaver, exclusive of others that would have come had not the 
news spread amongst the Indians, this same gang hard that the Liquor was gone 
but would not believe it, a thing of this kind is soon known all over this part of 
the Country as they have constantly young men going from one party to the 
ether” 
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Canoes, they have all gone off, after the great expences I have 
been at. 

21st Wednesday. \Nind SW with flying Clouds, the Indians 
traded a few Skins for Iron work, the Last Indian that was 
Staying to build canoes is gone off with this Band, he has had 
for getting of Birch rind, and to encourage him to Build 
canoes, 25 Beaver in goods, and gone when the time is at hand, 
so that there is no trusting of an Indian, the water in the river 
raised about 2 Foot, the Ice Stoped below. 

22nd Thursday. \Nind SE, the men employed mending the 
Canoes, this day the Indians sett off, a great deal of Ice going 
in the River, fine clear Weather. 

23rd Friday. \n the morning | went off with 3 men to get 
Roots for mending of Canoes, and to see if I can find wood for 
to build two new ones, I have not Canoes to carry the provisions 
and furrs to Cumberland House, this day the River is clear of 
Ice, as far as we can see, Wind NE with cold weather, the men 
making of Paddles. 

24th Saturday. All hands employed in Packing of furrs, 
the fore part Cloudy with rain, and hail, the Latter part clear 
weather, 3 men came Home with 3 Horse loads of meat from 
Isaac Batt and his brother. 

25thi Sunday. Wind No. Cloudy weather, 2 Canoes 


1'Turnor’s entry for the same day (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, 
pp- 224-5), reads: “...at gq AM two Canoes belonging to Geboch came down 
the River and informed us that they had been obliged to fly and leave about half 
their Furrs and all their goods and provisions (to the amount of 25 Tents, of 
Indians supposed to amount to 120 Men or upwards) had fallen upon them and 
killed Fohn Cole formerly a servant to Honourable Hudsons Bay Company and one 
man belonging to Peter Pangman, that in return they had killed 2 Indians and 
wounded 2 More, this ingagement hapned on Thursday the 22nd April, that 
they then got a sessation of arms by giving them 5 kegs of Rum containing about 
40 gallons, and great quantity of other goods, on Friday morning they gave them 
an other keg of Rum containing about 8 Gallons and offered them all their goods 
if they would lett them goe with their Furrs which they refused, and said they 
would have all their goods and kill them afterwards, this day I was preparing to go 
up the River with intent to settle the Latitude and Longitude of the place where 
the Canadians Wintered, but as this disturbance has hapned I think it most 
prudent to decline it untill we have a farther account.” 
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belonging to Geboch! &c came down the River, and informed 
us that they had been obliged to fly, and leave above half their 
goods, and all their provisions; for the Indians to the amount 
of 25 tents, have fallen upon them, and have kill’d one Cole 
a canadian trader, and one of Pangmans men, that they killed 
two Indians, and wounded 2, which happened on thursday 
last. they then got a sessation of arms, by giving them 5 kegs 
of rum, Contg. about 40 Galls. and a great quantity of other 
Goods, on Friday morning they gave them 1 more, and offered 
them all their Goods, if they would but let them go, with their 
furrs to which they answered, they would have all their Goods, 
and then kill every one of them, these 2 canoes stole away, one 
left and another in the water but for who I do not no, the 
Indians was Joined by 30 Tents of Indians from the other 
Side of the River, the French on the No. Side, Our people 
employed in mending Canoes. 

26th® Monday. Wind No. Cloudy weather, Blows hard. I 
this Morning learned by the French People that came 
yesterday morning, that the Indians are in Possession of their 
Houses, when they came away that they got 15 Packs of 
Beaver &c each pack 85 lbs and that they left 17 Packs of 
Furrs, of the same Wt. consisting of Martins and the Primest 
of their furrs, the terms the Indians demanded on the sessation 
of arms, which was agreed too on thursday last, was that the 
Canadians should give them 5 kegs of Liquor, which contains 
above 40 Galls. and a great quantity of other goods, & all their 
Guns, Powder, Shott, Ball &ca. the Canadians complied with 
the Liquor, and Goods, but not their Guns, Powder, Shott or 
Ball, on Friday, they got 2 Kegs of Liquor, and afterwards 
have taken the whole, which consist of 30 Kegs of rum contg. 
about 240 Gallons, but at present I do not know what other 
goods they have got, the People repairing the Canoes as fast 
as Possible. 


1 Tyrrell (Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 220n.) suggests that this name is 
probably a vernacular corruption for Gibeau, or some similar French name. 
Nothing except what is stated in the journals appears to be known about this man. 

*See Introduction, p. xlvii, and cf. Turnor’s entry for this day (Tyrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 225-8), which is much more detailed. 
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27th Tuesday. Wind No. Clear Weather, our People 
employed repairing the Canoes ready for going away tomorrow, 
this Morning Graves, Pangman, McCormick, & Holmes, 
talked to their men that was threatning to Kill us upon which 
they seemed more quiet, but at the same time advised us to get 
away as fast as possible, for we are of opinion that we have 
more friends than enemies amongst the Indians, but 
nevertheless, think it prudent to leave the Place, as soon as 
possible, as should the Indians come upon the Canadians, we 
should share the same fate, the Frenchman being as much 
to feared as the Indians, being a set of abandoned Villains. 
All hands employed in getting ready for Cumberland 
House. 

28th Wednesday. All this Morning getting ready to go off, 
Loading the canoes and at last was obliged to leave a very 
large quantity of Provisions to the amount of twelve hundred 
weight of Pounded meat, and dry meat, but nothing else, only 
4 Large parcels of Provisions left in the care of Mr. Graves to 
bring for me as I was so very much loaded, he came and 
acquainted me that he thought he could carry me down some 
small quantity and deliver it safe at the House. At 11 AM 
arrived 3 young men from the Stone Indians that formerly 
went to York Fort, to carry off tobacco. Embarked at 12 
OClock and sent off William Omen, James Spence Junior, 
Isaac Batt and one Indian, with 6 Horse loads of dryed meat, 
to meet me at the Lower french House, in hopes of getting 
canoes to carry it down. Wind SW with fresh Gales. 

29th Thursday. 6 AM got underway, and proceeded to drop 
down the river, went about 30 miles from ESE to NE, and 
arrived at the mouth of the setting river at 11 OClock and 
Stopped, being the place appointed to meet the Horses, where 
they arrived, we put up in a House built by some of the 
canadians but deserted, Mr. Blondish and Mr. Grant’s Houses,? 


* Cf. ‘Turnor’s entries for April 26 and 27 (Tyrrell, Journals of Hearne and 
Turnor, pp. 225-8). 

2 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p- 217-18n, gives the site as 
situated on a level alluvial plain just below the mouth of Setting or Sturgeon 
River, North Latitude 53° 12’ 30” in Section 10, Township 49, Range 27, 
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being very near one another, My-self and Mr. Turner 
crossed the river, and went to try if we could not get an Indian 
Canoe, or two, the Indians having no use for them make none, 
as they get goods brought to them. Mr. Blondish offered us 
a Canoe of the small kind, which we thought most Prudent 
to accept, and one Fisher a Clark gave Isaac Batt another 
with which we think we shall be able to proceed towards 
Cumberland House, Light Breeze with Showers of rain Wind 
Et. 

30th Friday. Neather Part clear, part Cloudy, with rain at 
times our People employed in mending Canoes. 

1st Saturday. Wind SW 4 Canoes Belonging to McCormick 
and one to Geboch, arrived, as they Passed by they said all 
was quiet above, Only Graves, and Holmes remains, 3 of 
Graves Men Passed us at Night by land, the Indians arrived 
and made about 15 French Packs, fine clear weather, finished 
repairing the Canoes, and all ready for setting off in the 
Morning. 

and Sunday. Embarked at 6 OClock, and droped down 
before the Current about 30 Miles, Cloudy with small rain 
‘Wind NE Put up at $ Past 5. 

3rd! Monday. At 6 OClock embarked, Blowing hard at SE, 
Shooting of Rapid currents, Put up at 4 OClock Distance 
about 50 Miles. 

4th Tuesday. At 5 OClock this morning embarked blowing 
hard in the SE quarter, with hard Showers of rain, at 3 PM 
was obliged to put up for heavy rain, two Canoes behind 
Distce. 36 Mailes. 

5th Wednesday. At 4 past § this Morning, embarked, at 
Half past ten flying Showers, at eleven was obliged to put up, 
heavy rain all day large quantitys of Ice along Shore, that we 
can scarce get on Shore for it, Wind variable from Et. to SE, 
Distce. 20 miles. 

6th Thursday. All the fore Part of this day rain, At noon 


west of the Second Meridian, opposite and a little above the city of Prince 
Albert. 

1 For Turnor’s record of the return journey to Cumberland House, see Tyrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 230-2. 
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embarked, some small Showers of rain, 3 French canoes came 1779 
up with us, afterwards we passed them, and put up, at $ past May 
6 OClock, Distce. about 36 miles. 

7th Friday. Embarked at 5 OClock, Cloudy with Wind at 
ESE, at 7 AM Clear Weather, at noon 3 french Canoes passed 
us as we was Staying for one Canoe behind, at 5 PM Passed 
one of the French Canoes, at + Past 6 OClock Put up, 
Distance about 70 Miles. 

8th Saturday. Embarked at.7 AM, very hard Gales of wind 
at WNW, Came to very good hunting for Geese, left two 
Canoes to kill Geese and went on with the rest, Put up about 
10 Miles from Cumberland House, to hunt, blowing hard and 
the Lake not Passable Malchom Ross, and James Banks killed 
8 Geese, the two Canoes still behind, Wind North blowing 
hard. 

gth Sunday. At 11 AM got under way (our Canoes being 
Come up that we left Yesterday to hunt Geese) and proceeded 
down the river about 7 Miles, then came to a little River, 
which comes out of Pine Island Lake, paddled about 4 a mile 
up against the current, then put up. Sent a light Canoe up 
the River to see if it was possible to get to the House, they 
returned and said the Lake was unpassable, on hearing that, 
my Self and Mr. Turner took a light Canoe to proceed as far 
as Possible, by Water, and then walk to the House by Land, 
Wind at NE With flying Clouds. 

10th Monday. I returned with Leather to Cover the Furrs, 
and Powder and Shott, to hunt Geese, 7 men hunting, the rest 
employed in drying of Pounded meat which has got wet, and 
furrs Likewise a great deal of Ice coming down the River 
Wind NE. 

11th Tuesday. Wind NE fine clear weather, the river full 
of Ice coming out of the Lake, that there is no putting a 
Canoe in the water, the 7 Men still a hunting, the rest as 
Yesterday. 

12th Wednesday. At Noon two English men arrived from 
Cumberland House to let us know the Lake was clear, and 
that we was ordered to come to the House, accordingly we 
loaded directly, and proceeded towards Cumberland House, 
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1779 but could not get quite to the House for Ice, being forced to 
May cut part, and then carry to the House, in which we got all our 
things in by 6 PM. I remain 
Honorable Gentlemen 
Your most Obedient and 
most Dutiful Servant 
Rosert Loncmoor! 


1 For Longmoor’s returns, see p. 299. The journal of the outpost from 
Cumberland House will be contained in the next volume. 
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From Mr. Samust Hearne to 
Mr. Jacoss or the chief in command at York Fort 
Dated Pine tstanp Lake 22nd Augst. Sa he 


SIR 
As the home Indian who assisted in getting the men 
and Goods up were desirous of returning this fall, I have fitted 
him out for the voyage, and sent by him a few lines to acquaint 
you of our safe arrival at the new Settlement on the rgth of this 
month. 

The villains of Indians who accompanied me from the Fort, 
embezzled at least 100 Gallons of Brandy, a bag containing 
43 lbs. of Brazil tobacco, besides other articles and 56 lbs. of 
Ball. 

On my arrival here I found Charles Isham had arrived 12 
days before, and all the Goods which were sent with him came 
Satewl amncit 

Yours’ at command 
SAMUEL HeEaRNE 


P.S. We are already removed into the new house, but as yet 
the roof is not covered in. 

Please to present my Compliments to the Gentlemen of your 
mess. 


To Mr. Jacoss or the chief in command at York Fort. 


From Mr. Humpurey Marten to Mr. M. Cocxino 
Dated York Fort Augst. 24th 17752 


SIR 
As it is thought highly necessary to the well being of 
the Company’s affairs inland, that Isaac Batt be (if possible) 
induced to return to his duty in the Company’s service, I have 


1 B.239/b/36, fo. 4d. For Hearne’s copy of this letter see Tyrrell, Fournals 
of Hearne and Turnor, p. 175 
Palbid;, 0.2. 
Boo 
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wrote a letter to him on that subject, which you will please to 
forward to him directly should it have the desired effect, I know 
your usuage of him will be such as to give him no cause of 
complaint, | am 
Sir with esteem and regard 
Your humble Servant 
Humpuy. Marten. 


From Mr. Humpuy. Marten to Mr. Isaac Barr inland! 


Mr. Batr 

Your deserting the Company’s service surprizes me 
much, especially when I consider how very kind Governor 
Lake was always to you, and surely you cannot be ignorant of 
his, and the other Gentlemen of the honourable Board’s 
intention to reward you to the utmost of your merit: as to 
myself who have the command at York Fort, I declare I was, 
and am resolved to be your Friend at every opportunity, and to 
prove it, give you this honest advice vizt. to return to your 
Duty in the Company’s service directly, for be assured if you 
do not, you must not think of ever returning to England, as 
you will be liable to a Prosecution for not fulfilling the tenor 
of your contract: on the contrary, if you return to your duty, 
I promise that what is past shall be forgot, and you treated 
with regard and esteem by him who is, 

Your friend and Servant 
Humpuy. Marten. 


From Mr. Humpurey Marten to Mr. M. Cockine 
on his going to succeed Mr. Hearne inland 
Dated Yorwx Fort Augst. 25th 1775? 


SIR 
The Committee of the honourable Hudson’s bay 
Company having ordered us to consider of and appoint a 


1 Ibid., fos. rd.—2. * Tbid., fo. 2-2d. 
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proper Person to succeed Mr. Hearne at their establishment 
Inland Mr. Samuel Hearne being appointed to command at 
Prince of Wales’ Fort. We after mature deliberation on that 
subject are convinced that you are the properest person to 
succeed Mr. Hearne in the command of the inland expedition. 
You are therefore to proceed with all possible dispatch to 
where Mr. Hearne has erected a Settlement, to which place 
you will have four Indians to attend you, one of whom perfectly 
understands and is well acquainted with the road to the said 
Settlement. On your arrival at said Settlement, you are to 
give Mr. Hearne a receipt for all Trading Goods, Stores and 
Provisions left with you. You are to examine the packages, 
whereby you will be assured that every thing is right. You 
will please to acquaint us with such things as you stand in need 
of, as also of every occurrence that is material, promising to 
assist you with all in our power, and join you with heart and 
hand, We remain Sir, 
Your sincere Friends 
Humpurey Martin. 


Pes.) Yourwill please to instruct William Walker in every 
thing that may render him completely fit to command 
occasionally Inland in the absence of the Master. 


Dated Norru River above the tst fall 
August 28th 17751 
From Mr. Marruew Cockine 
to Mr. Humpuyrey Marten 


SIR 
All the Indians we have met declaring the falls very 
bad at present, owing to such a great fresh of water, and 
my Indians thinking they could not get up as they are 
unacquainted. I have been obliged to prevail with a canoe of 
these Indians to accompany us as Guides, accordingly I gave 
them some liquor last night, when Mr. Secock after privately 
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stealing near 2 quarts, scalded himself so, that he is not fit to 
proceed. I have therefore sent him back, taking the Goods 
which you gave him as payment, and given them to the Indians 
who are going with us. 
Watieom 
Your most obedient Servant 
Matruw. Cock1nc 


Dated NortH River above the Swampy Carrying place 
September 34 17751 
From Mr. Marruew Cockinc 
to Mr. Humpurey Marten 


SIR 

I send this by some Indians we have met here, to 
acquaint you of our being well in health, and everything else 
only vexed at the slowness of our proceeding. In my last I 
acquainted you of my having prevailed with a Canoe of the 
North river Indians to accompany us, as the Indians with 
whom I left the Fort were unacquainted, these have served us 
for Guides, but in fact have been a great hindrance to us in 
our progress, having continually to wait for them, and our 
canoes being at present very crazy is also very detrimental. 
We expect to spend two days more before we reach the first 
Lake. To my shame and vexation I was near being obliged to 
return the 31st ulto. the Indians our Guides refusing to 
proceed, saying that they were spent and tired. After trying 
all persuations and promises in vain, I proposed for my 
Indians to try if we could not proceed by ourselves, but they 
were unwilling alledging their old excuse of being unacquainted 
at last as a dernier resort, I was obliged to apply to the keg 
when after making our Guides half mellow, | prevailed with 
them to change their intent of leaving us, and we proceeded, 
but was obliged to give them my Gun, notwithstanding my 
having before given them all the things which Secock received 
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from you as Payment. There is at present a great fresh in the 
river, and we have had much hard tracking, and paddling 
against the Current, and I am led to suppose the falls are much 
worse than usual from the accounts of the Indians we have 
met, but if we could have proceeded without our Guides we 
should have been much forwarder. The Indian Wappesish 
who pretended to carry me up deceived both you and me in 
saying that he was but little wanting in his knowledge of the 
Falls. He does very well when he is shewn the road, but 
otherwise is deficient, indeed he pretends in excuse, that he has 
but once been up here, however both him and the other two 
have hitherto behaved very well, exerting themselves greatly, 
and I beleive would gladly be forwarder on our Journey. | 
remain wishing you and your’s every other Felicity Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant 
MatrHew Cockinc 


P.S. Please to remember me to your mess-mates. Please to 
excuse my Letters not being sealed, having no wax at hand. 


York Forr Fuly 12th 761 
Copy of Inst[rJuctions given by Mr. Humphrey Marten to 
Mr. William Tomison on his going to take charge of 
Cumberland House. 


SIR 
We the chief and Council of York Fort knowing you 
to be a fit Person to succeed Mr. Matthew Cocking in the 
command at Cumberland House, Pine Lake beyond Basquea, 
We do appoint you to the said command, You are therefore 
with all convenient speed to proceed to that Settlement, and to 
take with you the underwritten Persons, vizt. Charles Isham, 
John Driver, Robert Davey, William Omen, Mitchell Omen, 
William Taylor, Magnus Twatt, Wm. Lewtit and William 

Grey. 
ae will have also with you a large assortment of Trading 
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Goods for supplying the Inland Natives in exchange for furs. 
And whereas last year a large quantity of the Company’s 
Goods was embezzled by the natives, We strongly recommend 
to you to use your utmost endeavours to prevent such abuse in 
future: and that nothing might be wantg. on our part to 
conduce to so desirable and end Mr. Marten hath engaged 
four stout Home Indians, and three families of North river 
Indians to assist you in carrying the Goods inland. 

On your arrival at Cumberland House you are to make a 
strict overhale of all the Goods, Stores and Provisions at that 
place and compare the remains with the account of those Goods 
left there by Mr. Cocking and in case of Deficiency to make 
your report to the chief at York Fort. You are also to examine 
strictly the goods now sent with you, and if any should be 
unfortunately lost, you will inform the chief of the quantity 
and if possible of the Indians names that stole it, as also of the 
behaviour of each Indians that is employ’d in carrying Goods 
inland, that they may be rewarded according to their merits. 

You will use your utmost endeavours to get acquainted 
with the Standard by which the Pedlars trade, and if possible 
undersell them, But you are to prevent their prying into the 
Company’s affairs, and should you see Mr. Forbisher, you will 
please to return him my thanks for the care he took of Robert 
Flat. 

You will be particularly careful to keep the men under your 
command intirely sober, and should you think you have more 
with you than you can maintain, or are necessary to the defence 
of the house, and to bring the goods down next year, you are to 
send such Persons to the Fort this Fall with the Home Indians 
that now go up with you. 

You will exert yourself in putting Cumberland House on the 
most respectable footing, both in regard to defence and 
usefulness. 

Next year on your leaving Cumberland House, you are to 
appoint the most proper Person to succeed you durg. your 
absence taking a receipt from him for what Goods Stores and 
Provisions you leave behind you, and you will also bring with 
you the resolves of those Persons whose times expire the 
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following Year, and be particularly careful to inform the Chief 
at York Fort of the behaviour and abilities of each of the 
Company’s Servants under your command. 

You are to keep a Journal of the principal events and 
Transactions, hapening and done in your going up to, during 
the time you stay at, and your coming down from Cumberland 
House, and should you have any conversation with the 
Pedlars worthy notice be sure to enter it in your Journal. You 
are also to keep an Accompt book in which you will enter the 
Trading goods and Stores you receive from York Fort, as also 
what Furs and Provisions you receive in exchange for such 
Goods, also what Presents you make to Indians, and what you 
give tothe men. Also you will keep an Allowance book, and 
be very careful and frugal in the expenditure of the Company’s 
effects. The depth of water, and number and length of 
Carriage places, you are to be particularly attentive to, and 
inform us accordingly. 

Canoes being greatly wanted to carry Goods inland and 
what few hitherto have been procured at York Fort, not proving 
satisfactory, you will use your best endeavours to buy as many 
as youcan. But as Charles Isham informs me that those built 
any distance from the House are liable to be, & actually were 
taken away by the Inland Traders: You will do well to 
procure birch-rind and have them built at the House, but take 
great care not to pay before hand. 

Whatever Indians are willing to bring their goods to trade 
at York Fort, You are to encourage them so to do by giving 
each Leader a little Powder, Shot and Tobacco for his young 
men according to the number of Canoes he hath with him, as 
also if it can be spared a little Provisions should he ask for it. 

As you are an Eye witness of the extravagant demands of the 
Indians both for Payment and Presents for bringg. Furs to, 
carrying Goods from, and coming to the Fort, you will if 
possible imploy none but stout Fellows, and no more of them 
than is absolutely necessary to assist in bringing down the Furs, 
making a bargain with them that for every bundle of 50 
Beaver they bring to the Fort they shall be paid 5 Beaver, 
besides a treat of Tobacco, Brandy, Bread, Prunes &c. as 
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usual at coming to the Fort. For want of Mr. Cocking’s 
pursuing this, or some such method, but only making an 
indiscriminate Promise to the Natives that they should be 
largely paid the Indians (as before observed) are not to be 
satisfyed with any moderate recompence, but in reality receive 
half as much for bringing these Goods down, as they would 
have done had they been their own property and traded them. 

Should any of the Men that go Inland with you (except 
Mitchell Omen) choose to stay at the House during your 
absence next Year, You may assure such Persons that provided 
their present wages exceed not six pounds per annum the 
forty shillings a year now promised them (and for which they 
have my note of hand) shall be continued to them provided 
they behave well and endeavour to make themselves good 
Canoe men. 

Should you think proper to send any of the men back to 
York Fort this fall, be sure to send with them all the Furs, 
Moose skins, &c. that are not wanted for the use of the House, 
but if you can maintain the men you have with you it will be 
best to keep them to assist in bringing furs next year, and go 
with presents to any Indians you may think proper, and as all 
the men that now go up with you have Hangers or Cutlasses 
(except Charles Isham) when they return they are to bring 
them back with them, and not leave them behind as hath been 
done this year, otherwise we shall have none at the Fort, for 
those that go up in future, for their defence or the protecting 
the Company’s property. Wishing you health and a safe 


arrival at Cumberland House, We remain your sincere friends 


[ September, 1776] 1 
Copy of Instructions given by Mr. Humphrey Marten to 
Mr. Matthew Cocking on his going to Cumberland House. 


SIR 
The Governor Deputy Governor and Committee of 
the Honourable Hudsons Bay Company having appointed you 
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their principal conductor of Affairs Inland. You are to 
proceed with all dispatch for the Settlement on Pine Lake, 
above Bas-qui-aw, and to take with you Magnus Slator, James 
Wass, and Joseph Hansom; the latter is recommended to 
assist you particularly, yet Sir, as William Walker is a very 
deserving young Man, you will please to forward Him all you 
can; The good Behaviour, Diligence and Industry of Wm. 
Tomison are well known to you: I presume these three Persons 
with Robert Longmoor might be usefully employed in the out 
door Pedling way, especially if you could spare a Few more of 
your People to assist them; I hope Sir you will be particularly 
attentive to Canoe Building, and assure those that build a 
Canoe large and strong a Gratuity of ten shillings for each 
Canoe: You will please Sir to inform the Companys Servants 
in General that the Company consent to give a gratuity of 
Forty shillings Pr. Annum to those Servants that went Inland 
in 1774 and 1775 and whose Wages exceeded not £6 Pr. 
Annum which will be continued to them this Year; Such 
persons whose times expire next year you will please to send 
them to the Fort next year, and them those times expires in 
1778 are to send down their resolves, their Names are William 
Walker, William Tomison, (who if he chuses it may return 
next year, or stay Inland, the Company having agreed to give 
him 25£ Pr. Annum) William Luitit, James Batt, Magnus 
Sclator, William Taylor, James Spence, Senior, William Grey, 
William Oman, John Driver, Charles Isham, and Robert 
Davey, and those whose times are out next year are James 
Wass, and Mitchell Oman whom the Company say must 
continue this year at His old Wages, yet if he behaves well I 
will write to the Company in his Favour. You are to acquaint 
James Batt; that his Brother having deserted the Companys 
service, the Whole of Isaac Batt’s Wages is become forfeited, 
also you will inform James Batt that no money can be paid to 
his Wife in London, without his sending a Bill in her Favour, 
on Account of his personal Balance: You will please to inform 
Robert Longmoor, that he was ordered home this year, that I 
have wrote in his Favour to the Company and do not doubt 
of being Justifyed by his continued Diligence, and good 
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Behaviour. You will also inform Andrew Garret that James 
Wass hath complained that he was used very badly by him, 
and that it is my positive Orders he Garret and all other 
Persons behave peaceably toward the said Wass; With 
William Tomison I sent a body of directions and Instructions 
for his conduct inland I doubt not your obeying them where 
the nature of Affairs will permit: it being impossible to forrsee 
many contingencies: should you find it Necessary to depart 
from them; you will please to give your reasons in writing for 
so doing. 

On your arrival at Cumberland House, you are to make a 
strict overhaul of the Trading Goods, Stores, and Provisions, 
also the account of Trade Expences, and Mens debts by which 
you will Judge if there be any deficiency and make your 
Report to the Chief of York Fort accordingly. 

The American Colonists being in a state of open Hostilitys 
with Great Britain, it is highly necessary you should be on 
your guard to prevent a surprize, consequently a strict watch 
should be kept, your Arms should be Fit for immediate use, 
and no suspicious Persons admitted within the House; 
which you will please to put on the most respectable Footing 
possible. 

All the Companys Servants that now are, or in future may 
be at Cumberland House, are hereby ordered and directed to 
obey you as their Chief commanding Officer, in all and every 
thing coinsident with the Laws of England, and should any 
refuse duty, or Behave contumaciously, you are to transmit an 
Account of their Behaviour to the Chief of York Fort, and 
send them down to the Fort the first Oppertunity; should any 
of the Indians that now go up with you, behave badly, you are 
to inform me of it. 

Wishing you and all under your command, Health and 
Happiness, I remain 

Sir 
Your Obedient Servant 
Humpurey Marten. 
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Dated CumBERLAND House 2d Sepr. 17761 
From Mr. Wiriram Tomison 
to Mr. Humpurey Marten 


Goop Sir 
I arrived safe at Cumberland House the 30th of 
August, and found William Walker who was left in care, and 
the Men with him all well; The next day I made my Overhaul 
of Trading goods, Furrs, Stores, and Provisions, and found 
Accounts very exact, and then took charge. 

The Indians I came with behaved excessive well, in doing 
their best endeavours in getting to our place appointed: which 
I did not delay, in giving them a little encouragement of a 
small drinking now and then; and being that we lay weather 
bound; I advised them to go a hunting, and kill Moose, and 
they had midling Success, which they traded with me for 
Liquor, for the Wind was very Boisterous most of our Passage 
up, or else the Journey might have been performed in Thirty 
days as well as fifty. 

The Goods came all safe to hand except the Assinnee Poet 
man that drop behind Us, and then went another track; which 
at my arrival, We found that he had made off with a Cask of 
Powder which contained 51} lb. 

Escon arrived the 26th of August and brought all safe to 
hand, and was accompanied by a Canoe of North River Indians. 
I have nothing more to say but conclude with my best Wishes 
towards you with Peace and plenty: And so remain 

Your most Obedient Servant 
WiLiram ToMIson 
P.S. Pray remember me to the Gentlemen of your Mess. 


Dated the 30th September 1776 ? 
From Mr. Matrruew Cockinc 
to Mr. Humpurey Marten 


Dear Sir 
I cannot hear of any Pedlers Houses at or near 
Tahtasquiow Lake. I have heard that there were four Canoes 
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of them at a place called Missi-Nippee to the Southward near 
Pathepow Nippee Lake in the Sea Lake track which we 
padled over in going up that way: There were some Pedlers at 
Jack River near that place in the year 73 when they carrried off 
most of the Nackow Indians Furrs, and also many of the North 
River Indians, Escon in particular paid only a small part of his 
debt at that time; indeed he confessed his having been there 
and traded: whether any of these Indians have been there last 
year, 1 cannot find, but the above Pedlers did certainly get the 
Nackow Indians Furrs last spring: Indeed some of the North 
River Indians winter at another place called Missi Nippee to 
the Northward some way about the Branches of Churchill 
River: these lay nearest of any this way to Forbisher’s 
Settlement: where some of them have been other years. I 
cannot see any French Goods amongst these or any Indians I 
have met with; The Indian called Kiskecow whom I see in 
coming up has declared that he had no debt last Fall, indeed all 
these Indians say that He has not been at York Fort two years 
past; they suppose that you may have mistaken him for Wappe 
Kishicow (Black Birds Husband) I told Kichicow that if you 
had made a Mistake, you will soon find, and encouraged him 
to come down next Spring, and he would be encouraged if he 
brought Furrs: He promis’d me He would and that he had 
always been sent for to Churchill made him go there two years 
past: Wesack is actually at or near Goose River a little way 
before us, also Wappe Kishicow (Black Birds husband) is there 
dying: Indians down at Churchill and not returned on the 
21st Instant are Petick-Ustiquan, Mathe-Caat, Sekachisk, and 
Nappesh, (Mamethelahashews father) these undoubtedly will 
get there; Wethachap whom I see in coming told me that he 
had been sent for to Churchill; and that if he should be again 
sent for with a present of Liquor. He thinks to go there next 
spring: but however he will be careful to send his debt down 
to you: I endeavoured to perswade him to keep York Fort, 
otherwise he would in the end find his Disadvantage. 
Prame i Sir 
Your ever Obliged & Obedient Servt. 


MatrHew Cockinc 
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PataguasguazaGan Lake the 30rh Sepr. 17761 


Goop Sir 
Meeting with the Home Indians this morning, I just 
stopped them to inform you that We are all well and hitherto 
had plenty of Provisions: The Indians in general have behaved 
very well: they have been very Active in proceeding, but as 
their Women are slow who go by themselves we were detained 
often in waiting for them in the Falls of North River 
particularly; We have had very cold weather lately, and the 
Indians seem to think that the Frost will stop Us before we 
can get up, but I hope their fears are unnecessary without the 
Winter sets in earlier than common: Hoping you will excuse 
haste, I conclude Wishing you and yours every felicity: and 

am 
Sir 
Your obliged & Obedient Servant 


Matruew Cockinc 


N.B. We were four days detain’d with the Equinoctial Gale 
in Tahlasquiaw Lake. 


Trading Goods laid up in the Cedar Lake 
in the Summer of 1775. 


64 lb. small round wite Beads Stores also laid up 

2 ditto blue ditto 1 Pit Saw & tiller and set—2 
a4 ditto red ditto Pit saw Files.—4 Splinter 
a4 ditto yellow ditto Locks.—4 lb. hard Soap—1 
2 ditto ereen ditto Bench Vice.—2 Ice Chizzles 
No. 3—I Gallon Kettles Wt.9 1 Claw Hammer.—2 50-104 
lb. & soo—204 Nails. —1-1 pint 
16 Powder & 1-3 Pint copper Pot and 2 
720 Flints Balls of Cottonwick 


MatrHew CockING 
Look’d for the Contents of the Inside: but nothing found but 
the Ground all about the place had been all Diged up. 


1 Tbid., fo. 8-8d. 


1777 
May 
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JOURNAL OF A JOURNEY INLAND 
By Mr. Witiram Tomrison } 


8th Thursday. Wind W.S.W. a moderate Breeze part Clear 
and part Cloudy At two oClock proceeded on our Journey 
Paddling up Saskachiwan River Distance about 7 miles much 
Ice driving which was a great hindrance to us At 7 oClock 
put up an [sic] a half past 7 a rise of Water which induced us 
to Carry the Goods and Canoes into the Woods in case the 
Banks should over flow Two Geese killed by the Indian & 
man. 
gth Friday. Wind N.W. with cold raw Weather in the 
forenoon and in the afternoon Clear proceeded paddling about 
16 miles At four oClock Stopt with the Ice, The River 
being Jammed from side to side, which made us return 6 miles 
down the River, made a Stage for the Goods 15 Geese killed 
by Englishmen, and an Indian. 

10th Saturday, Wind & weather much the same as 
Yesterday Could not proceed as the Ice is not come down, 20 
Geese killed to Day. 

11th Sunday. ind Northerly a strong Gale part Cloudy 
& part Clear at 9 oClock a large Body of Ice came down which 
drove pretty fast for two Hours. The water did not rise above 
3 foot which was far from what we expected it to be at 6 
oClock in the Evening two Canoes came down the River They 
informed me they had sleept two nights and that there is but 
little Ice up above 12 Geese to day. 

12th Monday. Wind & Weather much the same as 
Yesterday 10 Geese from the Hunters. 

13th Tuesday. Wind S.E. a middling stiff Breeze We 
proceeded on our Journey Paddling about 27 miles against a 
very strong Current and saw four Canoes of Pedlers proceeding 
on their Journey down to the great Carrying Place, 
Commanded by Mr. Homes The reason they proceeding on 
their Journey so soon is to layway the Indians that might 
intend to go down to the Forts. 
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14th Wednesday. Nind variable In the morning Clear but 1777 
towards Evening Cloudy We proceeded on our Journey as May 
before & Paddled up the River about 23 miles Passed several 
Islands & the Sturgeon River Crossed one carrying Place 
about 4 mile long Called the Muscato carrying Place In the 
morning saw eight Canoes of Pedlers on their Journey down as 
before They informed me of a difference that happened 
between some of their men and the Indians. 

15th Thursday. Wind N.W.a Strong Gale part Cloudy & 
part Clear At 10 oClock proceeded on our Journey as before 
paddled and Tracked about 15 miles a very strong Current 
Saw one Indian man and his family who had accompanied the 
Pedlers from the upper House so far on their Journey down. 

16th Friday. Wind Nly. a fresh Breeze with Cloudy 
Weather till 10 oClock afterwards Clear proceeded on our 
Journey paddling about 30 miles a strong Current passed by 
several Islands & one River pete’a’gen see’pee. 

17th Saturday. Wind & Weather much the same as 
Yesterday Proceeded on our Journey paddling and tracking 
about 18 miles At 3 oClock killed one Moose and put up to 
dry the meat much Ice driving in the River which were a 
great Hindrance to us in Tracking. 

18th Sunday. Wind Easterly a Small Breeze with Cloudy 
rainey Weather Could not proceed on our Journey. 

19th Monday. Wind N.E. a fresh Breeze part cloudy & 
part clear Proceeded on our Journey as before. Tracked 
about 33 miles of very bad Road the Ice being in great 
Quantities along shore and in many places above 30 feet 
perpendicular in height which made it very dangerous as it 
was a tumbling down every minute. At 3 oClock passed by 
3 Canoes of Pedlers two of which I believe are going to the 
Beaver Lake. 

20th Tuesday. Wind S.E. part Cloudy and part Clear 
Proceeded on our Journey Tracking about 20 miles at 12 
Miles distance passed the former French House very bad 
Tracking. 

21st Wednesday. Wind S.E. part Cloudy with a Small 
shower of Rain and in the Evening Clear blowed pretty fresh 

Z 
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1777 We proceeded on our Journey about 25 miles and passed one 
May old French House. 

22d Thursday. Windvariable squally Weather We proceeded 
on our Journey about 20 miles At noon We arrived at the 
Branch bearing to the Westward which was about twelve 
miles & 8 Miles up the Branch Tracking all the way. 

23 friday. Wind S.E. Cloudy Weather We proceeded on 
our Journey about 30 miles Tracking about 20 miles and 
paddling about 10 Miles and then put up. 

24th Saturday. ‘Nind South Clear hot Sultry Weather We 
proceeded on our Journey Paddling up the Branch about ro 
Miles and then put up a little above the upper French House 
on the opposite side We intended to have proceeded further on 
but finding the ill convenience that we should have in 
proceeding up further was that the Frenchmens House was 
Just Joining to two Tracks: The Beaver Indians and the 
Snake Indians Track, And the information we had from most 
part of the Indians that the Snake Indians most of them going 
to War. 5 Tents uppon the frenchmens Plantation most of 
them used formerly to come down to York Fort. 

25th Sunday. Wind S.W.a fresh Breeze with clear Weather 
The Men employed pitching a Tent and Loging it up about 
4 feet high to stop theft. 

26th Monday. Nind variable with heavy Rain at times 
Men finished the Tent. 

27th Tuesday. ‘Nind N.E. with a continual heavy Rain 
This day I intended to send William Walker with some others 
up the River to go in search of Robert Longmore & the other 
men that accompanied Him But was prevented by the badness 
of the Weather. 

28th Wednesday. Wind Nly. a fresh gale with cloudy 
Weather till Noon afterwards Clear Sent William Walker 
Michel Omen & an Indian up the Main Branch to look for 
Robert Longmore and the other men. 

29th Thursday. ‘Wind N.W. and squally with Rain at times 
at noon William Walker returned with the other Englishmen 
accompanied by Ten Canoes of Southward Indians They were 
but poorly Gooded They no sooner arrived hear but the 
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Pedlers sent three Spies over with presents of Tobacco to 1777 
intice them over to Trade with them Several of them went over May 
but I keept what furrs they had in my Possession. 

30th friday. WNind variable a fresh Breeze part Cloudy and 
part Clear Traded with the Indians that do not chuse to go 
down to Trade at Cumberland House. 

31st Saturday. ‘Nind South a moderate Breeze with Rain 
at times Traded a few Skins for Brandy tho’ much against my 
inclination They being always Threatning to go over to the 
Pedlers If I did not serve them. 

Ist Sunday. Wind S.E. a fresh gale with clear Weather June 
Traded a little Provisions from the Indians. 

2d Monday. Wind & Weather much the same as Yesterday 
Several of the Indians Pitched away & left their Canoes. 

3d Tuesday. Wind S.W. and clear Weather Sent William 
Walker and 5 men down to the House with 7 Bundles of Furrs 
At 8 oClock in the Evening Three of the Assinnee Poet Indians 
came for Tobacco and paint having brought to about a mile off. 

4th Wednesday. Wind W.S.W. a fresh Breeze with clear 
Weather 27 Canoes of the Assinnee Poets landed hear but 
finding We had no Guns nor Kettles and but few Hatchets 
they all went to the Pedlers but 10 Canoes. 

sth Thursday. Wind & Weather much the same as 
Yesterday Traded with the Indians packt the furrs & made all 
ready for going Down. 

6th Friday. Wind S.E. a fresh gale part Cloudy and part 
_ Clear Embarked for the House passed by 6 Canoes of Pedlers 
on their Journey down to the great Carrying Place. 

7th Saturday. Calm clear Weather proceeding. 

8th Sunday. \Nind N.W. a Strong gale weather most part 
cloudy a little Hail proceeding reached Pitaeagon River where 
we put up. 

9th Monday. Wind the same but less Clear Weather We 
arrived at the Sturgeon River. 

10th Tuesday. Wind variable clear Weather We proceeded 
& arrived all well at Cumberland House. 

Attested by 


Matruew CockINc. 
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; [Fuly 14, 1777] 
Copy of Instructions given by Mr. Humphrey Marten to 
Mr. Joseph Hansom on his going to Cumberland House. 


SIR 

The Governor Deputy Governor and Committee of the 
Honourable Hudsons Bay Company having appointed you 
Assistant to Mr. Cocking Inland, you are the first opportunity 
to proceed for for Cumberland House on Pine Lake above 
Bas,qui,aw, and to take under your Command Wm. Flatt, 
James Banks and Nicholas Wishard, you will also have to 
assist you two home Indians two North River Leaders with 
their young Men. 

With you and your party will be sent as large a stock of 
trading goods as they can conveniently carry of those goods 
you are to be exceedingly careful that none of it be left on the 
road, or embezzled by the Natives, to whom you are to 
behave with all proper Civility and if they behave well to give 
them as occasion may require a little Brandy and Tobacco. 

You are to be exceedingly careful not to let the Natives stop 
on the Road or linger behind under pretence of waiting For 
their friends, as you may be assured such pretences are 
generally made to have an opportunity of embezzeling the 
Goods. When Wm. Tomison last year went up with a large 
party (25 Cannoes) he by a Manly firmness mixed with a little 
condescension got the Chief part of the goods safe to the 
House. 

On your arrival at the Settlement should Mr. Cocking not 
be there you are to take charge of the House, taking an Exact 
account of what trading goods, Stores &c. are remaining, giving 
Wm. Walker or the Master, for the time being a receipt for the 
same, should any deficiency’s appear you are to acquaint the 
Chief of York Fort therewith. 

As soon as you commence Master you are to use your utmost 
diligence in procuring all the Country provisions possible, and 
be very Careful the Upland Europeans have as little intercourse 
with your people as possible. 


1 B.239/b/37, fos. 22-23. 
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You are to keep a Strict Watch and the Men to Moderate 
Duty. 

Should the two home Indians that now go up with you be 
desirous of returning in the Fall, you will please to Assist them 
in what may be requisite and send by them what Furrs or Skins 
they can conveniently carry. 

Having paid these Indians 6 Beaver P. Bundle besides 
Brandy at this place, you are to pay to each Indian 3 Beaver for 
each bundle he shall deliver safe to you at Cumberland House. 

Should you be in want of food going up it will be proper to 
give the Indians a little Brandy to hunt for you, but you are to 
be as frugal as possible in that and every other Article Wishing 
you health and a prosperous journey I remain 

Sir 
Your friend and Servant 
Humpurey Marten 


Dated Yor Forr 14th Fuly 17772 
From Mr. Humpurey Marren 
to Mr. JosepH Hansom. 


Mr. Hansom 

I desire you keep all the Indians ready to carry there 
cannoes across the Island to morrow at high Water When Mr. 
Lockey will be down with the longboat to carry the goods into 
the North River, here are two Assinee poets and Weash e 
thinnue, more are expected to morrow pray keep all the people 
ready to go off in a Minutes Warning. 

Yours 
Humpurey Marten 


Dated Tarasguiaw Lake 6 Augst. 1777? 
From Mr. JosrpH Hansom 
to Mr. Humpurey Marren 
Honp: Sir 


Meeting with the Bearer this morning I take the 
1 Thid., fo. 23-23d. 2 B.239/b/38, fo. 1-1d. 
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opportunity of informing you of our proceedings, Since I left 
York Fort nothing but Misfortunes and Vexations hath 
Combined together to disappoint the Expedition, however, I 
have forwarded it all I could, tho’ but slowly, since I left 
Mr. Cocking on the 31st Ulto. have only got to this Lake, 
which is about 2 days paddle. No, nose, Wappashish and Son 
left us on the 23 Ulto., in the night privately, for what reason 
I cannot tell, as I gave them no cause for complaint, their 
deserting Us hath stopped the journey greatly and put us 
much into confusion, for want of hands to manage the Canoes 
Flat & Banks works the large one, Spotty’s Son left us on the 
4th Inst: at a family of North River Indians we met, in his 
room I have employed a young fellow belonging to Wesacks 
gang whom we found in the N. River almost starved to death 
I have promised him 20 Beaver for payment. The rest of the 
Indians are always threatning to leave us and their demands 
for liquor is great, have expended half a Keg since I left Mr. 
Cocking which makes one & a half in the whole. I am afraid 
the Expence of Liquor will be not less than last Year. as lam 
informed the N. River Indians are waylaying us up above; 
We are now in the midst of plenty of provisions killing deer 
only for the Tongues, marrow bones &c. I conclude Sir 
Wishing your health to be restored, and a glad sight of the 
Company’s Ship, and am. 
Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
JosepH Hansom 
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STANDARD OF [TRADE 


Bea. B. 

Beads large long white lb. | 1 as 5 Gartering ydse| Ta aout 
small do. 1 4 || Worsted lace rae 

large, middling & binding Te 

small rod. white I 2 || Orrice zy 1 

large, middling & Awl blades INGaNiy Seat 


1 B.239/d/66, York Fort Account Book, 1775-76, fos. 6d.—7. 
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STANDARD OF TRADE 


Bea. B. 
Beads small rod. blue if 52 Brass collers i 2 
small long red 1 ee Buttons coat deze! 4. 4 
large round red ive waistcoat 6) 
small rod. red, yellow Bayonets Nos jem at 
green & dovecolour’d| 1 2 Boxes barrel port 
large & middling Combs ivory ge 
rod. black & white MS) Fire steels 4 I 
round white flowd. Files flat a oe 
red & Green 1 6 || Flints Eng. Ton nt 
barley-corn white Guns I 14 
flowd. red & Green In 6 Pistols Ta ee, 
barley-corn white Gun worms Ae al 
black, red, green & Glasses burning Ie er 
yellow I 6 Handkerchiefs hee: ey 
Kettles I 1% || Hats laced ‘ire 
Powder fine oe Hatchets a 
Shot 4k Bells hawk Pay Toe cat 
Tobacco brazil a Ice chizzils toe 
leaf & roll a Knives yew handle cae | 
Thread res large & small long | 4 1 
Vermilion iy ds) large & smallroach| 4 1 
Feathers colour’d INGeel 22) 4:3 jack 4-1 
Fish hooks fo. I large & small slope 
Brandy Eng. alli) hae points aime! 
Waters white & red pe presthorn butchers} 3. 1 
Bays yds.| rt 14 maple handle oe AF 
Serge embossed I 4% || Razors at 
Blankets NOY | iF Looking Glasses wees 
Cloth broad common ran Net lines 1 CEN 
do. fine aes Scissors DEN a2 aa 
Duffels Spoons Alchymy Nos |/2. 4 
Flannel 1 1% || Shirts ie Oe) 
Medals NOt 2s oar Stocking Din ste nee 
Needles | as Shoes tes 
Trunks idee © Pumps I 2 
Twine C1 Re des Sashes Nox) 1 “a 
Powder horns Nove at $a Thimbles 6.71 
Rundlets int ‘Tobacco boxes Or 
Rings stone & seal aeeit Bridles pr. horses I 10 
plain OF 1 
Scrapers double 2 1 
Sword blades tout 
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Beaver being the chief Commodity we trade for, We therefore make it the 
Standard whereby we value all other Furs & commodities dealt for in Trade. 


THe ComMPARATIVE 


Bea. Bea. 
Parchment Moose skin | Ias2 Old Otters skin | Iast 
Drest do. tr 1% || Cub do. eee 
Old bears epee Buck deer tage 
Cub do. a a doe do. a at 
Quiquahatches r 2 Badgers anu 
Wolves sae Martins prime Zoe at 
Old cased cats ee ordinary at 
Split do. a ski Jackashes pe 
Cub do. Toews Musquashes eed 
Black Foxes tea Castorum IDS ie 229 ot 
Grizzled do. om Rie: Goose feathers Now To ar 
ted ie 2 quills 2000 I 
brown Zarey Swan’s skins 67 4 
white a Rabbet Skins ar 
Wenusks ha 
Wejacks a 
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Trapc. Goons sent To BasguEa 


Awl blades No. 
Bayonets 
Boxes tobacco oval iron 
Blankets 
Brandy English Galls. 
Bells hawk prs. 
Beads small round white 

do. blue 

do. red 

do. yellow 

do. green 
Cloth broad red corded yds. 

blue 
blue corded 
Combs ivory large No. 
Chizzils ice narrow 
Duffs blue yds. 
pr red 

Flannel 
Files flat No. 
Flints English 
Guns 4 foot 


144 
138 
18 


Glasses looking gilt paper No. 


Hatchets middling 
Horns Powder 2 lb. 
Kettle of 2 Gallons 
Knives yew handle 
large long 
large roach 
Needles sorted 


Powder fine lb. 
Pumps pr. 
Shirts white strapt No. 
Shoes turn up soals pr. 
Stockings worsted knit 
Shot duck lb. 
bristol 
low India 
Tobacco brazil 
Twine fine sks. 
coarse 
Trunks No. 
Vermilion lb. 


ESTibic_ fo.) 
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Trapinc Goops sENT To CumMBERLAND House. 


Awl blades No. 
Buttons coat doz. 
waistcoat 

Bayonets No. 
Boxes tobacco oval iron 
Blankets 

Brandy eng. Gall. 
Bells hawk pr. 


Beads small round white lbs. 
small round blue 
small round red 
small round yellow 
do. green 
barley corn white 
black 
red 
Green 
yellow 
Cloth broad white yds. 
red corded 
red 
blue 
blue corded 
Combs ivory large No. 
Chizzels ice broad 
narrow 
Duffels blue yds. 
red 
Flannel 
Files flat No. 
Flints eng. 
Guns 4 foot 


33 


288 


Glasses looking Gilt 
Paper 
Gartering 
Hatchets middling 
small 
Horns Powder 3 lb. 
Hooks fish 
Kettles 13 Gall. 
2 “do: 
se a0, 
Knives Yew handle 
large roach 
large long 
Lace worsted 
Lines net 
Needles 
Powder Fine 
Pumps 
Rings stone 
Rundlets 2 Gall. 
Scissars 
Shirts white strapt 
check strapt 
Stockings wor. knit 
Steels Fire 
Shot duck 
bristol 
low India 
Tobacco brazil 
Thread 
Twine fine 
coarse 
Vermilion 


Worms Gun 


No. 
yds. 
No. 


yds. 
No. 


lbs. 


1 B.239/d/67, York Fort Account Book, 1776-77, fo. 15d. 
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Goops sENT To CuMBERLAND House. 


Blades awl No. | 144 Kettles 2 Gallon No. 
Buttons waistcoat doz. 12 24 do. 
Bayonets No. | 126 Knives yew handle 
Boxes Tobacco oval iron 6 small long 
oval Japan’d 12 large roach 
Blankets 51 small roach 
Brandy eng. Gall. | 272% || Net lines 
Bells hawk Th|. 142 Needles 
Beads small round white lb. 6 Powder fine lb. 
do. blue 6 || Pumps pr. 
do. yellow 6 Rundlets 2 Gallon No. 
do. green 3 Shirts cotton striped 
Cloth broad red corded yds. | 1383 white Strapt 
blue 443 check Plain 
blue corded 138% || Shoes turn up soles pr. 
Combs ivory No. 48 Steels fire No. 
Chizzils ice broad 40 Shot duck lbs. 
narrow 178 bristol 
Duffels red yds. 61 low India 
Files flat No. | 280 || Tobacco brazil 
Flints eng. 1500 || Thread 
Guns 4 foot x2 Twine fine sks. 
Hatchets middling 160 || Worms Gun No. 
small 44 
Hooks Fish 160 
Kettles 1 Gallon pa 
1B.239/d/68, York Fort Account Book, 1777-78, fo. 13. 
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INDEX 


ADIE, JAMES, 259 

Albany (N.Y.), lxxxiii 

Albany Factory, xv, xix, xxv, lvii, lvin, 
Ixiv, xvii, Ixxx, 137, 37, 2592, 2687, 
269 

Albany River, xxva, liv, xiv 

Alison, Rev. James, Ixxivn, 

Amherst, General, xvi, lxxin 

Amisk (Beaver) Lake, 187 

Ammunition, lz 

Andreani, Count, lz 

Anne, Queen, xiv 

Arms, License to export, lxxxi 

Arnold, Benedict, lxxxi 

Arrows, 208 

Assiniboine River, xlviii 

Astrée, Ixxxv, Ixxxvi, xc 

Athabaska (Atho,pus,kow) Country, 
Xxx1V, lv, lvin, Ixxxvili, 12, 167, 43> 
193M, 235, 290, 327 

Athabaska Department (N.W.C.), xl, 
25 

Athapapuskow Lake, 2661 

Atkinson, Matt, 259 

Auld, William, lvz 

Awl Blades, 358, 361, 362, 363 

Awls, 226 


BADGERS, 360 

Baize (Bays), 359 

Baker, Richard, 266” 

Baker, William, 2667 

Ball, lxvi 

Balld, John, Ixxvin 

Banks, James, at H.B.C. ‘Upper Settle- 
ment’, 263, 320, 3213 biographical 
note on, 32%; duties performed by, 
35» 44, 210, 218, 300, 302, 326, 329, 
335 3 goes inland, lxv, 356, 358 ; goes 
to York Fort, 53, 245”; sick, 32, 33, 
34, 43, 48, 49, 515 to remain at 
Cumberland House 226, 241, 267; 
wages of, 262 
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Bannerman, James, Ixi, lxxxi 

Barrens, The, xxix, xxxiii, lv, 218”, 279 

Barrows, Hand, 182, 221, 286 

Barry, Rev. George, Ixxvin 

Basquiau (Pasquiau; The Pas), xxiv, 
XXXV, XXXV1, lili”, Ixvii, 30, 40, 56, 57, 
184, 186, 193, 197, 203, 20s, 207, 208, 
209, 211, 2343 (meaning Cumberland 
House), xciiiz, 37, 127, O52; 171, 301 

Basquio Mountain (Hill), 41, 232, 237 

Bathurst, Henry, Third Earl, xxxixn 

Batt, Isaac, at Fort des Prairies, 116 5. ali 
H.B.C. ‘Upper Settlement’, 2635309 3 
brother of James Batt, 19m, 34 
description of, 177 5 deserts, XXVIl, XXX, 
xlvin, 17; duties performed by, liii, 
154, 161, 188, 262, 333; family of, 
190; hunting, 325, 329, 331; letters 
and messages to, 17”, 116, 121, 339- 
40; mentioned, 163, 236, 334; 
returns to H.B.C. service, 149, 151, 
268, 286; travels inland, xxi, xxiii, 
Ixv, 190, 235, 312, 315, 316; wages of, 
268, 286, 347 ; with the Pedlars, 93 

Batt, James, at H.B.C. ‘Upper Settle- 
ment’, 263; brother of Isaac Batt, 
347 5 contract expires, 347 ; descrip- 
tion of, 197, 144; duties performed 
by, 44, 254, 316; goes to York Fort, 
154, 155, 30523 hunting, 324, 329; 
living with Indians, QI, 102, 106; 
mentioned, 169 ; sick, 19, 31, 32, 43, 
142, 143 3 supplies for, 87 ; to remain 
at Cumberland House, Be, AST & 
wages of, 267, 286; wife of, 347 

Battery House, 71 

Battleford, 14” 

Bayonets, lxvi, 158, 259, 362, 362, 363 

Beads, xin, 132, 226, 351, 358, 359, 361, 
362, 363 

Bears, xxvin, 71, 232, 300, 328, 360 

Beaver, as standard of trade, 360 ; coat, 
50, 157, 168, 244, 297, 299 3 Coats (to 
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wear), 65, 205m, 227, 30523 country 
suited to, xxv; from Columbia 
District, xlu ; half, 119 ; in York Fort 
area, XXV 3 Meat, XXXV, 25, 33, 40, 99, 
LO7s) 1OQy L245 125; 132) 139, 141,284, 
220, 264, 3123 parchment, 50, 157, 
168, 244, 299 ; traded by Athapuskow 
Indians from Blackfeet, 67; traded, 
153, 154) 314) 315) 317, 318, 319, 324 5 
whole, 119 

Beaver (Amisk) Lake, R. Longmoor on, 
65); mentioned, 56,227.) 235. 354); 
Pedlars on, 16, 187, 24, 27, 35, 36, 43) 
ASHSI51945 O71 LOOM LIZ LL 7p 1S LO; 
136, 149, 165, 1927, 198, 214, 217, 220, 
223, 229, 232, 235, 237) 243, 257, 260, 
261 

Beaver, Made, see Goods for trade ; 
Made Beaver 

Beaver River (Alberta), 118, 167, 244 

Beaver River (en route to H.B.C. ‘Upper 
Settlement’), 311, 320, 321 

Bell, Dr. Robert, lxivz 

Bells, Hawk’s, 226, 359, 361, 362, 363 

Belts, 137, 139, 141 

Berens, Herman, 266” 

Berens, Joseph, xxxix, 266” 

Bideford, \xxxvii 

Birch, lxiv, lxvii 

Birchrind, 40, 162, 227, 230, 240, 242, 
2439 295s 296, 329) 330, 345 

Bird, James, lxii 

Birds, specimens sent to England, 22” 

Bison, see Buffalo 

Black Bird (Indian), 350 

Blackflesh (Indian), lvn 

Blanket Coat, 203 

Blankets, lxvi, 127, 82, 238, 359, 361, 
362, 363 

Blondeau (Blondish), Bartelemi, xxx, 16, 
192; 2E0; 201,207,401, 3ObsF1k, 4221, 
323» 333 334 

Bloodletting, 1457 

Boats, xx7—xxin 

Body, Robert, 55, 85”, 2637 

Boscawen, Admiral, xv 

Bouquet, Henry, xvi 

Bove, —, XXil, XXill 

Bows, 208 

Braddock, General, xv 


INDEX 


Brandon House, Ixxii 

Brandy, xxvin, xxix, lxvi, lxvii, 12”, 14, 
53, 832, 86, 169, 187, 188, 226, 238, 
240, 254, 275, 288, 326, 339, 3555 3595 
361, 362, 363 

Bread, 111, 1427, 345 

Bridles, 359 

Bruce, William, xxxv, 30, 1757, 193, 211, 
2,135)210 

Buffalo (Bison), xxxii, xxxiii, xxxiv, 36, 
115, 157, 182, 312, 329 

Burbot, 42-3, 139, 1407 

Burgoyne, General, Ixxiv, Ixxxiii 

Burke, Edmund, Ixx 

Burney, Henry, 267, 272, 276 

Burpee, L. J., xxviii 

Bushy Run, xvi 

Butler, George, 20”, 21m, 27”, 34”, 42n, 
140” 

Buttons, 87, 359, 362, 363 


CALUMET (SMOKING), 88, go 

Canada, xvi, xvii, XXv, XXVi, XXXix, 
Ixxxill, 297 

Canadians, see French ; 
adians ; Montrealers ; 
Company ; Pedlars 

Candles, 320 

Canoes, birchrind, xv, xix, xx, xxii, lxiv, 
243; bonus for building, 87, 226, 
3473 building, lxiv, lxvii, lxviii, lxix, 
Ixxiil, 37, Aly 12%; 136, 142, 14750050, 
158, 190, 219, 234, 268, 290, 303, 329, 
331, 3453 dimensions of, 1703 fir, 
68; for Indians, 54; French (Can- 


French Can- 
North West 


H.B.C., lxii; H.B.C. servants not 
skilled with, 120; Indian, xix, lxiii, 
Ixvi, Ixix, 49, 68, 3033 large, xxii, 
XXlll, 3%, 46, 49, I17, 150, 156, 3103 
obtained from Pedlars, 3343; traded 
from Indians, 46, 49, 117, 149, 150, 
238, 3103 see also Longmoor, Robert 

Canot du maitre, see Canoes, French 

Canot du nord, see Canoes, Freach 

Canvas, 221 

Caribou, 4n, 3157 

Carleton, General, Ixxxi, lxxxii, lxxxiii 

Carlton House, lxiz 


Carp, 34> 42, 49, 1407, 184 


INDEX 


Carrot River, 211, 213 

Casing (definition), 300 

Castoreum, 300, 360 

Castors, Lake aux, 18” 

Cat Fish, 219 

Catlin, George, liva 

Cats, xvi, 67, 168, 228, 229, 300, 304, 
360 

Cattabobbinwow (Indian), 129, 234, 237, 
240, 274, 275, 300, 303 

Cedar, lxiv 

Cedar Lake, xxi, 13, 47, 53, TOG 1137, 
151, 161, 265, 351 

Chairs, 123, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209 

Champlain Society, The, xiii, xlix 

Charles II, King, xiv 

Charlotte, xxiiin, lx 

Charlton Island, lixn 

Chatique (Indian), xlvi 

Chisels, 127, 137, 46, 288, 290, 323, 327, 
35% 359s 361, 362, 363 

Churchill, XXl, xxivi, XXVIll, XXIX, XXXill, 
XXXVI, XxXxviil, liiiz, lv, lviii, lix, lx, xci, 
162, 282, 184n, 254, 350; see also 
Prince of Wales’s Fort 

Churchill (Missinnippee) River, xxiii, 
Xxx, lvii, Ixvi, xvii, Ixxxvin, Ixxxvii, 
Ixxxvill, 18%, 437, 152m, 3503 see also 
Missinnippee River 

Churchill, sloop, 1837 

Clarke, John, xlvin 

Clerks, see Officers 

Cloth, lxvi, 122, 87, 185, 186, 238, 322, 
359> 361, 362, 363 

Clothing, 204 

Clowes, Richard, 267” 

Coasting Trade, xxii 

Coats, 294; see also Beaver, coats (to 
wear) 

Cocking, Matthew, at York Fort, 727, 
86; compared with W. Tomison, 
xxx 3 health of, 32, 957, Je A. 
Peraeciene of Indians, xxix—xxx ; 
his relations with W. Walker, xxxv ; 
in charge at Cumberland House, 
XXvill, Ixvii, 3”, 12-68, 95”, 95-170, 
225, 341, 346-7, 3563 in charge of 
Severn House, 171, 2543 Indians 
known to, xxvili-ix; information 

2A 
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supplied by, Ixxviii, lxxix, 88 ; pnts 
instructions to, 346 ; journals by, xxii, 
XXvill, xix, 1-72, 137”, 147”, 17M, 30M, 
72M, 73> 74) '75, 862, 96-170, 115, 1707 5 
leaves for York Fort, 69, 75, 76, 170, 
1753; letters from, In, lin, 62, 55, 57; 
95%, 96—7, 129, 132, 152, 155, 162, 189, 
269, 341-2, 342-3, 349-50, 351 5 
letters to, 957, 170M, 215, 339 3409 5 
mentioned, xxxil, lxxx, lxxxi, xciii, 
17m, 28, 42m, 89, 91, 355, 3583 
unwilling to go inland, 837 ; wages of, 
95% 

Cocumasoke or Go, cum, a, soo-kee 
(Indian), 87, 130 

Cod, 139, 1407 

Cogead Lake, xxixn 

Cole, John, xxi, xxil, xxiil, xxiv, xxvii, lx, 
Ixxii, xcii, 75, 76, 299, 331”, 332 

Colen, Joseph, xlvin 

Collars, Brass, 359 

Columbia Department, xl, xlii 

Combs, 12”, 359, 361, 362, 363 

Communication, difficulties of, lvi-lxii 

Competitors, see Hudson’s Bay Company, 
competition against 

Concord Bridge, Ixx 

Contway-to (Rum) Lake, xxixn 

Coppermine River, xxviii, xxxiii, xxxv, 
Ixxxvill 

Corry, Thomas, xxi, xxiii 

Cotebethatom (Indian), 96 

Country Distemper, 295 

Cranberry Lake, 11, 197, 69 

Cranberry Portage, 19, 69, 75, 2662 

Creighton, D. G., lxxxiii 

Crows, 277 

Cumberland House, accounts, 13, 345 3 
M. Cocking in charge at, xxviii, 344, 
346-7, 348, 3563 description of, xili, 
16m, 832; distance from York Fort to, 
123 established, xiii, xiv, xxiv, xxv, 
XXXvl, lviii, xx, Ixxxiv, 2 ; J. Hansom 
in charge at, 184-225, 247-61 ; 
Indians at, xxix, 1817; journals of, 
Xi, xxx, xxxu, lin, Ixyii, 1=72, 
73-171, 173-245, 247-305, 345 3 letters 
from, 54, 57, 90, 96, 126, 131, 151, 154, 
160, 184, 213; 237, 240, 241, 255, 285; 
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290, 291, 327, 3493 letters’ to, 283, 
211, 261, 269 3 mentioned, xxix, xxxv, 
Ia, lin, Iu, ix; Ixy, devi, bea, ixxaxz; 
lxxxixm, 7, 184”, 2877, 3245. outfit 
(1777-78) for, 185”, 361, 362, 363 5 
outpost of, xcili, 3097; packet for 
3203 “packet fraim,. “322, | 9326; 
Pedlars at, 15, 16”, 27 3 roof of, 48, 
212, 3393 routes to, 837 3 rumoured 
destruction of, lii, lili; trade returns 
from, XXX, XCili7, 72m, 170n, 1887, 
245 ; trading goods sent to, 361, 362, 
363 ; W. Tomison in charge at, xxx, 
XXXl, KEXM,. 42%, S97, 222, 22450266, 
343> 344 3 W. Walker in charge at, 
348; see also Basquiau; Hearne, 
Samuel 
Cutlasses, 346 


DAVEY, ROBERT, arrives at Cumberland 
House, 2667; contract expires, 267, 
347 ; duties performed by, 104, 115, 
T22, 123,024; Long C20 e eet Sk. 
136, 137, 199, 284, 302 3 goes to York 
Fort, 240, 241, 30523 gratuity for, 
138 ; living with Indians, g1, 102, 103, 
284, 285 ; mentioned, 164; remains 
at Cumberland House, 160, 161 ; 
reprimanded, 169 ; sick, 130, 143, 212, 
213, 294, 216% travels inland, Ixy; 
152, 165-8, 231, 273, 343 3 travels with 
P. Turnor, 285, 326 ; wages of, 226 

Deer, 3, 4, 6; 28%, 81, 131, 315, 458 
360 

Desk, Writing, 210, 211 

Dobbs, Arthur, xviii 

Dogs, liv, lxvii, 82, 115, 123, 125, 130, 
217, 220, 223, 282, 285, 330 

Driver (Draver), John, contract and 
wages of, 226, 347 3 criticism of, 145 ; 
description of, 977 ; duties performed 
by, 139, 147 ; goes inland, 343 ; living 
with Indians, 97, 109 ; mentioned, 162, 
163, 1643 remains at Cumberland 
Housé, 160, a61; “sick, 137, 3148, 
143, 144, 145, 146, 176, 179, 184, 
185 

Dry Wood Lake, 71 

Duck(s), hunting, 58, 92, 180, 193, 194, 
195, 229, 230, 231, 232, 257, 258, 260, 
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261t, 301; plentiful, 71; seen, 41, 
197; traded, 84, 85, 297 
Duffel, 359, 361, 362, 363 


EAGLE HILLs, xlvii, xlviii, xlix, li, liv, 14, 
115, 215%, 2872, 299 

Easty, John, 857, 86 

Elbow River, 11, 69 

Elk, 28, 3157 

Engageante, \xxxvi 

English River, 167 

Eskimos, xxii, xxviii, lx 

Eskun (Escon) (Indian), 837, 91, 126, 
127) 237) 254, 255 349) 350 

Export Tariffs, xxxix 


FALCONER, WILLIAM, 837, 2677 

Fat, stocks of, 110, 185, 264 ; supplied to 
Pedlars, 192, 213, 243; traded, 133, 
157, 182, 183, I9I, 252, 257, 293, 300 

Feathers, 359, 360 

Fidler, Peter, 3127 

Files, 137, 351, 359, 361, 362, 363 

Fire-steels, 359, 362, 363 

Fish, allowance of, 110-11, 129 3 Cum- 
berland House well situated for, 67 ; 
in forest areas, xxxii ; plentiful supply 
of, 1285 quantities received, 139 ; 
scarcity of, 39, 181, 2123 sent to 
London, 21”; specimens sent to 
London, 222 

Fisher, 1382 

Fisher, —, xlix, 334 

Fish-hooks, 127, 359, 362, 363 

Fishing Nets, 22, 27”, 2043; see also 
Twine 

Fishing Weirs, 277 

FitzGerald, James, 266” 

Flagstaff, at Cumberland House, 147, 
148 ; Inland (‘Upper Settlement’), 316 

Flamborough Head, 71 

Flannel, 127, 359, 361, 362 

Flat, Robert, lxv, 344 

Flatt (Flett), William, duties performed 
by; 35, 56, 69, 86, 190, 240, 241 3 goes 
inland, Ixv, 356, 358 ; mentioned, 51, 
653 sick, 33, 343 to remain at Cum- 
berland House, 226 ; wages of, 262 

Flesh (Indian), 286 

Flints, 12%, 137%, 351) 359, 361, 362,’ 363 
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Flux, 19, 21, 143 

Food, xxxii, 28, 43, 128, 185, 255, 3097 5 
see also Provisions 

Fort a la Corne, 197, 47 

Fort Alexandria, xlvz 

Fort Charlotte, 307 

Fort Chipewyan, lxxxix 

Fort des Prairies, 197, 47”, 115 

Fort Vermilion, Ixii 

Fort William, xli, lxi, lxii 

Fowl, Wild, 41, 44 

Fowler, Jonathan (junior), xc, 266 

Foxes, xxvin, 119, 299, 314, 320, 3287, 
3302, 360 

Francis, 215 

Francois (Franceway), lxv, lxvi, 30-1 

Franklin, John, xxix, Ixxv, Ixxvi, lxxvii 

French, xiv, xv, xvii 

French Canadians, Ixxviii-ix, lxxxiii 

Frobisher (unidentified), xxxii, xxxvi, 
xlvii, l-lin, lxxixn, 62, 63, 64, 87, 117, 
118, 149, 165, 166, 169, 257, 268 

Frobisher, Joseph, lxvi, Ixvii, I5n, 16n, 
18%, 27, 29, §9, 60 

Frobisher, Thomas, lxvi, Lxvii, 15m, 17M, 
187, 60n, 61, 66, 94 

Fur Press (The Press), 126, 138, F417; 
197, 199, 200, 201, 227, 292, 295, 296 

Furs, packing of, 227 


GAME AND FISHERIES SERVICE, 207, 
347, 421 

Garden & Auldjo, Ixxx 

Gardening, 99, 139, 144, 145, 147; 148, 
150, 162, 190, 194, 223, 224, 228, Dp. 
245, 249, 252, 253, 257, 298, 299, 300 

Garrett, Andrew (carpenter at Cumber- 
land House, 1775-76), In, lin, Ixv, 
Ixxixm, 52, 88, 91, 162, 163-4, 169, 348 

Garry, Nicholas, xli 

Gartering, 358, 362 

Gebosh (Gibosh), 3127, 3317, 332, 334 

Geddes, George, xxv 

Geese, grey, 191 ; killed, 43, 45, 47, 89, 
92, 147, I9I, 192, 193, 194, 195, 229, 
231, 233, 261, 264, 271, 298, 299, 300, 
301, 302, 303, 335, 3523; laughing, 
I9I 5 scarce, 44, 48, 93, 96, 266 3 seen, 
41, 42, 197, 228, 296, 330; traded, 15, 
18, 84, 85, 86, 88, 89, 95, 142, 148, 


371 


190, IQI, 230, 232, 234, 240, 264, 265, 
266, 296, 297 

George III, King, xvii, xxiiin, lxxi 

Gibeau, —, 332” 

Glasses, burning, 359; looking, BO, 
361, 362 

Gloucester House, lxxx 

Goat Skins, xli, xliii 

Go, cum, a, soo-kee, see Cocumasoke 

Goods for trade (in terms of made 
beaver), 50, 65, 157, 167, 190, 231, 236, 
239> 244, 263, 273, 300, 303 

Goose Lake, 11 

Goose River, ro, 2667, 350 

Governor and Committee, see Hudson’s 
Bay Company 

Graham, Andrew, chief at Severn, 
Ixxviliz ; description of, xviii; his 
“ Observations .. .”’, xviii, xxvin, lxiil, 
Ixxxvin, Ixxxvii, xen, xci, 4N, 20M, 217, 
27M, 28M, 34n, 42n, 77n, 81N, 1097, 
112%, I1QM, 139”, 140N, IgM, 2957, 
315” ; mentioned, xxvii, lx, Ixii, xxvii ; 
on Canoes, xxi, Xxii; on inland settle- 
ments, Xviil, XXi, Xxiii-iv, xcill; on 
pedlars, xx ; retired, xxxi 

Graham, Simpson and Wedderburn, Ixii 

Grand Carrying Place, see Grand Port- 
age 

Grand Portage (Grand or Great Carrying 
Place), xli, xliiz, xliii, lxi, Ixii, Lxvi, 
30”, 60”, 66, 77, 211, 232, 235, 238, 
2435 275, 301, 3525 355 

Grant, —, 301, 333 

Grant, Charles, Ixvi 

Grass River, 8, 9, 10, 11, 69, 70, 71, aaa. 
route by, 56, 170, 266 

Grasse, Admiral the Comte de, lxxxv, 
lxxxvil 

Gratuities (Premiums), xxxvii, lxviii, 138, 
143%, 226, 347 

Gravelly Carrying Place, 11 

Graves, Booty, xlix, lii, 211, 213, arn; 
265, 3OT, 311, 312%, 333, 334 

Gravesend, lxi 

Great Carrying Place, see Grand Portage 

Great Fall, 265 

Green Lake, 117” 

Greenland Fishery, Ixxvi 

Gregory, McLeod & Co., Ixxxiii 
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Grey, William, at York Fort, 3057 ; 
contract and wages of, 161, 226, 242, 
267, 3473; duties performed by, 143, 
2433 to go inland, 343; to remain at 
Cumberland House, 160, 241; trap- 
ping martens, 114, 123, 125,130, 133, 
135, 137, 138, 214, 217, 227 

Guides, see Indians 

Gull Fall, 71 

Gull Lake, 6, 71 

Gulls, 277 

Gun Lake, 11, 70 

Gun, Setting, 259, 281 

Gun Worms, 359, 362, 363 

Guns, lxvi, 12”, 88, 91, 158, 226, 264, 
355> 359) 361, 362, 363 

Gwyniad (Guiniad), 27” 


HALDIMAND, GENERAL, lxvi, Ixxxii 

Hallett, Henry, xlviz 

Hammers, 137, 351 

Handkerchiefs, 359 

Hangers, 137, 139, 141, 346 

Hansom, Joseph, career and character of, 
XXXV, 16”, 183-4”; contract expires, 
267; death of, 3057; duties per- 
formed by, 229, 234, 236, 237, 243-4, 
264, 265, 272, 273, 274, 275) 279, 280, 
299 ; in charge of Cumberland House, 
184-225, 241, 245, 3563 inland, 1773- 
74, Xxlv, 163 journals by, 183-225, 
247-61 ; letters from, 184-5, 213, 255, 
357-8 5 letters to, 189, 259, 356, 357 ; 
mentioned, 226, 231, 301, 3033 sick, 
298 ; to go to Cumberland House, 
347 3 wages of, 225 

Harmon, Daniel Williams, xxvu, xxxvi, 
XXXVI, xlvm, xlvil 

Hatchets, 127, 40, 46, 81, 288, 290, 323, 
327s 355 359s 361, 362, 363 

Hats, 127, 359 

Hayes River, xxvz, lxiii, Ixxxix, xc, xci, 3 

Hearne, Samuel, at Cumberland House, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 643 description of, xxi, 
xxix 3 establishes Cumberland House, 
Xlll, XIV, XXill, xxiv, xxv, lviii, lxv, lxx, 
2, 16”; his early service and know- 
ledge of Indians, xxvili-ix; his 
Journey to the Northern Ocean, xxxiii, 
xxxvl ; in charge of Prince of Wales’s 
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Fort, xxxiv, lxxxvii, 37, 341 ; instruc- 
tions to, Ixiv ; journals of, xxxi, liiin ; 
letters from, Ixvili, 339; letters to, 
8372, 852; mentioned, xxxy, Ixxx, 
Ixxxvili, lxxxix, xciii, 7, 54, 57, 64, 837, 
254, 340 ; outfit supplied to, lxvi-vii ; 
quoted, lin, liiiz, Ixin, Ixv, lxix, 19”, 
138”, 2052; recommendations by, 
Ixvii, Ixxii, Ixxiii, Ixxiv, Ixxxi; sur- 
renders to French, Ixxxvii 

Henday (Hendry), Anthony, xv, xvii, 
XIX, XXIl, XXX1, XXXV 

Henley House, xv, xix, lxiv, Ixxx, 259” 

Henrietta Maria, Cape, lix 

Henry, Alexander (the elder), at Beaver 
Lake, 18”, 29 ; at Cumberland House, 
15%, 16, 27, 29, 363 ill-uses R. Long- 
moor, XXXii, Xlvii, 61, 64, 87, 117, 149 3 
XCilin, 36, 37 

Henry, Alexander (the younger), xxxi, 

il 

Heron, James, xlvin 

Hickory Wood, 123 

Hillsborough, Lord, xvi, xx 

Hind, H. Y., xxxii, xxxilin 

Holme, lxxiva 

Holmes, William, xxxi, xlix, lii, liii, xvi, 
ee DO HOM Sens Ser, Suen cat 
330, 333» 334. 352 

Hood, Samuel, Ixxxvii 

Horse(s), xxxiil, liv, 279, 280, 281, 282, 
283, 303, 322, 330 

Howe, Admiral, Ixx 

Hudson, George, 2667, 285, 30572, 326 

Hudson Bay, xviii, xxii, xxxixa, lvii 

Hudson House (to be established 1778), 
26%, 3237; — by <luenor . #4127 
site of, 312” 3 see also Upper Settle- 
ment (H.B.C.) 

Hudson House (established 1779), xxxii, 
XXXIll, xxxiv, xxxv, lil, liii, Lxxiii, 218% 

Hudson Strait, lvii, 1xi 

Hudson’s Bay Company (Governor and 
Committee), archives, Ixxv, xc; 
charter, xiv, xvi, 637; coat of arms, 
28” 3 committee, lviii, lix, lx, lxi, lxiv, 
Ixviil, lxxii, 266” ; competition against, 
Xill, Xvil, Xxxvill, lviii ; disadvantages 
of, lvi-lxxx, Ixxxiii, Ixxxiv ; governor 
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of, xxxix, 2667 ; letters from, 37, 1707 ; 
letters to, Ixxili, 37, 142”, 1707, 175M, 
181”, 1837, 1887, 2457, 259M, 309M ; 
liquor traded by, xxvin; losses by, 
xxiii; N.W.C. amalgamate with, xl; 
officers and servants of, xxxviii, ee : 
policy of, lvii-viii; propaganda against, 
xliliz ; secretary to, 267” ; surveyor to, 
269, 285; their policy regarding inland 
posts, xviii; thrift of, lvi; see also 
Indians ; Pedlars 

Hutchins, Thomas, xviiin, xxi, 137, 1197, 
259n 

Hyde, Thomas (junior), 2677 


ILE-A-LA-CRossE, lxxii, 607 

Indian, poisoning of, xlviii, liv 

Indian Elbow, 11 

Indian Trade, regulations for, xvi 

Indians, Assiniboine, 367, 3137; Assin- 
nee Poet, 36, 46, 49, 50, I1I—12, 113, 
115, 140, 156, 158, 161, 181, 184, 329, 
349, 355» 357, see also Stone; Atha- 
puscow (Thopiscow), xxxiii, xxxiv, 16, 
29, 43, 60, 66, 68, 87, 117, 152, 155, 
165, 168, 169, 170, 185, 231, 236, 237, 
243,244; Basquiau (Basquio), 34, 35,41, 
45> 49, 53> 54, 58, 80, 81, 84, 91, 102, 
LOG LOA WOO, 122,,124,0120 113351037, 
139, 140, 148, 152, 157, 183, 187, 209, 
BVI Dw, Ailey, Bills, Walle, Pee, Bese 
2245225, 2345 237; 240, 2435242, 240, 
258, 274, 275, 283, 3003; Beaver, 36, 
45, 46, 182, 315, 322, 3543 Blackfeet 
(Archithinue ;  Yachithinnee), xix, 
67, 112m, 119n, 168; Buffalo, 255 ; 
Bungee, 37, 208, 2533; Cawonitow 
(Ca,win,eth,two,) 89, 133, 134, 140, 
150, 176, 179; 252, 2545 2559 257s 275, 
279 5 Chipewyan, xxiv, xxviii, XXXili, 
XXXIV; xi, Ixxxvill, Ixxxix; Cree, 
xAIV, xxix, xxxiil, bx, lexxvil, lxxxix ; 
Forest, liiiz ; Grass River, 49, 53, 545 
57, 60, 97, 168, 185; Half Home- 
guard, li, lili ; Homeguard, liiin, 3, 7, 
837, 84, 344, 356; Homeguard 
(Churchill), xxviii; Inverleads, 236, 
242, 304 3; Musquash R., 126 ; Nacko- 
wock, 109, 153, 202, 204, 208, 210, 
350; North (Port Nelson) River, 4, 8, 
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84, 90, 95, 126, 151, 222, 342, 344, 349, 
35% 356, 358; Pigogomew, 14, 45, 
113, 140, 160, 161, 162, 178, 183, 184, 
185; 218, 250, 259; Plains, hiin; 
Saskatchewan, xxiv, 124; Sassahnew, 
58, 140; Snake, 3543; Stone, 36, 
I8l, 313; 316, 3175 320; 322, 325, 328, 
333» see also Assinnee Poet ; Sturgeon 
River, 113 ; Superannuated, 130, 250, 


251, 2533; Swampy Crees, 372; 
Swan River, 58 
Indians, assistance to, 113; attack 


Pedlars’ post and men, xxxii, xlviii, li, 
147, ISI, 157, 158, 298-9, 331”, 332 3 
complaints against, 7-8, 54-5, 67, 82, 
88-9, 109, 184; E21,) 234, 290, 327; 
3315 debts of, 85, 89, 126, 127, 128; 
divert buffalo, xxxiii; foreign, liiin ; 
guides, 5, 8, 341, 342, 3433; H.B.C. 
relations with, xxvi, xxvii, xxix, xlv, 
hin, liv—vi, 333 ; liquor traded to, xxvin, 
XxIx, 80, 186-7; N.W.C. relations 
with, xlv—vi, xlvii-viii ; payments for 
transporting goods made to, Ixv, lxvi, 
88, 89, 151, 155, 161, 237, 240, 254, 
256 257) 258, 269; 309s 3315 3455 3575 
Pedlars’ (Montrealers’) relations with, 
xxvii, xlix, 290; presents to, 226; 
prices asked for provisions by, 88, gr ; 
spies, 88, 91, 93 3 threatening attitude 
of, xxxiil, 80, 187 ; way of life, 110 

Inland Expeditions, xvii 

Inland Journal, see Upper Settlement 
(H.B.C.) 

Inland Posts, xviii, xix, xx”, XXi, XXill, 
XXV, XXVI, XXXIi, XCll, 67, 68, 111, I12, 
129, 168, 1882; see also Hudson 
House 

Innis, H. A., xxxix, xliiz, xlvin 

Iron Work, 134, 158, 186 

Irvine, John, xcn 

Isham, Charles Price, at H.B.C. ‘ Upper 
Settlement’, 263, 289, 290”, 309; 
carries Cumberland House packet, 287, 
322, 326, 327 3 contract expires, 347 ; 
goes to York Fort (1776), 52, 53, 240, 
241, 30523 hunting, 301, 302 3 men- 
tioned, 89, 161, 345, 346 5 name, 157 ; 
Pedlars’ threats against, 158-9 ; travels 
jnland;, [xv5.847, 223, 231, 3155-339; 
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343; travels with Indians, 15, 46, 85, 
90, 118, 199, 322 3 wages of, 267, 286 
Isham, James, xv, xvii, xviii, 157, 205 


JACKAPISH (INDIAN), 88 

Jackashes, 122, 125, 126, 133, 138, 360 

Jack River, 350 

Jackfish, 207, 38, 184 

Jacobs, —, xlix 

Jacobs, Ferdinand, xxn, xxin, lxiv, lxvii, 
3M, 13N, 63, 647, 105, 301, 339 

Jamaica, Ixxxv, lxxxvi 

James II, King, xiv 

James Bay, lix 


KAMINISTIQUIA, 307 

Keelshies, Captain (Indian), xxixn, lxxxix 

Keith, George, lv 

Keshea Mechiskon River, 3 

Ketakow (Indian), 96, 126, 127, 128 

Kettles, lxvi, 127, 137, 158, 3515 355» 359> 
361, 362, 363 

King George, xc, 95n, 266 

Kirkwall, Ixxvin 

Kiskecow (Indian), 350 

Kitchin, Eusebius Bacchus, 259 

Knives, 127, 288, 290, 323, 327, 359 361, 
362, 363 


LACE, 358, 362 

Lake, Bibye, 2667, 340 

Lake, Sir James Winter, 2667 

la Monneraye, Admiral de, lxxxvin 

Lapérouse, Jean-Francois Galaup, Le 
Comte de, Ixxxv, Ixxxvi, Ixxxvii, 
Ixxxviii, lxxxix, xc, xci 

Lascelles, Edward, 267 

Leather, tent, 48, 49 

Ledgers, 32” 

Leduke, —, 215 

Lesser (Little) Sea Lake, 16-:17, 30, 37, 59 

Leveson Gower, R. H. G., xxxviii 

Liddell, Rev. Francis, lxxvin 

Limestone Falls, 5 

Limestone River, 5 

Lindsay, Sir David, Ixxin 

Lines, 127, 359, 362, 363 

Liquor, 47> 50, $5, 61, 64, 80, 82, 90, 130, 
153, 154, 156, 181, 183, 186, 288, BTA 
323, 328-9, 330” 
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Lisk (Leask, Leesk), James, lxv, 857, 86, 
253 255, 263, 287, 289, 290, 315, 322, 
326, 327 

Lockey, William, 55, 357 

Long Narrow Lake, 9 

Longmoor (Longmore), Robert, arrives 
from York Fort, 85, .187-8, BQ203 
assisted by Pedlars, 1 15, 117 3 at Cum- 
berland House, 298 ; attempts to reach 
Athabaska, xxxiv; born near Edin- 
burgh, xxxiv; breakfasts with Can- 
adians, 328” ; canoes built or repaired 
by, Ixviii, xcii, 87, 91, 92-3, 156, 162, 
1655 170, 239, 240, 241, 242, 243, 244, 
245) 300; 302, 303, 304, 324 5 career of, 
XXxi, Xclil ; complaints about, xxxiii ; 
description of, xlvii, 14” 5 duties per- 
formed by, 189, 268, 299, 347; 
establishes Hudson House, lii;_ estab- 
lishes Upper Settlement (i.e. “ Hudson 
House by Turnor’’), xxxii, li, lxxx, 
Ixxxin, 263, 2857, 309, 31I-12” 3 goes 
to York Fort (1776), 52, 69, 2457, 
305” ; his relations with Indians, xxxi, 
liv, 330”; in charge of goods, 86, 88, 


149; journals of, xlviii, 308-24, 
325-36 ; letters from, lxxiii, 287, 288, 
324 ; letters to, 285, 290 ; mentioned, 
xlix, liii, xxviii, 163, 301 ; ordered to 
England, 347 ; travels among Indians, 
XXX, XXXIl, Xxxvi, 14, 46, 533,159 5 
travels inland, lxv, go, 94, II 5-19, 120, 
121, 129, 137, 159, 160, 190, 236, 239, 
310”, 3543 trading returns of, 65, 
1573 wages of, 262, 267 

Louis XIV, King, xiv 

Louis XV, King, xvii 

Lower Settlement, (Pedlars’), 1776-79 
(Fort des Prairies, i.e, the Upper 
Settlement of 1775-76), 116, 117, 118, 
149; 1778-9 (Sturgeon R. Fort, ice., 
the Upper Settlement of 1 776-78), 2877 

Lutit (Lieutit), Edward, 181, 186, 190 

Lutit (Lewtit, Loutit), William, arrives at 
Cumberland House, 266; contract 
expires, 267, 347; duties performed 
by, 200, 214, 274, 275, 279, 282, 295, 
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303 3 goes to York Fort, 2457, 3057 ; 
Sick» £09, 212, 213, 282, 205, 302; 
travels inland, 143, 236, 343 


McCormick, CHARLES, xlviii, xlix, 215, 
216, 290, 301; 327, 333» 334 

McDougall, George, xlvin 

M’Gillivray, Duncan, xxvin, lxv 

McGillivray, Simon, lvz 

McGillivray, William, xxvi, xl 

Mackenzie, Alexander, xl, xliv, xlvi, 
xlvii, xlviil, xlix, lxxxix 

McKenzie, Roderick (junior), xlin 

McKenzie, Roderick (senior), xlvii 

Mackenzie River Valley, xxivm, xxxill 

McLoughlin, John, xlvu 

McTavish, Simon, xliiz, lxxxi 

Made Beaver, accounts in terms of, 226 ; 
definition of, xxm ; furs traded at Cum- 
berland House and inland in terms of, 
EX, XCHIM, 137, 31, 345 35> 45> $0, 72,119, 
129, 131, 157, 162, 167, 168, 1707, 185, 
1882, 209, 214, 218, 219, 220, 221, 
224-5, 228, 229, 232, 239 244, 2457, 
250, 254, 255, 264, 265, 273, 278, 279, 
284, 285, 289, 294, 296, 303, 305, 
305 ; furs traded at Hudson House in 
terms of, Ixxiii; furs traded at York 
Fort etc. in terms of, xx, xxxiv, xcili7, 
137, 65, 188”, 245” 3 premiums on furs 
in terms of, xxxvii-vili; P. Turnor 
quoted, 3287, 330” ; see also Goods for 
trade 

Ma’meek’a’thin’nue (Indian), 88, 129, 
147, 150, 159, 259 

Mamethelahashew (Indian), 350 

Marmot, 300” 

Marble Island, xxiii, xxvili 

Marlborough, John Churchill, Duke of, 
XIV 

Marta, 215 

Marten, Humphrey, chief at York Fort, 
Ixvii, 147, 1772, 63”, 340 3 instructions 
to, 372; letters and reports from, xlvu, 
liv, Ixviii, lxix, Ixxili, Ixxviiin, 137, 
14m, 17M, 19M, 41M, 837, 86, 89, 97> 
116, 142%, 1437, 170”, 1817, 1837, 188, 
189, 225-7, 245) 253-4) 258-9) 259M, 
261-3, 266-8, 285”, 309%, 323%, 339> 
340-1, 343, 346-8, 356-7 ; letters to, 
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62, 54) 57, 83”, 84n, 852, 90, 96, 125, 
126, 131, I§I, 154, 160, 169, 184, 237, 
240, 241, 2555 259%, 341, 342) 349) 
3573 mentioned, xxviliv, Xxxvil, 
xlvi, Ixxvil, 57, 287” ; quoted, xxxii, 
XXXV1; servant to, 262, 267723; sur- 
renders York to French, xc-xci 

Martens, in standard of trade, 360; 
mentioned, 67, 330%; payment for, 
128, 227 plentiful, 35, 40, 43); 
scarcity of, 206, 217 ; season ended for 
trapping, 2243 traded, 39, 41, 102, 
124, 139, 294, 300 ; traded for liquor, 
XXviz 3; trapped, 103, 104, 105, 106, 
107s ©OO; E14, 122,223,125, 120 £39; 
136, 137, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, 
202, 204, 206, 207, 209, 217, 220, 222, 
224 

Ma’the’meg, 139, 1407 

Ma,the-got, or Mathe Caat (Indian), 87, 
130, 350 

Matonabbee (Indian), xxxill, Ixxxvili, 
lxxxix 

Meat; beat, 77, 79, 80, 110, 128, 133; 157, 
185, 186, 191, 249, 264, 276, 278, 293, 
294, 300 ; dried, 80, 93, 110, 128, 190, 
300; green, 278; smoked, 180; 
supplied to Pedlars, 192, 213 

Medals, 359 

Medicines, 24, 121, 217 

Methy, 42-3, 139 

Metunekishock (Indian), 126, 128, 269 

Michilimackinac, lxi 

Middle Settlement of the Pedlars, 
1778-9 (at site of H.B.C. ‘ Upper 
Settlement’), xxxii, xlviil, xlix, li, lu, 
liv, 2872, 323 

Minago River Track, 160” 

Minerals, 268 

Mink, 122” 

Missinnippee River, 18”, 152, 165 

Mississippi River, 297, 30”, 1937 

Montour, Nicholas, 216” 

Montreal, xiii, xiv, Xvi, XXV, XXxix, lva, 
het, xvi; bor, boox, Ixxxn, boodu, 
60”, 97, 257 

Montreal Department, xlit 

Montrealers, xxiv, xxvi7, xxvil, xliu, 
liv-vi, lxi, lxii; see also North West 
Company ; Pedlars 
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Moose, 282, 40, 315”; allowance of 
dried, 111, 157 3 as food, 129; hearts, 
293; hunters, 1773 meat, xxxiii, 
XXXV, 14, 155 21, 25, 31, 33> 359 §1y 585 
70; 76, 77, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 86, 91, 92, 
94> 95» 99, 102, 103, 108, 110, 124, 125, 
132, 133, 137, 139, 164, 165, 175, 179, 
180, 183, 185, 191, 201, 202, 204, 206, 
214, 216-17, 228, 239, 240, 245, 249, 
251, 252, 256, 264, 266, 272, 281, 282, 
284, 289, 293, 294, 304, 324, 353 3 
noses, 139, 2933 skins, 57, 134, 150, 
I51I, 2052, 346, 360 

Moose Factory, xv, lvii, lix, Ixvii, 2 59, 
2682, 269 

Moose sloop, lxvii 

Morton, A. S., xviii, xxvin, xxx, xlilin, 
In, lin, lviii 

Mun,a,tau (Indian), 255 

Muskrat (Musquash), xxv, 360 


NAILS, 137, 351 

Namew Lake, 266” 

Nappesh (Indian), 350 

Nash, Blake, xxvu 

Navels Bay, xxviii 

Needles, 226, 359, 361, 362, 363 

Ne,pin,no,a,thin (Indian), 269 

Nelson River, xxvz, xc, 5”, 19n, 170N, 

266m; see also North River; Port 

Nelson River 

Nemaycoose (Lake Trout), 21-227, 42, 

103, 132, 139, 292, 294 

New Caledonia, xl 

New England, xvii 

New York, xvii, lxi 

Newcastle, Duke of, xvi 

Newspapers, Ixii 

Nicholas, 3127 

Night Watch, 163-4 

Nixon, John, lixn 

No,nose (Indian), 358 

North, Lord, lxx 

North River (Port Nelson River), 3, 341, 
342, 351, 3573 see also Nelson 
River 

North Track, 188 

Northern Department, lviii, lix 

North West Company (Montrealers), 
agents, lvz ; amalgates with H.B.C., 


INDEX 


xiv, xl; formation of, xiv, xl, xliv, 
Ixin, Ixxxii, 15” ; handicaps of, xxxix, 
xl-xlii, xlvii, lvi; H.B.C.employeesand, 
xlvi, xlvii ; interpreters, xly ; officers 
(clerks) of, xlv, xlvi ; partners of, xli, 
216”; profits of, xl, xli, lvi; propaganda 
for, xliii; relations of Indians with, 
xlvil—vili ; servants of, xlv, In-lin ; 
violence of, xlvii; see also Mon- 
trealers ; Pedlars 

Norton, Moses, xxixn, xxxv, 3n 

Norway House, lix 


OAKUM, 196, 199, 202 

Oatmeal, 54 

Officers, xxxviin, xliv, xlv—vi 

Ogilby, John Wandesford, 2677 

Ohio River, 291 

Ohoetuck (Indian), 129 

Old River, 3 

Omen (Oman), Mitchell, 143, 164, 263, 
267, 305%, 309, 319, 343, 346, 347, 
354 

Omen (Oman), William, at York Fort, 
305”; contract and wages of, 226, 
262, 267, 3473 duties performed by, 

" 202, 205, 206, 207, 326, 3333 living 
with Indians, 97, 99, 1093 travels 
inland, 120, 231, 263, 302, 309, 343 

Opposition, see Hudson’s Bay Company, 
competition against 

Orkney Islands, xxxviin, lvii, lx, lxii, 
Ixxiv, xxv, lxxvi, lxxvii, 16”, 218” 

Orkneymen, xxvii, xxxviii, lxxiv, Ixxvi, 
Ixxvil, Ixxx, 142 

Orphir, lxxvin 

Ottawa River, lxii 

Otter Skins, xlii, 153, 268, 276, 360 

Owen, John, lxxvi 


Packs (PEDLAaRs’), lvi, 118, 332 

Paint Lake, 9, 70 

Pangman, Peter, xxiii, xxx, xxxi, li, 
Ixvi, Ixxxii, 477, 50, 63, 642, TLS wz. 
261, 331%, 3325 333 

Partridges, hunting for, 23, 2A yrs Ss 
II4, I15, 122, 123, 124; killed, rg7, 
198, 201, 210, 272, 274, 275, 279, 280, 
281, 283, 284; scarcity of, 102, 271 

Pasquia, 30” ; see also Basquiau 


INDEX 


Paterson, Charles, xxxi, xlvin, lxv, lxvi, 
167, 17M, 50 

Peace River, xlvin 

Pedlars (Canadians ; Montrealers), ad- 
vantages of, lxi, 68 ; assist H.B.C. ser- 
vants, 115, 117, 120, 149, 235-6, 301 ; 
at Beaver Lake, 197-8 ; compete with 
H.B.C., xvii, xxi; extravagance of, 
xliv; H.B.C. assist, 137, 192, 202-3, 
205, 213, 231-2, 243, 3013;  ill-treat 
H.B.C. servant, 318 ; Indians murder 
servants of, 147, 151, 157, 158; liquor 
traded by, xxvin, 153, 186; H. 
Marten’s remarks on, 309” ; pool their 
goods, xliii, 29, 116 5 rivalry and dis- 
sension among, xlili, 47, 50-1, 116, 158, 
287, 2903 servants of, Ixxix, 17, 37, 
68; standard of trade of, 82, 344; 
their relations with employees, xlix-l ; 
their relations with Indians, ly; W. 
Tomison and, xxx, 90; see also 
Frobisher, Joseph and Thomas ; North 
West Company 

Pelican Fall, 10, 70 

Pemmican, xxxiv, 191, 192 

Pennant, Thomas, 20”, 27”, 1g1n 

Perch, 34, 42, 49, 89, 91, 94, 98, 131, 132, 
137, 1395 194, 195, 202, 207 

Petick-Ustiquan (Indian), 350 

Pheasants, 196 

Philadelphia, Ixx 

“Pieces ”’, lvi 

Pigeon River, 307 

Pike; 10; 20, 23, 32, 24, 42, 43%; 49; 89, 
91, 94, 98, 124, 125, 130, 131, 132, 137, 
P3295 1055.1 7155200, 200, 212, 214, 216, 
RS) PMO, Bis, Bk, PA OV Ayey 
27a 275 2s 29> 250s ZO15) 2625 
284, 286, 289, 292, 294, 295, 296, 302, 
303 

Pine Island Lake, xiii, xxxvi, lxvi, lxviii, 
Ixxil, 12, 2667, 335, 339 

Pissu Wattaky (Indian), 126 

Pistols, 359 

Pitaeagon (Pete’a’gen see’pee) River, 
B5598555 

Pitch, 329, 330 

Pit-saw, 137, 351 

Plymouth, lxx, lxxin 

Point of Marsh, 71 


B17 


Pond, Peter, xxxiv, 16”, 193, 211, 213, 
210, 235, 200, 327 

Pontiac (Indian Chief), xvi 

Poplar Trees, 3127 

Portage de Traite, 16” 

Port Nelson (North) River, Ixxxix, xc, 3, 
6, 8, 71; see also Nelson River 

Portneuf, xliin 

Powder, Ixvi, 12”, 13”, 351, 359, 361, 
362, 363 

Powder Horns, 359, 361, 362 

Prairie Fires, xxxii, xxxili, 37 

Premiums, see Gratuities 

Primeau (Primo), Louis, xxi, lxxviii, 
43%, 51m, 60, 166, 257 

Primeau Lake, 437, 60n 

Prince Albert, 3127, 3347 

Prince of Wales, 32n 

Prince of Wales’s Fort, xiii, xviii, xxiv, 
XXIX”, XXxiv, xxxv, lx, Ixxxiv, Ixxxv, 
Ixxxvii-ix, 37, 67, 115m, 229, 341 ; 
see also Churchill 

Prince Rupert, 1'70n, 268n 

Provisions, for Pedlars, 112; Indian 
spies watching, 88, gt ; scarcity of, 16, 
25, 28, 29, 36-7, 90, 96, 112, 119, 128, 
149, 283, 285, 291 3 stock of, 13”, 18, 
110, 264, 3333 traded for liquor or 
tobacco, 80, 82, 83, 169, 181, 3043 see 
also Food 

Prunes, 345 


Pumps, 359, 361, 362, 363 


QUEBEC, xx, xxxix, lxil, xxix, Ixxx, Ixxxi, 
lxxxili 

Quebec Act (1774), lxxxiii, 29” 

Quiquihatches, 104, 106, 122, 133, 137; 
220, 222, 224, 330, 360 


RABBIT HEDGING, 101, 124, 271 

Rabbit Skins, 360 

Rabbits, 23, 24, 28, 67, 100, 115, 122, 
124, 131, 196, 197, 198, 203, 272, 273, 
274) 2755 277, 278 

Rainy Lake, Ixxii 

Razors, 359 

Red Deer River, 58, 59, 105 

Redhorse, Silver, 34” ; Northern, 347 

Redknap, William, 267” 

Reed Lake, 11, 70 
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Reserve Lake, 70 

Richards, Joseph, 268 

Richardson, John, lvm, 138” 

Richmond, Sir Herbert, lxxv 

Richmond Park, 282 

Rings, 359, 362 

Robertson, Colin, xxxixz, xl, lv, Ixxx 

Robertson, James, xxxviin 

Robson, Joseph, xviii 

Rocky Lake, 11 

Rocky Mountains, xv, xxiv 

Rodney, Admiral, lxxxv 

Roe, F. G., xxxilin 

Roger’s Rangers, 94 

Ross, John, 203, 205, 211, 212, 213 

Ross, Malchom, arrives inland from York 
Fort, 85, 90, 188 ; at H.B.C. ‘ Upper 
Settlement’, 263, 288, 309, 324; 
contract expires, 267; duties per- 
formed by, 195, 205, 206, 207, 209, 
242 300, 313, 320, 321 3 goes to York 
Fort, 69, 245”, 305” ; mentioned, 86, 
267, 292, 3353 sick, 1953; to remain 
inland, 52, 226; travels inland, 94; 
115, 120, 129, 202, 210, 218, 219, 236 

Routes, 57, 837, 1607, 188 

Royal Society, 22”, 140” 

Rum, xxi, xxvi, Ixvi, Ixxxi, 43, 238, 317, 
3225 331M, 332 

Rum Lake, xxixn 

Rundlets, 359, 362, 363 

Rupert’s Land, xvii, xxxvii, xxxviii, lxxiv, 
Ixxvi 

Russell, James, 527 


ST. GERMAIN, VENANT, 1927, 220, 257, 
287, 288 

St. Joseph, Lake, lxxx 

St. Lawrence River, xiv, lxi, lxii, lxxxii 

St. Lawrence route, xiv, xvi, xxxix, xl, 
lvi 

St. Ola, lxxvin 

Sah,suck,yous (Indian), 184 

Salaries, see Wages 

Sandwich, Fourth Earl of, Ixxiv, Ixxv, 
Ixxvi 

Saratoga, lxx, lxxiv, Ixxvii 

Sashes, 12”, 359 

Saskatchewan Country, xx, xxi, xxiii, 
XX1V, Xxix, xxxi, l, liiiz, lvi 
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Saskatchewan River, Forks of, 457; 
H.B.C. posts on, xiii, xxv, xxxi, xxxii, 
lii, Ixxiii, xxx, xcii, P55 2033 mice 
broken up in, 41, 44, 142, 144, 146, 
202, 229, 230, 297, 330; ice not on, 
197; mentioned, 14, 18, 38, 47, 49, 
115, 143, 153 3 Pedlars on, xliii, xlvii, 
lui, Ixvi, Ixxxiii, 152, 16, 195 48, 50, 54, 
55> 57» 60m, 75, 76m; 93, 94, 97, 98, 
143, 161, 192, 193, 231, 237, 28773 
survey of, 284, 3112; W. Tomison’s 
journey up, 352~5 ; P. Turnor on, lix, 
284, 285 

Savoy, 215 

Scabbards, 139 

Sceptre, Ixxxvi, Ixxxviii 

Sclator (Slator), Magnus, appointed to 
Cumberland House, 3475 arrives at 
Cumberland House, 95 ; biographical 
note on, 51-2” ; contract expires, 267, 
347 ; duties performed by, 202 ; goes 
to York Fort, 51, 53, 236, 253 ; lost on 
journey from Hudson House to Cum- 
berland House, xxxv ; mentioned, Ixy, 
162, 1643 remains at Cumberland 
House, 160, 1613; sick, 143-4, 196, 
197, 198, 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 2233 
2243 wages of, 161 

Scissors, 359, 362 

Scrapers, 359 

Sea (Winnipeg) Lake, 17, 18, 30, 36, 151, 
2655 track, 41”, 53, 160, 161, 240, 
35° 

Seahorse, 52n 

Seamen, pressing of, lxxiv—vi 

Secock (Sheecock) Mr. (Indian), 88, 341, 


342 

Sekachisk (Indian), 350 

Serge, 359 

Servants, xxvii-vili, xxxviiz, xlixn, liv, 
109-10 ; see also North West Company 

Setting Lake, 9n 

Setting (Sturgeon) River, xlix, 767, 1 157, 
202M, 333” 

Severn House, xv, xix, xxx, xxxi, lix, 
Ixvii, Ixxviiin, Ixxxn, 83m, 171, 2 54> 
2670 

Severn sloop, lix, xc 

Sha-shappokeshik (Indian), 83 

Shipbuilding, xn 
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Shipping, restrictions on Great Lakes, 

Shirts, 127, 359, 361, 362, 363 

Shoes, 322, 359, 361, 363 

Shot, Ixvi, 127, 359, 361, 362, 363 

Silver Grove, 3127 

Simpson, George, xxxviin, xlii, lv, lix, lx, 
lxxx 

Sinclair, Sir John, lxxiv, lxxvi 

Skiffs, Ixvii, Ixviii 

Sledges (Sleds), livz, 114, 115, 127, 200, 
207, 217, 272, 274, 275, 316, 318, 319, 
82255320 

Smallpox, xxxiv, xlviii, xciiiz 

Smoking, see Calumet 

Snowblindness, 223 

Snowshoes, 115, 200, 207 

Soap, 137, 87, 351 

South Ronaldshay, xxx 

Southern Department, lviii, Ix 

Southesk, Earl of, lxiz 

Spence, James (late servant to H. Marten) 
262, 267 

Spence, James (junior), 263, 309, 326, 


Spence, James (senior), 42, 52, 87, 94, 
190, 241, 242, 243, 244, 263, 267, 
305M; 309, 313, 320, 3215 324) 347 

Splitting (definition), 677 

Split Lake, 7” 

Spokane District, xlin 

Spoons, 359 

Spotty’s Son (Indian), 88, 358 

Spruce, Ixiv 

Spruce River Track, 160 

Spurrell, Captain Joseph, 266” 

Stage Skins (definition), 314” 

Starvation XIX, XXXili, 195, 208, 232, 276, 
283, 289, 358 

Steel River, 161 

Steep Rock River, 16% 

Stephenson, William, 263, 269 

Stinking Lake, 9, 71 

Stockings, 127, 359, 361, 362 

Stone Mountain, 46 

Streight River Track, 160 

Streightwood Lake, 7 

Stromness, lxxvu 

Strong Current River, 71 

Sturgeon, as food, 43, 111 3 caught, 21, 


25> 27) 31, 32) 33> 34) 35, 38, 41, 58, 
59> 65, 98, 99, IOI, 102, 103, 108, 123, 
2757 13 O> 13157 1325)1335) 0355 1305 1375 
139, 152, 154, 165, 170, 183, 184, 186, 
194, 195, 196, 198, 200, 201, 202, 203, 
204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 
212, 213, 214, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 
221, 222, 225, 227, 228, 234, 235, 236, 
238, 239, 241, 243, 2455 249, 253, 257, 
258, 270, 2725 273, 274) 275, 276, 2775 
278, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283, 284, 286, 
289, 292, 294, 295, 296, 297, 303, 304, 
305 ; fishing place for, 12,65 ; scarcity 
of, 89; traded, 56; winter (1775-76) 
catch of, 42, 553 (1776-77), 139 

Sturgeon Lake, 2667 

Sturgeon Landing, 266” 
Sturgeon River (about 40 miles above 
Cumberland House), 146, 353, 355 
Sturgeon (Setting) River, 76”, 115”, 
202%, 3332 

Sturgeon River Fort, xlviii, lii, lili, 202”, 
215, 256”, 2870 

Sturgeon-weir River, 127, 266 

Suckers, 139, 1407 

Sugar, 87 

Superior, Lake, 1, lxii, lxxxi, 30”, 37 

Swampy Carrying Place, 6, 342 

Swan River, xxxvi, 37 

Swan Skins, 360 

Swans, 42, 43, 136, 141, 142, 197, 228, 
2293 230, 231, 293, 294, 296, 297, 330 

Sweet Herb Lake, 10, 70, 125, 126, 127, 
139, 148, 150, 154, 155 

Sword Blades, 359 


TATNAM, CaPE, lxxxix 
Taylor, William, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 
LSA LSS LOLs LOG 2245 231 ARs 


347 
The Pas, Ixvi, 30” ; see also Basquiau 


Thickwood Hills (Thick Woody Mount- 
ain), 36, 56, 116 

Thimble, 359 

Thlew-sa-nell-ie (Indian), xxix 

Thompson, David, xh, xliii, xlvin, xlvii, 
Ixxv, Ixxvin, Ixxvii, 14”, 311” 

Thread, 359, 362, 363 

Thuihagan, 77” 

Tickameg (Whitefish), 27, 42, 98, 132, 
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139, 190, 194, 195, 202, 205, 207, 209, 
214, 219, 260, 277, 302, 303 

Tobacco, as payment for transporting 
furs, etc., 240, 3223; Brazil, xv, xvii, 
14, 76, 134, 187, 339) 359) 361, 362, 
363 ; for trade, Ixvi, 82, 83, 167, 169, 
177) 210, 227, 245, 330; leaf, 359; 
mentioned, 12, 137, 288 ; presents of, 
34> 38, 45, 135, 234, 244, 254, 276, 312, 
313s 317) 320, 321, 345 5 roll, 87, 264, 
359 

Tobacco Boxes, 12%, 359, 361, 362, 363 

Toggy, 205 

Tomison, William, career of, xxx—xxxi, 
XXXVill, Xcili; character of, xxx—xxxi, 
83%, 347, 356; Chief Inland, xxxi ; 
compared with M. Cocking, xxx ; 
contract expires, 267; duties per- 
formed by, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 
104, 105, 107, 108, 113, 114, 122, 123, 
124) 125, 129M, 130, 133, 1375 1435 1525 
155, 163, 169, 187, 189, 192, 194, 195, 
196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 
204, 207, 2083 establishes Hudson 
House, xxxii, lii; gratuity for, 138 ; 
his relations with Indians, xxxi, liv ; 
his relations with W. Walker, xxxiv, 

Cumberland 


XXXV; in charge at 

House, xxx, xxxii, xxxvi, xcii, 417, 
83-95, 1897, 222, 224, 225-45, 
261-305; Indian attack on, 159; 


instructions to, 343-6, 348; journals 
by, Ixix, 83, 84-95, 1437, 160n, 
225-45, 261-305, 352-5 ; letters from, 
847, 9Oo-1, 146-7, 150, 238, 241, 242, 
253, 258, 286, 291, 327-8, 349; 
letters to, xlixn, 86, 2USy 22/75 20k 200, 
269 ; mentioned, liii, 417, 96, 97, 117, 
119, I2I, 211, 259, 30973 retires, 
XXXVIli ; routes travelled by, 417-427, 
832 ; salary of, 225, 347 ; takes returns 
to York Fort, xci, 160, 161, 2457, 249, 
255, 3052; to establish an outpost, 
188 ; travels among Indians, xxx, 210, 
212, 216, 218) 219, 22%, 222; 224s: 
travels inland, 147, 151, 157, 158, 161 

Too,toose (Indian), 88, 129 

Trade, Standard of, lvin, 158, 238, 268, 
358-60 

Trade Portage, 16” 
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Tramping Lake, rr 

Travois, livn 

Treaties, xiv, xvi, lxiii 

Tremblier, du, Ixxxvin 

Trout, 130, 132, 202, 205, 212, 2213 see 
also Nemaycoose 

Trunk(s), 12%, 359, 361 

Turnor, Philip, animals and birds hunted 
by, 274, 275, 277, 280, 283 ; at Cum- 
berland House, 266, 270; at H.B.C. 
‘Upper Settlement’ (or ‘ Hudson 
House by Turnor’), xlviii, 3122, 
326, 328, 3303; goes to York Fort, 
3052; his journey up Saskatchewan 
R., 284, 285, 287, 2983; instructions 
regarding, 269 ; journals of, xlix, lix, 
266”, 33423 mentioned, 14”, 293, 
301, 334, 3353 quoted, xxvin, xxxi, 
xliv-v, xlvi, xlix, lii, liv, Lxiii, Lxvii, 
Ixxiil, Ixxix, Ixxx, Ixxxin, Ixxxiii, xciii, 
301M, 312, 328”, 330, 331”; routes 
used by, 57, 2667 ; surveyor to H.B.C., 
lix, 269, 285; surveys Pine Island 
Lake, 302, 303 

Tute (Tuite), James, 94, 119, 192% 257, 
301 

Twatt, Magnus, as carpenter, 1437, 200, 
201, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 
210, 211, 212, 224, 225, 226, 227, 230, 
232, 233, 234, 235, 241, 242, 251, 252, 
256, 259”, 300, 304, 3053; at H.B.C. 
“Upper Settlement’, 263; contract 
expires, 267 ; goes to York Fort, 3057 ; 
hunting, 147; mentioned, 188, 198, 
202, 259; other duties performed by, 
195, 196, 3263; remains at Cumber- 
land House, 160, 161, 226, 267 § sick; 
187, 190, 191, 193, 194, 251-2, 319; 
trapping, 214, 2173 travels inland, 
143, 243, 343 3 wages of, 259” 

Twine, Fishing, 22, 48, r11, 204, 359, 
361, 362, 363 

Tyrrell, J. B., xxxviii, 312” 


U’BasQulau, see BASQUIAU 

Uckimow Pethasew (Indian), 96 

Umfreville, Edward, xviiin, xxxviii, xiii, 
xlivm, xlvin, 1, li, lv, lvi, Ixxvilin, 
Ixxixa, Ixxxvii, Ixxxix, xci, 31 5” 

Upper Settlement, H.B.C. (‘ Hudson 


INDEX 


House by Turnor”’, or the Middle 
Settlement of the Pedlars), xlviii, 287, 
292, 312”, 32323 journal of, 307-36 

Upper Settlement (Pedlars’), 1775-76 
(Fort des Prairies), 19, 27, 29, 35, 36, 
a7, 21L;. 976-77) (at Setting’ or 
present Sturgeon R.), 767, 115, 116, 
I17, 118, 120, 136, 147, 151, 156, 353; 
3543 1777-78 (at Setting or present 
Sturgeon R,), 202, 211, 213, 2345 235, 
237, 28723; 1778-79 (Eagle Hills), 
Xlvill, 298-9, 301 


VEGETABLES, 268 

Venereal Disease, 143, 176, 178, 179, 183, 
184, 185, 196, 197, 198, 217 

Venison, 777 

Vermilion (Paint), 355, 359, 361, 362 

Vestal, lxxxvii 

Vice, Bench, 137, 351 

Ville de Paris, \xxxv, |xxxvii 

Voyageurs, |, li, lxxix 


WADEN (WADDEN, WADDING), 
ETIENNE, XXXIV, 2207 

Wages (Salaries), H.B.C., xxii, xxxviin, 
Ixxvi-vil, 197, 95n, 161, 181”, 225, 
220502 02,0 2075) 2085112905) 340,. 347): 
IN VVC, « xliv, xiv,. 175, Pedlars, I, 
175”; servants combine to obtain 
higher, 142” ; see also Gratuities 

Wales, William, 2057 

Walker, William, at Cumberland House, 
287; career and character of, xxxiv—v, 
187, 69, 175”, 347” 3 duties performed 
by, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 106, 
TOV, 215, (122, 1235 1245 125,’ 126, 
TZOUMLZON IG Loe 2 LG Salas 5 LQ Osit 3175 
143, 147, 162, 163, 185, 186, 189, 191, 
192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 
200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 209, 
BiG, 202, 213; 214, 2107227218, 210; 
260, 261, 263, 264, 265, 284; goes to 
York Fort, 241, 258, 259; gratuity 
for, 138 ; his relations with W. Tomi- 
son, XXX, XXXiv, xxxv; in charge of 
Cumberland House, 52, 68, 69, 160, 
161, 163, 175-83, 267, 305, 3493 in 
charge of Hudson House, xxxiv ; 
journals kept by, xxxill, xxxiv, 75-83, 
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175-1833; meat supplied by, 25; 
mentioned, 65, 90, 91, 286, 341, 356 5 
mother of, 225 ; offer from Canadians 
to, xxxv; threatens to desert, 263; 
travels among Indians, xxx, xxxvi, 18, 
31, 32, 33> 45, 46, 47, 49-50, 89, 92, 
299, 303; travels inland, 151, 155-6, 
159, 161, 230, 231, 235, 237, 238, 2395 
273, 284, 290, 3545 3553 travels with 
P. Turnor, 285 ; wages of, 267, 347 

Wallace, W. S., xxviii, xlviz 

Wapiti, 28”, 3157 

Wappatunisk (Indian), 126, 127, 131 

Wappesish, 343, 358 

Wappe Kishcow (Indian), 350 

Wapun a chauk (Indian), 837, 227 

War, of American Independence, lxx- 
Ixxi, Ixxiv, lxxvi, Lxxvii, lxxxiii, 972, 
226, 267, 3483; Seven Years’, xvi, 
xviii, Lxx ; of the Spanish Succession, xiv 

Wass, Janes, 19, 21; $1, 533955120, 260, 
181%, 267, 273, 274, 275, 279, 280, 
305M, 347, 348 

Wattape, lxiv 

We,as,A,thi,nue (Indian), 184, 357 

Wedderburn [Colvile,] Andrew, lxz, lxi 

Wee-chess-cow-we-coppo (Indian), 88 

Wee-sippe-num (Indian), 88, 91, 126, 130, 
152, 155) 254 

Wegg, Samuel, 2662 

Wejacks, 138, 227, 300, 360 

Wenusk, 299, 360 

Wesack (Indian), 126, 127, 128, 350, 358 

Wethachap (Indian), 350 

Whale Cove, xxviii 

Whale Fishery, xxii, lx 

White Lake, 182, 184 

Whitefish (Tickameg), 27” 

Wilks (Indian), 254 

William III, King, xiv 

Windows, deadlights for, 304 ; 
133 3 parchment, 95, 270, 271 

Wingards Ferry, 312” 

Wine, lxvi 

Winnipeg, Lake, xix, liiz, 17”, 187, 377, 
411, 83n ; see also Sea Lake 

Winnipeg River, xxv, lxxx 

Winnipegosis, Lake, 17” 

Wishart, Nicholas, 218, 226, 236, 242, 
267, 283, 284, 289, 303, 356 


glass, 
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Wishikapucwaw Tea, 2957 

Witchai Lake, 9z 

Wolfe, James, xvi, Ixxviii 

Wolstenholme, Cape, lvii 

Wolverenes, 1o4n 

Wolves, xxvin, Ixii, 36, 45, 67, 119, 133, 
157, 188”, 2187, 268, 281, 299, 320, 
3282, 329, 3307, 360 

Woodshocks, 1382 

Woody Mountain, 56 

Wren, Sir Christopher, lxi 


YARTA, 215 

York Boats, xxn 

York Fort, accounts, xciliz ; canoes at, 
Ixiv; captured and destroyed by 
French, xiii, Ixxxiv, Ixxxv, lxxxix—xci, 
I1g# 3 compared with Albany, xxv ; 
dried meat at, 128; furs sent from 
inland by Indians and servants to, 
XVIl, 53, 56, 65, 84, 150, 154, 160, 236, 
237, 240, 241, 249, 255, 3053 game 
in district around, xix; goods sent 
inland from, 12”, 182, 185”, 187, 192, 
254, 257, 258, 261, 361, 362, 363; 


governor of, xv; Indian debtors to, 
126, 131, 1393 Indians needed to 
transport furs, etc. from interior to, Bla 
58, 158, 239; Indians trading at, 
XXIV, xxix, liiiz, lxiv, 116, Hey Weak eel 
140, 143, 208, 218, 293, 294, 322, 328, 
3333 F. Jacobs, chief at, Ixvii, 187, 
63%, 105, 339 3 journey from inland to, 
69-72; journey inland from, 3-12 ; 
letters from Ixxiii, 37, 417, 832, 857, 
86, 181”, 183m, 188, 189, 225, 2457, 
253, 258, 259”, 266, 339, 340, 343, 
3573 H. Marten, chief at, Ixvii, 147, 
17m, 633; mentioned, xxili, xxxvi, 
Xxxvill, lvii, lviti, lix, Ixii, Lxiii, leis, 
45,47, 50; rules for trading liquor at, 
1533 standard of trade at, 358-60; 
subordinate to W. Tomison, xxxi 3 
surgeon at, 55”, 145, 2637; trade 
returns of, Xv, Xx, XXi, xxiv, 13”, 1887, 
24.57 


Yorktown, lxxii, Ixxxy 
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